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ohn Ringling Leaves Circuses; 
Family Picks Gumpertz for Place 


; John Ringling last survivor of the 
five Ringling brothers of circus 
fame, has been supplanted by Sam 
¥: Gumpertz as boss of all the Ring- 


ling circus interests. That was or- 
dered at a meeting of the board of 
directors Friday (11) when Gum- 
pertz was named general manager 
and vice-president. John Ringling 
retains the title of president. The 
Ringling show interests include five 
other circuses, besides the Ringling- 
Barnum-Bailey show. 

The move to place Gumpertz in 
charge has been considered for some 
time by the few surviving members 
of the Ringling family, whose com- 
bined stock holdings double that 
owned by John, Last summer it 
Was reported that the family were 
so dissatisfied with the depleted 
earnings and reduced dividends, es- 
pecially from the Ringling-Barnum 


(Continued on page 37) 


USING EXTREME EFFORT 
‘TO KEEP WIFE HOME 


Hollywood, Nov, 14. 
Divorce suit brought by a film 
@irector on the Coast is his last ef- 
fort to keep his wife off the stage. © 
As a former stage director, he 
Goes not feel that her forte is act- 
ing, but has never been able to 
persuade her to give up her efforts. 


‘If’ Money 


Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt is 
editor of ‘Babies,’ a Macfadden pub- 


fication. 
Her original contract provided for 


@ substantial increase when and if 
J. D. became President of the U. 8. 


POLISH WRESTLER’S HUNCH 


Into Picture 




















Stan 7Zybzsko Goes 
Exhibition 





Stanislaus Zybzsko, at*one time 
world’s wrestling champion, is now 
in the picture business. He de- 
cided that what America needed 
more than wrestling was Polish 
pictures, so he sent over to his 
native country for a couple films 
(no matter what kind or what 
about, as long as they're in Polish) 
a@nd opened offices as the Zybzsko 
Film Co. 

Wrestler’s idea is to more or less 
road show the pictures in Polish 
mabes, using theatres, halls or any 


@lace available, and with himseif 
@oing personal appearances’ with 
the films. That might be the 
first time that the president of a 
film company p. a's with the films 
he’s selling, 

Understood that Zybzsko- got 
the idea of entering picture busi- 
ness after doing a bit in Para- 
mount’s ‘Madison Square Garden,’ 


























Rivers of Oil 





Davis, 
man, 


On the day Edgar B. 
the big oil and ‘Ladder’ 


arrived in London recently, 
‘Variety’ reached the stands 
there. The issue carried a 


story about his discovery of a 
new river of oil and Davis’ 


plans to re-enter show busi- 
ness. 
Hannen Swaffer, formerly 


‘Variety's’ only [ guy, saw 
Davis’ name on a hotel register 
and gave it to England. Result 
was that the oil magnate had 
to hire a secretary to keep a 
horde of managers, agents, au- 
thors, actors and promoters 
from his suite. 

Davis returned about a week 
ago and kept on going to 
Texas. He estimated the oil 
on his new 90,000-acre tract to 
be worth a hundred million. Oil 
companies were asked to bid in 
property, minimum bid to be 
$20,000,000, but the best bid 
was $5,000,000. Davis will sink 
a half dozen more wells on the 
land within a year and figures 
they will treble the value of 
his find. 


PAY OF GRIPS 
TOPS COMICS 

















Paterson, Nov. 13. 


Editor Variety: 

Very sorry to read about the 
United Burlesque Wheel closing. 
Arthur Clamage, my friend, worked 
hard for the past six months to try 
and put it over, It is hard to do. 
The running expenses are too heavy 
and wheels are now difficult to ar- 
range. 

Just consider the stage hand get- 
ting $100 and the comedian $75, It 
should be reversed. 

With railroading, baggage, etc.— 
besides the word ‘burlesque’ being 
ruined the past three years—bur- 
lesque wheels are through. A good, 
clean stock mixed with vaudeville 
acts and the talent changed often is 
the next move. You save stage 
hands, baggage bills, transportation, 
booking fees and many unforeseen 
expenses. 

If you put the cost of these things 
on the stage, yqu'a have a show. 

Billy Watson. 





speaks with as 
much authority as anyone in the} 
burlesque business possesses. As a 
combined actor-producer-manager 
with shows and theatres and taking 
an active part in both, Watson was 
noted for his ‘Beef Trust’ and 
‘Krausmeyer's Alley.’ He is now in 
the real estate business in Pater- 


(Billy Watson 


BEER. BOOZE and SPEAKS 





+ 
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PLENTY OF WET 
IFO AND WHENS 


oe 


Hard Stuff Will Remain 
One Consideration After 
Breweries Legally Start— 
Speakeasies Bound to 
Stick — Women Support- 
ing Them 


— 


MUSCLER-INNERS OUT! 





Beer and/or light wines wit not 
mean the fade-out of the speakeasy. 
That’s become so much of an in- 


stitution, and particularly popular 
with the femmes, that mass de- 
mand forfends that. 

But impending beer and the 
liberal Democratic administration, 
have become a boon and a bane at 
the same time to the nocturnal joy 
spots. It has its merits and 
demerits. 

Among the bad points is the fear 
that with beer, ale and/or light 
wines in the offing, the enforce- 
ment thing will become a financial 
headache to the present-day class 
speaks, The prohis, seeing their 
racket dented, are expected to be- 
come a financial nuisance for pro- 
tection. Already that’s manifested 
even in the $1-a-drink spots with 
counter-paeans of joy that legalized 
selling may soon knock down the 


(Continued on page 41) 


_ . Pleasare Parading 


Those Empire union pickets in 
front of the Broadway cinemas 
have tired of the lone’patrols. 

A couple now have their girl 
friends parading up and down, in 
front of the theatres, with ’em. 














son, owning the Orpheum, the stand 
for Empire wheel shows there) 


‘Ex’ Sympathy 


The same psychology which 





has made Jack Dempsey 
and other ex-champs more 
popular in their defeat than 


they were on top has been evi- 
denced in the Broadway pic- 
ture houses the past week 
where the newsreels with 
President Hoover received 
greater ovations and acclaim 
than Pres.-Elect Roosevelt. 

Considering the rabid Demo- 
cratic strength of New York 
where, prior to the polling, the 
Pres. was razzed and Roose- 
velt wildly applauded, the re- 
verse is remarkable. 

Shots of F. D. are now met 
wth mixed reactions: V, P.- 
Elect Garner is openly razzed 
(that ‘Nance’ middle name 
somehow reacts peculiarly), 
and H. H. is salvoed enthusi- 
astically. 

















New Congressmen 
Must Learn 


Real Hot Stuff 








Though with one dissenting 
vote that a last-minute upset 
on presidential election dope 
would mean a waste, Publix in 
New York got out a tabloid 
announcement with streamer 
‘Roosevelt Wins’ in advance 
and had it on the streets 30 
minutes ahead of all New York 
papers Tuesday night (8). 

Total of 100,000 copies were 
distributed in the metropolitan 
zone. Sheet, built like a N. Y. 
tab, was handled through Milt 
Feld’s advertising department. 

Alex Gottlieb, writing the 
story, handled it in daily 
newspaper style, but writing 
it ahead of election day played 
safe. 

His honey paragraph was: 

‘Governor Roosevelt could 
not be reached for a statement 
as the early reports came in, 
‘but before the polls closed he 
expressed complete confidence 
in his election.’ 

On the flash, Par plugged 
Maurice Chevalier, current at 
the Paramount, New York. 





and Senators 
Newsreel Formula 


e 





Virtually devoid of stars and fea- 
tured players by the Democratic in- 
vasion, newsreels are hurriedly pre- 
paring a film school and casting 
bureau for congressmen. While 
doubtful that they can find a La 
Guardia tempo in the Democratic 
ranks, the reels are confident that 
the Capitol will yield more screen 
talent and color than during the 
Hoover administration. 

Aside from the acting abilities of 
the Democrats, the reels, from their 
own viewpoint, size the new Wash- 
ington as the most important spot 
in the world for them. Tariff and 
beer issues are expected to provide 

(Continued on page 37) 


Popularity Polls Get 
Winners the Razz; 


‘Also Rans’ Respect 


Chicago, Nov. 14. 
Radio ‘popularity polls’ may be 
kidded into disrepute. In the first 
place they’ve been too numerous, 
Secondly they have frequently been 














FIGHTING FOR 
CAST OFF DUDS 


Chicago and Atlantic City are 
fighting for a piece of Hollywood 
and the film industry hasn't yet 
made up its mind which is going to 


win. It comes about this way: 

Cast off garments worn by stars 
in various pictures, pieces of origi- 
nal sets, etc., have been loaned by 
the industry to the Atlantic City 
Steel Pier film exhibit for the past 
three years. 

Now Chicago wants all of these 
old clothes and relics for its World's 
Fair. 

The Chicago argument is that a 
concessionaire company headed by 
Senator Roy Woods has $500,000 in- 
vested to publicize pictures at the 
Fair. That company is willing to 
give said old stars’ clothes far more 
publicity than they are now deriv- 
ing on the Pier. That the Chicago 
Fair will display said old togs of 
players in a miniature Hollywood, 
including the replica of a modern 
theatre is : er 


Good Will Stage Show 





What Cheer, Ia.,,Nov. 14. 
Business men of the city have 
engaged the Lew Henderson Co. 

variety troupe, for a 10 week: 


stand at the Masonic theatre here 
Stunt is designed to pre More 
good will and is in the nature of 
holiday present to otherwi 
unable to afford theatre amus 


those 


80 obviously out of harmony with 
true ratings as to be absurd. Third- 
ly it’s been costing many artistes 
plenty of mazuma to come in among 
the top rankers. 

A strange paradox has developed 
in connection with these popularity 
polls, Radio observers increasing 
discount and brush aside as ‘arti- 
ficial’ the totals of the leaders. 
stead they scan the ‘also rans’ more 
closely and are much more im- 
pressed by the 89 votes for Sadie 
Glutz than by 4,000 votes for 
Madame Bigstuff. It’s figured the 
89 votes is legit, the 4,000 total 
simply proves that Madame Bigstuff 
has a lame wrist from voting for 





herself. 

Which seems to bear out the 
scriptural adage that ‘the last shal) 
be first.’ Meanwhile during the 
height of the popularity polls 
plenty of copies were sold ami 


actors have been reported spending 
upwards to $400 spread over the 
period of the ‘contest’ for those 
coupons to be clipped and mailed, 


Ruppert's $ Beer Chain 


One hundred 1 and 4 third restaurant 
equipped with bars for serving near 
beer was opened by Col. Ruppert 
during the week. He's been quietly 
building the chain for the past year. 

Idea, of course, to be ready when 
the real foam comes in. 


Girl Bouts as Lure 
Newest thing in Times Square ig 
¢irl boxing exhibitions. Gymnasium 
advertising three- 
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Coast Stage Work Has Spotted | of 
Each 400 of Today's Screen Names_ 


Hollywood, Novy. 14. 

Their faces over the footlights in 
Hollywood or Los Angeles has been 
the means of putting just one out 
of every 400 players on the screen. 
Migrating 1to Hollywood after the 
advent of talking pictures it was 
not until the Jocal stages had given 
them a public appearance that some 


of the current screen names re- 
eeived auditions or prominence in 
films. 


Players who had hung around the 
studios for a year or more without 
a tumble did not seriously attract 
film execs until legit showings had 
exhibited their face, figure and 
work. 

Many who had drawn them to 
the picture box offices prior to sound 
met defeat with the arrival of talk- 
ing pictures. Loafing for a year 
or more these thespians accepted 
legit jobs at $35, $45 and $50 a week. 
Film producers saw them and the 
pay check jumped over night in 
many cases to $750 and higher for 
their comeback. 

Ruth Chatterton’s Start 

Names which the Coast stage has 
brought into pictures since the in- 
troduction of scund include such 
players as Ruth Chatterton, given 
her opportunity following an ap- 
pearance in ‘The Green Hat’ here. 

Colleen Moore, big in the days of 
silent, got a talking picture contract 
after ‘Church Mouse’ gave her a 
chance to display a stage presen:¢ 
and voice before the producers. - 

Clark Gable came forward after 
‘The Last Mile,’ as did Russell Hop- 
ton. For Guy Kibbe it was ‘The 
Torch Song,’ while Rosco Ates tovok 
nis first applause, jnsofar as pic- 
tures are concerned, at. the Or- 
pheum, where his stuttering gave 
ihe producers an idea. 

‘Porgy’ was the play that con- 
vinced studio execs that Clarence 
Muse had talking victure possibili- 
ties and ‘Five Star Final,’ at the 
Pasadena Playhouse, was Frances 
Starr’s in. 

Coast ‘Show Houses’ 

While not break-in houses, the 
legit theatres here can be considered 
as such. In addition to the fore- 
going, Roscoe Karns’ performance 
in ‘Front Page’ gave him the re- 
quired boost for pictures. Victor 
Jory came in through the Pasadena 
Playhouse, as did Randolph Scott 
and Alison Skipworth. 


Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. and 
Franklyn Pangborn’ stepped in 


through the old Vine Street, whereas 
‘Queen Elizabeth’ brought Marion 
Burns to the’ studio limelight. 

Stuge, from the screen standpoint, 
also has been good to Edwin Max- 
well, Nancy Carroll, Stuart Erwin, 
Arthur Byron, Tom Douglas, Arthur 
Pearson, Bessie Love, Eline Mc- 
Manhon, J. Carroll Naish and Her- 
Sert Mundin. 








Collins Dialog at WB 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Aithur Collins, coast and New 
York producer, has been engaged by 
Warners as a dialog director. Cur- 
rently he is assigned to work with 

William Dieterle on ‘Grand Slam.’ 
Collins’ last coast production was 
‘Buried Alive. It played two weeks 











. 


Ad Turned Down 


New York ‘World-Telegram’ 
was the only paper in the city 
to turn down RKO’s cartoon ad 
on ‘Goona Goona,’ all the other 
dailies using it. Ad was rather 
unique, drawn by Soglow, 
‘New Yorker’ cartoonist, and 
having no wording. 

In two boxes showed a rajah 
or Indianish person buying a 
ticket at a box office, over 
which is electric sign reading 
‘Cameo Theatre’ and the name 
of the picture and admission 
price. Second box shows the 
same lad walking away from 
the theatre fanning himself. 


HOLLYWOOD WILL GET 
‘LIFETIME’ AFTER ALL 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 




















Delmonico’s Waltz Ghosts Give 
Way to Hotchas—Cantor’s in Town 





Reminding Warner 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Lew Brown, of Brown and 
Henderson, phoned Jack War- 
ner on his arrival in town. 











WILL MAHONEY 


The Los Angeles. Herald “Ex- 
press” said: “Will Mahoney is a 


After taking the call, War- 
ner’s secretary returned to the 
phone saying: ‘I'm sorry, but 
Mr. Warner doesn’t remem- 
ber just who you are.’ 

‘Tell him,’ came back Brown, 
‘Im the guy he bought a mu- 
sic company from for $2,000,- 
000.’ 

—F rom ‘Variety's’ 


Holly- 
wood’ Bulletin. 











smash hit. The audience last night 
cheered him. His falls, his com- 
edy and famous xylophone dance 
brought many of the audience to 
their feet to shout bravos.” 
Direction 
RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 











Criterion, which was reopened to 
run Academy award pictures and 
has been only doing average of $200 
a day, will remain open, with ‘White 
Zombie’ going into the house Nov. 
16 for six days followed Nov. 23 by 
‘Once in a Lifetime,’ opening that 
night with $1 premiere then running 
at 65 cent scale, starting Thanks- 
giving. 

Criterion selected instead of Film- 
arte on account larger seating ac- 
commodations, 


Stevens’ Own Name 


Hollywoo”’, Novy. 14. 
Fight of Onslow Stevens against 
having his first name changed to 
Ronald by Universal for romantic 
purposes has been won by the 
player. 
Onslow still goes. 


Kate Smith and Retinue 
Surge Into Hollywood 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

Kate Smith arrived here Sunday 
from New York with an. entourage 
consisting of T2c Collins, manager; 
Homer Fitchett, p.a.; Nat Brusiloff, 
musical director; Lew Diamond of 
Paramount eastei'n studios, a com- 
panion, and a maid. 
Paramount people were scurrying 
about to find sufficient quarters at 
studio to handle the delegation. 


Laurel Gives Everything 
To Wife; $45 for Self 


Hollywood, Nov. .14. 

Stan Laurel and his wife have 
separated pending probable divorce 
proceedings. 

Understood that the comic turned 
over a $300,000 trust fund, his bank 
account and the Beverly Hills home 
to his wife, keeping only $45 for 
himself. 

Couple 
daughter. 











have a_ four-year-old 





dozen, 


_proval. 


Lucifer Plugs for the 
Stars, Plan of Match 
Co. After Studio Oke 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

Diamond Match company is after 
major studios for permission to. use 
the photographs and biogs of stars 
on a new book type lucifer box. 

Matches, unlike the usual adver- 
tising packet, will not be a give- 
away, but will be wrapped in cel- 
lophane and sold in packrves of a 
Company figures that sev- 
eral million boxes will be bought 
weekly. Book wrapper will carry 
only data about the players with no 





tures. 
play the lead in ‘The Lady,’ orig- 


inally intended for Norma Shearer. 
Production will start this week. 


IRENE DUNNE GOING 


ON LOAN AND ON AIR 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Irene Dunne called back from her 


New York vacation by Radio Pic- 


On loan to Metro. She will 


Also on her return Miss Dunne 


Will sing three songsi 





German Girl Called 


Berlin, Nov. 14. 
Radio Pictures has given Wera 


Engels, German girl, a year’s con- 
tract with orders to sail for Holly- 
wood pronto. 


Miss Engels is the daughter of 


mention of current pictures or 

studios. ay eee the former’ captain of the> cruiset 

Idea was originally submitted to| ‘Emden,’ one of Germany's ace 

the Hays organization, which | raiders during the war. She’ll leave 

thought kindly of it and passed it = — U. S. on the ‘Bremen’ 
Nov. 29. 


on to the studios for individual ap- 
Neither players nor studios 
will receive renumeration. 

Match compan thinks the idea 
will appeal to the kids who will 
collect the empty books. much in 
the same fashion they did the cigar- 
ette pictures years ago. 


268 IN DEMPSEY SHORT 


‘Sock Market’ Will Be Made by 
WB in Brooklyn 





A cast of 268 people has been 
signed for the Jack Dempsey two- 
reeler being made by Warner Bros. 
at the Brooklyn studio. Added to 
that last week was a dozen New 
York sports writers who were taken 
out to the Vita plant Friday (11) 
to appear in ringside seats during 
filming of a fight sequence. 

WB's deal with Dempsey is for 
this short only, known as ‘The 
Sock Market.’ .Short was written 
by Bernard Hershey of the Brook- 
lyn staff and includes music. 





Reformed Racketeer Now Author 








Danny Ahearn, East Side Lad, Sells Story 


for Pictures 





' 
|} Danny Ahearn joined the ranks 
|}of Hollywood writers last week | 
| when Warner's accepted his to be | 
|}published story ‘Picture Snatcher’ | 
in which James. Cagney will 
starred. It is an inside newspaper 
yarn handling topics not heretofore 
used on the stage, screen nor in 
novels. 

The deal was made through Jake 
| Wilk, head of the Warner eastern 
| play department, who consummated 
ithe purchase in 24 hours, ‘Snatcher’ 
lis expected to be published about 


| 
ithe time the picture reaches the 





be | 


languages, the tithe being changed 
in some countries. , 

At present W. Heffer & Sons, con- 
servative booksellers of Cambridge, 
England, list. the work: Ahearn 
(Danny) ‘Confessions of a Gunman.’ 





$600 FOR ACE MEGGER 


Swedes Back From Hollywood Not 
Interested at Home 





screen. 

Ahearn, born and brought up on 
|New York’s lower East Side, gained 
jattention about two years ago with 
book ‘How to Commit Murder 
Get Away With It.’ His 


| his 
land 


lrents aimed him for the priesthood | 


in the first year, 


} but he quit college 
in on various 


| thereafter. getting 
| 

| rackets. 
rackets, 


jhe turned from 
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| that thes 


‘Murder’ was printed in seven 


pa- | 


Ahearn became entangled | 
| with the police of several cities, but) | 
convinced | 
would not. pay in the long | 


Stockholm, Nov. 2. 
Highest paid film. director. in 
| Sweden, Gustav Molander, | gets 


per film,: which -is less 
than $600. It may take him any 
amount of time as’ well. He is 
|signed under year’s contract, but 
can work at other jobs. 

The only person who: gets any 
money in pictures here'is the comic 
Fridolf Rudeen,. who makes 100,000 


13,000 crowns 


and Paris) Basil 





Basil Dean Patching Up 
Differences with Radio 


Basil Dean and Radio Pictures 


have about made up their minds to 
be friends again, with a settlement 
of their difficulties expected momen- 
tarily. 


Dean was the RKO-Radio film 


producer ‘in London about a year 
ago, when the company was making 
films abroad. Trouble arose because 
production was stopped and Dean 
left. 
three weeks ago he expected to go 
to bat on the matter legally, 
though in New York primarily to 


When arriving in New York 
al- 


‘Autumn 
Play 


a legit show 
with the Shuberts. 


produce 
Crocus’ 





Mrs. Jack Warner’s Visit 
Mrs. Jack Warner arrived in New 


York from the Coast Sunday. 


Visit will’: be for two or three 


weeks, ° 





SAILINGS 


Nov. 29 (Berlin to New York), 


Joe Strassner, Joseph Hergesheimer, 


Elisabeth Rethburg (Europa). 
Nov. 28 (Berlin to New York), 
Wera Engels (Bremen). 

Nov. 26° (New York to London 
Dean, Ernest B. 
Schoedsack, G. F. Shoedsack (Ber- 
engaria). 

Nov. 23 (London York), 


to New 


Jack Robbins, Matt Malneck (Em- 
press of Britain). 


Nov. 17 (Havre to New York); 
Mrs. Tom Terriss and Mildred 


Terriss (Manhattan). 

Nov. 12 (New York to Vile- 
franche), Irving Mills, J. P. McEvoy 
(Rex). 

Nov. 11 (N. Y. to L. A.), Minna 
CGombell (Pres. Coolidge). 

Nov. 11 (New York to London and 


Paris), Harry Foster, Clifford C. 
Fischer, Thelma White (Paris). 
Nov. 11 (New ‘York to Paris), 
Russell Muth, Jules Sauerwein, 
Jimmy Spearman, Thelma -White 
(Bremen). 
Nov. 10 ¢€New York to Genoa), 


James J. Walker, Betty Compton 


(Conte Grande). 





crowns three times a.:vear and al- 
together that is over $50,000. So 
those who return from Hollywood 
{like Seastrom aren't interested. 


| 
| 
! 
| 
j 


| 


Nov. 7 (Los Angeles—around the 
world) Mr. and Mrs. J. Darsie Lloyd 
(President Pierce). 


will be in ‘Hollywood on the Air’. 


broadcasts. 
Her first vocal efforts on the ether. 


opens Nov. 19 and Dean is sched-. 
uled to sail back to London seven 
days later. 


localized 


7 A ne 

Delmonico’s, shrine of aristocratic 
ghosts and memories of gay 
‘nineties’ cotillons and soirecs, has 


become a mecca for song plugeers, 

Taxis discharge them at the door 
—publishers, composers, pianists 
and sales managers, sheets 
are tucked under their arms, special 
material seethes in their brains. 
They sail up and down in elevators, 
bolt through corridors, Broadwayites 
erusading along, Park avenue. 

Delmonico ghosties, surprised at 
this unusual convention, 
to consult the hotel register for its 
reason. There they will find that 
Eddie Cantor occupies Suite 1602. 
Mr. Cantor needs four songs a week 
for his radio hour. He'll need them 
for 26 weeks, making a grand total 
of 104. A music’ publisher's pla- 
zhure. 

If spooks that ‘waltzed ‘The 
Blue Danube’ are not frightened 
away by the ‘hotchas’ ‘sweet 
babies’ of modern melody, they may 
enter Suite 1602, They will find Mr. 
Cantor all over the room in black 
shoes, gray socks and an elegant 
black silk robe. tied firmly round his 
middle. The song merchants drape 
on chairs, rest on window sills, 
perch on the piano, pound the key- 
board or just. stand around with 
feeble assumption of: aimlessness 
and ease. 

The Wiles of Tin Pan Alley 

Men with a mission, that mission 
to plug musical merchandise, they 


greet rival ‘newcomers with a 
valiant show of cordiality. They 
cluster in: groups, hail fellows well 
met, passing the time o’ day as 
they steal wistful glances toward 
the piano. The publisher out-stay- 
ing all the rest will unfold his new 
number for Eddie’s ears, and his 
alone. When the audition cannot be 
postponed, .its performer sings just 
loudly enough to be heard in what- 
ever part of.the room Mr. Cantor 
has taken residence. When Eddie 
cracks a joke, his audience howls 
with appreciation—not a  partic- 
ularly hard job, considering the 
Cantor delivery. When he likes a 
number, he receives instant—if 
somewhat hollow—agreement from 
his guests, sportsmen all. 

Wild-eyed Mr. Cantor, who has 
the faculty of doing several things 
at once, bolts his lunch, dramatizes 
politics, runs: over new material, 
tries out gags and has a few words 
to say about radio. 

He stresses elimination 
from programs. 

‘Radio listeners have been gagged 
to death,’ ne believes. ‘They’ve had 
too many wise-cracking, mechanical 
programs. They’ve been cheated of 
personality-development,, the surest 
way of getting the longest laugh. 


Eddie Re the Raddio 


‘In last week’s broadcast I spent 
many minutes in humorless con- 
versation, building for next week’s 
script—preparing the situations that 
will sustain interest and prolonged 
response. 

‘To gag-alert Broadway, that may 
not be funny. But you must re- 
member that Broadway makes up 
one minute portion.of the air andi- 
ence. People who spend the night 
at home with the radio.are simple 
and wholesome, . They enjoy homely 
philosophy, coated ,with humor. I 
don’t particularly want them to’ say, 
‘Gosh that .line was funny.’ I'd 
much rather hear, ‘You know, what 
he said was true,’ as they chuckle 
over the conclusion of a sit- 
uation.’ 

Thus, food for thought, couched 
in humorous phrases, is the medium 
that Mr. Cantor believes reaches the 
largest group of ether fans. 

‘At least 25% of the audience,’ he 
continues, ‘is made up of children. 
Comedy can be neither swift nor 
if it hopes to appeal to 
them. They respond best to seund 
gags—situations that end with a 
comic, repeated use of sound props 
—a bell, a whistle or some other 
audatory gadget.’ 

Music and comedy for the 
folk; sound gags for the children; 
humorous discussions of present day 
conditions for the more mature ele- 
ment; the projection of a personal- 
ity that welds them all together 
these comprise the Cantor recipe for 


Lead 


have but 


to 


and 


of gags 


funny 


yvouns 





»pgeneral air entertainment. 























tic 
ay 
as 


7 ee a. ee «el ae 


Tuesday, November 15, 1932 





PEIECTG@RES 


VARIETY $ 








a—_ 





HOW BIZ CAND 




















L. A’s New Flock of Religions 
To Evade Fortune Telling Law 


Los Angeles, Nov. 14. 

Los Angeles’ new city ordinance 
to curb fortune telling, clairvoyance, 
spirit mediumship, seership, astrol- 
ogy, palmistry and all the other 
eisms connected with the commer- 
cial pursuit of foretelling the future 
went into effect last week. It caused 
but little trouble to those who make 
a living through the gullibility of 
the pubiic. Ordinance has a loop- 
hole which permits prognostication 
if it is in any way connected with 
a religious order. 

Immediately the seers hauled down 
the old signs which titled them as 
‘Professors’ and substituted adver- 
tising with ‘Reverend’ prefixed to 
their names. Later they went about 
the business of organizing a church 
with a few dummy names as mem- 
bers. 

Handles on the new churches are 
at least colorful and imaginative. 
One is the “Church of Astral Color,’ 
another ‘Congregation of Heavenly 
Light.’ Colored seer has named his 
group ‘Followers of Mogic, South.’ 
‘Adventists of the Future’ is another 
new born church. Most of them 
will refrain from quoting a stand- 
ard fee for their psychic powers, 
preferring instead a contribution to 
their church which will better im- 
fress the chumpies. 

In a town filled to the brim with 
trick sects, the new orders will cre- 
ate little excitement among the 
local gendarme who are powered to 
make pinches where the law is 
violated. Influx of Gypsy fortune 
tellers who have been renting vacant 
stores and going into the seering 
business will probably stop. Gypsies 
have found L.A. a fertile field lately. 
One was on the corner of Vine and 
Hollywood for a year until the build- 
ing was torn down. Law will not 
affect Ocean Park, hotbed of trick 
fortune tellers who have bilked 
Hollywood's great for a number of 
years. 


DRESSLER GETS $2,500 
FOR SOLO AT MIKE 


Marie Dressler at $2,500 for her 
solo appearance before the mike on 
this coming Thursday’s (18) FPleisch- 
mann hour is considered a coup of 
no small proportions by the NBC. 

Mort Milman of the network's tal- 
ent bureau is enroute to the coast 
by plane to line up other film names 
on provisional mike appearances for 
the yeast variety program, when 
and if they come east this winter on 
business or pleasure. The film 
names are deemed very oke by the 
radio commercials for concentrated 
tuner-inner attention. 

Milman will also be on the scene 
for Al Jolson’s initial broadcast for 
Chevrolet Friday (18). 











Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
As an air plug for ‘Prosperity,’ 
Metro plans to put Marie Dressler 
on a national broadcast hook-up. 
Talk will be  serio-comic and 
along the line that ‘prosperity is 
just around the corner.’ 


Jessie Ralph’s First Film 


Jessie Ralph will leave the cast 
of Theatré Guild’s ‘ Good Earth’ 
Nov. 19 for Hollywood to play the 
femme comely role in Columbia's 
‘Child of Manhattan.’ She held down 
the same part in the legit version. 

It's Miss Ralph's first picture. 

Jack Curtis agented. 

Added to the cast are Betty 
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Laugh for Cohn 





Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
In anticipation of Harry 
Cohn’s return from New York, 
Norman Krasna has written 
a new song that will be sung 
to the exec when the welcom- 
ing committee meets him. 
It’s called ‘Laugh, 
Laugh.’ 


Cohn, 











CAVALCADES 
2,003 EXTRAS 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 


Greatest number of extras used 
in any talking picture and _ thg 
heaviest mob in more than six years 
was assembled for ‘Cavalcade’ at 
Fox, Nov. 11, when 2,603 people 
were engaged to enact London's 
original Armistice day celebration, 
just 14 years later. 

Scene cost Fox $13,500 for back- 
ground labor alone, since no check 
was less than $5. Placement of 562 
other extras on the same day 
brought the total up to 3,165 for 
the day and 5,829 for the weex, a 
gain of 1,000 over the previous 
stanza. 

Last big set to approach the 
‘Cavalcade’ record was on April 9, 
1928, when Warners used 2,016 
people on ‘Noah's Ark.’ 


U Facing Possibility 
Of Using Only Outside 
Players im Top Spots 


Universal City, Nov. 14. 

Dropping of Sidney Fox from 
the contract list brings Universal 
one step nearer to depending al- 
most entirely on players borrowed 
from other studios, and free lance 
performers to cast its pictures. Stu- 
dio’s list, with only five men and 
two women eligible for leading 
parts, is the smallest in many years. 

Of three features now filming, two 
have outside players in the top 
roles. Of four coming up shortly, 
one has a U star, another is cast 
with a free lance actor topping, and 
for the others studio is looking off 
the lot for players. 

U's only stars, apart from Tom 
Mix who sticks closely to his west- 
ern series, are Lew Ayres, Boris 
Karloff, Tala Birell and Paul Lukas. 
Latter has been constantly on loan 
since going there. Feature people 
are Tom Erown, Gloria Stuart, 
Andy Devine, Russell Hopton, On- 
slow Stevens and Noah Beery, Jr. 

With this meager list, studio has 
the smallest overhead for contract 
players of any major lot, with ex- 
ception of United Artists. 

Slim Summerville and Zasu Pitts 
have contracts for two each year, 
and Charles Murray and George 
Sidney make one annually. ‘They 
Had to Get Married,’ with Summer- 
ville and Miss Pitts, is only film 
in work with U people in lead spots. 

‘Destination Unknown’ has Pat 
O’Brien in the top role, with Tom 
3rown, only contract player, in fifth 
spot. ‘Laughter in Heli’ is topped 
by O’Brien and Merna Kennedy. 
Gloria Stuart is in fourth spot. 


Garbo Aloof at Home 




















Grable, Louis Alberini, Betty Ken- 
dall. 


‘Baby Face’ for Stanwyck 


Burbank, Nov. 14. 





| 
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Stockholm, Novy. 2. 
Although Greta Garbo’s holiday is 
supposed to be up on Noy. 1, she | 
wants to stay here over Xmas and} 
do some skiing. Interest in her ace | 


1 gs : : F 
Barbara Stanwyck has approved | tions is beginning to calm down but | 


a synopsis titled ‘Baby Tace,’ and 
the story will be used for her next 
picture at Warners. Studio allows 
actress to pass on her stories. 

Gene Markey, last at Paramount, | 


i 





starts today (14) to write the script. | push her ‘Susan Lennox.’ 


expected to revive when ‘Grand | 
Hotel’ and ‘Mata Hari’ are released. | 

Local Metro-LeMat office here is| 
sore at her coolness toward them, | 
not being interested in helping them 


motion picture study which has 


IDATES WIN 
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? CONGRESSMEN, 
1 LIEUT.-R0V. 


Band Leader Elected in 
State of Wash.—Bloom, 
Sirovich Return to Con- 
gress—Most Senators Con- 
sidered ‘Friendly’ to Show 
Business Re-elected — Of 
‘Enemies’ Only Barkley 
(Ky.) Victorious — Thea- 
tre’s Big Role in Cam- 
paign 


CODY, HARRISON LOSE 





Of five theatrical or theatrically 
connected candidates for various 
political offices in last week’s na- 
tional election, three were victorious 
and two defeated. 


Victors were Congressmen Sol 
Bloom and William It. Sirovich, who 
return to Washington as represen- 
tatives of the 14th and 19th Con- 
gressional districts of New York, 
respectively, and Vic Meyers, or- 
chestra leader, who was elected 
Lieut.-Governor of Washington in 
the Democratic landslide in that 
state. Meyers ran for mayor of 
Seattle last year but was defeated. 


Losers were William H. Harrison 
and Claude Cody, Democratic can- 
didates for Congress in New Jersey 
and Michigan, both defeated by Re- 
publican opponents. Harrison is a 
former radio crooner who crooned 
his campaign speeches over WOR, 
Newark. Cody formerly headed the 
Cody Amusement Co., of Lansing, 
Mich., which controlled the three 
leading theatres there until selling 
out to Butterfield. 


There was some reshuffling of 
non-showmen among officeholders 
and candidates who are considered 
‘friendly’ toward the show business, 
but most of them won. Senators 
Blaine of Wis., Moses of N. H., and 
Jones of Wash. all Republicans, 
were defeated, but the other ‘friend- 
ly’ Republican senator, Davis of 
Penn., was re-elected. Couzens (R.) 
of Mich. remains in office, with his 
term still unexpired. 

Democratic senatorial candidates 
classed as amicably inclined to show 
biz and who were elected include 
Wagner, N. Y.; Bulkley, O.; Russel, 
Ga., and Tydings, Md. Democratic 





Big Money Kidding 


Paramount put in a bid of 
$30,000 for picture rights to 
‘Dinner at Eight,’ hit play. 
This is a formality, price not 
necessarily meaning anything 
but that Par is willing to sit 
down to talk terms. 

George S. Kaufman took the 
formal bid letter and figure 
seriously, writing Par as fol- 
lows: 

‘T'll make an offer to buy 
Paramount for $40,000.’ 

The hit’s manager would like 
$150,000 or more for filming. 


CLARA BOWS OK 
FILM COMEBACK 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

Judging from the audience reac- 
tion at the preview at United Ar- 
tists Long Beach theatre of ‘Call 
Her Savage,’ Clara Bow lands back 
on both feet, taking bows. 

It was a smart move on the part 
of Fox to spot her preview in Long 
Beach, longhaired church center 
which has always frowned upon her 
frivolous screen activities. 

Her first appearance on_ the 
screen was the signal for a burst 
of applause which was continued 
for several minutes, drowning out 
the dialog in spite of fading up. 
Following the performance almost 
3,000 persons mobbed Clara’s car 
intent upon congratulating her. 
Picture shows a marked improve- 
ment in her acting, recognized by 














intermittent applause all through 
the story. 
Strong story plus ace dialog, 


photography and direction. Missed 
out a little in the first reel, prob- 
ably due to star’s lack of confidence 
in herself, but hit well after that. 
She has reduced considerably, but, 
while still buxom, has added per- 
sonality. Impression is that being 
kicked at has-given her an added 


depth of feeling which shows 
markedly in her screen perform- 
ance. 





MARIAN SPITZER RETURNS 

Marian Spitzer, Par writer, left 
for the coast Thursday (10). 

She has been in New York several 





(Continued on page 63) 


weeks on a visit. 





Kids Taught 


Film Values 





Ohio U’s Course Going on Radio—U Has 
Selected Technical Staff 





Columbus, Ohio, Nov. 14. 

Instead of art appreciation, it is 
now going to be motion picture ap- 
preciation, as a result of a grant 
of $10,000 to the state department 
of education and Ohio State uni- 
versity for studies in teaching chil- 
dren to judge the value of the mo- 
tion picture. 

The gift has just been received 
from the Payne Fund in New York 
city, according to announcement, by 
Dr. B. O. Skinner, state director of 
education. The Payne fund is a 
foundation interested in research in 
new fields which particularly con- 
cern youth. 

The technical staff which will 
make the study includes Dr. F. H. 
Lumley and Dr. Edgar Dale of the 
bureau of educational research at 
Ohio State university; Ben H. Dar- 
row of the Ohio School of the Air, 
and Miss Elizabeth Watson, New 
York city, who has been sent here 
to assist with the project. 

This study in taste discrimination 
will continue aspects of the recent 





been reported in a series of articles 
in ‘McCall's’ magazine, but will be 
carried on exclusively through the 
two Columbus agencies ani will be 
completed within one year. 

The experiments in criticism of 
pictures will be made in connection 
with both high school classes in 
English and groups of adults. They 
will center about the teaching of 
appreciation over radio in Ohio, the 
broadcasts being used by both stu- 
dents and parents as discussion 
topics. 

An experimental edition of Dr. 
Dale’s book, ‘How to Appreciate 
Motion Pictuves,’ will be issued this 
fall for use in connection with the 
study. A commercial edition of the 
final form will later be published! 
by the MacMillen Company. | 

Drs. Lumley and Darrow will ar-! 
range for the broadcasting of the | 
series and Miss Watson will conduct |} 
studies of the technique used in the 


played by 


Presidential Air Ballyhoos Kept 
$50,000,000 Worth of Customers Home 


7 —_— 


What price presidential air cam- 
paigns to the film industry? With 
the outcome, Will Hays is no longer 


described as a politician, but an 
‘ameliator.’ 

But, the big worry for U. S. thea- 
They found radio at its 
worst as a competito~. During the 
two months of campaigning, box 


office authorities estimate that the 
Hoover-Roosevelt contest on the air 
alone kept $50,000,000 worth of film 
fans at home. 

During September and October 
there were at least 25 important 
coast-to-coast hook-ups. Theatre 
men using fan tables figure that for 
each of these at least one-fifth of 
the Hoover or Roosevelt invisible 
audience were regular ticket buy- 
ers This means the number of 
absentees, regularly cash customers, 
was around 10,000,000 for each of the 
key point broadcasts. Absence of 
each fan meant the average theatre 
in the country checking 20c off in 
the red. Thus, radio’s tallest toll 
on the b. o. 

The fact that the newspdpers, as 
represented in the Associated Press, 
gave radio a break on election re- 
turns, establishes no precedent for 
the film industry to go by. 

From all indications the industry 
will not adopt any uniform meas- 
ure in its dealings with the air, 
There is every likelihood, however, 
that very shortly major companies 
will work up another one of those 
codes, such as the one-at the stu- 
dio in relations with newspapers. 


Delicate Situation 

The radio situation is admittedly 
a delicate one. Radio-Keith-Or- 
pheum constantly uses national 
hook-ups, through its affinity with 
the National Broadcasting Co., to 
plug its theatres. Theatres in about 
25 cities throughout the country, in 
addition to the several houses on 
Broadway, use the air from time to 
time. 

Filmdom’s radio code, it is gleaned 
from inside activities during the 
past few weeks now coming to a 
head, very likely will feature no 
star cluster broadcasts on a na- 
tional hook-up during box office 
hours. This also has its complica- 
tions by the different time ranges in 
che U. S. 

Circuits, as well as independents, 
are a party to the cry for no broad- 
casting at all. Therein, the situa- 
tion becomes complex. No Holly- 
wood premiere, for instance, would 
be complete without a mike. 

The attitude is that national hook- 
ups are contributing cause for de- 
clining box offices, and that this 
should be settled by the entire busi- 
ness soon, 


W.B. OK’S RADIOING 
BY STARS OF PIC AID 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Jack Warner's ultimatum that no 
picture names from the WB-First 


National studiog be used on the 
company’s station KFWB as com- 
petition to theatres has been 
amended to allow players to ether- 
ize if their ap)-earances can help 
sell. pictures. 

In this connection the station re- 
sumed its 15-min. sketches of cur- 
rent pictures over the air before the 
opening of the film either at the 
Warners Hollywood or Downtown 
here. First of these was a tabloid 
teaser edition of ‘I'm a Fugitive,’ 
j}adapted by Sara Kingman and 
Glenda Farrell of the 
picture cast and staff actors. 

Mervyn Le Roy who megged the 
film also directed the radio cast, a 
fact stressed as part of the exe 
ploitation. 

These tabloids will be used only 
on the type of pictures that lend 


tres is over. 














groups 20th series will he inaug-| themselves to air adaptation. It is 
urated with the beginning of the!also likely that some of the teasers 
second semester coming in reb-| will be waxed and shipped out for 
ruary. j use elsewhere as pre-opening plugs. 
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Doubling Stars Seems to Weaken 
Individual Draw Power; Learned 
By Metro—7 Pictures Behind 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Metro is seven pictures behind on 
its delivery of current program. 
Doubling and grouping of names 
caused an acute condition on 
where the studio finds that 
drawing power of 


has 
the lot 
the individual 


stars is being curtailed through 
their appearing in teams. Clark 
Gable, for instance, has gone in 
double harness with Norma Shearer 
and Jean Harlow in his last two 
pictures. He is scheduled to appear 


in ‘The Lady and the Prizefighter’ 
next with each succeeding picture 
in which he is teamed with an equal 


or stronger name, his patronage 
suffers. Case is not only true of 
Gable, but of all stars on the lot. 


Miss Shearer, Robert Montgomery, 
Joan Crawford included. 

Absence of Greta Garbo and un- 
certain physical condition of Marie 
Dressler have helped to throw the 
production schedule back. Reported 
total remake of ‘Prosperity,’ pro- 
duction troubles on ‘Rasputin,’ 
‘Mask of Fu Manchuw’ and ‘Tin Foil,’ 
all have contributed to the studio’s 
belated showing on the current pro- 
gram. In the case of these produc- 
tions, improper story preparation 
has been the main trouble. 

At present, Metro has six pic- 
tures on the fire to start within 
the next fortnight. Chances are that 
half of them will not get away 
within that period. 

‘Buddies,’ the Keaton-Durante- 
Cooper picture, though slated to 
start, must await the return of 
Jimmy Durante from Honolulu 
where he is with the ‘Pig Boats’ 
company. Norma Shearer is listed 
to shove off with ‘La Tendresse,’ 
though the story is still in prepara- 
tion. ‘Whistling in the Dark,’ while 
ready for production, is up against 
a casting problem with the studio 
up a tree on who to use as the 
leads. ‘“Tugboat Annie,’ the Marie 
Dressler-Wally Beery feature now 
being written, cannot get started 
for at least a month, with Miss 
Dressler at present in the east for 
medical attention. This will prob- 
ably be her cinematic swan song, 
or ‘Prosperity’ may have been, leav- 
ing a large sized hole in Metro’s 
star draw. ‘White Sister,’ the 
Helen Hayes picture, is the only 
one of the six ready for production. 
‘The Lady’ with no one set for the 
cast is in the writing process. 


Wrong and Hot Film 
Got to N. Y. Censors in 
Error—All Squared 


Paramount almost got in bad 
with the New York censor board 
last week, through an error when 
someone shipped a print of ‘Une 
Femme Dans le Trains’ over for a 
certificate. 

Picture, made in the Joinville 
studio in French, and considerably 
torrid, was sent to New York’s 
Paramount office just so the for- 
eign department execs could see 
Bob Kane’s Paris handiwork, with 
no intention on anybody’s part to 
distribute it locally, in foreign 
film houses or otherwise. 

Before the execs could lay 








their 


hands on it, it get to the scissor 
lads and they sent back a letter 
stating their annoyance at even 


being asked to pass on that kind of 
film. 
With explanations both ways. 





Lili—Better? 
Lily Damita is now Lili Damita. 
Change in the spelling was made 
on the advice of an unnamed friend 
in United Artists who thought it 
would look better with the ‘y’ 
knocked out. 





MELFORD MEGS McCOY 
Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
George Melford has been given a 


three-picture contract to. direct 
Tim McCoy Westerns for Meteor 
Productions. He starts the first to- 
day (14). 

Pix are produced by Irving 


Briskin for Columbia release. Mel- 
ford’s contract arranged by Lichtig 
and Englander agency. 





4 Partners for 1 House 





Three Rosenfelt brothers and 
Satz, operators of the Jerome 
theatre, in the Bronx, dis- 
pensed with the_ services of 
Wally James, the house man- 
ager, on the ground that they 
did not need a manager. 

The three Rosenfelts and 
Satz do all the work around 
the place except operate the 
machines. 


CUSTOMERS B00 
TIRESOME 
TRAILER 


Canton, O., Nov. 14. 
Whether its features are to be 
shown in Canton again or not, pa- 
trons of Loew’s here don’t care to 
be reminded of it while they are 


trying to enjoy a show. This is 
evident by the razzing every time 
the trailer is flashed, informing cus- 
tomers the Metro feature will never 
again be shown in a local theatre. 

As often as four times during a 
program Loew’s has been flashing 
the trailer and for several weeks 
now patrons have been voicing their 
disapproval by booing and applaud- 
ing. So boisterous has become the 
demonstration in recent weeks that 
the operator immediately pulls the 
trailer. 

An opposition theatre, which two 
weeks ago started showing first-run 
films, announced in its newspaper 
ads and on the screen that the fea- 
tures would be shown for the first 
time at this theatre and after that 
the management did not care what 
local theatre used them. 

















Irene Rich’s Switch 


Cleveland, Nov. 14. 
Irene Rich has cancelled all of 
her future Loew time bookings, 
cutting the tour short at Loew’s 
State here, to fill a picture date in 
New York. 
Actress is slated to begin rehear- 





sals later this week in ‘Like My 
Daughter,’ to be produced by 
Western Electric and Marshall 
Neilan. 


VIC SEASTROM AS GOD 


Former Film Director May Play in 
Danish Pastures 
Copenhagen, Nov. 2. 
Victor Seastrom, former Holly- 
wood director, has been engaged by 
the Danish Folks Theatre for a 
month's engagement in ‘Pygmalion.’ 
He may remain here to play De 
Lawd in ‘The Green Pastures.’ 


Dreiser's Hatred 
Of Films Fades 
For Par's Cash 


--- 











Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

Despite the previous unpleasant- 
ness over ‘An American Tragedy’ 
and his statement that he would 
never allow another picture com- 
pany to film one of his book,s Theo- 
dore Dreiser has closed with Para- 
mount for the purchase of his 
novel, ‘Jennie Gerhart, for $25,000 
and a small percentage of any net 
profit. 

When approached as to his price 
by B. P. Schulberg, who will use 
the picture for Sylvia Sidney, 
Dreiser asked $50,000 but said he 
would come down if he could sit in 
on the writing of the script. Para- 
mount objected to that but offered 
a smaller amount and a contract 
promise to film the piece with 
fidelity to the book. 
cepted. 


RUN OF PLAY CONTRACTS 


May Keep 3 Legits Out of Holly- 
wood for While 











Paramount is trying to talk sal- 
ary figures to Robert Lowes, legit- 
ing on Broadway in ‘When Ladies 
Meet.” Par got track of the lad 
when they asked Thomas Mitchell, 
in ‘Clear All Wires’ to make a test. 

Mitchell asked Lowes to do some 
chatter with him to help along and 
when the thing landed in the ex- 
ecutive office, the company, after 
ascertaining who the other fellow 
was, began going after Lowes. 

Lowes can’t do anything as yet 
as he has a run of the play contract 
with John Golden. 

Par has also tested Spring Bying- 
ton and Walter Abel of the same 
play, though here, too, contracts 
will hold up any deals for some 
time. 


CARTER BACK AT METRO 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Oscar Carter at Universal work- 
ing on the script of that studio’s 
Soviet story, has returned to Metro. 
He is adapting ‘Clear All Wires’ 
in collaboration with Delmar Daves. 
Carter was formerly New York 

‘Times’ correspondent in Moscow. 








Schaeffer of Par Tells His Men 
To Either Quit or Stop Talking 





In an attempt to hold his lines 
together and to reach a hoped-for 
state of permanency on distribution 
personnel, George J. Schaeffer, 


Paramount's general sales manager, 
has been ready for nearly a week 





now to receive resignations if there 
are to be any. From inside ac- 
counts he wants them now if any 
person in his department intends to 
quit. If not, he wants the talk and 
rumors, whether idle or serious, to 
come to a stop. 

This substantially was the stand 
Schaeffer took last week at a meet- 
ing at the home office, attended by 
h.o. distribution executives, district 
and branch managers. Schaeffer is 
said to have spoken straight from 
the shoulder and to have indicated 
just how he stood as the boss of 
the sales end. 

At the meeting Schaeffer indi- 
cated that if anyone wanted to leave 
for another company to inform him 
without delay. Only resignation 
known was that of Tom Bailey, dis- 
trict manager for New England, 
who handed in his walking papers 
the same day. 

Bailey’s Plaint 

Bailey is reported having felt 
| that his many years of service with 
the company, starting under Her- 








man Wobber in the west, entitled 
him to consideration for a h.o. post 
long before this. When Sidney R. 
Kent resigned and Schaeffer suc- 
ceeded, the east was split between 
Joe Unger and Stanley Waite. Jn- 
siders say that Bailey felt he should 
have split the east with Unger. 

The Schaeffer conference was 
called as a result of disturbances in 
Par distribution during the past 
year, brought more seriously to a 
head by the simultaneous resigna- 
tions a few weeks ago of John D. 
Clark and Wobber, with Bull Suss- 
man, Clark’s assistant, also drop- 
ping out. 

Accounts that all were joining 
Fox and Sidney R. Kent has had 
the effect of a lot of talk in and out 
of Paramount concerning what the 
future might develop. This gossip 
within the Par sales organization, 
including that offers had been re- 
ceived to join other companies, was 
struck at by Schaeffer. He is 
quoted as having said that he 
wanted this talking to cease unless 


help the state of affairs in the Par 
distribution end, but it’s said to 
have greatly strengthened Schaef- 





fer’s power with the company. 


Dreiser ac- 





Selznick’s RKO Contract May 
Await Arrival East of Kahane 


Who Favors Unit Productions 





Smart Cameramen 





Chicago, Nov. 14. 

When the Chief arrived here 
Thursday (11), it had six 
passengers from the _ coast. 
Among them was Joan Ben- 
nett. Another was Vice- 
President Curtis, who had 
boarded the train at Topeka. 

About 10 cameramen at the . 
station apparently overlooked 
Curtis as he left. One of the 
other passengers called their 
attention to him, saying: 

‘There's the vice-president if 
you want him.’ 

‘He was the vice-president,’ 


said a cameraman, ‘The hell 
with him. We want Joan 
Bennett.’ 











IST RUN DOUBLE 
BILL ON COAST 
BURNS FWC 


Los Angeles, Novy. 14, 

Fox West Coast is burned at the 
Orpheum, San Francisco, going into 
double feature first run last Satur- 
day at 45c top. 

Double bill began after house had 
played three days of ‘Sporting Age,’ 
Columbia picture, and grossed a 
little over $900, with picture pulled 
and ‘Night Mayor’ and ‘Vanity 
Street’ then going first run and be- 
ginning double feature policy. 

First time on Coast that first run 
houses have sold double bills, 


Fox Assigns Miss Perkins 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

Grace Perkins is back at Fox to 
write the adaptation on ‘Promenade 
Deck.’ , 

When she first came to Holly- 
wood several months ago, Miss 
Perkins was at the stvdio for a 
month, 


Lang With Lasky 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Walter Lang, formerly with Co- 
lumbia, has been engaged by Jesse 











Lasky. Will direct ‘The Warrior’s 
Husband.’ 
This will follow ‘Zoo in Buda- 


pest,’ Lasky’s first production effort 
for Fox. 


McWilliams with B. G. 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

Glen McWilliams, cameraman on 
; the Fox lot for several years, has 
| been engaged by British Gaumont 
|as chief cameraman. 
| McWilliams’ contract is for one 
| year. He will leave here for Eng- 
| land late in December. 











Salkow as Co-Megger 


Sidney Salkow, assistant to Bar- 
ney Glazer at Paramount, becomes 
an associate director. 

First assignment is to co-meg 
‘Eleven Lives,’ formerly Known as 
‘The Good Thing,’ with Thorton 
Freeland. 


Helen Chandler in Top 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Helen Chandler will play the lead 
in ‘Behind Jury Doors’ for Fanchon 
Royer. 
Picture is being made for May- 
fair release. 





Mary Picks Howard 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Leslie Howard has been chosen 





it was intended to accept such of- } 
fers. 
Sam Katz’ resignation did not} 


| from some 15 as the lead for Mary 
Pickford in ‘Secrets.’ 





| Production starts Nov. 28, Frank 
| 3orzage directing. 
| er : 
Whale’s Assignments 
Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
James Whale will direct ‘A Kiss 


| Before the Mirror’ from a play by 
L. Fedor for Universal. 
Later he will take up 
* Man.’ 


‘Invisible 


+ 





Future status of Dave Selznick 
as an RKO producer is still in the 
confab stage. M. H. Aylesworth, 
RKO head, has talked with Selz- 
nick but the two have not ap« 
proached any agreement as to posi« 
tive terms for a new Selznick deal, 
Their talks have revolved mostly 


around the cost and income pos- 
sibilities of RKO films. 
From indications it looks like 


Selznick may stay in the east in- 
definitely and that the terms under 
which he will continue to associate 
with RKO production may not 
reach conclusion until the middle 
of December when B. B. Kahane, 
president of the Radio Pictures, is 
due in New York. Kahane leaves 
the coast around the end of the 
month with his unitization plan for 
the RKO studios under his belt. 

Under Kahane’s plan producers of 
RKO film unit will be selected from 
the present studio staff. Basis of 
allotment is eight pictures to each, 

Whether this means that Selz- 
nick’s future position with RKO 
would have him limited to a solo 
unit jurisdiction is open. There are 
indications the RKO heads are op< 
posed to allowing Selznick any sal- 
ary increase on his present annual 
pay amounting to $130,000 or $2,500 
weekly. 

8 Films and Percentage 

Among the counter proposais 
which have been thought about is 
for Selznick to continue at his pres- 
ent annual figure but as a unit 
producer on eight pictures. In- 
stead of a salary increase the com- 
pany would allow him a limited 
percentage out of the profit on his 
own films. Should Selznick agree 
to such terms they would apply for 
a three-year term, beginning Jan. 1, 
next. 

Selznick, while awaiting develop- 
ments in his personal situation, is 
surveying the Broadway plays. He 
is looking around for stories and 
plays and is expected to make an- 
nouncements some time this week 
as to what buys he may have made. 
None so far are definite. 


HERTZ WEST FOR COLD, 
NOT PERSONNEL SHIFTS 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

Claiming that his visit here was 
not official but to rid him of a 
stubborn cold, John Hertz stated 
to a ‘Variety’ representative there 
would be no change in Paramount 
local personnel resulting from his 
presence here, 

Hertz stated that Emanuel Cohen 
will remain in charge of produc- 
tion and that if any changes are 
made they would be at his sugges- 
tion. 

Later, in an announcement, Hertz 
claimed that Paramount is free 
from all petty jealousies and that 
Production under Cohen has shown 
a marked improvement. He looks 
for a general improvement in the- 
atre conditions during the next few 
weeks, it stated. 

Hertz leaves for New York Nov. 
17, after a week at the Paramount 
studio. 








Raines’ Play 

Anthony Young, legit producer, 
has bought ‘Mid-Pacific, a play of 
the South Seas, for early produc- 
tion. Piece was written by Hale 
scy Raines, who handles trade 
paper publicity for Metro. 

Raines is thus the third member 
of Howard Dietz’s staff to hit the 
literary and dramatic ring. Others 
are Don Clarke and Val Lewton. 


USC Player in ‘5th Ave.’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

Ward Bond, USC footballer of 
three years ago, grabs a part in 
‘East of Fifth Avenue,’ which Bryan 
Foy is making for Columbia. 

Lois Wilson and Dickie Moore 
also in the cast, which is headed 
by Leo Carrillo. 


VEILLER ADAPTING ‘PASSAGE’ 


Bayard Veiller has been assigned 





to adapt and dialog ‘Passage to 
Paradise,’ at Paramount. 
John Halliday, returning from 


London next week, and assigned to 
B. P. Schulbere’s ‘Luxury Liner,’ 
also gets a part in ‘Paradise.’ 
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Katz Awaiting Settlement Par 


Contract Before Making Moves; — 
Barney Balaban as Mediator 


-—- 


With plenty. 
of them 
as to Sam Katz’ contemplations for 
his next business association, there 
is a more positive report that not 
much will be heard for publication 
about Katz and his show business 
future until he shall have settled 
his contract with Paramount. 

Katz’ contract claims with Para- 
mount are said to run into a huge 
sum of money. The agreement has 
yet four years to go. When the 
Paramount theatre, New York, was 
built Katz made a new contract 
with Publix Theatres for 10 years at 
a salary of $150,000 a year and 74%4% 
of all profits earned by Publix The- 
atres during that time. In 1930 
it is said Publix made six millions 


of reports and most 


very ambitious in scope, 


-and in another year as much as 11 


millions. Along with other Para- 
mount execs Katz, about two years 
ago, waived the 714%. Recently 
with theatre salary cuts in Para- 
mount his salary was sent to $120,- 
000 a vear. 

Balaban Mediator 

Prior to-the new 10-year con- 
tract Katz made with Publix he 
held an agreement for five years at 
$100,000 a year with 10% of the net 
profit made by the Publix Theatres. 
This agreement was voided when 
the new contract was entered into. 

It is said that Barney Balaban, 
financial man of the Balaban and 
Katz circuit in Chicago reached 
New. York late last week as 
the arbitrator, representing Para- 
mount-Publix and Sam Katz in 
the adjustment of the Katz con- 
tract. Barney Balaban may also 
be the medium through which any 
of the Publix Theatre properties in- 
cluding the B&K circuit pass to 
B&K or Katz. 

Katz is said to have made his 
own offer for the B&K chain to 
Paramount with that offer pending. 
John Balaban, who is the theatre 
operator for Publix-B&K at pres- 
ent, along with other houses, is said 
to have made an outright buy pro- 
posal to Paramount for the B&K 
circuit last week. The offer was 
turned down by Paramount. Para- 
mount has the large majority con- 
trol of B&K. 

Katz is conducting his business 
from his Park avenue apartment. 
Roy Furman and Jane Stubbs, his 
private secretaries, who remained 
in Katz office in the Paramount 
building on Katz personal payroll, 
left there yesterday (Monday) and 
will be with the boss on Park ave- 
nue. 

Spitz will probably take oc- 
cupancy of the Katz office in Publix. 
He’s been in John Balaban’s old 
quarters for a month or more now. 


RADIO CITY’S FOX FILM 
STRANDS ROXY FOR PIX 


With Radio City having first call 
on Fox product, as well as that of 


Universal, Columbia and RKO, the 
Roxy theatre is faced with a 
famine of first run product im- 
mediately after the first of the 
year. 


Unless Warners decide to divert 
their bookings for the Winter Gar- 
den, which they relinquish early in 
the year, to the Roxy, it is con- 
ceded by Foxites that the big house 
will have to go second run, forget 
pictures, or close up altogether. 

Agreement between the theatre 
and Fox Films, whereby no rental 
would be paid until after the house 


overhead had been deducted from 
the receipts, has ended. Fox now 
gets 15% of every dollar taken in 


for film rental 


The original deal too often saw 
Fox not collecting a cent for its 
Broadway irst runs during the} 
eight weeks of the agreement. 


is i <jtuntion 


Broad vay 


unpreeedented in 


show business. 


{amounted to $3,170,723. 
|lative basis of 52 weeks, this wee 





This | to $476,000 with $259 
{tax abatements, 


| 





Just a Producer 


A coast producer mentioning 
that one of his pictures had 
received four stars in ‘Liberty,’ 
added: 

‘And we don’t 
the paper either.’ 


65 WRITERS AND 
METRO SHORT 
ON STORIES 


advertise in 











Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

Suffering from a shortage of story 
material, Metro is reading every- 
thing that comes in. In the past 
two weeks it has purchased two 
plays, one origina] and an old silent, 
‘The Lady,’ made by Norma Tal- 
madge for First National in 1925. 
This in spite of a writing roster of 
65 now on the studio pay roll. 

Plays are ‘Clear All Wires’ and 
‘Men Must Fight,’ both current in 
New York. Original is ‘Mortmain’ 
by A. C. Asterly. Latter will be an 
all-star picture. Norma Shearer 
gets ‘The Lady, scheduled for 
March production. 

Meanwhile, studio is looking for 
an air yarn similar to Paramount’s 
‘Big Broadcast,’ in which it is 
planned to use a flock of radio 
names. 

Writers on the Metro lot have 
been instructed to submit original 
ideas pronto, with the possibility of 
the ideas going into production 
shortly after their acceptance. Stu- 
dio is particularly in need of yarns 
for Clark Gable, Robert Montgom- 
ery, Jean Harlow and Joan Craw- 
ford, with each of these just one 
story ahead of their current assign- 
ments, 


Bill Fox Operating 
Big Fox House, Frisco, 
With Indies at 25c 


San Francisco, Nov. 14. 


Joe Leo here Saturday (12) for 
final arrangements on the Fox the- 
atre which he will reopen shortly 
for his brother-in-law, William Fox. 

Leo has secured product from 
several of the indie exchanges. 
Henry Goldenburg as manager will 
operate house at 25c top. 

Theatre has been dark since Fox- 
West Coast left five weeks ago, 
house reverting to Fox and Bank 
of America. Latter has been dick- 
ering with F-WC offering sizeabie 
reductions in rent, but F-WC no 
like, having dropped plenty cash in 
the big place during past two years. 











$120,000 W’kly Saved in 
RKO Theatre Operation | 


Actual economies in operation so | 
far effected by the RKO administra- | 
tion under Harold B. Franklin have | 
On a cumu- 


reach an excess of $6,700,000. 

This report was placed before the | 
RKO board at the latter’s meeting 
Thursday (10). 


The home office savings on the| 


52-week basis would amount to} 
| $849, 844. Divisional theatre savings, 
| $1, 424,066 


have amounted | 
,500 eredited to} 


$792,527 in| 


Rent reductions 


and 
labor costs, 


‘PETTIJOHN AT CAPITAL 


;eents per line but did not include 


INDUSTRY IN ALL 
WANT HIM IN LEAD 


Exhibitor-Leaders and Hays’ 
Own Directors Insist He 
Continue—No One Else’s 
Name Mentioned 











With leaders of all branches of 
the industry, including even the in- 
dependents, pledging allegiance to 
him, Will Hays faces the Demo- 
cratic administration with his pic- 
ture status for the first time since 
he entered office actually clearly 
defined. He sticks as the film in- 
dustry’s organizer and not as its 
head political contact, as is the 
impression even in parts of the 
trade. 

A compendium of industry opin- 
ion carefully and widely checked 
since the election shows the indus- 
try regards its position politically 
as stronger than at any other period 
in its history. Under the Demo- 
cratic regime filmdom has far more 
important contacts and a bigger 
face in Washington than at any 
time while the Republicans were in 
power. 

In the new set-up Charles Pet- 


(Continued on page 29) 


Kent's Chill for 
Radio Kills Airing 
On ‘Cavalcade 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

Sidney Kent’s antipathy toward 
radio cancelled the arrangements 
made for a nation-wide and short 
wave to England broadcast of the 
Armistice Day services held on the 
Trafalgar Square set for Fox's 
‘Cavalcade.’ 

Broadcast was set with NBC 
when Kent stepped in with his 
thumbs down edict. On several oc- 
casions he has voiced himself in re- 
spect to radio, claiming it was noth- 
ing but a headache to theatres. 
Despite the promotional and bally- 
hoo advantages of the broadcast 
Kent stuck to his guns. 

Services, impressive and solemn, 
were conducted by an Episcopal 
bishop. About 2,500 extras from 
‘Cavalcade,’ all English, and the en- 
tire personnel of the studio were in 
attendance. 

In the evening, studio entertained 
at dinner 300 members of the trade, 
daily and foreign press who wit- 
nessed the photographing of the 
Armistice reception in London for 
the same picture. 


DEMANDING 95C RATE 
FROM ‘TIMES,’ LIKE ‘H-T’ 


New York ‘Times’ recently cut its 
commercial advertising rates five 








theatricals. ‘Herald Tribune’ also 


ana huff 





eut the commercials but gave the 
same cut-price concession to the| 
classified amusements. Theatre| 
men feel the ‘Times’ should follow} 
suit. 

The New York film houses, with 
the major circuits leading the fight, 
have made this demand for a five- 
cent cut from the ‘Times’ but so far 


j}have not received this concession. 


Negotiations are still in progress 
with inside indications the theatre 
people may cut their ‘Times’ ap- 
propriations on advertising unless; 
the decrease is granted. Present! 
line rate for classified amusements 
in the ‘Times’ is $1; the ‘Trib’ is 


icharging $.95 with the cut. 
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HAYS MUST STAY 





ERPI Stands Chance of Very Heavy 
Damage Actions if Wilmington 
Decision Goes Against WE's Sub 





Rewriting Zukor 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Adolph Zukor’s now famous 
expression, ‘the Republicans 
gave us the depression but God 
gave us Sam Katz’ has been 
amended. 
A Hollywood wag suggests: 
‘The Lord giveth and the Lord 
taketh away.’ 


JOHN D. CLARK 
REPLACING 
GRAINGER? 


With John D. Clark on the Fox 
staff yesterday (14) as assistant to 
S. R. Kent, presumption is he will 
become general sales manager for 
Fox shortly. That may be in two 
or three weeks, First going to 
Bermuda with Mrs. Clark for a 10- 
day trip. Clark had planned stay- 
ing there for more rest, after five 
years without a vacation as western 














sales manager for Paramount, but 
found the place so deserted he grew 
lonesome. 

Bill Sussman, Clark’s assistant at 
Par, moved into Fox with him yes- 
terday. 

Clark taking complete charge of 
distribution for Fox Films would 
indicate an adjustment with James 
R. Grainger of his gen. sales mer. 
contract with the Fox company. 
During the past weeks develop- 
ments pointed to desire by Grainger 
and his son, Edmund, to enter the 
production field. 

Young Grainger’s contract as an 
associate producer at the Fox stu- 
dio was recently settled. If head- 
ing a production project in associa- 
tion with his father, regardless of 
whether Grainger, Sr., joined an- 
other company in the east in a sales 
capacity, Eddie would probably di- 
rect any picture-making under the 
close guidance and association of 
the elder Grainger. 

At Pathe Studio 

RKO-Pathe studio, Culver City, 
as a producing ground for the 
Graingers, is mentioned. It isn’t 
known through what company in- 
dependently-made Grainger pic- 
tures might release, but guess is 
that it might be Radio. 

A third Grainger in the Fox or- 
ganization, Edward, a brother of J. 
t., is eastern sales manager of the 
company. 

Clark is a veteran sales official. 
He was with Paramount 19 years, 
majority of them as S. R. Kent's 
western division chief. He left Par 
less than a month ago 
when pressure he did not feel was 
justified was exerted against him. 

The day Clark sailed for Ber- 
muda, he is said to have conferred 
with Kent on joining Fox. He had 
received his contract settlement 
from Par the day before. teports 
at that time were Clark would join 
the Fox company as assistant 
Kent with no mention that he migh 
| become gen. sales mer. 

Clark’s first task, from report, will 
be a complete analysis of the dis- | 
tribution department and the Fox} 
exchanges. } 

| 
} 


Piazza Casting | 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Ben Piazza has been permanently | 


appointed casting director at Metro 

Starting his duties today (14). 
Benny Thau, previous incum|! 

as yet unassigned upon his re 

from a European trip. } 





manager out of Boston, 
| Branton 


Western Electric's subsidiary, 


Electrical Research Products, Inc., 


incorporated at a reported capitali- 
$50,000,000, 
that 


American theatre owners, 


zation of will have to 


pay out double amount to 


alone, if 
a series of actions by three picture 
plaintiffs, the first of which is up 
for decision, are adjudged in their 
favor. 

case is 


Decision on the _ initial 


looked for by 
Talking 
Dec. 1. attacks the legality of 
ERPI's sound 
equipment which so far have run up 
a total of $17,090,000 and alleged ex- 
cessive charge and a dominating 
position on equip-nent parts. Lat- 
ter, while not officia:, is estimated 
by plaintiff lawyers to be in excess 


of $15,000,000. 

Immediately upun receipt of this 
decision plaintiffs will file applica- 
tion for a Federal Court ruling on 
the legal status of ERPI’'s entire ex- 
hibitor license set-up. Under the 
claim which will be made a decision 
for the plaintiffs will mean that 
every exhibitor with a W. E. sound 
equipment can bring individual suit 
for treble damages. 

On the basis that about 6,000 
equipments were sold for around 
$10,000 cach at a time when exhibi- 
tors, if they had the buying privi- 
lege could have obtained quality ap- 
paratus, it is alleged, at half that 
figure an injunction restraining 
ERPI from further use of its license 
formula will, lawyers say, enable ex- 
hibitors to go into court and bring 
suits aggregating a total of $75,- 
000,000. 

The speed of both actions depends 
largely upon Wi'=uington’s disposi- 
tion of the U. i. Government suit 
against Americag Tele and Tele and 
other electric factors. If that suit 
gets under way this month lawyers 
for the plaintiffs believe there is lit- 
tle chance for them getting a ruling 
for their first action, on which 
briefs are being submitted tomorrow 
(15), before after the first of the 
year. 


Richards in N. Y. 
On Par Circuit 
Scatter Scheme 


A Publix partnership over the 
Saenger division, with E. V. Rich- 
ards on the other end, with full op- 
erating control from New Orleans, 
may be worked out shortly. Rich- 
ards is in New York now, ostensibly 
to discuss such a partnership. 

The operating deal with R. J. 
O'Donnell and William Jenkins, for 
local control of 23 remaining houses 
in the Texas-New Mexico territory, 
is virtually set, with O'Donnell ex- 
pected to transfer to Dallas within 
a week, 

Marty Mullin has aiready been in- 

stalled as New England division 
while Ralph 
will take over the middle 
Nebraska, etc.) within 
will have Joe Deitsch 

ion film buyer, with both 
headquartering in Des Moines, 
Deitsch has been assistant to Leon 
Netter, g. m. of film buying at the 


home office. 


Warners, General 


Pictures and Duovac by 
This 


service charges on 





west (lowa, 
a week. He 
as 


his divis 


Buying for the John Friedl north- 
division will be done by Ted 
Bolnick from Minneapolis, with 
Tracy Barham, formerly buying 
th f ! t and northwest, to 
be a ned elsewhere, 
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RKO Closing 35 Houses for Dull 


Period of 2 Weeks Before Xmas; 


To Shave Do 


wn Possible Losses 





ow wo bon 
Around 35 houses in various TOM BAILEY AT FOX’S 
parts of the country will be closed omnes 
down by the RKO for the two weeks | Par’s Former N, E. Sales Mgr. Re- 
before Christmas, Dec. 12-23. All 


employes of the closed spots will be 
laid off, receiving an enforced va- 
eation without pay during the tem- 
porary shutdown. 


The number of houses to be closed 
represents around 20% of the ac- 
tive RKO theatre operating units 
to date. As such the RKO move is 
an extraordinary precedent. While 


purely an operating move the plan 
is impelled by a desire for economic 
operation and to shave probable 
losses by houses incurred during the 
immediate period before the holi- 
days. 

It is based on the principle that 
the week before Christmas, and the 
seven days immediately preceeding» 
Easter are the two worst b.o. weeks 
of the year. 

In selecting the spots to close 
RKO will pick those deemed in- 
eapable of meeting their rental 
obligations during this pre-Christ- 
mas b.o. slump. 

Picking Spots 

So far two spots have been 
chosen, with others to follow 
quickly for the proscribed tempo- 
rary closing. They are the Pick- 
wick, in Greenwich, Conn,, and the 
Majestic, San Antonio. . Observation 
of the RKO circuit makes it indica- 
tive that many of the shutdowns 
will come by way of the Orpheum 
route in the middle west, the coast 
and the south. 

This slack season closing is not 
altogether new to show biz, as gen- 
erally many houses are closed by 
the picture circuits during the sum- 
mer. The RKO move is the first on 
any big scale, 

A proposal certain RKO heads 
advocated a short time ago was to 
close theatres generally in the sum- 
mer months for 10 or 12 weeks from 
June until Labor Day. 

When first revealed the idea never 
got a nibble. Generally the summer 
period is a continuous slack Db-o. 
time for the film houses for many 
reasons. 


Colored Doctor Asks 
White Wife’s Divorce 
Be Set Aside on Coast 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

Dr. Eugene C. Nelson, colored 
physician, made an application in 
Superior Court today to have a 
divorce granted Helen Lee Worth- 
ing, former ‘Follies’ showgirl, set 
aside to enable him to press action 
to have marriage annulled. 

His grounds are that residential 
requirements under Mexican law 
were not complied with when mar- 
riage ceremony was performed five 
years ago at Tia Juana. 


LEO SPITZ’ UNCLE IS 
NEW GOVERNOR OF ILL. 


Chicago, Nov. 14. 














signed; Erbb Succeeds 





Tom Bailey yesterday (Monday), 
joined the Fox organization in a 
distribution post as special repre- 
sentative. He resigned last Wednes- 
day (9) -from Paramount as that 
company’s New England district 
sales chief. He had been with Par 
many years, first under Herman 
Wobber on the coast. 

Bailey has been succeeded in his 


former Par post by W. H. Erbb, 
Boston branch manager, with Ed 
Huff, sales supervisor in_ that 
branch, stepping up to  Erbb’s 


previous chair. 


R E CEIVERSHIP 
NO CURE SEZ 





——— 





Ist Runs on Broadway 
(Subsect to Change) 


Week Nov. #6 

Paramount — ‘False Faces’ 
(W-W). 

Capitol—‘Faithless’ (Metro). 

Strand—‘Fugitive’ (WB) (2d 
week). 

Mayfair — ‘Conquerors’ 
dio). 

Rivoli—‘Trouble in Paradise’ 
(Par.) (24 week). .« 

Winter Garden—‘You Said a 
Mouthful’ (WB) (16). 

Rialto—‘Kongo’ (Metro). (16). 

Roxy—'Tess of Storm Coun- 
try’ (Fox). 





(Ra- 


Week Nov. 25 
Capitol—‘Prospertiy’ (Metro). 
Strand—‘Fugitive’ (WB) (3d 

week). 
Mayfair — ‘Conquerors’ (Ra- 
dio) (24 week). 
Rivoli—‘Paradise’ 
week). 
Winter Garden — ‘Mouthful’ 
(WB) (2d week). 
Rialto—Kongo’ 
week). 
Roxy—'Tess’ (Fox) (2d week). 





(Par) (3d 


(Metro) 24 





$2 Pictures 
‘Kid From Spain’ (UA) (Pal- 
ace), (17). 
‘Strange Interlude’ 
(Astor) (13th week). 
‘Maedchenin Uniform’ 


(Metro) 








Chicago, Nov. 14 

‘If these theatres are already run- 
ning at a’ deficit under prdfessional 
showmen it seems probable that the 
only résult of a receivership would 
be to increase the losses.’ 
This, substantially, is what Ref- 
eree Parkin, appointed by Superior 
Court, ruled in the case of the Polka 
Brothers, financially embarrassed 
exhibitors. Referee recommended 
that the creditors not press for 
bankruptcy and allow the Polkas to 
continue to operate their houses in 
Desplaines, Lake Forest and Geneva. 

Film exchanges are prominent 
among the creditors. 


U HAS FIRST CALL ON 
CHALIAPIN PICTURE 


Universal will get a chance to 
take over the U. S. distribution 
rights to ‘Don Quixotte,’ Vandor 
(French) production starring Cha- 
liapin. 

No definite decision will be made 
until U in New York takes a look 
at the negative, as yet uncompleted. 

United Artists was first under- 
stood interested in the picture, but 
U got a first option on it through- 
out the world by loaning the 
Frenchmen Sidney Fox to play op- 
posite the Russ singer. 

Pabst, German ace director, 
megged the picture in Nice, France, 
with versions made in French and 
English. Actual work on the pic- 
ture was completed about 10 days 
ago, with film now being assembled, 
and all deals pending the results 
of Carl Laemmle’s clan b.o.’ing the 
result. 








REFEREE 


(Froehlich) (German) (Crite- 
rion) (9th week). . 





Foreign Films 

‘Mensch Ohne Namén’ (Ger- 
man) (Ufa) (Little Carnegie) 
3d week). 

*‘Kameradschaft’ (German) 
(Nero) (Europa) (2d week). 

‘Man’ Braucht Kein Geld’ 
(German) (Cinema) (Hinden- 
berg) (15). 


— 














$65,000 ON NUT, U MAY 
SELL ‘BOY’ TO. WARNERS 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

Deciding against making ‘Laugh- 
ing Boy,’ Universal is now nego- 
tiating with Warners for its sale. 
Accumulated expenses on the 
Oliver La Farge Indian story bring 
its cost to Universal to around 
$65,000. ; 

When Metro asked $100,000 for 
loan of Ramon Novarro, to team 
with Dolores del Rio, U decided to 
sell the yarn. 








L. A. to N. Y. 


Bonnie Cashin, 
Helen Rose. 
Gene Raymond. 
Louis N. Cohen, 
Jack Gain. 
John Hertz. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Mort Milman. 
Minna Gombell. 
Bobby Agnew. 
Meredith Wilson. 
Kate Smith. 
Ted Collins. 

Nat Brusiloff. 
Josephine Dillon. 





Story Boom in Film Scripts 








Judge Henry Horner, Democrat, 
of Chicago, who was elected gov- 
ernor of Illinois by a comfortable 
margin over his opponent, Len 
Small, is an uncle of Leo Spitz. 

An attorney for B. & K. and other 
interests in Chicago, Spitz recently 
has been in charge of certain high 
executive duties in Publix at the 
h.o. 

Recently Spitz is said to have 
turned down the post of corpora- 
tion counsel for the city of Chicago. 
He still maintains a large lucrative 
law practice in Chicago, contacting 
it usually on week end trips from 
New York. 


Back to ‘Bum’ Title 


A fourth title change, supposedly 
to stand for release, has occurred 
on the Al Jolson picture, nearing 
completion on Coast. It’s now to be 
called ‘Hallelujah, ’'m a Bum.’ 

At first it was ‘The New Yorker,’ 
then ‘H->py-Go-Lucky,’ and on 
third c.icnge just ‘Hallelujah,’ 
which was its original name 














Story agents report a new boom 
market in original scripts for pic- 
tures. Claim is made that more 
originals now being peddled and 
sold than ever before, with both the 
writers and the picture folks liking 
it that way. 

Explanation is that there is a 
growing list of writers who have 
been in Hollywood, learned the 
ropes of story writing for pictures 
and are now out on their own. 
These writers figure they’d rather 
write their yarns as and when they 
feel like it, without studio restric- 
tions and encumbrances, 

Studios are just as glad to buy 
originals from fellows like that, on 
the theory they are getting material 
from experienced hands without 
having to pay regular weekly sal- 
aries. 

From the studio’s standpoint, even 
if the stories cost a bit more, there 
lis less gamble involved and the stu- 
div is free to pick and choose, 





|And Everybody’s Satisfied, Taking in Both 
East and West Coasts 





FLINN ON SPECIAL IN 
HANDLING ‘SIGN CROSS’ 


John Flinn, former Pathe execu- 
tive, is in New York in the capacity 
of special agent. He is handling 
‘Sign of the Cross’ for Paramount 
which will be roadshowed. 

.Flinn is now occupying the office 
formerly used by Charles McCarthy, 
publicity official for Par, before he 
moved over to Fox. 


Bow’s 2 for Rork Only 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Clara Bow will make one more 
picture under her personal contract 
with Sam Rork who has deal for 
two Bow pictures with Fox. Next 
will start around Feb, 1. 
Her contract specifies that it 
have 75% action and 36% dialog. 











Hollywood 





weekly ‘Variety.’ 


department. 


Briefly rewritten extracts from ‘Variety’s’ Hollywood Bulletin, 
each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regul 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 





Zion Meyers is at Universal 
as an indie producer. Starts first 
picture Nov. 20. U will release it. 





Radio’s Air Film 
Radio will produce a picture titled 
‘Hollywood on the Air’ to cash in 
on the NBC weekly broadcast of 
that name. 





Nat Levine returned after a three 
weeks’ trip during which he cov- 
ered state right exchanges handling 
his Mascot product in the northern 
half of the country. Also bought 
story material in the east. 

For Court Approval 
Contracts of three yougg femme 
players at Warners are up for Su- 
perior court approval. Geraine 
Greear, 18, and Alice Jans, 20, are 
getting $40 a week. Helen Ruth 
Mann, 20, gets $50. At the eighth 
option due in seven years, girls, are 
to get $400 a week. 








Finishing at Fox, Allen Rivkin 
and P. J. Wolfson are at Warners 
to. work on the script of ‘Picture 
Snatchers.’ , Film is the next. for 
James Cagney. 





John Huston’s first job at Univer- 
sal is the adaptation of ‘The 
Wizard.’ 





Spyros and Charles Skouras have 
held a half a dozen pep meetings 





of F-WC managers in local dis- 
tricts. 
The Embassay, neighborhood, is 


the latest of the long-closed Fox- 
West Coast houses to reopen, 





Looking for Lookers 
Hal Roach studio is out after half 
a dozen femme lookers for its come- 
dies and for its bathing beauty and 
leg art pictures. 





Erwin in ‘Crime’ 
With Jack Oakie switched to ‘Fly 
On,’ Stuart Erwin gets the male 
lead in ‘Crime of a Century.’ 





Back from. Personals 
Lupe Velez, irene Rich and Bs- 
telle Taylor are returning this week 
from personals in the east. Miss 
Velez goes into Fox’s ‘Hell to Pay.’ 





Nat Levine has Wyndham Git- 
tens, Colbert Clark, Barney Sa- 
recky and George Morgan writing 
the serial version of ‘Three Mus- 
keteers.’ 





‘Lifetime’ iff Filmarte? 
Universal. is negotiating with 
Hollywood Theatres to use the 
Filmarte for a Hollywood premiere 
of ‘Once in a Lifetime.’ Figured 
picture can get seven weeks in the 
900-seat house at 65c top. 





Miss Gateson with Arliss 
Marjorie Gateson instead of Violet 
Heming gets the femme lead oppo- 
site George Arliss in ‘The King’s 
Vacation’ at Warners. Miss Hem- 
ing was unable to come here, 
wanted by the Shuberts for the Chi- 
cago stage showing of ‘There’s Al- 
ways Juliet.’ 





Kohimar on Lot 
Accepting a.production berth with 
Sam Goldwyn, Fred Kohlmar left 
nr William Morris office Saturday 

). 





Six acts nightly for seven days 
of bicycle races at the Winter Gar- 
den will be used by John C. Fay, 
promoter of the races. Coffee and 
cake money is best the 42 acts can 
get. 





Kelly in Charge 
Burt Kelly will be in charge of 
production at KBS during the four 
weeks’ absence of Sam Bischoff in 
New York for conferences with 
William Saal. 





Boleslavsky on Contract 
Richard Boleslavsky was given a 


five-year contract to direct at 
Metro, after finishing ‘Rasputin.’ 
Contract starts- after he directs 


‘Black Beauty’ for E. I. Chadwick. 


Buddy Rogers for M-G 
His tests favorable, Charles 
‘Buddy’ Rogers is now negotiating 
a seven-year optional contract with 
Metro. Rogers’ last screen appear- 
ance was for Paramount a little 
over a year ago. 








‘Bugle Sounds’ Again 
‘Bugle Sounds,’ Metro on and of- 
fer, is up again for production. John 
Fish Goodrich is back on the script 
and Sam Wood will direct. 





Seff Writing at Par 


legit ‘Blessed Event,’ is now on 
Paramount's writing staff, working 





on ‘Queen Was in the Parlor,’ 


Manny Seff, who authored the: 


Gloria Stuart Returne 
Returning from New York, Gloria 
Stuart hopped off at San Franciscd 
Monday (14) for personal appear« 
ances at the Golden Gate with ‘Aig 
Mail’ (U). Her next picture will be 
‘Sweepings’ at Radio. 


B. P. Schulberg will loan Eé@ward 
Arnold to Metro for ‘Whistling 
the Dark.’ He'll play his origin 
stage part. 


18-Yedr-Old at $150 

William Morris ce has redim« 
quished its contratt with Grac@ 
Poggi, 18-year-old dancer, im order 
that she may accept a termer with 
Sam Goldwyn. Goldwyn contract 
gives the girl $150 weekly to 
going to $1,000 weekly in six years, 


Lasky Buys ‘Picnic’ 
Jesse L. Lasky has bought ‘Peking 
Picnic,’ by Ann Bridges. Irene 
Kuhn, recently at Metro, wil adapt 











Vanishing angel trouble elosed 
Billy Grant’s ‘Ragtime Revue’ @ 
the Orange Grove after the secon 
night’s performance. 





‘This Loyalty,’ orig by John B 
Clymer and James Ewens, has been 
purchased by Universal and retitled 
‘River Racketeer.’ 





Shirley Palmer gets the femme 
lead opposite John Wayne in ‘South 
of Sonora,’ Leo Schlesinger weste 
ern for Warners. 





Dwight Taylor is adapting and 
dialoging ‘Turn About’ for Metra 
It will be Joan Crawford’s next. 





Gary Cooper Back 
Gary Cooper has returned from 
New York and goes into Par’s ‘Lives 
of a Bengal Lancer,’ starting this 
week. 


Tom Brown has been loaned cs | 
Universal to Warners for ‘ 
Central Airport.’ 








Gene Raymond is making a quick 
trip to New York before startin 
in Jesse Lasky’s ‘Zoo in Budapest’ 
for Fox. : 





Metro’s ‘Shady Lady’ story has 
been dusted off and wilt be fAtmed ag 
a musical. 





Fineman Hunting Coin 
Al Fineman is after a new banhk= 
roll for his ‘Missing Millions’ pro- 
duction. Financing by Maurice 
Chase, Buffalo exchange man, and 
wo om aggaaage lab failed to mate- 
alize. 





Bert Hanlon is 
Pepper,’ new tithe for 
‘Hell to Pay.’ ° 


Paul Schofield, writer, returns 
from England'with the rights to six 
English novels. 


‘Rider’ for Third Time 
‘Mysterious Rider’ is the first 
horse opera to get a third produc- 
tion. Hodkinson made it first, then 
Paramount, and now the latter 
studio is taking it on for a third 
stanza. Ken Taylor has the lead. 


Alice White at Par 
Alice White grabs one of th 
three femme leads in ‘Luxury Liner 
B. P. Schulberg film for Paramount. 


dialoging “Hot 
Fox fim, 














Safier Options ‘City’ 

Failing to get screen rights to 
‘Wonderbar,’ Morris Safier returned 
to New York last week holding an 
option on ‘Red Dead City,’ Soviet 
play by Elynore Dolkart, former 
Universal writer. Safier hopes to 
stage it on Broadway. 





Cruze’s Suit Against Tiff 
Cross complaint for $1,280,000 was 
filed by James Cruze Productions 
agaipst Tiffany in the latter’s suit 
for the recovery of $58,000 from 


Cruze. Tiff alleges that Cewze 
company padded negative qwts. 
Cruze wants $178,000 as negative 


cost of ‘Race Track,’ $100,00 dame- 


ages and $1,000,000 for Peeach of 
contract. 
Metro’s Hunt for Titles 


Hollywood, Noy. 14. 
Metro is searching for new titles 
for ‘ White Sister,’ ‘Pig Boats,’ 
‘Turn About’ and ‘Mortmain.’ Fors 
mer pair have had considerable pub- 
licity under their present tags. 
Usual $50 offer for new tags ie 
made in the case of the quartet, 


Gribble Adapting 


Radio Pictures has take on Harry 
Wagstaff Gribble to adapt ‘Our 
Children,’ Somerset Maughan novel 
for Constance Bennett. 








It’s a one picture assignment 
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New York Pow-Wow by RKO Heads 
Deciding Orpheum Circuit's Fate 


Nat Holt, mid-west divisional di- 
rector and Charles Koerner, chief of 
the southern operating end, have 
been summoned to New York by 
the RKO chiefs for the big pow- 
wow by the theatre company heads 
on the present and the future of 
the Orpheum layout. 

Out of this meeting may come the 
ultimate policy of RKO. There are 
certain of the Orph houses located 
under the two jurisdictions as op- 
erated by Koerner and Holt. 

RKO officially has decided to 
hold on to the old Orpheum Realty 
houses on the Coast. These are 
the half dozen or so which one 
formed the original nucleus of the 
whole Orpheum layout and which 
RKO, not so long ago, announced 
it might let go. Decision to keep 
the spots may have had no bear- 
ing on an offer which was made to 
RKO by Joe Toplitzky, on the 
coast, whereby he offered to take 
over the entire group. But the 
offer was turned down. 

Toplitzky figured on taking the 
spots as a realty matter. The offer 
was made to B. B. Kahane by Top- 
litzky while Harold Franklin was 
on the coast. Latter made the 
turndown. 

There is certain executive feel- 
ing at RKO, notably on the Frank- 
lin end, that the whole Orpheum 
layout could be retained intact and 
operation to be continued. Frank- 
lin, however, is mostly alone on 
that inclination. 


ROGERS’ $30,000 BUY OF 
CHRISTIE'S ‘TILLIE’ PIC 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

Charles R. Rogefs, who last week 
bought from Michael Tauber, as- 
signee of Christie Film Corp., all 
rights to ‘Tillie’s Punctured Ro- 
mance’ is now having sound ef- 
fects inserted in the first ‘Tillie’ 
picture made 18 years ago by Mack 
Sennett and will probably release 
it through Paramount. 

In the cast were Charles Chaplin, 
Marie Dressler, Mabel Normand, 
Mack Swain, Chester Conklin, 
Charles Murray and Fred Fishbeck. 
Rogers paid $30,000 for all rights 
to the Christie holdings which also 
included a remake of the picture 
four years ago that was released 
through Paramount. 

Conklin and Swain were in both 
pictures as Paramount had releasing 
rights to the second picture. Rog- 
ers will release the first one 
through that organization, expected 
to be ready around Xmas, 


GOLDWYN SHUTTING 
DOWN JAN.-MARCH 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

Sam Goldwyn closes down pro- 
duction from January until March. 
‘Masquerader’ is exnected to be fin- 
ished Dec. 20 with Goldwyn prob- 
ably then going to Europe. 

He has ‘U Boats’, Sidney How- 
ard story, on hand, but he may not 
nm.ake it until next fall. Expects to 
start the next Eddie Cantor picture 
end of March; also another Colman 
picture right after that. 

















Worsley on His Own 
"Universal City, Nov. 14. 
Walter Worsley, who has done 
littie directing since he megged 
‘Hunchback of Notre Dame’ has 
raised a bankroll for a South Sea 
picture. 
He leaves in a couple of weeks 
with a small crew to produce a na- 
tive film. He has no release set. 





‘Masquerader’ Starting 








Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Rehearsals on ‘Masquerader’ at 
United Artists start today. 
Writers are still working on the 
story, but enough is ready to be- 
gin shooting at the end of this week. 


Gore’s Setback 





Los Angeles, Nov. 14. 

Mike Gore was bemoaning 
the loss of $19 tn a card game. 

‘How come,’ asked one of 
his friends who knew of Gore's 
proverbial winning. 

‘Well, you see I figured to 
win $50, and only cashed in 
$31,’ was the reply. 


PUBLIX PASSES: 
ALL OF EM, OUT 


Gold passes, card passes and 
newspaper passes for Publix The- 
atres will be minus next year, if 
John Hertz lives up to the resolu- 
tion he informed other Paramount 
executives about before leaving for 
the coast last week. 

Hertz mentioned that all these 
passes will be abolished; he sees 
no necessity for them. There will 
be no exception, according to the 
report of the Hertz resolve. 

What substitution, if any, espe- 
cially for newspaper people, will be 
made has not so far been gone into. 
It might revert to the former paper 
weekly pass for two. 

All chains have their gold passes 
with all of thein more or less gold. 
Those favored like to wear them 
on their watch charm if they have 
a watch, and kind of toss them as 
a flash at the doorman when going 
through the gate, much like a se- 
cret service man flashing his badge, 
leaving you to guess what it was. 


A. E. Lefcourt Dead, 
Future of Remington 
Pix Decided This Wk. 


Future of Remington Pictures, 
Inc., involving plans to establish a 
chain of indie exchanges across the 
country, will be decided this week 
by parties having a financial in- 
terest. The sudden death of A. E. 
Lefcourt on Sunday (14) has 
-brought to a temporary halt pro- 
duction plans which were among 
the most ambitious in the indie field. 

The realtor, builder and banker 
had turned such a _ serious eye 
towards the picture industry that 
even major film interests became 
interested. Finding that he was 
virtually frozen out of indie dis- 
tribution channels Lefcourt was 
credited with bringing about a 
movement designed to combat im- 
portant indie companies. 

First picture of Remington was 
completed shortly before Lefcourt’s 




















death. In it the company invested 
about $50,000, big money for an 
indie’s initial venture, Titled 


‘Manhattan Towers’ the story was 
based chiefly upon Lefcourt’s per- 
sonal experiences during his sky- 
scraper building activities. 

Executives who will decide Rem- 
ington’s future include am Fried- 
man, Jack Bellman, Jack Tropp and 
Lou Schneider. 





Seven Beverlys Ready 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

With completion Saturday (12) of 
‘War Debts,’ three-reel battle film, 
Beverly Hills Productions has de- 
livered to its exchange seven of the 
12 semi-feature length pictures 
promised by Jan. 1. 

Now in production and being 
rushed to completion by Elmer Clif- 
ton are ‘The Monkey Temple,’ ‘King 
of Jimtown,’ ‘Cristophe, 2d,’ ‘The 
Priests of Painted Cave’ and an un- 
titled three-reeler depicting the ex- 
ploits of a young girl aviator forced 
down in the Argentine wastes. 








COSTLY NOISES 
AT NO EXPENSE 


Theft of Plane and Mob 
Noises Enable Smaller 
Stations to Trick Listen- 
ers-in — Exhibitors the 
Source by Running Off 
Film After Regular Show 





INDIES ALSO GUILTY 





Hollywood, Nov.. 14. 


_Purloining of sound from motion 
pictures for use as background 
effects on radio programs has 
reached the chiseling stage. Effects 
that have cost film producers hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars are 
being used by independent stations 
all over the country at virtually no 
cost to them. 

Airplane sounds from the more 
than a million dollar screen pro- 
duction, ‘Hell’s Angels,’ have been 
used by air stations hundreds of 
times and indications are that 
they'll always be used. Same is 
true of the expensively obtained 
mob noises; football cheers, trains, 
and the many other atmospheric 
noises from other pictures. 

Lift U’s Authentic Cheers 

When Universal made ‘Spirit of 
Notre Dame,’ and spent a heavy 
chunk in obtaining authentic cheer- 
ing stuff, the execs little thought 
that it would be echoed down 
through the ages. But it’s true. 
That sound has been recorded and 
is on tap for stations which desire 
football color. 

Obtaining the sound from ‘Notre 
Dame’ cost the man who makes a 
business of purloining effects just 
$40. A small theatre exhibitor ran 
off the picture following the regu- 
lar show, and _ re-recording the 
sound track of the picture was 
easy. 

Faking a Game 

Two weeks ago radio listeners 
thought they were hearing a game 
broadcast from a certain eastern 
stadium. They weren’t. They were 
listening to a station broadcaster 
(who knows his football) describ- 
ing what he thought should be tak- 
ing place from the meager tele- 
graph messages coming by direct 
wire from the game. The cheering 
from the football mob was the 
lifted canned effects from the Uni- 
versal picture. 

When the roar of lions or any 
animal sounds are heard as atmos- 
phere in those jungle serials, it’s 
10 to one that listeners are hearing 
second-hand stuff, stolen from «ne 
of the several wild animal pictures 
that have been so popular lately at 
picture theatres, for which some ex- 
hibitor pocketed $25 for running the 
film off privately for the purloiners. 

Radio stations, however, are not 
the only profiteers in the stealing of 
desirable sound. Some independent 
film producers are also playing par- 
asite to the majors, and using over 
again the canned mob scenes, air- 
plane roar, and other effects in 
their features and serials. 

Musicians’ union in Los Angeles 
is also investigating alleged boot- 
legging of recognized radio pro- 
grams by a dise recording company. 
Union claims the recorder is picking 
up standard programs, canning part 
or all of them and selling the rec- 
ords to small broadcasting stations 
in the middle west. 

Dominoes Club of Hollywood and 
Union Oil programs are reported to 
have been Jifted in this manner. 

Union has asked the American 
Federation of Labor to investigate 
air rulings in order to find a law 
that will cover the pickup. Union's 
interest is in the number of musi- 
cians gypped out of employment 
through the bootlegged records. 





Heron Returns East 
Hollywood, Novy. 14. 
Frank O. Heron, Radio v. p., left 
Friday (11) for New York after six 
weeks here. 


After conferences is expected to | 


return here about Dec. 1. 








AIR PIRATES SOUND EFFECT 


Stock Market Runs Into Setback; 
Film Stocks Do Fairly, Loew 29!+; 


Warner Statement Forms Barrier 





| 








+ J a 
Yesterday’s Prices 
Net 
Sales. High. Low. Last.chge 
400 Col. Pic... 10% 10 10 — & 
100 Cons. F... 3% 3% 3% 
100 =Do pf... 7™ 7% ™ 
3,100 East. K... 54% 53 ns —1% 
900 Fox ...... 8% 3% 3% 
3,600 Loew’s ... 30% 28% 2944 —1 
100 M-G-M pf. 19% 19% 19% + % 
6,600 Par-P .... 4 3% 3%— % 
200 Pathe .... y % % 
200° Do ‘A’... 2% 2% 2% — 
23,200 RCA ..... 8% 7% T%%—1l 
1,400 RKO ..... 4% 4% 4%—% 
4,600 W. B.... mm 2% MH-— %& 
Bonds 
$2,000 Gen. Thr... 38% 3% 3% 
8,000 Loew’s ... 86% 86% 86% +2% 
2,000 Par-F-L .. 27 26 2% —2% 
12,000 Par-P .... 25 24 2% 
3,000 W B...... 24 23% 238%— % 
Curb 
100 Trans-L .. 1% 1% I1%— % 











B. & K. DROPS 
~ PUBLIX SIGNS 


Chicago, Nov. 14. 

Name ‘Publix’ has _ practically 
disappeared from all Balaban and 
Katz advertising here. This is part 
of a gradual dropping of the pre- 
fix although officials of B&K are 
loath to discuss the negative aspect. 
They prefer to dwell upon the hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars spent 
for institutionalizing Balaban and 
Katz in Chicago. 

It is fair to say the public in gen- 
eral never knew the houses as 
Publix theatres but always as 
B&Kers. Marquees of the various 
deluxers always kept the firm name 
prominent although the word Pub- 
lix was, and is, prefixed. 

When queried some weeks ago 
John Balaban deprecated as ‘noth- 
ing new’ the local trade’s tendency 
to magnify the signficance of play- 
ing up B&K and down Publix. 


Palace Not Certain 
About More $2 Films, 
Expects ‘Cavalcade’ 


‘The Kid From Spain’ with Eddie 
Cantor and as a $2 picture opening 
at the RKO Palace, New York, 
Thursday night (17), is expected to 
remain there for eight weeks as a 
minimum, 

The theatre appears to have no 
other $2 road show picture at pres- 
ent booked to follow ‘The Kid,’ al- 
though there are several road show 
films variously rumored. The near- 
est the Palace seems to figure is 
‘The Cavalcade’ of Fox. That pic- 
ture will cost around $1,250,000 and 
is a spectacular production. It is 
due to be readied Py Fox around 
Jan. 15. Through its cost it is ap- 
parently aimed at least for a $2 
debut on Broadway. However, the 
Gaiety seems more likely to house it. 

Otherwise, if the Palace finds it 
must change its policy through the 
absence of another $2 film at the 
time ‘The Kid’ leaves, the house 
may revert to its former vaudeville 
and second run pictures or possibly 
a musical show, until the $2 thing 
on film becomes fluent once more. 


Max ‘Hoffman Crashes 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Max Hoffman, son of Gertrude 
Hoffman, has crashed his first pic- 
ture part, the young heavy in ‘Tars 
and Feathers.’ 
Joseph I. Schnitzer is producing 
for Radio, starting this week. 

















After Harwood 
Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Metro is after H. M. Harwood 
playwright, to come 
| termer. 
Co-author of 
England. 





‘Cynara lives in 


By AL GREASON 
Much of the bloom was taken off 
the post-election market jubilation 
yesterday, when, following a steady 
Saturday closing, the list began to 
sag immediately after a mixed 
opening. 

Early selling came into the rail- 
roads which were in the van of the 
new bull demonstration late last 
week. Union Pacific, leader of the 
group, opened 3 down and plainly 
was making tough going of it. The 
rest of the rails were affected 
promptly and by noon the averages 
had slipped back to about the higher 
level of the late October-early No- 
vember trading range, cancelling 
completely the gains above the 
former ‘ceiling.’ Suspicion was 
created that the penetration of the 
old upper level was merely a threat 
against the shorts and represented 
merely a superficial affair rather 
than the beginning of a real trend. 

It was noticeable that during mid- 
day when wheat prices were in the 
midst of a run up amounting to two 
cents a bushel, selling of stocks 
continued. The session represented 
a fairly brisk engagement between 
the opposing forces, but it was plain 
that the bears were having the bet- 
ter of it. Selling was better than 
buying and a number of transac- 
tions were in sizeabl2 blocks al- 
though the turnover scarcely 
reached the million and a half mark. 

Loew’s turned dull on the decline, 
opening fractionally up at 30%, but 
giving way promptly before the 
early assault to 28%. It closed the 
day at 29%, net off 1. Warner Bros., 

ite the glocmy financial state- 
ment just issued, maintained its 
level at 2% throughout the day un- 
til just before the gong when 300 
changed hands at 2%. Market was 
generally thin on both sides with 
fairly wide fivctuations between 
trades. Par held st2ady most of 
the day, but finished off a trifle. 
Company’s bonds were inclined to 
be soft, both losing about a point on 
inconsiderable trading. Final bids 
were below the closing trades and 
generally offerings were level with 
last prices. 

Wheat lost most of ‘ts mid-day 
gains and cotton was unchanged to 
slightly down. 

Mostly Technical 

Week ending Saturday (12) 
brought new pyrotechnics into the 
market, which broke through its 
early November ‘ceiling’ and from 
the chart angle looked as though it 
might have a lot further to go up- 
ward. It was conceded generally 
that the upturn was largely due to 
technical considerations—operations 
against an extended short account 
built up during the _ pre-election 
‘fear campaign.’ 





The chart picture was taken in 
many quarters with a grain of salt. 
Charts are a better guide in normal 
times than during periods of stress 
and the best brokerage advice was 
to stand aside for the time being. 
Tnis view seems to be based on the 
fact that there has been a great 
deal of improvement in that element 
called ‘sentiment,’ but very little in 
the fundamentals. After all it is 
the fundamentals that rule, while 
sentiment often—certainly at this 
time—follows a ticker festival in- 
stead of causing it. 

On last week’s turnabout there 
was a good deal of difference of 
opinion. Ability of the market to 
absorb heavy blocks of stock on the 
way up, and specifically to hold all 
its gains during the Saturday ses- 
sion, were two impressive details. 
But there is never real unanimity 
of bullish view in the early stages 
of a market movement. In the last 
three years there has been a long 
succession of brief moves. that 








here for a 


merely were the fore-runners of fur- 
| ther setbacks. In ogly two instances 
|have there been sustained recoy- 
eries, one based on the Hoover 
|moratorium in the summer of ’31 
(Continued on page 27) 





Hatrick’s Month 
Hollywood, Nov. 14, 
Edward Hatrick, g. m., of Hearst 
arrived here from 
(13), for a 


picture interests, 


New York yesterday 


j stay of about a month, 
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Post-Election Ups 


= 


LA; ‘Fugitive 


And ‘6 Hours, Both in 2 Houses, 





Los Angeles, 

Day after election sun began to 
shine in the direction of the first 
run b.o.’s, with the majority of the 
houses getting a much better break 


than they have been accustomed in 
the past month, Product was the 
reason for the spurt in three of 
them and the fourth house can at- 
tribute it to the stage attraction. 
Latter is the United Artists’ having 
in place of a F. and M. unit the 
Blue Monday Jamboree from sta- 
tion KFRC, San Francisco. Indi- 
eations are for around $18,000. Will 


hold stage show over; ‘Faithless’ the 
new feature. 

State got off to great start with 
‘Prosperity, which should equal the 
‘Smilin’ Thru’ take. Downtown and 
Hollywood playing ‘I Am a Fugitive’ 
day and date both with nice get- 
aways. 

‘Hot Saturday’ at Paramount had 
a chilly start and shows ho signs 


Nov. 14 | ‘Fugitive’ $7,500, ‘Age 


Consent’ $10,000, Indplis. 


Indianapolis, Nov. 14. 


Wintry weather closed in upon 
the openings. Biz got off to fair 
start. All spots will climb as the 


week progresses, with ‘Age of Con- 
sent’ and vaude at Lyric leading the 
pack, with ‘Night After Night’ at 
the Indiana and ‘Fugitive’ at the 
Circle following. Heavy advertis- 
ing and exploitation helping 
‘Fugitive.’ 

Apollo will do good biz with (‘13 
Women.’ Loew’s Palace played one 
performance of ‘Prosperity’ at mid- 
night Saturday (12). Regular fare 
is ‘Mask of Fu Manchu.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
35-50)—‘13 Women’ (Radio). Get- 
ting off to good start and may net 


of getting under the sun’s rays.| around $3,000. Last week ‘Sherlock 
‘Air Mail’ at RKO also got off | Holmes’ (Fox) closed at $2,200. 

poorly despite heavy exploitation Circle (Skouras-Publix) (2,600; 

campaign. 25-35-50) — ‘Fugitive’ (WB). May 

ti is Week get around $7,500. Last week 

D nse pet an Ad 25-70) ‘Trouble in Paradise’ (Par) started 
owntown ’ , -v~ ’ 4 . . 

‘I Am a Fugitive’ (WB) and vaude- — but gained; ended around 

ville. Fair $12,000. Last week : 


‘Crash’ (FN) toppled badly to $8,700. 
Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-75), 
‘Fugitive’ (WB). Should hit around 
$15,000, oke. Last week ‘Life 
Begins’ (WB) fell way off on its 
second stanza to $9,000. 
Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 25-65), 


‘Six Hours to Live’ (Fox) and stage 
how- 


show. Looks $9,000 which, 
ever, no profit here. Last week 
‘Washington Masquerade’ (M-G). 


With politics on and, special elec- 
tion night show had too much home 
radio compet; only fair results at 


$9,200. 
Paramount (Publix) (3,595; 35- 
$1.10), ‘Hot Saturday’ (Par) and 


stage show. They just did not 
crave for this one so little better 
than $11,000 can be looked for. Last 
week ‘Trouble in Paradise’ (Par) 
showed improvement on previous 
weeks but still ‘red’ for the house 
at less than $14,000. 

RKO (2,950; 25-55), ‘Air Mail’ 
(U). Lacking femme draw power; 
only $8,000 figured for nine-day run. 
Last week ‘13 Women’ (Radio), 
only five days, $4,500, which is 
pretty tough. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 25-65), 
‘Prosperity’ (M-G).  _Corking good 
start and looks like around $19,000 
for the stanza. Last week “Too 
Busy to Work’ (Fox) only $14,200. 

United Artists (Fox) (2,100; 26- 
65), ‘Six Hours to Live’ (Fox) and 
stage show. The stage show is 
drawing magnet here so most of 
the draw of $18,000 can be credited 
ing this direction. Big so good, the 
‘Blue Monday Jamboree’ is holding 
over a second week and film chang- 
ing to ‘Faithless’ (M-G). Last week 
‘Washington Masquerade’ (Metro) 
took pretty bad rap for good screen 
— with the take only 
6,900. 


‘13 WOMEN’ $15,000, 
‘PA’DISE’ 126, MONT'L 


Montreal, Nov. 14. 


Hectic week with elections at one 
end and Armistice Day at other 
boosted grosses last week but there 
may be some falling off currently. 
Palace and Loew's broke about 
level but this week latter should 
top the town with ‘13 Women’ and 
better than average vaude bill. 








Indiana (Skouras-Publix) (3,300; 
25-35-50) — ‘Night After Night’ 
(Par). Should get about $7,000. 
Last week ‘Three on a Match’ (WB) 
ditto. 

Palace (Loew) (2,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Mask of Fu Manchu’ (M-G). Will 
close at $5,000. Last week ‘Red 
Dust’ (M-G) hit $9,000 for the best 
week at this spot lately. 

Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (2,600; 25-35- 
50)—‘Age of Consent’ (RKO) and 
vaude, Alice Joy topping. Looks 
good for $10,000. Last week ‘Rack- 
a (Fox) and vaude reached 


MARCUS SHOW WITH 
‘BREACH,’ 76, L’VILLE 


Louisville, Nov. 14. 

Armistice ball, drawing thousands 
at Jefferson County Armory Friday 
night, cut opening day biz at all 
downtown theatres. Little Theatre 
company began career at Playhouse 
on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, 
re coming in for its share of film 
rade. 


Biggest event of last week was 
National’s claim that Marcus show 
drew paid attendance of some 20,000 








persons at 40c for revue and picture. 


Columbia Artists’ Albert Spalding 
drew one of biggest concert audi- 
ences at Memorial Auditorium Nov. 
9 and caused talk in town for two 
days because pedal fixtures of piano 
dropped off in middle of Bruch’s 
‘Concerto in D Minor.’ 

Cold weather over week-end 
stepped on build-up at box office, 
but week turned out better than 
might be expected. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (3,400; 25-35-50)—‘Rain’ 
(UA). Good $8,200. Last . week 
‘Mask of Fu Manchu’ (M-G), $6,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (2,700; 25- 
30-55)—‘All American’ (U) and 
Daphne Pollard in person. Nice 
trade, $7,300. Last week ‘Hot Sat- 
urday’ (Par) and Estelle Taylor in 
person, $6,700, fair. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,786; 26- 
35-50)—‘Too Busy to Work’ (Fox). 
Rogers only fair for $4,500. Last 
week ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par) big biz, 
$7,900. 

Brown (2,000; 25-35-40)—‘Little 





Liable to reach $15,000. 
John Barrymore in Capitol’s ‘Bill 
of Divorcement’ is sure of a good 


play here, and with double bill may | 


around $13,000, very good for 
this house. Princess had good week 
with ‘Rain’ and will repeat. Patace 
ehowing ‘Trouble in Paradise’ (Par). 

Nabes have been looking up of 
late and look like grossing above 
average. His Majesty’s running four 
days of ‘Mourning Pecomes Electra’ 
(legit). 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (Ind) (1,600; &5- 
$2.82) ‘Mourning Becomes Electra’ 
(legit). Four days. Advance sales 
indicate about $7,000. Last week 
‘Hookery Nook’ (legit) built up 
towards end of week for $10,000. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 60) ‘Trouble 


get 


in Paradise’ (Par). May gross $12,- 
000. Last week ‘Big Broadcast’ 
(Par) realized expectations with} 
$13,500. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60) ‘Bill of } 
Divorcement’ (Radio) and ‘Night 
After Night’ (Par). Better than 
average bill should gross $13,000. 
Last week ‘Washington Merry-Go- 
Round’ (Col) and ‘That's My Boy’ | 
«Col) b.o.’d $11,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 65) 13 | 


Orphan Annie’ (Radio). Weak $2,- 
100. Last week ‘13 Women’ (Radio), 


likewise anemic, $2,300. 
National (2,400; 15-25-40) — 
‘Breach of Promise’ (WW) and 


Marcus show. Smashing take, $7,- 
000. Last week ‘Those We Love’ 
(Col) and Marcus Show, $6,700. 

Alamo (Fourth Ave.) (900; 15-25- 
40)—-‘Evenings For Sale’ (Par). Fair 
$2,200. Last week ‘Once in a Life- 
time (U), $2,500, oke. 





Women’ (Radio) and vaude. At- 
| tractive vaude bill will get most of 
estimated $15,000. Last week ‘Crest- 
wood’ (Radio) and Huber, magician 
headliner, grossed $13,500. 

Princess (CT) (1,900; 35-60) ‘Rain’ 
(UA) and ‘Big City Blues’ (WB). 
Repeat from last week when they 
grossed $9,000, very good, will gross 





around $6,500. 
10) ‘Le Prince Charmant’ (French). 


About $2,000. Last week ‘Ma Femme, 


| 
Imperial (Franco-Film) (1,900; 25 
(French) $1,800. 


Homme d’Affaires’ 

Cinema de Paris (Franco-Film) 
(600; 25-50) ‘L’Aiglon’ (French). 
May jump a little to $1,800. Last 
|week ‘La Fille de L’Espionne’ 
(French) $1,300. 


al 


Lincoln, Neb., Nov. 14. 
Look for biz pickup this week 
with election hot afr in the back- 
ground. B.o.’s all cobwebby last 





week with a miserable first half, 


6 -- ? pe up at the end with the in- | 
, ro rl y | flowing Pitt-Neb grid followers. 
: : , 4 | The Stuart plugging Will Rogers 


'in ‘Too Busy’ by a midnight pre- 
| view to start talk, should get back 
into better money. The State with 
|‘Dark House’ and Lincoln offering 
|‘Trouble’ will be next in line of 
| popularity. 

Estimates for This Week 

Lincoln (Publix) (1,600; 10-25- 
40), “Trouble in Paradise’ (Par). 
Worth about average dough to 
$2,500. Last week ‘Night After 
Night’ (Par) in keeping with slump 
fell to low $2,300. 

Orpheum (Publix) (1,200; 10-20- 
30), ‘Wild Girl’ (Fox). Has dubious 
possibilities to about $1,000. Last 
week ‘Chandu’ (Fox) slipped to 
slim $975. 

State (Indie) (500; 10-25-35), ‘Old 
Dark House’ (U). Probably will be 
close to $1,400 at the finish. Last 
week ‘False Faces’ (WW) wobbled 
weakly to an even $1,000. 

Stuart (Publix) (1,900; 10-25-35- 
50-60), ‘Too Busy to Work’ (Fox). 
Will Rogers will top the town to 
nice $3,200. Last week ‘Red Dust’ 
(M-G) held in adverse conditions to 
$2,900. 


K. C. IS OK ALL 
OVER; ‘RAIN 
WOW 226 


Kansas City, Nov. 14. 


Longest lines of the season in 
front of Loew’s Midland Friday and 
Saturday for ‘Rain,’ and the week 
has a start that will top ‘Red Dust.’ 
Picture is of double interest here. 
Jeanie Eagels, who created the 
leading part in the stage version, 
was a Kansas City actress, and now 
the screen version has Joan Craw- 
ford, another K. C. artist. 
Mainstreet also enjoyed a local 
angle with ‘Air Mail’ as Jack Mof- 
fitt, picture editor for the K. C. Star, 
had a hand in its making. Nice tie- 
up with the postal department, 
which got cards ‘Use Air Mail and 
then see the picture,’ on the street 
mail boxes, was new. Picture 
opened nicely, as did ‘Fugitive’ at 
the Newman, which gave it pages 
of sensational publicity. 

All of downtown profited by the 
Armistice holiday and also from the 
State Teachers’ convention, which 
brought some 10,000 visitors here. 

American Royal Live Stock show 
Jso got underway Friday with more 
out-of-towners here. . 

A couple of important changes in 
policy were made starting this week 
in the Fox deluxers. The Plaza, 
which ‘has been first run with a 
tage show added, swings back to its 
old policy of first suburban runs and 
opened with ‘Smilin’ Through.’ Top 
is 35c, and the bill will be changed 
two or three times weekly. At the 
same time the Uptown goes to first 
runs, with “Too Busy to Work’ as 
its first offering and ‘Tess of the 
Storm Country’ and ‘Call Her Sav- 
age’ in order to follow. Pictures 
will be run seven days, 40c top. 

Week closing November 10 was a 
heart-breaker. Election night and 
the following day business was ter- 
rible, which cut deeply into the fair 
takings of the weekend. 

The Shubert enjoyed a nice week 
with the ‘Merry Widow’ revival. 


Estimates for This Week 


Liberty (Dubinsky) (860; 15-25)— 
‘Night Mayor’ (Col). Snug little 
grinder has a happy faculty of 
drawing fetching titles for the two- 
bit customer and holds its own week 
by week. Current date looks like 
$3,200, oke. Last week ‘Wild Girl’ 
(Fox), ditto. 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-35- 
50)—‘Air Mail’ (U). This town is 
air-minded and the sensational bill- 
ing created interest in this latest 
thriller. Helped by the Armistice 
holiday, with thousands on the 
street, the pace is good for about 
$16,000, fair. Last week ‘Once in a 
Lifetime’ (U), with Olsen and John- 
son's show the big comeon got 
what gravy there was in a bad week 
for all, $19,000, very nice, 

Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25-35-50) 
—‘Rain’ (UA). That’s a lot of seats 
to fill, in this town, but they were 
working overtime this week. Looks 
bright for one of the best grosses 
of the season, $22,000. Last week, 
however, was another story, when 
‘Mask of Fu Manchu’ (M-G) only 
drew half of that, $10,500. 

Newman (Publix) (1,800; 25-35- 
50)—Fugitive’ (WB). Gobs of 
printers’ ink was splashed for this 
Paul Muni drama, and it showed re- 
sults: close to $12,000, good. Last 
week ‘Trouble in Paradise’ (Par), 
slowed up the last four days for 











$$9,800, fair. 


Will Rogers’ ‘Work’ Looks 
Best in Lincoln, $3,200 





Mastbaum’s Closing Should Help 
All Philly: Muni, 176; Rogers, 18G 





Tacoma Reacts to ‘Head 
Hunters’ Bally, $4,200 


Tacoma, Novy. 14. 


With ‘wild’ men parading in front 
of the Roxy theatre and crashing 
the papers with almost a full page 
two color ad, Tacomans were in- 








formed that ‘Headhunters of the 
Amazon’ was to be seen at this 
house. Got attention and looks to 


get the box office, too. 
Jensen-von Herberg are making 
this spot quite some civic center 
and it’s been renamed ‘Roxy Square’ 
where major exploitation stunts of 
the Roxy come to the climax. The 
recent ‘dog derby’ got 175 kids to 
come out in the rain to wind up at 
Roxy Square. 
‘Red Dust’ is going oke at the 
Broadway, and it’s liked. Blue 
Mouse using ‘Fugitive’ day and date 
with Seattle, profiting by Seattle 
newspaper ads, too, and making lots 
of jamboree over it. Rialto getting 
along with three changes weekly, 
but no decided change in b. o. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (FWC) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Red Dust’ (M-G). Big play for 
Harlow-Gable names, in for four 
days, with ‘Six Hours to Live’ (Fox) 
finishing week for strong $4,000. 
Last week ‘Washington Merry-Go- 
Round’ (Col) and ‘Bill of Divorce- 
ment’ (Radio) slow at $3,200. 
Roxy (Jensen-von Herberg) (1,- 
300; 15-20)—‘Exposure’ (Mascot), 
‘Head Hunters of the Amazon’ 
Prin) for four days, with ‘Vanity 
Fair’ (Mascot) finishing the week, 
a nice $4,200. Last week ‘Bridge of 
the Legion’ (Mascot), ‘Unholy Love’ 
(Mascot) in split week oke at $4,400. 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25) 
—‘Fugitive’ (WB). With oke cam- 
paign, looks to reach okay $2,500. 
Last week ‘White Zombie’ (UA) 
pretty nice at $2,100. 
Rialto (FWC) (1,200; 26-35)— 
‘Madison Square Garden’ (Par), 
‘Painted Woman’ (Fox), and ‘Wild 
Girl’ (Fox), three-way split. Slow 
$1,800. Last week ‘Kongo’ (M-G), 
‘Hollywood Speaks’ (Col), and ‘Heri- 
+ gd Desert’ (Par), split, off at 
1, A 


‘WORK’ $6,000, ‘WOMEN’ 
$4,000; PORTLAND UPS 


Portland, Ore., Nov. 44. 
Bie is picking up all about the 
burg. Downtown houses got some 
extra biz election night with broad- 
cast of returns. Weather is favor- 
able to increased biz. 


‘To Busy to Work’ zipped up the 
b? o. at the Broadway, and should 
connect for strong results. That 
house had ‘Kongo’ last week, but 
fared poorly. 
Paramount with ‘Faithless’ is only 
farish for $11,000, é 
Hamrick has increased b. o. re- 
sults at the Oriental in recent 
weeks. ‘Scarlet Dawn’ (FN) an- 
swered to exploitation and got okay 
returns. This week ‘Congress 
Dances’ is getting attention. 
Fox-Parker reverted the Rialto to 
a grind house downtown, but 
changed policy at the Hollywood 
(suburban), making that house first 
run. Idea is to take first run pic- 
tures from the downtown Broadway 
and run them second weeks at the 
Hollywood, a new wrinkle in this 
burg. Build-up of suburban b. o. 
biz in recent months responsible for 
the policy change. 
J. R. Ellison’s legit stock at the 
Taylor Street theatre did nicely on 
its opening week of ‘As Husbands 
Go.’ Tom Chatterton playing leads. 
Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Fox-Parker) (3,000; 
25-65)—‘Faithless’ (M-G), with F 
& M stage unit. Fairish for about 
$11,000. Last week ‘Georgia Min- 
strels,’ stage unit, featured in top 
spot, with picture ‘Pack Up Troub- 
les‘ (Par). Mild at $10,500. 

Broadway (Fox-Parker) (2,000; 
25-55)—‘Too Busy to Work’ (Fox). 
Getting extra bizand should go okay 








$6,000. Last week ‘Kongo’ (M-G) 
a poor $4,500. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-40)— 


‘Air Mail’ (Col). Off at $3,500. Last 
week ‘Hell’s Highway’ (Radio) did 
$3,300. 

United Artists (Fox-Parker) (1,- 
000; 25-35)—‘He Learned About 
Women’ (Par). Getting extra biz 
and likely up to $4,000. Last week 
‘Golden West’ (Par) poorly at $2,800. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35) 
—‘Congress Dances’ (UFA). Fairly 
for $3,000. Last week ‘Scarlet Dawn’ 
(FN) answered to extra exploitation 
and connected for okay $4,000. 

Hollywood (Fox-Parker) (2,000; 
25 - 35) — ‘Smilin’ Thru’ (M-G). 
Moved from the Fox-Broadway for 
second week at this house and will 





Philadelphia, Nov. 14. 

With the Mastbaum closing after 
Thanksgiving, and the rank and file 
of the downtowners doing mediocre 
business, there isn’t much of an en-« 
couraging nature to report about the 
Philadelphia film house situation. 

Except for ‘Smilin’ Through’ at 
the Boyd there isn’t a happy nvte in 
last week’s report. ‘I Am a Fugi- 
tive’ is highlight of current offer- 
ings and should make a strong two 
weeks’ showing at the Stanley. 

The general situation will be fur- 
ther scrambled Wednesday night 
when the Aldine reopens after an 
inactivity of more than a season 
and a half. House was to have had 


a policy slightly different from the 
past with three shows daily with a 
$1.50 top but last-minute decision 
resulted in adoption of usual twice- 
a-day policy. 

The closing of the Mastbaum will 
undoubtedly help the Earle and 
Stanley. Both were seriously threat- 
ened as long as the 4,800-seater wag 
lighted. 

‘Fugitive’ should get $17,500 on 
the week at the Stanley and that 
will be better than the house has 
enjoyed in months. Film is sure of 
a second week and ought to estab- 
lish the best record the house hag 
had in a long time. 

The Mastbaum, which is slipping 
fast, will be lucky to get $37,000 
with Barthelmess’ ‘Cabin in the Cot- 
ton,’ which got lukewarm notices, 
The stage show had.less to offer 
than any of the theatre’s programs 
since its reopening. 

The Fox ought to get between 
$18,000 and $19,000 with Will Rogers’ 
‘Too Busy to Work.’ That figure is 
far from remarkable but marks an 
improvement of the business of the 
last two weeks. General under- 
standing had been that this house is 
going to drop Fanchon & Marco 
units and substitute vaude, but they 
remain. The final disposition of the 
Mastbaum will undoubtedly have a 
definite effect on the future policy 
of the Fox. 

Estimates for This Week 

Mastbaum (4,800; 35-50-75)—~ 
‘Cabin in the Cotton’ (FN) and stage 
show. Nothing startling indicated 
with $37,000 as likely gross. Last 
week ‘Washington Merry-Go-Round’ 
(Col) just managed to get the an- 
ticipated $39,000 for which Burns 
and Allen and Molly Picon could be 


thanked. 

Boyd (2,400; 35-55-75)—‘Smilin’ 
Thru’ (M-G) — ‘Fugitive’ (WB) 
switched to Stanley and this Norma 
Shearer film clicked solidly to the 
tune of $16,500, and ought to get 
about $12,000 this week. ‘Trouble in 
Paradise’ starts Wednesday (16). 
Fox (3,000; 35-40-75)—“Too Busy 
to Work’ (Fox) and stage show, 
Rogers’ picture won exceptionally 
good notices and ought to get an 
$18,000 week for the house, which 
needs it. Belief on the street that 
Fanchon & Marco units will be 
drogped is not so. Last week ‘Sher- 
lock Holmes’ (Fox) $17,000, not so 
good. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-55-75) —I Am a 
Fugitive’ (WB). Rave notices anda 
hot advance campaign. This one 
should make the grade for a fort- 
night without any trouble. $17,500 
indicated for the first week. Last 
week ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par) $14,000, 
fairly good. 

Earle (2,000; 35-40-66)—'They Call 
It Sin’ (FN) and vaude. House is 
still staggering and its future is in 
doubt. Gross unlikely to exceed 
$14,000. Last week ‘Faithless’ (M- 
G) about that amount. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-40-60)—‘All 
American’ (U). Swell notices and 
ought to break the theatre’s recent 
monotonous string of $8,000 weeks. 
$10,000 expected. Last week ‘Kongo’: 
(M-G) $7,500—ordinary. 

Kariton (1,000; 30-40-55)—‘Once 
in a Lifetime’ (U). Ought to get 
$4,000. ‘Life Begins’ (FN) flopped 
badly and was taken out after two 
days. ‘Blonde Venus’ (Par) about 
$2,000 in four days. 

Arcadia (600; 30-40-55)—Blondie 
of the Follies’ (M-G). Helpful $3,- 
000 indicated. Last week ‘Mr. Rob- 
inson Crusoe’ (UA) hit about $2,200, 


Delayed ‘Hypnotized’ 


a Hollywood, Noy. 14. 

Several weeks. overdue, Mack 
Sennett feature ‘Hypnotized’ is now 
getting a final musical score and 
will be shipped to New York next 
week. As a consequence of the de- 
lay the Nov. 6 release date has been 
set back by World Wide to early 
December. 

Bernard Grossman wrote the 
lyrics and Desider, Josef Vecsei the 
music for two songs, ‘In a Gypsy's 
Heart’ and ‘Anywhere With You.’ 











hit a good $3,000, ( 


} Edward Ward wrote the score. 
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‘Magic Night,’ British, a Loop Dud: 
Brice-Lowry, Oriental, $22,000, 


Prosperity 








2G; Boy’ 13446 





Chicago, Nov. Hi. 

Inevitably the Oriental starting a 
mew regime of stage names is the 
cynosure of all trade eyes this week. 
Fannie Brice and Ed Lowry, the 
latter intended as a permanent good 
luck charm for the house, attracted 
strong week end business. 

‘Strange Interlude’ stayed only 
two weeks at the Apollo at $1.65 
and scarcely gained any prestige by 
the fortnight after ‘Grand Hotel’ 
played 12 weeks last spring. Hasty 
exit was due to the Shuberts boot- 
ing Metro out because the New 
York booker had made a deal for 
the German picture, ‘Maedchen in 
Uniform,’ and there were only three 
weeks available before the arrival 
of ‘Vanities’ at the house. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (UBO) (1,300; 55-$1.65) 
“Maedchen in Uniform’ (Krimsky). 
Lots of Germans in Chicago but 
they have yet to prove they'll pay 
$1.65 to see a moving picture. 
‘Maedchen’ spent liberaHy on 24- 
sheets and other advertising. Can’t 
be predicted in advance. Opened 
Sunday. ‘Strange Interlude’ (Metro), 
held over, $10,000 on second week, 
and could have stayed longer, but 
Shuberts forced Metro film out. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,940; 35-55-75) 
"Too Busy to Work’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Vincent Lopez booked from 
Congress hotel as added attraction. 
Look for averagely fair $32,000. 
Around $30,000 last week with 
*Trouble in Paradise’ (Par) which 
got all the sophisticates in town. 

McVicker’s (P&K) (2,284; 35-55- 
75) ‘Prosperity’ (M-G). Dressler- 
Moran pair always popular and a 
cinch bet to get a big portion of 
the afternoon’. shoppers. Women 
having their usual convulsions at 
antics. First week should be $22,000. 
Smiling Through’ (M-G) was 
$21,000 on 10 days. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-55-75) 
‘Blessed Event’ (WB) and stage 
show. Screen of negligible import- 
ance in expected $22,000. House a 
problem but encouraging in its 
quick response to stimuli. Stage 
attractions are king here. Last week 
Follow Thru’ and ‘Red Dust’ (M-G) 
around $20,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,533; 40-65-83) 
“Old Dark House’ (U) and vaude. 
Estimate $20,000 currently against 
last week’s $18,000 with ‘Air Mail’ 
Na a disappointment as was Eddie 

owling, the headliner. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,756; 35-75) 
That's My Boy’ (Col) and vaude. 
Title no help in selling. May get 
the proud parent patronage but 
proud parents usually park the 
perambulator outside the neighbor- 
hood cinema. Some box office 
strength in Rosetta Duncan and 
Charles King on the vaude end. Say 
$13,500. Last week ‘Hell’s Highway’ 
(Radio) annexed $15,000, pretty fair 
by recent house averages. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,70; 35- 
55-75) ‘Magic Night’ (UA). This 
British-made carbon copy of Vien- 
nese romances dying in agonizing 
geven days. Hardly $5,000 in the 
till. ‘Rain’ (UA) got $19,800 in its 
Ti days. Next attraction is ‘Fugi- 
five from a Chain Gane’ (WB). 


‘SHERLOCK HOLMES’ 296, 
‘FUGITIVE’ $11,500, HUB 


Boston, Nov. 14. 
The Met led ali the local houses 
last week and ie still running 
strong this week. ‘3 on a Match’ 
on the screen and Lupe Velez in 


person on the stage brought in a 
fine grosses of $30,806, and ‘Sherlock 





Holmes’ is holding up pretty well 
this week. 
All the other houses’ slumped. 


‘Old Dark House’ at Keith’s is 
hardly drawing ahead of low $13,500, 
but the RKO Boston is doing nicely 
with ‘False Faces’ at $14,500. 


Estimates for This Week 


Met (4,300; 35-55-75), ‘Sherlock 
Holmes’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Good $29,000. Last week ‘3 on a 


Match’ (WB) and Lupe Velez head- 
ing stage show, excellent $30,800. 
Paramount (Publix) (1,800; 25- 
30-55-66), ‘Fugitive’ (WB). Looks 
like $11,500, good. Last week ‘Rack- 
ety Rax’ (Fox) poor $5,500. 
Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 35-50-83), 
‘Dark House’ (U) and vaude. Poor 


$13,500. Last week ‘Air Mail’ (U), 
$16,100. 

RKO Boston (4,000; 25-40-55), 
‘False Faces’ (WW) and RKO re- 
vue on stage. Nice $14,500. Last 
week ‘Crooked Circle,’ $12,900. 





Buffalo Still Blue; 
‘Fugitive’ Gets $8,500 


Buffalo, Nov. 14. 
Buffalo continues to remain stag- 
nant on gross activity. Publix’s big 
Buffalo with ‘Cabin In Cotton’ fall- 
ing back into a lot of red. 


Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65) 
‘Cabin In Cotton’ (FN) and stage 
show. Lucky if $14,000, away off. 
Last week ‘Red Dust (MG) $22,000, 
best in weeks. 

Great Lakes (Publix) (3,400; 30- 
40-65) ‘Fugitive’ (WB). Probably 
$8,500, okay but under expectations. 
Last week ‘Bil! of Divorcement’ 
(RKO) $7,800. 

Century (Publix) 
‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G). Looks 
like only $6,500. Last week ‘Mr. 
Robinson Crusoe’ (UA) topped that 
by $100. 

Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 25-35-55)— 
‘The Crash’ (FN) and_ vaude. 
Slightly behind predecessor's show- 
ing at $9,000. Last week ‘Blessed 
Event’ (Par), $9,300. 


Lafayette (Ind) 
‘That's My Boy’ (Col). 
low price, $8,000 is oke. 
‘Washington Merry Go 
(Col) fine trade, $8,500. 


Burns-Allen Help 
‘Match’ to $18,000; 
‘Fu,’ 166, Wash. 


Washington, Nov. 14, 

Palace and Earle sharing business 
this week with other houses trying 
to figure where all the dough has 
fled, ‘Mask of Fu Manchu,’ aided by 
consistent half-page displays in two 
Hearst papers, is surprising Palace 
with bigger opening than ‘Smilin’ 
Thru.’ Seemg headed for $16,000. 

Earle, playing excellent  all- 
around bill with ‘Three on a Match,’ 
and Burns and Allen, threatens to 
equal Fox this week for first time 
this season. Radio duo crashing 
radio pages in big way and are hit | 
of show. 

Others are blaming everything 
from night football games to post- 
election let-down for poorest show- 
ing in weeks. Fox made noble ef- 
fort getting big shot golf stars in 
town for Nat. Capital Open to pa- 
rade across stage Friday night, but 
didn’t help much. 

Everybody was selling tickets at 
midnight election night with three 
Loew houses still chuckling over 
tie-up with ‘Daily News,’ in which 
they sent truck with loudspeaker 
past opposition ballyhooing their 
shows. Limousines pulled up at 
Earle last week with opera-minded 
fans going to see Mme. Schumann- 
Heink. 

Estimates for This Week 

Earle (Warner) (2,424; 25-35-50- 
70)—Three On a Match’ (FN) and 
Burns and Allen. Easily best show 
in town, and should see $18,000. Last 
week ‘One Way Passage’ (WB) and 
Schumann-Heink hit $19,500. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 25-50-70)— 
‘Mask of Fu Manchu’ (MG). Backed 
by Hearst ads and may make $16,- 
000. Last week ‘Rain’ (UA) slumped 
to $13,000. 

Fox (Loew) (3,434; 15-25-35-60)— 
‘Hot Saturday’ (Par) and vaude. 
Will drop under $20,000 for first time 
in weeks. Probably $18,000. Last 
week ‘Sherlock Holmes’ (Fox) pulled 


(3,400; 25)— 


(3,400; 25)— 
Despite new 

Last week 
Round 








$22,000. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 15-25-35-60) 
—Man Against Woman’ (Col). 


Pretty bad, hoping for $5,000. Last 
week ‘Little Orphan Annie’ (RKO) 
packed in kids to get $7,800. 

Met (Warner) (1,583; 25-35-50- 
70)—I Am a Fugitive’ (WB). Seven 
out of nine days will get $5,500. Last 
week’s addition of ‘Fugitive’ on 
Wednesday prevented fiop week 
with $5,500. 

Rialto (U) (1,853; 
‘Breach of Promise. 
Last week ‘False Faces’ 
by with $4,500. 


25-35-50)— 
Maybe $3,800. 
(UBS) got 


Columbia (Loew) (1,232; 15-25- 
40)—’Crusader.’ Headed for usual 


$3,000. Last week ‘Those We Love’ 


| ‘Fugitive,’ $9,000, Is the 
Shining Gem of Columbus | 





(Col) got same. 


Universal Holds Light 


Universal City, Nov. 14. 
James Light, New York stage di- 
rector, brought here for technical 
advice and dialog direction on Uni- 
versal's ‘Nagana,’ sleeping sic kness | 


film, stays on. 
He has been given a six-month! 
contract, with options for dialog | 


megging on additional pictures 


| Jay Br 


Columbus, Nov. 14. | 
Annual homecoming game at Ohio | 
State U. got this week's show biz | 
off to a running start. Though) 
crowd was below those of recent 
years, money was spent fairly freely | 
all around. Every house in town | 
benefited. | 
Palace, going into ita final week 
of vaude, returning to films alone 
Saturday, is getting some extra play 
this week because of that 
Vaude, however, has proven a fail- | 
ure here, with every week but the 
opener in the red. 


Hartman, which was slated to go 
dark in a few days again, with the| 
completion of ‘Jungle Killer’ at pop | 
prices, changed its plans at the last 
minute. Great Lakes Theatres Corp 
is looking for another roadshow at- 
traction in the meantime, although 
house may reopen at any time and 
with anything. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (3,074; 35-55)—‘All | 
American’ (U) and vaude. Should 
hit better than fair $13,500, with 
heavy bally on the grid film helping 
plenty. Last week ‘Washington 
Merry-Go-Round’ (Col) failed to be | 
a sticker and got light $10,100. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-40)— 
‘Mask of Fu Manchu’ (M-G). Hardly 
good enough to better $12,000, but 
that’s mighty good enough. Last 
week ‘Red Dust’ (M-G) plenty fiery 
with neat $15,600, 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-40) 
—‘Hot Saturday’ (Par). Has title 
as draw and may hold up well 
enough to top $8,000, fair enough. 
Last week ‘Sherlock Hoimes’ (Par) 
just hit that figure. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 25-40)— 
‘Fugitive’ (WB). Standing ’em from 
the opening hour and should prove 
hit of the year for this house. This 
one will be mighty heavy at $9,000, 
some figure for small house. Last 
week ‘Cabin in Cotton’ (FN) nice 
enough at $5,800. 

Hartman (Great Lakes) (1,400; 
25-40) — ‘Congress Dances’ (UA). 
House changed its mind about going 
dark. Booked in at last minute and 
with heavy campaign, $4,100 is in 
view. Not bad at the scale. Last 
week ‘Jungle Killer’ good for very 
mild $2,400. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 20-25)— 
‘Virgins of Bali.’ Looks hardly bet- 
ter than $2,500. Last week ‘Phantom 
President’ (Par) $2,600. 





fact |} 





FRISCO. FRISKY; 


Weather a Break for Bway Biz: 


Chevalier Aiding Par to 626: 


Fugitive Mebbe 


50G; ‘Paradise’ 316 





Weather is aiding the New York 
ox offices slightly. With election 
now over, better volume of patron- | 
ige is also expected, although since 
the big voting day the turn from | 


radios to theatres has not been 
marked. 

Where draws exist, this week's 
grosses are comfortably up, fur- 
ther proving that the public is | 
shopping. The poor pictures along | 
with those which in other icuans 


| 


Balto. Watching Cut 
Prices; ‘Fugitive’ Lags, 
‘One Way’ Big $18,000 


iain: Nov. 14. 
the first in 
admissions 


| since house became a 
i trolled U 


marks 
reduced 


This week 
which the new 
are working, 
walking around on tiptoe while 
waiting to see how everything 
comes out. Started by Loew's, the 
move went into a landslide, and 
before the smoke blew away some 
25% of the tariff was missing. 


Current week shows no great 
surge of business to the houses 
with lowered admissions. It still 


seems to be ‘where's the best pic- 
ture?’ The public is evidently still 
shopping for their entertainment. 


For instance at the Loew's vaud- 
film Century, business is very good 
for ‘One Way Passage,’ but at the 
Stanley, where the cut was even 
greater, there's hardly more than 
‘fair’ rating for ‘I''m a Fugitive,’ 
though the latter flicker drew 
plenty of back-pats from the criti- 
cal coterie. This house seems to 
have established itself locally as 
home of the bedroom-picture, and 
anything out of that line goes into 
the wobble column, no matter how 
genuinely oke the flicker, as may 
be seen from the starves done by 
‘Life Begins,’ ‘Blessed Event’ and 
‘Big Broadcast.’ 

Same femme shopping mind goes 
for the Keith's, and there they want 
their love hot and to the point. The 
delicate love-making of ‘Troubles in 
Paradise’ is a bit too thin for the 


| women who spend their mornings 


‘MOUTHFUL 
$17,500 


San Francisco, Nov. 14. 

With those business-stealing clec- 
tion broadcasts over and the town 
more prosperous than in months 
(from a psychological viewpoint) 
film business has improved notice- 
ably. 

Although there’s nothing partic- 
ularly potent on Market street 
screens, natives are shelling out 
better than they would have two 
weeks or a month ago. Armistice 
Day opening for most houses help- 
ing. 

Despite this generally optimistic 
trend Orpheum hasn't been able to 
click with second choice of RKO, U 
and Columbia films, and after 18 
poor days, capped by the extra bad 
biz on ‘Sporting Age,’ RKO has 
made the Orph a double bill house. 
Showing two first run pix, with live 
entertainment from pit, at 40c. top. 
Current is ‘Night Mayor’ and ‘Van- 
ity Street.’ 

Fox-West Coast, with recent ac- 
quisition of Warner product and 
that firm’s local house, has the cel- 
luloid situation pretty well under 
control. This week there are three 
WB pictures in Fox houses ‘I Am a 
Fugitive,” at Paramount; ‘You Said 
a Mouthful,’ at Warfield, and ‘Three 
on a Match,’ at Warners. 





| ‘Sherlock Holmes.’ 





Estimates for This Week 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 30-40- 
65)—‘Air Mail’ (U) and vaude. Do- | 
ing well up to recent takes, with 
$15,000. ‘Merry-Go-Round’ (Col) hit | 
swell $16,800 last week. | 

Orpheum (KKO) (2,300; 25-30-40) 
—Night Mayor’ (Col) and ‘Vz anity | 
Street’ (RKO) with orchestra. Ini-/| 
tial double bill first run _ policy. | 
Will pull a nifty $6,300, best since 
reopening. ‘Sporting Age’ (Col)! 
jerked after four days when gross 
hit around a miserable $1,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 30-40- 
55)—Fugitive’ (WB). Looks about 
best in town. Excellent $17,000. 

United Artists (1,400; 25-35-59)— | 
‘Mr. Robinson Crusoe’ (UA). Around | 
$10,000 on first stanza, with more to 
a ‘Rain’ (UA) out after five 

eeks, last one at $5,000. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 55-65)—)| 
‘Mouthful’ (FN) and stage show 
Joe E 3rown pulling nicely and 
ower, new conductor, also 


lnot so good $14,000, 


lished a clean-cut two week session, 


looking for merchandise bargains. 
If it’s too smart they don’t want 
it at Keith’s is the slogan. 

Nothing exciting at the New for 
Clive Brook is 
oke for the ladies, but that detective 
angle is not so much in demand at 
present, 

‘Strange Interlude’ comes into the 
Auditorium Nov. 21 for two weeks, 
twice daily, at $1.50. 

Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew-UA; (3,000; 25- 
35-40-55-65), ‘One Way Passage’ 
(WB) and vaude. Will Osborne 
orchestra and Reis and Dunn head- 
lined, but the picture is the 
strength. Sliced prices may mean 
something at this ace house; likely 
to reach $18,000, particularly good 
with the lower tariff. Last week 
‘Three on a Match’ (FN) fair $15,- 
700. 

Hippodrome 
25-35-40-55-65), 


(Rappaport) (2,600; 

‘Sport Parade’ 
(Radio) and vaude. Heading the 
show are Art Jarrett and Richy 
Craig, Jr. Looks for a good enough 
take currently from appearances, 
with $11,000 in the offing. ‘Orphan 
Annie’ (Radio) last week was down 
in the cellar at $7,100. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,400; 25- 
30-40-50), ‘Trouble in Paradise’ 
(Par). Notices are good and should 
help this swank flicker. Will need 
that help to better fair $5,000. Last 


week ‘Movie Crazy’ (Par) had an 
uneven stay to garner wobbly 
$4,900. 


New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-35-40- 
50), ‘Sherlock Holmes’ (lox). May- 
be $4,000, not strong, and mainly on 
the Clive Brook pull. ‘Deception’ 
(Col) last week wasn't in the pic- 


ture at $2,800. 

Stanley (Loew-UA) (3,400; 25- 
35-40-55-65), ‘Fugitive’ (WB). Nice 
notices, but the femmes won't go 
for brutality on their screen de- 
sires. Will have to struggle to top 


and that from 
the male trade. ‘Fu Manchu’ (M-G) 
previous session managed $15,900. 
Auditorium (Schanberger) (2,000; 
49-50-75-$1.19), ‘Maedchen in Uni- 
form’ (Krimsky-Cockran). Fin- 


|taking $6,900 on first week, and 
$3,000 the second. Notices were un- 
restrained raves. ‘Strange Inter- 


lud’ (M-G) comes in Nov. 21 for 


a fortnight at $1.50. 





| ¢ 


| helping to good $17,500. Last week 
6 Hours to Live’ got $17,000. 
Warners (Fox) (1,360; 35-55) ; 
ion Match’ (WB). Fair at $6,500 
Last week ‘One Way Passage’ (WR) 
+ ®t up after low tart to $7,000 i 


| 
| 


and the showmen are | 











were rated fair but do not possess 
big box office, are stifl taking the 
leavings. 

Leaders currently are ‘I Am a 
Fugitive’ at the Strand on between 
$45,000 and $50,000, and the Para- 
mount, which is spurting for a 
strong $62,009. Chevalier is in per- 
son with ‘Evenings for Sale’ at the 
Par, and is credited with the up- 
trend in business. 

‘Fugitive’ is 
weeks with possibility 


certain of three 
of a fourth. 


| Warners have stirred up much in- 
| terest in its chain gang 


picture, and 
is selling it strong on the New York 
engarement. 

‘Troubles in Paradise,’ Lubitsch 
production, at the Rivoli, will do 
around $31,000 on its first week 
ending today (Tuesday) and looks 
set for three. ‘Paradise’ is the first 
of several Paramounts for the Riv 
100% con- 
A operation, 

Of a brace of two-weekers at 
regular weekly changers, ‘Red Dust’ 
slips to $48,000 at the Capitol and 
‘Air Mail,’ at Mayfair, recedes to be- 
tween $10,000 and $11,000. Will 
probably go out Thursday (17) after 
six days. 

The other RKO house, the Palace, 
will do around $12,000 on five days, 
the finale for combination show, 
ending tomorrow night (16). Final 
picture, on second run for the five 
days, is ‘Once in Lifetime.’ Eddie 
Cantor’s ‘Kid from Spain’ as $2 
roadshow has its premiere Thurs- 
day night (17). 

‘Sherlock Holmes’ at the Roxy, 
which has really had only one good 
week since reopening last August 
(its first), looks to do $40,000 this 
week, 

New flickers come into the ‘Rialto 
and Winter yarden tomorrow 
(Wednesday), ‘Kongo,’ a Metro 
booking, into former and ‘You Said 
a Mouthful’ into Garden. Second 
week of ‘Old Dark House’ at Rialto 
under $10,000, second for ‘Scarlet 
Dawn’ at Garden slightly over that 
figure. 

‘Kongo’ for Rialto takes place of 
‘False Faces’ which was coming in. 
Former is one of the few pictures 
Publix has ever bought from Metro 
for this spot. It is to remain until 
Sunday (27), when Rialto closes 
down for overhauling preparatory 
to $2 run of ‘Sign of Cross,’ set te 
debut Nov. 30. 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,012; 83-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
—‘Strange Interlude’ (M-G) (1lith 
week). ‘Rasputin’ will probably open 
here by Dec. 1. 

Capitol (5,400; 35-72-83-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Red Dust’ (M-G) (2d week) 
and stage show. After a strong 
first week the Harlow-Gable talker 
is falling back to $48,000. Initial 
seven days it got $67,000, big. 

Criterion (875; 25-40-83-$1.10- 
$1.65) — ‘Maedchen in Uniform’ 
(Krimsky) (8th week). Takes it on 
the lam toward the end of the 
month, so that Paramount can open 
‘Farewell to Arms’ on a $2 basis at 
house. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-72-83) — ‘Air 
Mail’ (U) (2d week). Falling down 
on its holdover week, which will 
probably be six days, at between 
$10,000 and $11,000. First week pic- 
ture got a good $20,000. 

Palace (1,700; 30-40-65-83)—‘Once 
in Lifetime’ (U) (2d run) and vaude. 
A five-day week at maybe $12,000. 
‘Kid from Spain’ (UA) coming in 
Thursday night (17) at $2 top. Last 
week ‘All American’ (U) and vaude 
fell below expectations to $13,700. 

Paramount (3,664; 40-72-94-$1.10) 

—Evenings for Sale’ (Par) and 
stage show. Leading town for a big 
$62,000, possibly more, with Maurice 
Chevalier on stage the big draw. 
Last week ‘Hot Saturday’ (Par) and 
stage show (Sophie Tucker-Ted 
Lewis), $44,600, n.s.h. 

Rialto (2,000; 40-55-72-92-$1.10) 
—Old Dark House’ (U) (3rd week). 
Held over a third week due to lack 


of product goes out tomorrow 
morning (Wednesday) at under 
$10,000 for the six days. Second 


week $13,600. 
Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-72-94-$1.10)— 
‘Trouble in Paradise’ (Par). On first 


week ending today (Tuesday), a 
good $31,000. Six days of ‘Magi 
Night’ (UA) preceding, $10,200, 
pretty terrible. 

Roxy (6,200; 35-55-83-$1.65)— 
‘Sherlock Holmes’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Lucky to get anything over 
| $40,000, Last week ‘Rackety Rax 
Fox) $35,000, poor. 

Strand (2,900; 35-55-33-94-$1.10) 

‘I Am a Fugitive’ (WB) At be- 


tween big $45,900 and $50,000 on its 
first seven days, likely for three or 
four weeks’ run. Last week, second 
if ‘Three on Match,’ $21,000, okay 


Winter Garden (1,418; 35-55-83- 

| 94)—‘Scarlet Dawn’ (WB) (2nd 

eek) Over $10,000 on six days 

ending might (Tuesday), with ‘You 

Said 1 fouthful the successor. 
t Dawn,’ $15,000, fair. 
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Big Bally for ‘Fugitive’ to Strong $10,000— 
‘Divorcement,’ Gus Edwards, $15,000 





aieennnteinaiiibaiiins ” 
Minneapolis, Nov. 14. | ‘Air Mail,’ $10,500, Nice 


Primed with strong box office am- | 
munition, the State and Orpheum | 
are off to fairly good starts again 
this week, and promise to finish on 
the right side of the ledger once 
more, although a number of adverse 
factors threaten to mitigate against 
anything resembling sensational 
gross attainments. 

The State has ‘I Am a Fugitive,’ 
which, backed by prodigious ad 
campaigns and its own merits, is 
demonstrating quite a box office 
wallop. At the Orpheum, ‘Divorce- 
ment,’ plus Gus Edwards in person 
and his new act on the stage, con- 
stitutes a formidable magnet. 

However, previously indicated 
handicaps no doubt are having a 
depressing effect on intakes. These 
include a week-end exodus of 
more than 5,000 to Madison, Wis., to 
attend the Minnesota-Wisconsin 
football game; the first near-zero 
weather of the winter, and the six- 
day bicycle race drawing 10,000 peo- 
ple nightly to the municipal audi- 
torium. 

Aside from the loop leaders, 
Montgomery and Bankhead in 
‘Faithless” at the Lyric is drawing 
some biz. Both of these stars are 
on the descendant, but Montgomery 
stili means something to the box 
office and in a 35c house must be 
considered a more or less influen- 
tial card. 

The first of the Fatty Arbuckle 
talking comedies is receiving promi- 
nent billing in the State ads for “I 
Am a Fugitive.’ Audiences are giv- 
ing it a favorable reception. 


Estimates for This Week 


State (Publix) (2,200; 55)—I Am 
a Fugitive’ (WB). House went the 
limit in splurging on newspaper ad- 
vertising. Biggest advertising cam- 
paign in many months, in fact, and 
this ballyhoo, coupled with the 
power of the déama and Paul Muni’s 
fine acting, is helping to counteract 
the absence of cast draw names and 
the subject matter’s lack of out- 
standing woman appeal. Word-of- 
mouth boosting expected to hold up 
trade throughout run. Should cop 
a good $10,000. Last week, ‘Red 
Dust’ (M-G), $12,100, nice. : 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 55)—‘Di- 
vorcement’ (Radio) and vaudeville, 
including Gus Edwards. John Bar- 
rymore no great guns here, but 
critics’ superlatives and merit of 
picture certain to influence gross 
favorably. Neat advertising cam- 
paign for this attraction, too, and 
it’s bearing fruit. Edwards also con- 
siderable of a draw here. Looks 
like $15,000, big. Last week, ‘Wash- 


ington Merry-Go-Round’ (Col), 
$11,500. 

Century (Publix) (1,600; 40)— 
‘Night After Night’ (Par). Maybe 


hurt by lack of star names, although 
Raft, Cummings, Skipworth, Gibson 
and West in combination perhaps 
have some pulling power. Faint 
praise from critics no help. Effec- 
tively advertised. Around $3,000, 
light. Last week ‘Successful Calam- 
ity’ (WB), $4,700, fair. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,300; 40)— 
‘Phantom President’ (Par). First 
neighborhood run. May top $2,500, 
fair. Last week, ‘That’s My Boy’ 
(Col), first local run, $2,100, light. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)—‘Faith- 
less’ (M-G). Second successive 
Montgomery picture to play this 
house. Film not highly regarded. 
Miss Bankhead no box office asset. 
Okay $3,000. Last week, ‘Blessed 
Event’ (WB), $3,200, fair. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 35)—‘Movie 
Crazy’ (Par), second loop run. About 


$2,000, light. Last week ‘Painted 
Woman’ (Fox) and ‘Wild Girl 
(Fox), split, first loop runs, $2,200, 
S0-S0O, 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25)—‘The 
Crooner’ (FN), loop first run, and 
‘Speak Easily’ (M-G), second loop}, 
run, split. Maybe $800, off. Last 


In Prov., but Biz Slow 


Providence, Nov. 14. 

No real boxoffice dynamite in 
town this week, but exhibitors are 
confident they'll be on top of the 
heap when the final stanza is reach- 
ed. Stage fare in exceptionally 
heavy, and both vaudeville spots 
here are leading the parade without 
a struggle. 
This week's legit attraction is 
‘Green Pastures’ at the Carlton 
where it is booked for one week. 
Tuesday (15) Loew's is cutting 
evening performances for a special 
concert by Tito Schipa, opera star. 
Next Sunday the Modern theatre, 


burlesque house, starts new policy 
of vaude on Sundays only. House 
is now dark Sundays. Ten acts of 
vaude, booked from Boston, will be 
shown. 

‘Air Mail’ at the RKO Albee and 
‘The Crusader’ at Fay’s are in the 
money largely because of the strong 
vaudeville booked at both houses. 
Majestic with a twin-bill, ‘Too Busy 
to Work’ and ‘Sherlock Holmes’ is 
setting the pace in the straight pic- 
ture class. . 

Estimates for This Week 
RKO Albee (2,300; 15-66) ‘Air 
Mail’ (U) and vaude. Feature not 
bad at all, but there’s no denying 
that its strength is coming from a! 
rather well balanced variety show. 
Present indications are that house 
will garner close to $10,500. Last 
week ‘All-American’ (U) crashed a 
fine $11,600. 

Fay’s (1,600; 15-55) ‘The Cru- 
sader’ (Majestic) and vaude. House 
cashing in on stage show headed by 
the radio acts of Hank Keene and 
his Connecticut Hill Billies. House 
is set for at least $7,500; great. Last 
week ‘Rackety Rax’ (Fox) was ex- 
cellent at $7,200, holidays mostly 
responsible for the nice figure. 
Loew’s State (3,700; 15-55) ‘Mask 
of Fu Manchu’ (M-G). No heavy- 
weight, and not expected to show 
any exceptional strength. House 
had big opening largely because of 
clever tie-up with local college on 
night before big football game. As 
a result figure should be close to 
$8,000, off, but sould have been ; 
worse. Last week ‘Red Dust’ M-G) 
petered out in last half to bring 
gross down to $16,300; about two 
grand less than what was expected, 
but swell at that. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-55) ‘Too 
Busy to Work’ (Fox) and ‘Sherlock 
Holmes’ (Fox). Not up to the usual 
twin-bills house has been having, 
but Will Rogers has nice following, 
and this should put house in posi- 
tion to tilt at least $9,000; okay. 
Last week ‘Three On a Match’ (FN) 
and ‘Scarlet Dawn’ (FN) same fig- 
ure. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-55) ‘Trouble 
in Paradise’ (Par). Looks like $6,000, 
mild. Last week ‘Hot Saturday’ 
(Par) was off at $4,300. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-25-30) 
‘Four Aces’ and ‘Pill of Divorce- 
ment’ (Radio). First feature con- 
eerns war activities of American 
troops in France. Private Slack, 
holder of Congressional medal of 
honor, accompanying picture, and 
explains scenes. Both picture and 
ex-serviceman did not fare well 
with critics here. Companion pic- 
ture is second run. Maybe $3,000, 
oke. Last week ‘Little Orphan 
Annie’ (Radio) and ‘Hello Trouble’ 
(Col) $2,900. 





Logue on ‘Black Beauty’ 
Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Charles Logue, trast at Columbia, 





week ‘Rack Track’ (WW), loop first 
run: ‘Purchase Price’ (FN) and 
‘70,000 Witnesses’ (Par), latter loop 
second runs, split; $900, light. 


NEW HAVEN STIRS 


‘Prosperity’ Big $10,500—Paradise’ 
for Par, $9,000 








New Haven, Nov. 4. 

Flock of topnotchers has every- 
bedy doing big currently. 

Paramount now anmnouncing stage 
fare as F. & M. product on trailers. 

College has been building steadily 
since dropping vaude in favor of 
double feature bills. Set to switch 
to Sat. opening instead of Sun. 

Nightly sellout of ‘Green Pastures’ 
at Shubert last week nicked film 
houses. 

Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Publix) 2,348; 40-60) 
—‘Paradise’ (Par) and unit. Head- 
ed for $9,000, fair. Last week ‘Hot 
Saturday’ (Par) and unit, $9,400. 

Palace (Arthur) (3,040; 35-50)— 
*Prosperity’ (M-G). Set to build to 


is preparing the script of ‘Black 
Beauty’ for I. BE. Chadwick. Start 
of picture has been postponed fre- 
quently to wait for Richard Bole- 
slavsky, who is due at Chadwick's 
this week, day after he gets ‘Ras- 
putin’ in the can. 

The title, ‘Casey Jones,’ has been 
bought by Chadwick to use for his 
next railroad yarn. 





a swell $10,500, topping everything 
in recent months. ‘Last week ‘Red 
Dust’ (M-G) as an exclusive, faded 
noticeably last half, but totaled okay 
$9,200. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50)—Fugitive’ (WB) and ‘Those We 
Love’ (WB). Had record opening 
night. Looks good for strong $7,- 
200. Last week ‘Life Begins’ (WB) 
and ‘Hold ’Em Jai? (RKO), only fair 
at $5,000. ' 

College (Arthur) (1,565; 25-40)— 
‘Six Hours’ (Fox) and ‘Golden West’ 
(Fox). Cut to six days should draw 
okay $3,300. Last week ‘Too Busy’ 
and ‘Hell’s Highway’ (RKO) not so 
bad at $3,600. 





SEATTLE GOING STRONG, 
PAR, 146; ‘WORK’ 926 


Seattle, Nov. 14. 

Town full of good attractions this 
week, with election blues past, all 
of them shooting for expected better 
biz. Fox going into double feature 
policy, with singles failing to do any- 
thing. Paramount giving most at- 
tention to ‘Georgia Minstrels,’ F&M 
stage show, but ‘Broadcast’ remains 
in top position in its newspaper ads. 
Stage show is proving a draw and 
helping on the entertainment angle 

Blue Mouse is not showing much 
speed with ‘I Am a Fugitive,’ of 
which much was expected. Liberty 
is coming along with ‘Bride of the 
Legion’ (Mascot) climaxing the ex- 
ploitation campaign with a kid’s dog 
derby, in which 600 entered. And 
what a canine event! Orpheum 
not doing so well with ‘Air Mail,’ 
which moved in a day early when 
‘Hell’s Highway’ failed to catch on 
and was pulled. 

Biz was just average election 
night. Likewise the day following. 


Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (FWC) (3,106; 25-65) 
—‘Big Broadcast’ (Par). Playing up 
the radio names in the ads, helped 
by ‘Georgia Minstrels’ (F&M), on 
stage. Both given equal credit for 
the big $14,000. Last week ‘Red 
Dust’ (M-G) and stage show, excel- 
lent at $13,200. 
Fifth Ave. (FWC) (2,500; 25-55)— 
‘Too Busy to Work’ (Fox). Will 
Rogers in lights pulling good $9,500. 
Last week ‘Cabin in the Cotton’ 
(FN) didn’t hold up, poor $5,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2.600; 25-50)— 
‘Air Mail’ (U). Poor at $3,000. 
Last week ‘Hell’s Highway’ (Rad) 
didn’t travel the coin very much, 
bad at $3,000; pulled after six days. 
Liberty (Jensen-von Herberg) (2,- 
000; 10-15-25)—‘Pride of the Legion’ 
(Mascot). Excellent $5,500. Last 
week ‘Flame’ (Monogram) and ‘Am- 
azon Head Hunters’ (Prin) set new 
pace with marvelous $6,400. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
35)—Fugitive’ (WB), in for eight 
days, advance ads and tie-ups, with 
lots of bally for Burns’ story and 
escape, helping, but $4,500 only fair. 
Last week ‘White Zombie’ (UA) 
slowed up, $3,000. 

Fox (FWC) (2,100; 25-35)—‘Hot 
Saturday’ (Par) and ‘Wild Girl’ 
(Fox). Dandy double show, good 
for $3,000. Last, week ‘Last Mile’ 
(WW), died, $2,300. 

Coliseum (FWC) (1,800; 15-25)— 
‘Bird of Paradise’ (Rad). Nice im- 
provement but low money counts up 
slowly, $2,800, fair. Last week, ‘Love 
Me Tonight’ (Par) and ‘Guilty as 
Hell’ (Par) slow, $2,000. 


‘FUGITIVE,’ $20,000, 
BIG NOISE IN PITT. 


Pittburgh, Nov. 14. 

Big noise here this week is ‘I’m 
a Fugitive’ at Stanley where rave 
notices, word of mouth and great 
campaign are expected to overcome 
morbidity of theme and lack of 
femme appeal to account for sizz- 
ling $20,000, best here in long time. 
Warners have been working on 
this one for weeks now, at the ex- 
pense of attractions during the last 
fortnight, and wisdom of this move 
justified in tremendous opening, 
topping everything here in months. 

Penn with ‘Mask of Fu Manchuw’ 
is feeling a let-down after sizzling 
trade with ‘Red Dust’ and unlikely 
to go beyond $12,000, while ‘Hat 
Check Girl’ at Warner heading for 
a fair $7,500. ‘Night of June 13’ 
went into Davis day ahead of 
schedule, ‘Six Hours to Live’ hav- 
ing been yanked in five days, and 
should build to satisfactory $3,300 
while Fulton is getting an all right 
$4,200 with ‘Golden West.’ It’s the 
first time for George O’Brien at this 
house and a surprising showing for 
a western, 


Estimates for This Week 











Davis (WB) (1,700; 15-25-40), 
‘Night of June 13’ (Par). Gooa pic- 
ture, well-liked and could have 
stood a Class A house. As a rule 


when WB plays ’em here, public 
usually smells a rat. That’s likely 
to react somewhat against this one, 
with just an average $3,300 in pros- 
pect. Last week ‘Six Hours to 
Live’ (Fox) yanked after five days 
to depressing $2,200. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 15- 
25-30), ‘Golden West’ (Fox). First 
time for George O’Brien here, but 
house seems to be a natural groove 
for western star and should do all 
right by himself. at $4,200 or 
slightly over. Last week ‘Crooked 
Circle’ (WW) very good at $4,800. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50), ‘Mask of Fu Manchu’ (M-G). 
Hearst plugging and Karloff may 
bolster this one a bit, but hardly 
a chance for more than $12,000. 
That’s far from good, but the film 
is far from being the best of the 
Fu Manchu series. Last week ‘Red 
Dust’ (M-G) great at $26,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50), 
‘I'm a Fugitive’ (WB). This site 
seeing a little light for a change 
after several weeks in the hole and 
should skyrocket to $20,000 or bet- 
| ter with Muni picture. tig cam- 
paign, rave notices and plenty of 





SUNDAYS IN B’HAM 





Matinees Do Big—Off 
‘Fugitive,’ $6,500, Tops 





Birmingham, Nov, 13. 
And so the theatres go'into the 
third week of Sunday shows. Cold 
weather kept them away this week 


with matinees fair and nights off 
some. Summed up for the three 
weeks’ experience with Sunday 


shows it seems that matinees are 
best money-getters with folks stay- 
ing away evenings. 

Jefferson playing legit stock is 
hurting picture houses a little. Cus- 
tomers were turned away several 
nights last week. Scale is 20-30- 
40c, the lowest price here in years. 


Estimates for This Week 


Alabama (Wilby-Kincey) (2,800; 
25-35-40), ‘I'm a Fugitive’ (WB). 
Not a woman's picture but doing 


fairly with good exploitation, $6,500. 
Last week ‘Red Dust’ (M-G) pretty 
good $8,000. 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40), ‘Air 
Mail’ (U) and ‘Men Are Such Fools’ 
(Radio). Former okay and apt to 
gain; good action for Birmingham; 
latter not much, $4,000 for week. 
Last week ‘Orphan Annie’ (Radio) 
for three days jammed -house and 


was a mistake pulling it; $5,000. 
Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25-40), 
‘Faithless’ (M-G). Bankhead and 


Montgomery may bring them in for 
fair $3,000. Last week ‘Hat Check 
Girl’ (Fox), $2,800. 

Strand (BTAC) (800; 20-30), 
“Wild Girl’ (Fox). Charles Farrell 
always a cinch for good week, $1,- 


800. Last week ‘Big City Blues’ 
(WB) $1,300. 

Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25), 
‘Golden West’ (Fox). Zane Grey 


western cinch for nice week, $900. 
Last week ‘Doomed Battalion’ (U), 
$800; war pictures just about 
washed up. 


CINCY’S GOOD WEATHER 
BREAK; ‘RAIN,’ $13,000 


Cincinnati, Nov. 14. 
First cold spell of season is add- 
ing a bit of warmth to the take of 
ace picture houses in general. Cur- 
rent outstanding draw is ‘Rain,’ a 
box-office flood at the Capitol. Al- 
bee is on way to fair recovery after 








‘last week’s slump. 


Shubert, sans legit this week, has 
twice daily projections of ‘Girls in 
Uniform,’ German film, which start- 
ed light Sunday night at scale of 
40-$1.65. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-80) ‘All 
American’ (U) and F-M ‘Malibu 
Feach’ unit. Picture is given tops 


in all advertising, a departure from 
policy of house in featuring stage 
offerings. Appeal to football fans 
boosting b. o. score to $20,000, good. 
Last week ‘Madison Square Garden’ 
(Par) and F-M ‘Stitch in Time’ idea 
With Little Jack Little added. It 
was Little’s third personal here as 
a radio name. Dipped to a poor 
$11,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 30-55) ‘Air 
Mail’ (U). Plugged as bigger than 


‘Wings’ and greater than ‘Hell’s 
Divers. But a tailspin at $11,000. 
Last week ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par) 
dialed $15,600, plenty sweet. 

Lyric (RKO) = (1,285; 30-55) 


‘Trouble in Paradise’ (Par). Should 
hit $9,000, good. Last week ‘Divorce 
in the Family’ (M-G) stirred up 
$8,800. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,200; 30-55) 
‘Rain’ (UA). Old standby Crawford- 
ing to $13,000, big. Last week ‘Red 
Dust’ (M-G) transferred from Pal- 
ace for second week collected a fair 
$6,800. . 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40) ‘I 
Am a Fugitive’ (WB). Paul Muni 


prussed in extra newspaper and 
billboard exploitation and luring 
gang play mob for $6,500, warm 


enough. Last week ‘Jungle Killer’ 
(Carveth Wells-Century production) 
world premiered to a good $6,000. 
Heavy opening aided by personal 
appearance of Lowell Thomas. 
Grand (RKO) (1,500; 15-30) 
‘That’s My Boy’ (Col) and ‘Painted 
Woman’ (Fox). Split week. Looks 
like $2,700, okay. Last week ‘Hell’s 
Highway’ (RKO-Radio) in for full 
week and got $3,100. 
Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25) 
‘Head Hunters of Papua’ (Reming- 
ton) and ‘Love Bound’ (Hollywood). 
Split week. $3,000, good. Last week 


‘Kongo’ (M-G) and ‘Stoker’ (1st 
Div.) $2,800. 

Ufa (400; 30-40) ‘Last Mile’ 
(W-W). Given added press and 


poster splurge. Appeal of product 
limited to men. An average $1,500 
indicated. Last week ‘Road to Life’ 
(Foreign) ditto. 





word of mouth looked to counter- 


act lack of femme appeal. Last 
week ‘Three on a Match’ (WB), 
brutal at $8,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50), 


‘Hat Check Girl’ (Fox). Fair $7,500 
in prospect for this one, with a title 


that may appeal to what's left of 
the flap trade. Last week ‘All- 
American’ (U) a bit disappointing 
after nice start, winding up with 





ordinary $7,900. 





WILL ROGERS DENVER’S 


wiosts| H(M)ONEY BOY, $14,000 





Denver, Nov. 14 

With perfect theatre weather al) 
are headed for excellent trade. Den. 
ham, with 25c. top seems more pop- 
ular than opening weex and headed 
for a 35% increase on iis second 
week. Because the Denham is two 
blocks away from the main retail 
street many predicted failure, but 
the crowds are giving Louis Hell- 
born, manager, a big kick and full 


houses several times the first five 
days. 
Orpheum also packed them in 


clear to the booth first three nights, 
and Rogers’ picture is proving a 
natural for this town. Rogers’ act« 
ing is causing lots of favorable talk 
around town. Pic will be taken to 
the Aladdin in a few days for sec- 
ond run, more people seeing this 
program than attended during the 
best week with vaudeville since the 
RKO-Huffman pool went into ef- 
fect. If pictures of this calibre could 
be secured all the time vaudeville 
would have no chance of going back 
at Orpheum.. 

Rialto is doing fine on split week 
with ‘Six Hours to Live’ and ‘Hell's 
Highway.’ Denver poor and Para- 
mount doimg fair, Paramount on its 
first split week. That will be future 
policy in order to use up films con- 
tracted for. 

All houses did big and steady 
business Armistice Day. 

Over the weekend stage hands and 
managers meet this week in attempt 
to iron out differences looking 
toward resumption of stage shows 
at Orpheum and Denver. 


Estimates for This Week 


Denham (Hellborn) (1,700; 15-25) 
—Crooked Circle’ (WW). House 
building, with $4,200 bigger on sec- 
ond week than the first. Last week 
‘False Faces’ (WW) did a good $3,- 
500, and although Hellborn expect- 
ed to put money in the theatre for 
at least 10 weeks, he cracked the nut 
the opening week. 

Denver (Publix) (2,500; 25-35-40. 
50)—‘Trouble in Paradise’ (Par). 
Okay takings, $9,000. Last week 
‘Red Dust’ (M-G) fair $8,500, al- 
though the film disappointed many 
Harlow-Gable followers. 

Orpheum (RKO-Huffman) (2,600; 
25-35-40-50)—‘Too Busy to Work’ 
(Fox). Will Rogers is the town’s 
honey; $14,000 wow trade. Last week 
‘Washington Merry-Go-Round’ (Col) 
went to $11,000, highest gross since 
vaude was discontinued Sept. 22. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000: 25- 
40)—‘Madison Square Garden’ (Par) 
and ‘Cabin in the Cotton’ (FN), 
split week. Maybe $4,000, mild, 
Last week ‘Smilin’ Thru’ (Par) poor 
$3,300, after a good week at the 
Denver. 

Rialto (RKO-Huffman) (900; 20< 
25-40)—‘Hell’s Highway’ (Radio), 
Fairish $3,000. Last week ‘13 Wome 
en’ (Radio), and ‘Six Hours to Live’ 
(Fox), poor $2,300 on split week. 


UNEXCITING IN NEW’K; 
MUNI, 166; ‘RAX,’ 56 


bac Newark, Nov. 14. 

Armistice Day holiday here did 
not prove anything startling. The 
hits drew and the others didn’t. 
Looks as though that would be the 
story for the future. The Warner 
houses finally put in Election Night 
midnight shows. 

‘Fugitive’ at the Branford will 
doubtless lead with $16,000. Nothing 
else likely to be great though the 
second week of ‘Smilin’ Through’ at 
the Loew's will be fine with maybe 
$12,000. 


Estimates for This Week 


Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-65) 
‘Fugitive’ (WB). Will go great with 
close to $16,000. Last week ‘Three 
On a Match’ (FN) did okay with 
$11,500. 

Capitol (WE) (1,200; 15-25-35-50) 
‘Pack Up Your Troubles’ (M-G) and 
‘Scarlet Dawn’ (FN). Will hold over 
$5,000 as usual. Last week ‘Cabin 
in the Cotton’ (FN) and ‘Phantom 
President’ (Par) great at nearly 
$5,900. 

Little (Cinema) (299; 50) ‘Wenn 
die Soldaten’ (Schneider) and ‘The 
Only Girl’ (Whitney). Hungarian 
picture giving Huns a chance to see 
something homelike and_  they’re 
taking it strong. Probably $1,800, 
good. House opens earlier and cuts 
prices next week. Last week ‘Der 
Blaue Engel’ (Ufa) and ‘Rendez- 
vous’ (Ufa) n.s.g. at $950. 

Loew’s State (2,800; 15-65) ‘Smilin 
Through’ ("§-G). Merely a matter 
of seeing how well this second week 
will hold up at the end. Greatly 
liked and can hardly be lower than 








$12,000. Last (first) week swell at 
over $18,000. 

Mosque (WB) (3,281; 15-55) 
‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G). Would be 


gure to draw even here but this hit 
has played six weeks downtown. 
Maybe $4,000. Last week ‘Divorce- 
ment’ (RKO) and ‘Hat Check Girl 
(Fox) disappointed with a measly 

2,700. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
66) ‘Hot Saturday® (Par). Even if 
it duilds can hardly do much over 

(Continued on page 34) 
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THEY’RE OFF! On — 
the Greatest RUNS 
in Picture History! 


SAMUEL GOLDWYN’S PRODUCTION 








Ltn, wet 


CAA RN eee aeeendemeen 


with LYDA ROBERTI and 
the GOLDWYN GIRLS 












Starts its 
TWO-A-DAY $2.00 TOP 


Engagements at the 


R. K. 0. PALACE THEATRE, NEW YORK 
THURSDAY, NOV. 17th 


- @ 
WARNER BROS., WESTERN THEATRE, L. A. 
TUESDAY, NOV. 22nd 
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SAMUEL GOLDWYN 


presents 


EDDIE CANTOR 


in 


“THE KID FROM SPAIN” 


World Premiere November 17, RKO Palace Theatre, New York City 





CHASE and SANBORN 


present 


EDDIE CANTOR 


On the Chase and Sanborn Coffee Hour 


N. B. C. Coast to Coast hookup—commencing October 30th at 8:00 P. M. Eastern Standard Time 
and every Sunday thereafter until April, 





WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


presents 


EDDIE CANTOR 


And an all star show on a tour of the principal cities 


Personal Representative 


B. F. HOLZMAN 
229 W. 42d St., New York City 
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“THE KID FROM SPAIN” 


WORDS and MUSIC 





SS . SS 





Bert Kalmar-Harry Ruby 








“WHAT A PERFECT COMBINATION!” 
“IN| THE MOONLIGHT” 


“LOOK WHAT YOU'VE DONE” —}\§ 





Published by 


62 West 45th Street HARMS, Inc. New York 
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LEO MC CAREY 


Directed 


EDDIE CANTOR 


Mm 
“THE KID FROM. SPAIN” 
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Wm. Anthony McGuire 





Bert Kalmar Harry Ruby 





Story, Adaptation and Dialogue 


“THE KID FROM SPAIN” 





























BUSBY BERKELEY J. MILO 
ies CARROL | ANDERSON 
Directed NAISH Designed 
Shot and Created 
all 
one “Pedro Costumes 
ical Numbers n for 
Mus : “KID FROM SPAIN” 
in ‘THE KID 
”" A Goldwyn Production 
‘THE KID FROM SPAIN”|FROM SPAIN’) a aseased thru United Arist 

















Best Wishes to 


“THE KID FROM SPAIN” 


from 


mee OY ag ~ The Photographer 





























ne an 


: yl —— ‘ei eeaReRRRERRR SR ERE REISE APPLIAN GRET TRA 
S a Ba 





vi ivi 


























- deal 


- process, 








*VARIETY’S” Lonpex at ye ML 
Cable Address: 





“VARIETY's’ 
_ Cable Addvess: 





——— 


Hungary Tries to eer Alien 
Frozen Credit Films, But in Vain’ 





Budapest, Nov. 2. 

Osso, who has produced four big 
feature pictures here, paid for with 
cheaply bousht frozen foreign lia- 
bilities, has got into difficulties with 
the Hungarian government which 
at first threatened further produc- 
tion. 

According to rulings of the finan- 
eial authorities, everybody who ex- 
ports anything from this country is 
compelled to pay the foreign cur- 
rency received for the material 
exported into the National Bank at 
the official rate of exchange. This 
is how the necessary foreign money 
is obtained for the purchase of raw 
materials, etc. 

Osso’s contract was such that the 
company was exempt from this rule, 
and could export films made here, 
freely. Picture activity brought 
money into the country. Osso’s also 
invested 200,000 pengo in the build- 
ing of a new studio, which it was 
to use free of tax during the next 
two years, after which the building 
was to pass into the hands of the 
government. 

Reach Compromise 

Someone in the Ministry. of 
Finance suddenly discovered that 
Osso’s was making enough money 
anyway by being able to produce at! 
such low cost here, and the ad- 
vantages Osso’s enjoyed in the use 
of foreign currency were suddenly 
withdrawn 

Osso’s threatened not to produce 
any more pictures in Hungary un- 
less it could export them freely as 
before. After lengthy negotiations, 
peace is restored—on what terms, is 

(Continued on page 17) 








DIZZY EXCHANGE DEALS 
PROTECT FILM MONIES. 


Intricate manipulation of foreign 
exchange has been worked out by 
Jos. Seidelman, head of Para- 
mount’s foreign department, as an 
aid to European business. Idea is 
to sell futures on foreign exchange 
options maturing several months 
ahead in order to get most favor- 
able terms for moneys earned by 
the company abroad. 

System, as explained, is based on 
a constant close watch of foreign 


exchange rates throughout’. the 
world. When francs, sterling, yens 
or other foreign moneys reach 


what seems like a top figure, the 
operator sells all probable moneys 
to be earned by the company in 
those markets for several months 
in advance. Should the foreign 
exchange then drop, Paramount is 
ahead whatever the currency differ- 
ence is. Although generally but a 
few cents on a dollar difference, if 
that, it runs into considerable 
money in the aggregate, and the 
company thus far has been fortu- 
nate in its maneuvers. Thus, in 
one deal seven points were gained 
on a dollar in Japan, the yen drop- 
ping from 27, sale price, to 20. In 
the British pound market, also, the 


, Scandinavia continues at the cur- 





was highly successful. Bills 
were sold at $3.94; when they ma-| 
tured: the pound was at $3.46. | 

Possibility exists, Par’s foreign 
chief admits, that there might be 
a@ loss incurred the same way, but 
it is worth the risk, he figures, for 
fhe exchange sectrity gained by the 
That comes from the fact 
that through making such a deal 
he is certain of stated exchange 
figure for a definite period of time, 
rather than gambling on a daily| 
basis with foreign exchange as is | 
necessitated by current conditions 
in the intternational money market. 


NATIONAL HYMN UKASE 

Ottawa, Nov. 14. 
From now on one will be able to! 
g0 to a theatre witnout hearing ‘God 
Save the King’—that is if one stays | 
long enough. This fs an old British | 
custom but the Government has laid 
down the law to theatre men that | 
the National Anthem is now 
necessity. 
Two or 











a legal | 


three tneatre managers | 
had become forgetful or they w ant- | 
ed to get home or something and | 
neglected the formality. The result 
Was a special pronto, mak- 
ing the without 
the hymn. | 

| 


ukase, 
show incomplete 
was no talk of Com- 
racketeers 
notice. 


And there 
munists, iconoclasts or 
when the Government gave 


| available. 


New York 





Scandinavian Indies 
Threaten Early Flood 


Stockholm, Nov. 2 
American film observers in Stock- 
holm believe that if production in 


rent pace, more than 100 films per 
year will be produced from these 
sources by the fall of 1933. In 
Sweden independent companies are 
springing up overnight and some 
35 films may be launched when the 
initial financing is straightened out. 

Finland will have 25 and Den- 
mark another 25 ff all goes well. 
Norway may only produce a maxi- 
mum of 10 in the country, but it 
is figured that Norwegian money, 
rather plentiful for films at the mo- 
ment, will. finance, 15 pictures in 
Stockholm and Copenhagen. 

Native film men are trying to 
deny such figures for fear of scar- 
ing out American and German com- 
panies who are feeding the the- 
atres while local production is being 
organized. But the fact remains 
that even the other Swedish com- 
panies are unaware of how many 
pictures are in production by inde- 
pendents on'ia eyqestting. | basis. 


FRENCH WINES 
VS. AM. FILMS 
AND BEER 





Paris, Nov. 14. 

Election of the Democrat regime 
in the U. S. struck an important 
note in local film circles. Figured 
here that from several standpoints 
it’s going to be ia good thing for 
France, with the ‘localities ready to 
barter their filmi trade for a pos- 
sible important wine outlet. 
Figured here .that Democratic 
regime is bound to mean easier 
tariff regulaions, anyway. But be- 
yond it may mean an important 
outlet for French wine. Fear was 
immediately put ‘forward that the 
Americans, when light wine and 
beer come through, will regulate 
against importation of these fluids, 
with the politicians immediately 
pointing out that free film barter 
might change things in their favor. 
Attitude has heen «expressed in 
several places that France might 
be perfectly willing to forget all 
about contingents, quotas and all 
similar tangents, if they were en- 
couraged properly along these new 
lines, 


AGAIN TRYING FOR 





CANADIAN-MADE FILM 





Toronto, Nov. 14, 
With the securing of a provin- 
eial charter by 300th Canadian 


| firm, 


Auten and Wilde oan. 
Spearman New Contact 


Captain Harold Auten, foreign 
film agent and distributor, has dis- 
solved his partnership with John 
Wilde. Wilde had been in charge 
of the Auten & Wilde London 
office. 

a ae - 
P. D. C. on the Continent, will now 
represent Auten all over Europe 
with headquarters in Paris and 
Berlin. 

Spearman was in 


Spearman, head of 


New York for 


ten days arranging details of the 
new deal, and returned to Paris 
Friday (11) on the Bremen, 





DIAMONDS OUT 
OF TOBIS CO.’S 


eo 


Berlin, Nov. 14. 

Tobts has officially announced | 
that Milton Diamond (American) | 
is no longer. connected with the: 
Same announcement states 
that David Diamond, Milton's | 
brother, has not been with 4 
since April. 

In explicit verbiage the an- | 
nouncement puts forth the fact that | 
neither of the Diamonds is now in! 
any way conected with Tobis, for 
America, Europe, or any naa 
business relations. 

* Milton Diamond hag been here| 
for the past few weeks talking over 
the disruption. 


Diamond, New York at- 
went to Germany some 
years back as legal representative 
of Sonora Bristolphone, claiming 
a basic talker patent. He was in- 
strumental in negotiating the To- 
bis-Klangfilm alliance and helped 
engineer the Paris patent confer- 
ence, acting as Tobis’ legal repre-' 
sentative through a good share of 
the negotiations involved. 

Later he organized the Tobis 
Forenfilms Co; for.American dis- | 
tribution of German films, of which | 
he became president, his brother | 
David becoming one of the chief. 
executives. Part of the plans con- 
sisted of a chain of foreign theatres | 
in the United! States, but the en- | 


Milton 
| torney, 


tire thing flopped quickly, with a 
considerable monetary loss _in- 
volved. | 





ANGLO-CANADIAN PACT ; 
SET, IGNORES PICTURES 


Ottawa, Nov. 14. 


The Governments of Canada and 
the United Kingdom formally 
adopted the Anglo-Canadian trade 
treaty by substantial majorities in 
the Commons at Ottawa and Lon- 
don, the pact now being effective | 
for the next five years. | 

The treaty, is the outcome of the | 
Imperial Econpmic Conference in | 
Ottawa last August but, although | 
there was plenty of talk about Brit- 
ish film quotas and special levies 
on film imports from the U. S, A..,)/ 
there is nothing in the adopted 
form of the treaty that directly af- 








Films, Ltd., plans have been com- 
pleted for the production of a full- 
length feature here. Sound-proof | 
studio is being erected, scenario is 
completed and cast assembled. 
Booth is backed by patriotic} 
Canucks who intend to get into in- | 
ter-Empire film production. Dele-| 
gates from the sister Dominions at | 
the Imperial Economic Conference 
asked for Canadian feature films 
only to be told that there was none 
The. launching of the! 
Canadian project is the answer to! 
this demand. 
First picture 
ical story of the 
regime in Canada. Scenario is by | 
John French, well-known Canadian | 
writer, formerly on the staffs of the 
‘Evening Post’ and the 


will be an histor- | 


early French 





New York ‘Journal of Commerce.’ | 
| Star will be Claire Maynard, with 
Hollywood experience. 
Klangfilm in Mexico 
Mexico City, Nov. 10. 


Klangfilm sound system is being 
‘introduced on local markets by its 
| Mexican agents by showing of | 
| shorts in various foreign clubs, first | 
demonstration being made before 
members of the German casino. 

Representatives propose to give 
similar exhibitions throughout Mex- 


‘ico im sales campaign. } 


Metro 
| porarily 


fects the motion picture industry. 
Increased preference is granted ad- 
vertising accessories from the! 
United Kingdom, but that is about 
all insofar as the film trade is con- 
cerned. 

The Canadian Parliament will sit 
for a while longer before adjourn- 
ing for the Christmas recess but 
there is no hint of any tax legisla- 
tion or other measures directly af- 
fecting the theatres or film distrib- 
utors of the Dominion. 


MGM Orient Head Quits 


Shanghai, Nov. 14. 


Frank V. Chamberlain is out as 
far east rep. for Metro. He held the 
post for many years, handling al- 
most all the Oriental territory ex- 
cept that centered in Shanghia. 

No one appointed yet to replace 
Chamberlain. Sam Burger, special 
home office exec, is tem- 
in charge, with some pos- 
sible further reorganization to come 





Foreign Film News 


Additional foreign film news 
will be found on page 17, 








change 


| films here and taken similar num- 


| the Academy in London and ‘Varm- | 


| financial policies of the British firm 


ger 


| which B-G may produce abroad for 


| deal of having around 30 of its films 


| purchase price as its interest in the 
| British 
| ously to around $19,000,000. 


; interest but this was turned down. 


PARIS REPRESENTATIVE. 
V \RINEWS, 


55 Rue Nolleé 16 
PARIS, Mi: arcadet i2-4 
sane a 








“toa Mutual Preference 


Film Exchange 


Made Operative, 


Quotas Hold for Other Nations 


+ 


Sweden Swaps Preduct | 
With Rest of World 


Stockholm, 
Representatives from 
Films in Italy, Pathe- 
| France and British Gaumont have 
been in Stockholm to arrange ex-| 
deals with Svenska Films. 
|The Italian group headed by P. 
Alliati sold five films here and 
agreed to take the same number of 

Swedish pictures 

Pathe-Natan hasn't for 
any films yet, but is explaining its 
program as to the most suitable for 
Swedish showing. British Gaumont, 
prompted by visit of the Prince of | 
Wales, has booked seven’ English | 





Nov. 2. 
Pittaluga 
Natan in! 


closed 


ber of Swedish pictures for England. 
The first ‘En Natt’ was booked for 


laningarna’ is the next. 


UNDERSTANDING 
WITH FOX & 
GAUMONT 








| breaking them, is 


Under a tentative agreement 
reached between Fox and British, 
Gaumont in settlement of their dif- 
ferences, and which awaits only the 
signature of Sidney Kent, Fox 
president, when he next visits Lon- 
don, the Fox company is assured of 
|'playing time in all B-G houses for | 


;a limited number of Fox Hollywood | 
; product. Number of films is &tated 
around 16. 

Additionally the Fox company is 
to get a more active voice on the | 


in the future. There is. no indica- 
tion how this part is arranged but 
is likely to come from having a big- 
spread of representation on the 
| B- G board. The conditions, at- 
‘tached to the playing time guaran- 
tee angle, are that the films be suit- 
able for British customer consump- 
tion. 


$19,000,000 Invested 


With the dozen or so pictures 


Fox to fill the latter’s British quota 


| though still 





requirements, the Fox company 
|stands a chance under this new 


spotted throughout B-G houses. 
That's about 50% of the combined 
Hollywood and foreign production 
program scheduled by Fox. 
Signing of the agreement may im- 





pel Fox to withdraw its present suit 
against B-G under -which the Fox 
company tries to reclaim its entire 
vari- 


company, amounting 


‘Originally British-<Gaumont . of- 
fered Fox $3,000,300 to buy back: this 


-PAR’S CANADIAN QUOTA 
PROJECT CALLED OFF 


Hollywood, Noy. 18. 
Paramount's proposed deal for 
the production of six British quota | 
pictures in Victoria, B. C., by Ken- 
neth J. Bishop has gone cold, owing 
to the uncertainty of the company’s | 


. - . 
| foreign policy. 


Bishop, who came here six weeks 
igo to buy equipment for the studio ; 
and to sign players who are Brit- | 


ish citizens, has returned to Canada 
without a contract. 

Robert Kane, head of Par’s Eu- | 
ropean production who had been! 


handling the deal, is reported to be! 
leaving the company on the termi- | 
nation of his contract in July, and 
this fact is also said to have stalled 
the negotiations. 





Ufa Filming in Prague 


| 

| 

Prag. . > © | 
rague, Nov. 2. 


The Prague branch of Ufa will 

ike a Czech film, ‘Okenko’ (‘The 
Little Window’), ba ion the drama 
of that name. 


Play is by t} actress Olga 
aot the \ ty 


Schienflugoy inohrady 


theatre. 


| Life for a Life’), is picked by 


Berlir Nov. 14. 
Franco-German preference pact 
for films has been signed here and 
| goes into effect immediately. Means 
'that the quota and kontingent re- 
strictions between these two coun- 
tries do not exist any longer, al- 


in effect as far as the 
rest of the world is concerned. 
Agreement is only semi-official, 
but sufficiently effective so that it 
ean start working immediately. It 
was drawn up and signed by Spio. 
German trade organization with 
governmental sanction and backing 
and Chammbre Syndicale de la Cin- 
ematographie, French film trade al- 


liance. Charles Delac acted as the 
French spokesman and signatory, 
and Dr. Plugge was the German 


head man. 
Exchange on Even Terms 

No details are yet uvailable on 
the matters involved. Originally the 
German offer was a free two-to-one 
exchange of films between the two 
countries, with Germany getting the 
break. This the French rejected, 
proffering a one-to-one agreement 
instead. Understood that these are 
the terms accepted. 

Definite is only the fact that all 
films made by either country may 
now be mutually released without 


lany limit. 


Manner in which the two coun- 
tries will get around their own 
quota regulations without, however, 
fairly simple. 
French films made in Germany will 
be called French pictures and al- 
lowed free entry under that desig- 
nation. French pictures made any- 
where else are not consideres 
French legally, with the kick. Same 
thing, of course, goes for German 
pictures as made in France. 





DANES STOP U. S. FILM, 


START PATENT WAR 


Copenhagen, Nov. 14. 
By request of the Nordisk Tena- 
film Company, sheriffs stopped. the 





performance of ‘Daughter of the 
Dragon’ (Par) at the Apollo the- 
atre here Thursday (10). No at- 


tempt as yet to go further with the 
stopping of American film show- 
ings here, but Nordisk maintains 
that it will seek injunctions against 
all American films produced on 
Western Electric noiseless record- 
ing, the local company claiming 
prior patent rights. 

Nordisk asserts that the Western 
recording violates patents taken out 
by the local company in April A 
letter to this effect went out to the 
heads of all American film com- 
panies some weeks ago, with this 
the first definite action. 

While the current film stoppal is 
not important, it being in a second 
run house, Nordisk claims it will 
carry the fight through to the finish. 

Erpi’s legal department has in- 
formed American filmers to g0 
ahead as in the past and that the 
matter would be straightened out 
by them, but figured locally that a 
| long legal fight is ahead. 


Auer Film Touted. for 
Mexican Govt. Award 


Mexico City, Nov. 10. 
M. P. Production Co.'s 
‘Una Vida por Otra’ (A 
most 
newspaper critics who previewed it 
for the $300 prize the civie govern- 
ment has hung up for the best pic- 
ture produced in Mexico during the 
year. 

Critics are enthusiastic about the 
film which was written and directed 
by John H. Auer, who has had ex- 
perience in Hollywood. Scenario 
work was handled by Fernando de 
Fuentes, former manager of Par's 
Cine Olimpia here, and Carlos 
Noriega Hope, noted Mexican jour- 
nalist. 





National 
3rd talker, 





Par and Liverpool 


London, Nov. 14. 

Paramount has started work 
igain on the building of its 2,700 
seat Liverpool de luxer. Theatre 
va started some time ago. with 
construction stopped fer the past 
ix months 

Change of architects caused the 


tus. 
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Hollywood Production 


(Pictures now filming, or about to start 


by studios. 


COLUMBIA 
‘That’s Africa’ 
(4th week) 
D—Eddie Cline 


A—Lew Lipton 


Norman Krasna 
Cast: 
Wheeler & Woolsey 
Raquel Torres 
Esther Muir 
Henry Armetta 
Eddie Cline 
Spencer Charters 
‘Air Hostess 
(4th week) 
D—Al! Rogell 
A—Grace Perkins 
Keene Thompsoar 
Milton Raison 
C—Joe Walker 
Cast: 
James Murray 
Evalyn Knapp 
Arthur Pierson 
Jane Darwell 
Thelma Todd 
J. M. Kerrigan 
Mike Donlin 
‘Acquitted 
(3d week) 
D—Roy Wm. Neiil 
A—Keene Thompson 
Joe Swerling 
C—Joseph August 
Cast: 
Alan Dinehart 
Mae Clarke 
Neil Hamilton 
Charles Sellon 
Charles Coleman 
John Sheehan 


‘Yankee Bandit’ 
(1st week) 


D—Lambert Hillyer 
A—Jack Natteford 

Lambert Hillyer 
Cast: 


Buck Jones 
‘Child of Manhattan’ 
(ist week) 


A—Preston Sturges 
Maurine Watkins 
D—Eddie Buzzell 
Cast: 
Nancy Carroll 
‘East of Fifth Avenue’ 
(2d week) 
D—Ben Stoloff 
A—Harry Sauber 
Arthur Caesar 
C—Joe Valentine 
Cast: 
Leo Carillo 
Lois Wilson 
Dickie Moore 
Eddie Garr 
Ward Bond 
Bino Corrado 
Fox 
‘Btate Fair’ 
(3d week) 
D—Henry King 
A—Phil Stone 
Paul Green 
Sonya Levien 


Janet Gaynor 
Will Rogers 
Lew Ayres 
Sally Bilers 
Victor Jory 
Louise Dresser 
Norman Foster 
Frank Craven 
Frank Melton 


‘Canyon Walle’ 
(ist week) 


D—David Howard 
A—Zane Grey 
Cast: 
George O’Briea 
Nell O'Day 
Betsy King Ross 
Frank Atkinson 
Clarence Wilson 
‘Hot Pepper’ 
(ist week) 
D—John Blystone 
A—Dudley Nichols 
Barry Conners 
Philip Klein 
Cast: 
Victor McLaglea 
Edmund Lowe 
Lupe Velez 
El Brendel 
Lillan Bond 


‘Cavalcade’ 
(6th week) 


D—Frank Lloyd 
A—Noel-Coward 
Reginald Berkeley 
Sonya Levien 


Wynyard 
Clive Brook 
Herbert Mundin 
Una O'Connor 
John Warburton 
Frank Lawton 
Margaret Lindsay 
Ursula Jeans 
Irene Browne 
Beryl Mercer 
Merle Tottenham 
Tempe Piggott 
Billy Bevan 
Ann Shaw 
Will Stanton 
Adele Grane 
Dick Henderson, Fr. 
Douglas Scott 
Sheila MacGill 
Bonita Granville 
‘Face in the Sky’ 

(2d week) 

D—Harry Lachman 

A—Myles Connolly 
Humphrey Pearaon 

Cast: 

Spencer Tracy 

Marian Nixon 

Stuart Erwin 

Sarah Padden 

Sam Hardy 

Frank McGlynn, Jr. 

Russell Simpson 

‘ Handle With Care’ 
(4th week) 

D—David Butler 

A—Frank Craven 
Sam Mintz 

Cast: 

James Dunn 
Boots Mallory 
Fl Brendel 
Buster Phelps 
Geo. Ernest 
Victor Jory 

Pat Hartigan 
Frank O'Connor 
Art) Vinton 


Week of Nov. 14 





INTERNATIONAL 


‘Kiss of Araby’ 
(Burton King) 
(ist week) 
D—U nassigned 
A-—F. McGrew Willis 
METRO 
‘Rasputin’ 
(18th week) 
D—Charles Brabin 
A—Charles McArthur 
Cast: 
John Barrymore 
Ethel Barrymore 
Idonel Barrymore 
Ralph Morgan 
Diana Wynyard 
Tad Alexander 
Reginald Barlow 
Louise Closser Hale 
Brandon Hurst 
Cc, Henry Gordon 
‘Flesh’ 
(ith week) 
D—John Ford 
Earl Taggart 
C—Arthur Edeson 
Cast: 
Wallace Beery 
Jean Hersholt 
Ricardo Cortez 
Karen Morley 
John Miljan 
Greta Meyer 
‘Let’s Go’ 
(ith week) 
D—Harry Polilard 
A—E. J. Rath 
Byron Morgan 
Cast: 
William Haines 
Cliff Edwards 
Madge Evans 
Conrad Nagel 
Arthur Byron 
‘Son Daughter’ 
(6th week) 
D—Clarence Brown 
A—David Belasco 
Geo. Scarborough 
Cc—Oliver Marsh 
Cast: 
Helen Hayes 
Ramon Novarro 
Louise Closser Hale 
Lewis Stone 
Warner Oland 
Howard McWade 
Ben Bard 
‘Pig Boata’ 
(3d week) 
D—Jack Conway 
A—Comm. Edward Ells- 
berg 
C—Hal Rossen 
Cast: 
Robert Montgomery 
Walter Huston 
Jimmie Durante 
Robert Young 
MONOGRAM 
*The Trail Beyond’ 
(ist week) 
D—Harry Fraser 
A—Robert Quigley 


Cast: 
Rex Bell 
‘The Fighting Champ’ 
(2d week) 


D—J. P. McCarthy 
A—Wellyn Totman 
C—Archie Stout 
Cast: 
Bob Steele 
George Cheesbro 
Kit Guard 
Charles King 
Lafe McKee 
George Kayes 
Henry Roquemore 


PARAMOUNT 
‘Under Cover Man’ 


A—John Wilstach 
€—Victor Milner 
Cast: 
George Raft 
Nancy Carroll 
Roscoe Karns 
Lew Cody 
Gregory Ratoft 
John Hodson 
Wm. Janney 
‘Island of Lost Souls’ 
(ith week) 
D—Earl Kenton 
A—H. G. Wells 
Waldemar Young 
Philip Wylie 
ast: 


Charles Laughton 
Richard Arlen 
Leila Hyams 
Kathleen Burke 
Arthur Hohl 
Tetsu Komar 
Stanley Fields 
Hans Steinke 
Robert Kortman 
Harry Ekezian 
‘Madame Butterfly’ 
(Sth week) 
D—Marion Gering 


A—Joseph Moncure March 


Josephine Lovett 
C—David Abel 
Cast: 

Sylvia Sidney 

Cary Grant 

Charles Ruggles 

Irving Pichel 

Helen Jerome Eddy 

Sandor Kallay 

Edmund Breese 

Judith Vasselli 

Louise Carter 

Dorothy Libaire 

Sheila Terry 


‘King of the Jungle’ 
(4th week) 


D.—H. Bruce Humberstone 


Max Marcin 
A—Chas. Thurley Stone- 


ham 
C—Ernest Haller 
Cast: 
Frances Dee 
Robert Adair 
Florence Britton 
Ronnie Cosey 
Robert Barrett 
Sam Baker 
‘Ne Man of Her Own’ 
(3d week) 
D—Wesley Ruggles 
A—Edmund Goulding 
Benjamin Glazer 
Maurine Watkins 
Cast: 
Agnes Van Leahy 
Mitton H. Gropper 
Ray Harris 
fast: ° 
Clark Gable 
Carole Lombard 


, are listed below alphabetically | 
Symbols are: D—Director, A—Author, C—Cameraman.) 


Dorothy Mackaill 
Grant Mitchell 
George Barbier 
Paul Ellis 
J. Farrell MacDonuld 
Walter Walker 
Lillian Harmer 
Frank McGlynn 
Tommy Conlon 
‘Billion Dollar Scandal ’ 
(4th week) 
D—Harry Joe Brown 
A—Gene Towne 
Graham Baker 
Cast: 
Constance Cummings 
Robert Armstrong 
Frank Morgan 
James Gleason 
Irving Pichel 
Warren Hymer 
Olga Baclanova 
Berton Churchill 
Frank Albertson 


‘Lives of a Bengal Lancer’ 


(ist week) 
D—Stephen Roberts 
A—Frances Yeats-Brown 
Cast: 

Clive Brook 
Fredric March 
Gary Cooper 
Richard Arlen 
RADIO 
‘Heroes for Hire’ 

(2d week) 
D—Ralph Ince 
A—Agnes C. Johnston 

H. W. Hanemanna 


Bill Boyd 

Bruce Cabot 

Wm. Gargan 

Roscoe Ates 

Dorothy Wilson 

Julie Haydon 

Creighton Chaney 

Rochelle Hudson 

Wm. Bakewell 
‘King Kong’ 

- (15th week) 
D—Ernest B. Schoedsack 
A—Edgar Wallace 
Merian C. Cooper 
James Creelman 


Cast 


Ruth Ross 
C—Eddie Linden 
Cast: 

Fay Wray 


Robert Armstrong 
Bruce Cabot 


‘The Past of Mary Holmes’ 


(ist week) 
D—Harlan Thompson 
Slavko Vorkpich 
A—Rex Beach 
Harlan Thompson 
Sam Ornitz 
Marian Dix 
Edward Doherty 
Cast: 
Helen MacKellar 
Eric Linden 
TIFFANY 
(World Wide) 
*The Death Kiss’ 
(2d week) 
D—Eddie Marin 
A—Madelon St. Dennis 
Gordon Kahn 
Barry Beringer 
Cast: 
David Manners 
Adrian Ames 
John Wray 
Bela Lugosi 
Alexander Carr 
Mona Maris 
Edward Van Sloan 
Vince Barnett 
‘Phantom Thunderbolt’ 
(3d week) 
D—Alan James 
A—Forrest Sheldon 
Cast: 
Ken Maynard 
Frances Lee 
Frank Rice 
Perry Holman 
Wm. Robyns 
UNIVERSAL 
‘Ss. O. S. Iceberg’ 
("4th week) 
D—Dr. Arnold Fank 


A—Lt. Comm. Frank Wead 


Dr. Arnold Fank 
C—Hans Schnesberger 
Cast: 


Gibson Gowland 
Lini Reinfensthal 
Sepp Rist 

Ernst Udet 


‘They Had to Get Married’ 


(5th week) 
D—Edward Ludwig 
A—H. M. Walker 

Gladys Lehman 
Clarence Marks 
Cast: 
Slim Summerville 
Zasu Pitts 
Roland Young 
Verree Teasdale 
Cc. Aubrey Smith 
Fifi Dorsay 
Cora Sue Collins 
David Leo Tillotson 
Henry Armetta 
Vivien Oakland 
Guy Kibbee 


‘Destination Unknown’ 


(2d week) 
D—Tay Garnett 
A—Tom Buckingham 
Cast: 
Pat O’Brien 
Ralph Bellamy 
Alan Hale 
Russell Hopton 
Tom Brown 
Noel Madison 
Chas. Middleton 
Geo. Rigas 
Forrester Harvey 
Rollo Lloyd 
Willard Robertson 
Stanley Fields 
‘The Rebel’ 
(llth week) 
D—Edwin H. Knopf 
A—Luis Trenker 
Cast: 
Luis Trenker 
Vilma Banky 
Victor Varconi 
‘Men of the Mounted’ 
(Sertal) 
(3d week) 
D—Ray Taylor 
A—Ella O'Neil 
Harry Hoyt 
Basil Dickey 
Cast: 
Tom Tyler 
Jacqueline Weils 





IS ADLESS ‘EXPRESS’ 
ECONOMY OR BOYCOTT? 


London, Nov. 6. 

Members of the Kinematograph 
tenters’ Society met unofficially last | 
week and decided to withdraw the | 
advertising of their respective pic- 
ture houses from the Sunday ‘Ex- | 
press.” The meeting was attended 
by principals only. 

No reason was given by the ad- 
vertisers for their withdrawal ex- 
cept retrenchment. The ‘Express’ | 
came on Sunday (30) with its usual 
film department and small advertis- 
ing support, which normally 
amounts to $2,000. 

For some time past there has 
been considerable dissatisfaction on 
the part of the picture magnates 
over the department of Cedric Belf- 
rage, film editor of the Sunday ‘Ex- 
press.’ It was felt Belfrage has as- 
sumed an undesirable attitude to- 
ward the industry. In addition, it is 
declared, he had been indulging in 
personalities of an offensive charac- 
ter. 

The climax was reached when, 
last week, Belfrage broadcast a talk 
on pictures in which he is charged 
with using the phrase ‘there has 
been and still is an oligrachy of 
rapacious Jews stepping on the po- 
tential film artists of England and 
America.’ 

Among other things it was agreed 
at the meeting that the alleged 
anti-Semitic utterance was to be 
brought before Parliament, but the 
British Broadcasting Co. has already 
written an apology. 

How long the ‘Express’ impasse 
will continue is hard to forecast. 
There seems little likelihood at 
present of either side letting up in 
its attitude. 

For some time now the K. R. 8S. 
membership felt the West End pic- 
ture house managements were 
spending altogether too much money 
in the Sunday papers, but none of 
them was willing to cut while the 
opposition was unwilling to chop. 
The present contretemps may result 
in a general retrenchment all 
around on the Sunday picture ad- 
vertising. 


Big Theatres Planned 
For Holland, Belgium 


Brussels, Nov. 2. 

Metropole, Brussels newest cin- 
ema, opened a few nights ago with 
‘Fanny,” French film sequel to 
‘Marius.’ 

The theatre will lose its title of 
largest cinema in Brussels in Janu- 
ary when the Eldorado, with 4,000 
seats, 500 more than the Metropole, 
opens. 














The Hague, Nov. 2. 

The Flora theatre at Amsterdam 
burnt down in 1929, may be rebuilt 
as the biggest theatre in Holland. A 
new company, ‘Madrid Ltd.,.’ plans 
a house of 3,000 seats. 

Place is to be used for all sorts 
of entertainments: comedy, vaude- 
ville, revues, Operas, cinema and 
concerts. It will cost $1,200,000. 





Sweden’s Sound Jams 


Stockholm, Nov. 2. 
There are no sound proof stages 
at the Swedish film city of Rosunda 
which is a few miles outside the 
town. Result is that production of 
films is held up daily while the 





street cars pass or whenever stray- 
ing animals are heard in the sur- 
rounding forest. 

Sometimes a love scene has to be 
held up while a hunting expedition 
is launched to kill off howling dogs 
in the woods. 





‘Karenina’ German Indie 
Berlin, Nov. 2. 
Cine-Allianz is preparing script 
on ‘Anna Karenina,’ Tolstoy novel, 
with shooting to start in a couple 
weeks. Karl Hartl will meg. 





Picture was made as a silent by 
William Fox in 1916. 


HAPPY TAG 


a | 


Par Remaking Last Reel of ‘Fare- | 
well to Arms’ 





Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

Preview reception of Paramount's 
‘Farewell to Arms’ has caused the 
studio to schedule a last reel re- 
make to switch the fade-out from a | 
sad to a happy ending. 

Tear jerking tag was made by 
Frank Borzage under protest. Di- 
rector figured that the picture had 
sufficient suffering without sending 
the audiences out with a gulp. 


FOR ITS OWN PICTURE 


Lonuon, Nov. 5. 

United Artists outbid Gaumont 
British for ‘Say It With Music,’ with 
the picture to open at the Dominion | 
Nov. 14 for a run, It’s a British & 
Dominion picture, making the inci- 
dent of interest, since G-B formerly 
handled B & D product and UA now 
does. 

‘Say It With Music’ is one of the 
last B & D pictures that G-B is 
handling, but UA wanted it so badly 
for it’s West End house, the Do- 
minion, that it outbid the G-B 
booker, Arthur Jarrett, offering 50% 
against Jarrett’s 33. 


Irvington Studio Reopens 


After shut down for a year Photo- 
color Studios, Irvington, N. Y., are 
re-opening within the next two 
weeks. 

This time instead of making a 
play for regular film business the 
company, which has a color process, 
is concentrating on advertising and 
industrial prospects. It has labora- 
tory and studio facilities prepared 
to handle as much as 500,000 feet 
of film in color. 


‘Cavaleade’ Extras Picked 
By U. S. for Deportation 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

Immigration authorities seeking 
foreign actors here who have over- 
stayed their leave have spent con- 
siderable time around the Fox 
studio among the thousands of 
extras of British birth who daily 
seek jobs in ‘Cavalcade.’ 

More than a score of immigra- 
tion dodgers have been nailed and 
will be returned to their home 
ports. ‘ 


Billie Has Ann’s Play 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Billie Burke will be featured in 
‘Christopher Strong’ at Radio in 
which Ann Harding starred. 




















Osso Victor 


(Continued from page 15) 
unknown. At any rate Osso’s are 
returning in December to produce 
another picture here. 

Ufa is also having trouble with 
the picture, ‘The Old Rascal,’ now 
being shot ir. Budapest. Hille, pro- 
duction supervisor, got into a mud- 
dle through not knowing conditions. 
He advertised for extras, ignoring 
the certainty that the Actors’ Asso- 
ciation would protest very strongly 
against the employment of ama- 
teurs when hundreds of their own 
members are unemployed. Hille 
was obliged to compromise by em- 
ploying a great number of extras of 
the association's choosing. in order 
to keep the few amateurs he 
wanted. 

Both the German and the Hun- 


_garian version of the picture are 


shot here, with Rosie Barsony star- 
ring in both. The picture is almost 
finished, but no Hungarian actor to 
play opposite Rose Barsony has yet 
been selected. 





Ear! McCarthy Zita Johann Wilson Mizner 

William Desmond David Manners Robert Lord 

——. a | Arthur Byron C—Barney McGill 

eon uva WARNER Cast: 

William Thorne J es © 

Tom London ‘Grand Slam’ Ses Ita” 

Edwin Cobb (2d week) Claire Dodd 
‘Nagana’ D—William Dieterle Allen Jenkins 
(9th week) A—B. Russell Herts ee eee 


D—Ernst L. Fank 
A—Dale Van Every 


Erwin Gelsey 
David Boehm 
C—Sid Hickox 


Gavin Gordon 
John Sheehan 


- Don Ryan Cast: tobt. McWade 
Sast: Fe » - ‘ . , 
Tala Birell oe eee Blondie Johnson 
Melvyn Dougias Frank McHugh (4th week) 
Onslow Stevens Glenda Farrell D—Ray Enright 
‘The Mummy’ Helen Vinson rH mh Baldwin | 
OW i . ail C—Tony Gavdio 
(8th week Ferdinand Gottschalk , ny a : 
: . ) Reginald Barlow Cast: 
D—Carl Freund ‘ 4 Joan Blondell 
A—Richard Schayer The Inside Chester Morris 
Nina Wilcox Putnam (4th week) Claire Dodd 


D—Mervyn Le 
Alborn 


John Balderston 
Cast: Al 





Boris Karloff 


“Roy Harold 


Huber 
Alle Jenkir 


A—Houston Branch To a Mori 


U. S. Tourists Scatter 
$44,000,000 in Mexico, 
Most in Border Spots 


Mexico City, Nov. 10. 


Figures compiled by the Ministry 
of Industry, Commerce and Labor 
show that during 1931, 33,660 per- 
sons came here with tourist pass- 
ports from the U. 8S. 

These visitors, Ministry figures, 
spent around $44,000,000 during the 
twelve months, expenditure which is 


divided principally as follows: 
Hotel, sight seeing, etc., $6,732,000 
at the rate of $20 a day for each 
tourist for average visits of ten 
days each, while the remainder of 
the money Ministry calculates, was 
spent by great numbers of Ameri- 
cans who paid short visits to border 
cities. These latter tourists, it 
seems, were better spenders than 
those who came here and to other 


| interior towns. 





Dubbing Plums to Spur 
Italian Native Mades 


Rome, Nov. 2. 

The Italian government intends 
shortly to pass a law making it 
mandatory that foreign films shown 
here must be dubbed in Italy, 
bringing Italy into line with France. 

The American film industry has 
already foreseen the inevitableness 
of the move and taken measures ac- 
cordingly. 

Two representatives of M-G-M 
people have arrived in Nome to dis- 
cuss a suitable dubbing studio, while 
Paramount has sent one of its Join- 
ville men here to talk over the situa- 
tion. The Phono-Roma establish- 
ment has already done some suc- 
céssful dubbing for Fox, Paramount 
and M-G-M. 

The local film interests have 
seized on this occasion to make lire 
while the spotlights glow. They are 
urging government to insist that not 
gnly must all dubbing of foreign 
films be done in Italy, but they are 
asking for a regu’ation that accord- 
ing to the number of home-made 
films turned out here per company, 
so should the dubbing of foreign 
films be apportioned. In other 
words, the film-producing company 
here turning out the largest num- 
ber of Italian films shculd have the 
lion’s share of the fcreign dubbing. 
This would work ou’ all right for 
the Cines Pittaluga Co., of which 
Signor Toeplitz, n of the director 
of the Banca Commerciale Italiana 
is president. 





Scoop for Par News 


Stockholm, Nov. 2. 

Paramount beat the local film 
concerns with news reels of the 
marriage of the Swedish prince in 
Southern Germany. 

They sent their films by air to 
Berlin where they were developed 
and then by air to Stockholm, hav- 
ing the completed product here 36 
hours ahead of the special Swedish 
expeditions. 

To make the air connections Par- 
amount had several heavy fines to 
pay in Germany and Sweden for 
flying against local rules. 


Lehar Own Film Maker? 


Vienna, Nov. 2. 

Franz Lehar resisted the picture 
lure for a long time. ‘Es war einmal 
ein Walzer,’ the first screen play to 
which he composed the original 
music pleased him so much that 
he has been completely won over. 

Report now is that Lehar will 
produce his next picture independ- 
ently, and perhaps others in suc- 
cession. 

The star is to be Martha Eggerth, 
who is also in ‘Es war einmal.’ This 
implies delay, for Martha has other 
engagements. 


‘Alive’ Berlin Smash 


Berlin, Nov. 14. 
‘Bring ’"Em Back Alive’ (Radio) 
opened with a splash at the Ufa- 
Palast am Zoo. 
Newspaper reception was en- 
thusiastic and a nice run is figured 
on. 











FIRST DUTCH ‘ARTY’ 
The Hague, Nov. 5. 
Rotterdam has at last got its 
arty cinema, the first of its kind 
in Holland. The former Gaiety Cab- 
aret adjoining Tuschinsky theatre 





at Rotterdam, has been rebuilt and 
redecorated and now holds an audi- 
ence of 400, 

It is to be used mainly for Rus- 
sian films, but fos opening ‘Le Mil- 
lion, old French film by Rene Clair, 
was shown. 
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IT’S TIMED TO TODAY’S 
POPULAR DEMAND! 


This one packs a wallop-—A grand love stery— 
Tense, swift action—-and a he-man star that will 
bring bigger returns to every box-office in the 
land! Play t-it’s the kind of a picture they’H 


gladly pay te see! 

















LILLIAN MILES — WALTER CONNOLLY 
GAVIN GORDON 


Story by Keene Thompson — Screen Play by Jo Swerling 


Directed by Irving Cummings 


Y 


YOU NEED EM 























oe 





a 


Tuesday, November 15, 1932 





VARIETY 19 














FEEL SM REVEEWS 


————— 




















_— = = 
Talking Shorts ae desgen 

‘Troub!e In Paradise’ (Par). 

: Good b.o. title, but otherwise 

*‘GAUNT MAGIC CARPET SERIES hit ’n’ miss. Better for the class 


Drama; 30 Mins. 
Central, N. Y. : 
Talking Picture Epics 

Victor Hugo is strongly suggested 
in the flavor of this theme, which 
is a lone wolf among short sub- 
jects. It is excellent material, but 
only for certain houses. The total 
absence of love interest knocks it 
out of the range of general fan ap- 


al. 

PeRalph Lewis’ interpretation of 
Gaunt, the bank teller who after 
years of loyalty succumbs to temp- 
tation, is a truly fine performance. 
For that matter Lewis is the whole 
picture. He holds his audience by 
sheer force of his lonely, bewildered, 
haunted personality. 

After serving time in _ prison, 
Gaunt emerges to claim the stolen 
money from a country lawyer with 
whom he had made the deposit. 
Loss of memory of the name which 
he assumed drives him to suicide. 
Just before the final fade-out the 
audience gets a wierd reaction 
when the drowning man, gazing 
upward, perceives a billboard on 
the dock containing the name which 
he had assumed 10 years before. 

Waly. 





*HOLLYWOOD BEACH COLONY’ 

10 Mins. 

Central, N. Y. ; 
Talking Picture Epics - ; 

Theatres booking ‘Screen Snap- 
shots’ and similar serial shorts 
about Hollywood life will find just 
reiteration in ‘The Hollywood 
Beach Colony.’ “This subject uses 
standard contact methods and 
screen folk go through all of the 
familiar gestures. 

It has an audience interest, never- 
the less, as do all. subjects concern- 
ing Hollywood. For that very rea- 
son it should find enough bookings 
to make money since the produc- 
tion cost was obviously slight. 

Waly. 


SMASH YOUR BAGGAGE 
Colored Talent 
10 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vitaphone No. 1387 

Small’s Paradise (Harlem nite 
club) colored entertainers are in 
‘Smash Your Baggage,’ one of those 
hectic song-and-dance melanges 
ringing in a flock of colored talent. 

The ‘Baggage’ title is derived 
from the r. r. porters’ rehearsing a 
social shindig, with the hoofers, line 
of sirls, et al. doing their stuff. 

Roy Mack directed. <A. Dorian 
Otvos authored. No panic. Abel. 


‘Berlin Medley’ 
8 Mins. 
Embassy, N. Y. 
Fox Movietone 


Berlin and Manhattan medlies 
come in the same contact and 
photographic _ class. ‘Manhattan 


Medley’ was one of the finest and 
most expressive of the entire Car- 
pet series and much the same may 
be said for the completeness with 
which Germany’s capital is covered 
by camera in eight short minutes. 
A little bit of everything about 
German life, even to closeup com- 
edy shot on one street corner, is 
worked into this bit of carpet. 
Beer, of course, starts at the 
brewery and trickles everywhere. 
Night club scenes dominate the 
evening gaiety slant. Waly. 


‘SEEING STARS’ 
Krazy Kat Cartoon 
8 Mins. 
Roxy 
Educational 

Capital comedy idea, very well 
carried out. Krazy this time is a 
cabaret entertainer who is _ inter- 
rupted in his performance by a 
large number of people, easily 
recognizable as picture stars, in 
ringside seats. 

Marx Brothers break in leading 
to wild complication such as Harpo 
pursuing girls and Groucho achiev- 
ing his feats of madness. Ben Tur- 
pin consuming spaghetti and Hardy 
feeding Laurel baked beans with a 
machine gun were other typical bits 
of delirium. Even Jimmy Durante, 
heak and all, got into the whirl with 
typical clowning and some lifelike 
sound effects. 

Point of it is that the personal- 
ity figures do things that faintly 
enlarge on their own line of be- 
havior, the point being in carica- 
ture exaggerations, an effect that is 
cleverly managed. This audience 
responded to the idea with real 
gusto, natural effect of their fa- 
miliarity with the people cartooned. 

Rush. 


‘BOULDER DAM’ 
Scenic; 7 Mins. 
Central, N. Y. 
Talking Picture Epics 

Newsreels are frequently alluding 
to Boulder Dam. This, however, is 
the first subject containing the com- 
plete story. 

For that reason, as well as the 
fact that the producers made efforts 
to get unusual camera angles, short 


‘should be suitable for all theatres 


requiring program filler. Waly. 





Trouble in Paradise 


Paramount production and release of 
Ernst Lwubitsch’s production, featuring 
Miriam Hopkins, Kay Francis, Herbert 
Marshall, Charlie Ruggles and Edward 
Everett Horton. - Directed by Ernst Lu- 
bitsch. Adapted by Grover Jones; ecreen 
play, Samson Raphaelson. From the play, 
“lhe Honest Finder,’ by Laszlo Aladar. 
Camera, Victor Milner; gowns, Travis Ban- 


ton. Running time, 81. mins. At the 
Rivoli, N. Y¥., commencing Nov. 8. 
LaAly..cccceteces CC rcccecceres Miriam Hopkins 
Marianne.......- ebherceccssetes Kay Francis 
Gaston..... PYeTITIT TTT Herbert Marshall 
The Major. .ccccccssssesess Charlie Ruggles 
Francois. ......+++++ Edward Everett Horton 
CIPO s pS snc v.0se Cbs cccees Cc. Aubrey Smith 
Jacques (the Butler).........- Robert Greig 
Swell title, poor picture. Will 


have b. o. trouble. -Despite the Lu- 
bitsch artistry, much of which is 
technically apparent, it’s not good 
cinema in toto. Story fault pri- 
marily is based on the same false 
premise of frothy make-believe 
which accounted for the more or 
less indifferent reaction to. Cheva- 
lier’s last: picture. The mugg fans 
are sticklers for realism and the 
Continental abadabba, with which 
‘Trouble’ is flavored, doesn’t quite 
click. 

For one thing, it’s predicated on a 
totally meretricious premise. Her- 
bert Marshall is the gentleman 
crook. Miriam Hopkins is a light- 
fingered lady. Kay Francis is a 
wealthy young widow who owns the 
largest parfumerie in Paris. She's 
decidedly on the make for Marshall, 
and his appointment as her ‘secre- 





tary’ inspires beaucoup gossip. 

Rest becomes a proposition of | 
cheating cheaters as the well-man- 
nered rogue exposes C. Aubrey 





Smith, the parfumerie’s general 
manager, at the same time climax- | 
ing into a triangle among the two}! 
attractive femmes and Marshall, 
who fades out in a clinch with Hop- | 
kins. | 

The dialog is bright and the Lu- | 
bitsch montage is per usually tres | 
artistique, but somehow the whole} 
thing misses. 

The sophisticated dialog is 100% | 
for trailer builder-uppering, but, as | 
unreeled in entirety, it lacks. On} 
the other hand, there’s some good | 
trouping by all concerned, plus the) 
intriguing Continental atmosphere | 
of the Grand Hotel on the Grand | 
Canal, Venice, plus 
social deportment in smart Parisian ! 


society, will reflect something at 
the gate. 

Herbert Marshall has yet to click 
as emphatically as he has in London 
and Broadway legit. Par’s efforts to 
impress him cinematically have still 
to show top results. Marshall is too 
‘serious’ a player for an assignment 
to a Chevalierish sort of role, al- 
though he manages fairly well. His 
earnest demeanor calls for a certain 
style. Miss Hopkins and Miss 
Francis deport themselves intelli- 
gently, as do Ruggles and Horton 
in another of those hopeless-swain 
assignments. 


‘Trouble’ will have trouble in the 
lesser houses; its best chances will 
be in the smarter keys. Abel. 


I AM A FUGITIVE 


Warner production and release, featuring 
Paul Suni. irom novel by Robert E. 
Burns, directed by Mervyn LeRoy. Screen 
play, Sheridan Gibney and Brown Holmes; 
art director, Jack Okey; camera, Sol Polito; 
technical advisor, S. H. Sullivan. Running 
time, 85 minutes. Commencing Nov. 11 at 
the Strand, N. Y. - 












Samed AMON. vscdcewsaewetbessaes Paul Muni 
Marie... .cccscceccoccsseesecs Glenda Farrell 
iC) Fr Arey ris eo to fe Helen Vinson 
POUGE bon on v 60:64 ce bded ose bard Preston Foster 
Second Warden...... Edward J. McNamara 
Allen’s secretary..............sheila Terry 
Barney... 0 wocvsoccegcsesceses Allen Jenkins 
The Warden.......- eccccceces David Landau 
BAICO. scot vocbesteracdescceveeseeee BaD 
Red. .ccsccccovecssosessovoecensce James Bell 
Nordine... ccsceccccvesevesseccces John Wray 
Rev. Allen... -.-Hale Hamilton 
BEMRLEOT. cc cncee ..- Robert Warwick 
AMAA... cccccccvevesseeseters Noei Francis 
Mrs. Allen... cccccoccsccveeeecs Louise Carter 
UNNOT coh évicb anc aceokes Seoore Robt. McWade 
Sebastian’ T. Yale..........Everett Brown 
UMM. nc cdeeeescebenesone William LeMaire 
LRAWYEP. ccccvccecccdseanetess Edward Arnold 





‘I Am a Fugitive From a Chain 
Gang’ is a picture with guts. It took 
lots of guts to make it, too, con- 
sidering the apparent minimization 
of certain essential ingredients. The 
most necessary 
femme trade—the romance angle 
and a happy ending—are almost to- 
tally lacking here. Yet despite their 
lack, ‘Fugitive’ merits and will prob- 
ably achieve box office recognition. 
It's a good picture. No dispute as 
to that. It grips with its stark 
realism and packs lots of punch. 

That it's a man’s picture essen- 
tially is apparent from the title. 
The women will shudder at its grue- 
some realism but 
bored. 


Robert E. Burns 


elements for the} 





houses thar the subsequents 
where it'll have trouble. 

‘| Am a Fugitive’ (WB). A 
virile picture with a vigorous 
star in Paul Muni. Shy on 
romantic angles, but should 
get nice money all over. 

‘Sherlock Holmes’ (Fox). 
Old fashioned artificial stage 
play with modern trimmings 
that only muddle it. Clive 
Brook in a dull performance 
and generally an uninspiring 
picture. 

‘Evenings for Sale’ (Par). 
Fair sophisticated entertain- 
ment with box-office chances 
slight. 

‘Payment Deferred’ (Metro). 
An exceptionally fine produc- 
tion of a last season’s stage 
play in which Charles Laugh- 
ton does remarkable work. In, 
spite of its excellence, the pic- 
ture probably will prove in- 
different box office. 

‘Amazon Head Hunters’. 
(Principal). Novel in many 
aspects and one of the best in 
its class. Certain to go over 
if properly marketed and 
wisely exploited. 











Burns (whoever he may be) is still 
a ‘fugitive.’ 

For fear of any censorial or other 
captiousness by civic fathers, the 
Warners actually have leaned back- 
ward in the celluloid version of the 
biog as it’s so pitched, under the 
superb histrionic artistry of Muni, 
the title player, and LeRoy’s direc- 
tion, that a little slugging of the 
turnkeys would be almost justified. 


Muni breaks away from the chain 
gang twice. In between he achieves 
success in his preferred field of 
engineering until a romantic angle 
(about the most salient femme slant 
in the cinematurgy) prompts him 
voluntarily to surrender as_ the 
wanted fugitive, on the promise and 
belief he will be pardoned in 90 
days. The prison board stalls that, 
despite influential appeals, leading 
into the second break away from 
the chain gang. 

The finale is stark in its realism. 
The ill-kempt and haunted fugitive 
emerges from the shadows to fleet- 
ingly greet his sweetheart, only to 
be started away by a night noise, 
with the parting statement that this 
‘must be the end as he will be a man 
hunted and haunted forever by the 
fear of re-capture. Fade-out. 


This comes as such an unexpected 
finale'that it leaves the women limp. 
Here they have been witnessing the 
rehabilitation of a fugitive and, with 
the apparent double-cross of a state 
(somewheres below the Mason- 
Dixon line), plus the newspaper agi- 
tation in favor of the escaped con- 
vict upon his first re-arrest, the ex- 
pectation is for a favorable denoue- 
ment, including a turning of the 
tables upon the vicious prison sys- 
tem which makes the chain-gang 
possible. When the sad fade-out 
eventuates, as the broken fugitive 
shuffles off into the night, it’s a 
shocker for the average fan. 


Everything about ‘Fugitive’ is 
technically 100% from the playing 
and direction down. Muni turns in 
a pip performance. Glenda Farrell 
and Helen Vinson, the only two 
femmes of any prominence, are oke 
in their parts. Hale Hamilton as 
an overly benign and _ saccharine 
Rev., the brother of the escaped 
convict, is an especial click in the 
characterization. The others are 
relatively minor but altogether ef- 
fective. 


‘Fugitive,’ regardless of its short- 
comings on the romantic angle, 
should get some big grosses, par- 
ticularly in the bigger keys. It’s a 
natural, also, for exploitation. 

Abel. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 


Fox production and release’ starring 
Clive Brook. Directed by William K. 
Howard. Screen play by Bertram Mil- 
hauser, based on the famous detective 
stories and also the play by William Gil- 
lette. Camera, George Barnes; sound, Al- 
bert Protzman; art director, John Hughes; 
aes't director, Philip Ford. Rita Kauf- 
man, costumes. At the Roxy, New York, 


Nov. 11. Running time, 68 mins. 

Sherlock ‘Holmes......cccsecse Clive Brook 
Alice Faulicner....-s:s0..--> Miriam Jordan 
Moriarty.....cccccccccece- ernest Torrence 













.. Reginald Owen 
...- Howard Leeds 
.--Alan 
..-Herbert Mundin 
.-Montague Shaw 


Dee “Wetee. ye ccsacce 
Little Pilly... oe 
Gore-King.... 
Pub Keeper... 
JUERSS.o cts coe 


Mowbray 


ChHOPIRIN. cio cccccce eoeee- Arnold Lucy 
Hans, the Hun...-.ccscceses-Lucien Prival 
Manuel LopeZ.....cere etcosossmeny: DW asey 
TOG BPGOEEEs o5ctcvcacssased Stanley Fields 
Ardetti’'s Henchman........+.-. Eddie Dillon 
ESS rere Robert Graves, Jr. 
Secretary to Erskine....... Brandon Hurst 
Sig Albert Hastings.......e0.. Claude King 








they'll not be! 


This off-told tale of book, stage 
and screen is going to call for a lot 


It’s a sympathetic, unbiased cine- | of selling, that can depend on very 


ultra-modern | matic transition of the now famous | 
autobiography. | examination there doesn’t seem toj| audiences. 


little word of mouth to help. On | 





be any special section of the fan 
mass to whom the film can be sold. | 
Women won't care for its pale, st 
tenuated romantic side; the inter- 
polated modern gangster angle will | 


mystify the muggs who go for un-/|° 


derworld and it’s a late day to off 
the Conan Doyle thing straight to 
educated clienteles. | 

Character doesn’t show Brook at 
his best, particularly in rather 
sheepish love scenes, and more par- 
ticularly still as Holmes disguised 
as an elderly woman, in which get- 
up he looks and acts almost as un- 
comfortable as Coolidge in cowboy 
chaps and hat. Not that any other 
actor could have done much better 
with the rehashed part. To Brook's 
credit at least goes the fact that 
he looks English, if that means 
anything as an asset. 


When it’s all added up all the 
picture has is a few extremely false 
and theatrical ‘situations’ and some 
first rate comedy involving an 
American gangster imported to 
London by the subtle Moriarty. 
This tough egg tries to shake down 
a cockney pub keeper and the en- 
suing dialog is rich in laughs. The 
part is played up to the hilt by 
Herbert Mundin, abetted by another 
melancholy-eyed Briton who ought 
to be working regularly in two- 
reelers, but isn’t even mentioned in 
the cast, more’s the pity. 


Here the whole comedy angle is 
lost because it’s misplaced in a de- 
tective story where such things 
only interrupt and impede the me- 
chanics of such things. The same 
is true of the romantic interest, 
which was injected here by Gillette 
for stage purposes and doesn't be- 
long at all. Instead of commanding 
interest in the master detective, it 
only generates impatience as some- 
thing dragged in that interferes 
with the swift progress of the in- 
trinsic tale. 


Picture is extremely uneven. It 





{Lauren and Agne 
| 1LA.R 





opens with enormous parade of the 
sentencing of the arch criminal 
Moriarty to death by an English 
court. Sequence is loaded doyn 
with camera angles and vast flour- 
ish of the sinister dignity of the 
proceedings, including the cere- 
monial court procedure in detail. Five 
minutes later Moriarty has escaped 
from prison and the story is about 
to begin, with so much footage 
wasted. The escape might have 
been made vigorous melodrama, but 
they just permitted you indirect 
glimpses of agitated prison guards 
and let it go at that. 


The one shrewdly handled punch 
Situation of the earlier passages 
was blurred in the telling. Moriarty 
has apparently lured a Scotland 
Yard chief to Helmes’ apartment, 
leading Holmes to think he is an 
assassin, idea being that Holmes 
will be hanged for murder. Plot 
carries through. Police chief drops 
as Holmes. fires; body is carried 
out and Holmes is arrested and 
goes in the van with the body to 
the station house. In the van the 
‘dead’ man sits up and it is re- 
vealed in a flash that Holmes and 
the victim were in cahoots all the 
time. Trouble is that the denoue- 
ment was too well masked through- 
out, and you have the feeling that 
the story teller has hoaxed you. 

Finish follows that of the play 
somewhat. Holmes goes into the 
thieves’ den (only now it is a bank 
robbery job) disguised under the 
hood of an electric torch wielder 
cutting into vaults and the finale 
is a gun battle between Holmes 
and Moriarty, ending as you knew 
it would all along. However, the 
finish is brisk melodrama, but it 
comes too late to save a muddled 
picture directed to the Saturday 
afternoon trade. 


Ernest Torrence is rather a 
benevolent menace and Roy D’Arcy 
is as jaunty as ever as his sinister 
aid from Madrid. The picture 
has excellent backgrounds, as what 
picture nowadays has not? Rush. 


EVENINGS FOR SALE 


Paramount production and release. Die- 
reeted by Stuart Walker. Adapted by S. K. 
Brand Leahy from an 
Harry Fishbeck, pho- 
’ New York, week 

61 minutes. 
Count von Degenthal.....Herbert Marshall 
ehecceaeeodve Sari Maritza 
er Chorlie Ruggles 
Jennie Kent , Boland 
Henrich Fischer. ....c-ces.:: George Barbier 
"to Volk... — ...Bert Roach 


Wylie story 


Bimfel... 


ee eer ee eeeee 


Fair entertainment but extremely 


doubtful on the draw. Fundamental 


story weakness shrinks the chances 
off the bat and the marquee strength 
is but slight. ‘Evenings for Sale’ 
will doubtless further Herbert Mar- 
shall's standing, but he cannot yet 
return the compliment at the box 
office nor offset this picture's fail- 
ings. 

For two players who are burdened 
as they are by plot limitations, Mar- 
shall and Mary Buland come throug 
in excellent fashion. Not so with 
the other principal player, Sari 
Maritza, who appears unable to sur- 
mount the scenario handicap. In 
this instance Miss Maritza is just a 
pretty ingenue. 

There isn’t much meat in the 
semi-comical sob story of an im- 
poverished Viennese nobleman who 
is gigoloing as an alternative to 
suicide. There are possibilities in 
the nobility-struck American widow 
role played by Miss Boland, but the 
real power is in the playing rather 
than the writing. By a sustained 
exhibition of expert trouping she 
makes off with the chief honors. 

When left to Miss Boland, the pic- 
ture is almost convincing, but there’s 
toe much that doesn’t have the 
benefit of her presence. It’s in these 
Boland-less sequences—and they 
are in the majority—that ‘Evenings’ 
takes it on the chin. 

Settings are handsome and the 
technical production end first rate 
all around. Bige. 


KAMERADSCHAFT 


(‘Comradeship’) 
: (GERMAN MADE) 


Nero production. Associated Cinema ree 
lease in the U. S. G. W. Pabst direction. 
Scenario, Ernest Vajda from a story by 
Karl Otten. Photography, P. A. Wagner. 
At the Europa, N. Y., on grind run begin- 





ning Nov. 8 Running time, 75 mins. 

WieCmettis ccd fF ohecessntccect an Ernst Busch 
His Wife. ....06-se0e+0...- Elisabeth Wendt 
MEMEO. <vscuas eeeees+.. Alexander Granach 
WHGerer. vecawcccss bode cess Fritz Kampers 
Kaplan......esseseeees-..-Gustav Puettjer 
JOAN. ewsececccceccrrsseees Daniel Mendaille 
Femilie ss 5k cues és cece Sdvdesegs George Chalia 
tp... Pee eee Andree Ducret 
Old French Miner............Alex Bernard 
His Grandson......... ooeosatas Pierre Louis 





Hard, unrelenting and grim, this 
picture carries a certain amount of 
power that cannot be overlooked. 
Whether it’s box office or not is an- 
other question, as is so often true 
of European importations. It will 
need exploitation, plenty of it, and 
given that ought to do well in arty 
or foreign houses. Beyond that 
much is not to be hoped for. 

Interesting treatment here of an 
unusual subject, and even if Pabst 
does get a bit over-mushy with it, 
it’s compelling. It's based on an 
actual mine disaster in France near 
the German border. About half the 
cast is French and the other half 
German, with both languages used 
about equally. Since most of the 
action is pretty clear, anyway, mix- 
ing the languages won’t worry any- 
one and ought to interest persons 
using either. 

Addition of English titles makes 
it somewhat of a hodge-podge in 
spots, but American exhibs are be- 
ginning to toy with the notion they 
know what their customers want 
better than the customers do. So, 
despite the fact that foreign film 
audiences resent superimposed 
titles, the distribs find themselves 
hard put to book their pictures 
without them. Here’s a picture that 

(Continued on page 23) 








The Woman’s Angle 








‘Evenings for Sale’ (Par). 


A fetching little item about a Count who 


turns gigolo, retaining meanwhile the dignified superiority of sexy-voiced 


Herbert Marshall. 


Costly production to snare the eye and an amusingly 


sympathetic account of latter day romance that will be particularly ac< 


ceptable to audience matrons. 





‘Red Dust’ (M-G-M). The battle 


foremost exponents on a rubber plantation in Cochin-China. 


of the sexes waged by Hollywood's 
Though 


callous treatment is not the sort to waken warm sympathy for its char- 
acters, interest is sustained by the conflicting amorous emotions por- 


trayed by box office personalities. 


‘Sherlock Holmes’ (Fox). 


Dignified by sincere and painstaking direc- 


tion, an old-fashioned detective mixes with modern racketeers for the 
glory of Scotland Yard and the extermination of dated Moriarity. Pom- 
pous love interest adds no savour to a methodical, vaguely entertaining 


museum piece. 





‘1 Am a Fugitive From a Chain Gang’ (WB). 


Paul Muni's virile elo« 


quence insures deep feminine concern over his escape from the black< 


hearted brutality of prison systems. 


Film grips attention all the way, 


but concludes on a note of piercing tragedy that classifies it as a gruel- 
ling experience, and not an entertainment. 





‘Trouble in Paradise’ (Par). 


Romantic personalities, luxurious backe 


grounds, gorgeous gowns, a racy theme treated with delightful impu- 


dence. 


All the ingredients that the ladies prefer in their films expended 


on characters whose mocking attitudes are too brittle to sway picture 
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Card Contest 

Small house is offering prizes for 
the best home-made Xmas cards 
produced by children under eight 
and between that and 16, two sets. 
Cards can be illustrated with cut- 
outs from pictures or any similar 
material and worked up with 
crayon, water color or oils. Chil- 
dren deposit the cards when they 
come to the theatre, with their 
names and addresses on the back, 
and the winners will be announced 
from the stage Xmas night, with a 
similar list posted in the lobby. 

Best cards will be on display in a 
toy store window for a week or two 
in advance, but will be sent to hos- 
pitals and institutions on Xmas eve. 

Some of the theatre contests have 
hinged on novel presentation of so- 
lutions to other contests, and the 
manager figures that he'll draw 
some nifty results. Prize winners 
will be retained for lobby display 
for the holiday week. 


Hooked to a Drive 

Dick Wright, of the Strand, Akron, 
O., hopped to the ‘Beacon-Journal’s’ 
drive for old clothes for the needy, 
and by working fast won the honor 
of opening the drive with a free 
matinee, starting at 10 a. m., for all 
who brought a donation of clothing 
or a pair of shoes. The day turned 
out to be stormy and not as many as 
expected took advantage of the 
offer, but the committee got the 
clothing just the same, since it had 
been collected, and the theatre got 
the credit in the newspaper stories. 
Drive was sponsored by the news- 
paper and the United Veterans, but 
the house received equal credit. 

Wright has a classified ad stunt 
he and Frank King, of the Colonial, 
another Warner house, are working 
with the same paper. He does not 
give the details, but incloses ad 
clips, which show as much as 10 
inches given the ticket announce- 
ment, four-fifths of which is used 
to sell the show. 

Commercial ad also for a shoe 
store celebrating a third anniver- 
sary. Better than half of a five- 
column space is given to the an- 
mnouncement that all purchasers on 
the birthday are guests of the store 
at the Strand. Cost nothing but a 
discount on the tickets. 





Returns with Picture 
Los Angeles. 

Loew's State pulled a nifty in 
giving its patrons election returns. 
Instead of cutting into the film pro- 
gram with occasional broadcasts 
from the loud speaker, Bo» Smith, 
manager, reduced the size of the 
picture by using a six and a half 
inch lens and threw it onto a mag- 
mascopic screen. This provided 
space above and at each side of the 
picture for a continuous recording 
of the election results as they were 
received. 


Ready for Rain 
Danbury, Conn. 

A dozen cheap black cotton um- 
brellas were lettered in white paint, 
‘I am ready for Rain at the Palace 
theatre.’ These were carried about 
the street by boys, who slowly re- 
volved them so the lettering might 
be read. 

Good on stormy days, but more 
of a knockout when the skies were 
blue. Raincoats may be adapted to 
the same stunt. 








Reprint ‘Prosperity’ Ad 
Los Angeles. 

A 65-inch display ad headed ‘Poli- 
tics Must Adjourn,’ used by the May 
Co., Los Angeles department store, 
the day following election, is being 
reprinted by Fox-West Coast in 
their weekly house organ. Execs 
feel that the sentiments expressed 
in the store copy are equally applic- 
able to theatres and other forms of 
amusement. Ad stresses the out- 
look for better times, and says in 
part: ‘Now let us get down to busi- 
ness, and speed the return of pros- 
perity.’ 

Los Angeles advertising execs 
generally were unanimous that the 
May company’s copy was the most 
optimistic printed locally in some 
time. 





Samples of Dust 

Small quantities red powder were 
used in Los Angeles for ‘Red Dust,’ 
enclosed in mailing pieces. Where 
the mail cost is prohibitive, cash 
envelopes can be printed up with 
appropriate copy and passed out in 
any convenient manner. 

It’s old stuff, but somehow it 
seems never to lose its pull, though 
it has been used off and on for the 
past 15 years or so, the original hav- 
ing been ostensibly sands from the 
Sahara on some desert picture and 
endowed with mysterious properties 
for bringing good luck. 

Care should be taken to use some 
inert powder. Red lead is the han- 
diest to obtain, but it should not be 
sand 


given distribution. Either 
should be dyed or a few brickbats 
reduced to a powder and sifted to 


remove the coarse grit. 





Special School Plug 


Announcement that the N. Y. 
public schools will add foreign 
pictures to its modern lan- 
guage courses should not only 
help the theatres where such 
are played, but it might be 
possible for houses in towns 
which will not sustain the reg- 
ular bookings of French and 
German films to give special 
showings for the classes. 

After the pictures have made 
their rather limited rounds, 
it should be possible to pick 
them up at a very small rental 
for the single performance, 
since it will all be velvet to the 
exchanges handling such ma- 
terial. 

At the same time it is a 
good plug for the educational 
advantages of the other types 
of travel films and even the 
newsreels. The principal or 
the Dept. of Education can be 
sold the idea that what’s good 
enough for New York is good 
enough for the local pupils. 











Used Magicians 
Utica. 

Magic was the sales agent for 
‘Chandu’ at the Stanley theatre and 
the Utica Mystery Makers turned 
press agent to help Bert Leighton 
put the picture over. 

Organization is composed of local 
amateurs, many of whom are ex- 
ceedingly clever at magical tricks. 

The big stunt was staging a blind- 
folded drive with a police escort 
and right of way over traffic. The 
driver was blindfolded by a police 
official and took the bannered car 
through the downtown section with- 
out mishap; a stunt which was the 
star trick of the late Irving Bishop. 
Three cars were promoted from the 
Studebaker people and lavishly 
bannered. 

In the lobby there was a miniature 
stage on which some member of the 
society aired his best tricks twice 
daily, and a crystal globe arranged 
so that on peering into the ball the 
face of ‘Chandu’ appeared. It was 
a variant of the ghost trick, but it 
had them gasping. There was also 
a street perambulator dressed as 
Lowe, who could make smoke come 
from the finger tips, and a display 
of magical apparatus in a vacant 
store in the theatre building. 





All Stations 


Theatre using a phonograph rec- 
ord plug on a picture set up a re- 
ceiving set in the lobby with the 
dial disconnected from the tubes, 
which were not supplied with cur- 
rent, all of the power going to the 
loudspeaker which was set inside. 

A sign on the face of the instru- 
ment stated ‘No matter what sta- 
tion you get, they all sing the praises 
of’ the picture advertised with a 
‘try it and see.’ 

Plenty of people took the chal- 
lenge and vainly sought to bring in 
some other station. No matter how 
they tuned they got the same chat- 
ter and a lot of them were not smart 
enough to figure it out, so it all 
seemed interesting and mysterious, 
not to mention crowd-gathering. 

Just a bit of gagging that’s good 
only one time, but effective that 
once, 





Roosevelt in 1936 


Rochester. 

John Fenyvessy is the original 
‘Roosevelt for 1936’ man. He started 
election day as soon as it was ap- 
parent that Roosevelt would swing 
in. He made the slogan the heading 
for a large sign in front of his Fam- 
ily theatre with: 














‘Will Franklin D. Roosevelt be 
re-elected in 1936? Probably yes, 
says history. All ex-Governor- 
Presidents were. In the last 50 


years every U. S. President re- 
elected to that office was a former 
governor of his home state—Cleve- 
land, McKinley, Teddy Roosevelt, 
Wilson and Coolidge. No others 
were given a second term and none 
had served as governor, the list 
comprising Garfield, Arthur, Harri- 
son, Taft, Harding, and Hoover.’ 

Too late for immediate use, but 
tack it up for March 4. 





Feted the Teams 
Minneapolis. 
RKO Orpheum had a different 
high school football team for guests 


leach night of the showing of ‘All 


American.’ 

On. Thursday the U. of Michigan 
eleven was the star feature and 
that made it the big night when 
business is not ordinarily good. 

Marvin €. Parke effected a deal 
with a leading chain and depart- 
ment stores which gave him 65,000 


! 


Play for Shoppers 


As soon as Thanksgiving is passed | 
| the stores start their Christmas | 
; Sales campaigns. That takes the | 
|; women into the downtown section 


/and huris the matinee trade of the | 
| neighborhood theatres. 


They'll go} 
shopping whether or not they have | 
the money, and there is no use try- | 
ing to stop them. 

The next best thing is to try and 
get what business you can out of 
the trips, and one of the surest ways | 
is to urge them to shop in the morn- | 


acup of tea and see a show before 
going home. Tea and light cakes 
can be promoted, and if the appeal 
is driven home it should catch the 
women on their way back. 

The best appeal is through a neat 
invitation, preferably personally ad- 
dressed to the prospect, but it can 
run from there all the way down the 
line to a mere handbill. As a rule, 
however, the most sightly appeal 
will command the largest response. 
It may pay to go to a little trouble 
to get up an attractive bid. 





Twins Contests 


Warner theatre in Hammond, Ind., 
has been doing nicely with a Most 
Popular Twins contest whtch made 
a generally good business and gave 
one extra big night when there were 
67 pairs of twins on the stage out 
of 75 sets entered. 

House started by interesting the 
newspaper, then contacted the hos- 
pitals for the names of the parents 
of all twin babies born in the hos- 
pitals for the past 15 years. The 
telephone book gave many of the 
present addresses and enabled the 
paper to start off the contest with a 
respectable showing of ten pairs of 
twins. Before these photos were 
used up other entries had begun to 
come in and the paper was able to 
keep interest alive with new por- 
traits every day. It’s a good plan 
to get a supply in advance to start 
the second day story off with a 
jump. No age limit to the contest 
with the entrants running from six 
months to 60 years. 

In Hammond the theatre promoted 
bus vacation trips, but with the 
newspaper backing it is simple to 
get prizes of sufficient value. 


Apples Were Ads 


Birmingham. 

Apple heralds were the new ap- 
proach of Rolling K. Stonebrook, of 
the Alabama. He bought 1,000 and 
tagged each stem ‘This started all 
the trouble in Paradise. But it was 
a blonde Eve and a brunette Eve 
that gave a modern Adam, with all 
of the Old Nick in him, Trouble in 
Paradise in Ernst Lubitsch’s gay 
farce with Miriam Hopkins, Kay 
Francis and Herbert Marshall. At 
the Alabama.’ 

These were given distribution 
through office buildings and stores, 
with many placed in store windows 
where they could carry the message 
to all who looked in. 

Might be a good idea to adopt 
similar copy to cards and persuade 
fruit dealers and grocers to make a 
display. 


Mickey Fox 

Fox-West Coast theatres are us- 
ing a fox as a house symbol, em- 
ploying it in all advertising. It’s a 
capital idea, but in the sample to 
hand the fox looks too much like 
Mickey Mouse to carry over the 
idea properly. It’s a fox, if you look 
closely, but, done in the cartoon 
style, you're entitled to two guesses. 

Nothing helps a theatre more than 
an easily identified trade mark, for 
it will often advertise the house 
when the advertisement itself is not 
read, and may sell the reader into 








looking at the space. 


ing, getting through in time to have | 





Tram Service 


Holly wood. 
What is believed to be the 
only tram service between a 


theatre box office and the main 
entrance is in operation in the 


forecourt of the Egyptian, one- 
time Hollywood acer, and now 
a Fox West Coast subsequent 
run house, where it is proving 
an exploitation stunt fac out of 


the ordinary. Management 
went to Ocean Park beach and 
promoted a side-seater electri- 
cally operated tram used on the 
boardwalk 

Car carries 18,and transports 
them the 125 feet from the b. o. 
to the main door. Service is of 
particular interest to the aged. 











Ex-Cons After Jobs 
Hartford. 

Good publicity for the Strand the- 
atre came with three ex-convicts 
and one fugitive applying to Man- 
ager J. F. McCarthy for positions 
previous to the showing of ‘I Am a 
Fugitive. While some made per- 
sonal applications for positions, at- 
tempting to capitalize on their rec- 
ords, one man wrote in stating, a 
am not a fugitive from a chain 
gang, but I do know the routine and 
treatment they get, as I was re- 
leased from a Georgia prison on Oct. 
12, 1932. If I could fill a position in 
any capacity I shall be glad to be 
of assistance. Have plenty of ref- 
erences.’ Local newspapers co- 
operated with the theatre because 
of the human interest value and be- 
cause the material was bona fide, as 
actual investigation showed news- 





paper reporters and desk men. 

Not one man in the group cared 
whether or not his name was used 
in any capacity. 


Checking Angle 
Package checking for Xmas shop- 
has been standard for many 
years, but there seems to be one 
wrinkle overlooked. A _ neighbor- 


hood house is preparing to receive 
store deliveries or packages turned 
in by patrons. These are locked up 
overnight and the parents are to 
come around during school hours 
and sneak them into the house while 
the kiddies are absorbing learning. 

If the package is heavy, the man- 
ager plans to send an usher over 
with it. No charge for the service 
and not necessary to pay admission 
to reclaim the packages. Just good 
will. 


pers 


Uses Nabe Papers 
In plenty of spots the downtown 


houses are taking it plenty from 


the neighborhoods. Latter get the 
film only a few weeks after the big 
spots and, in addition to the smaller 
admission, time and carfare saved. 
It’s an argument. 

Ernie Austgen, of Loew’s Akron 
theatre, figured it out that the way 
to get after these people was 
through their home papers in addi- 
tion to the general dailies. In Akron 
there are three local editions, the 
North, South and East Akron 
‘News.’ Advertising rates are com- 
paratively low, with a discount for 
all three, and Austgen figured that 
he could afford to take a large 
space in an effort to pull them down 
town. It gives him a combined cir- 
culation of 60,000. 

It is too early to say just how 
profitable it is, but Austgen reports 
that it is showing promise and be- 
lieyes he has found a partial solu- 





tion to the problem. 








BEHIND te KEYS 








Albany, N. Y. 
theatre at Lake George, 
has 


Lake 
owned by Mrs. Carpenter, 
closed. 





Dows, Ia. 
Harry Huddlestone has leased the 
Amuze theatre. 





Flushing, L. L 
Charles J. Ferguson, for many 
years at the Loew’s Lincoln, is the 
new manager at the Loew’s Pros- 
pect. He succeeds Ward V. John- 
son, who has left the unit. 





Albany, N. Y. 
Sid Abramson, formerly’ with 





RKO, has taken over the Grand at 
Watervliet, 
Salt Lake City. 


Harry Marpole, former Publix 


| 











booker for Utah-Idaho div, who has } tre at Norwich last Thurs 
Paramount, branch managers from Albany 


been managing the 


Provo, the past six months, now at | other communities in 


Harry Hardy, resigned. Paul Hen- 
dry, asst. at the Salt Lake Par, 
takes Marpole’s place in Provo, 





Kahn at Columbus 
Columbus. 

Harold Kahn of the Fox Colorado 
at Pasadena, Cal. is to succeed 
Tom Davis as manager of the RKO 
Palace theatre here, Nov. 19. Davis, 
who resigned Nov. 11, is holding on 
until his successor appears on the 
scene. 





Newark, N. J. 
Edgar Wallach has been trans- 
ferred from managing the Terminal | 


to managing the Audubon, New |} 
York. No new manager has as-} 
sumed duties. Charles Michelson, | 
assistant, is in charge. | 

| 


Albany, N. Y. 
Bill Smalley opened his new thea- 
day. Many 
and 
this vicinity 


heralds and no bill from the printer. the Paramount here. He replaces attended the opening. 





alty,’ an 
and the 


Gambling on Annual Dinner 


Manager with a big kid club is 
planning an annual dinner to be 
held during the Xmas holidays. If 
it's a click he pians to repeat each 
/ year. Tickets will be a dollar. but 
|} that barely covers the food and a 
small gift to each diner. He plans 
to add a big comedy show, with 
some paid talent, a magician who 
ean also do Punch and Judy, couple 
of clown acrobats and, if possible, 
dog act. Merchants will be asked 
to kick in with contributions, and 


after the dinner there will be vames 
and perhaps some dancing, with the 
kids called on to contribute further 
entertainment. 

He is a little dubious about it, 
but he thinks it is worth a trial. on 
the principle that he'll sive the 
youngsters such a whale of a time 
they'll be strong for the theatre. 
Menu will be simple but ample, with 
plenty of ice cream and cake for a 
houble helping. 

Plans to mark down those chile 
dren whose parents are really un- 
able to afford the tax, and slip tnem 
tickets anyhow. It's either roing to 


be a big success or a terrific flop, 
but he’s going through with it. One 
angle is to sell tickets to parents 
for Xmas gifts. 
Trolley Trailer 
Most theatres used a bannered 


car when they go in for trolley ad- 
vertising in a big way, but one 
house has managed to cut costs and 
achieve much the same effect. 

Manager has a light framework 
attached to a light truck used 
around the barn to move material. 
It is much the same as the old-fash- 
ioned hand car, and without motive 
power. 

Theatre has built the frame- 
work which can be set on this car, 
carrying a six sheet or using a 
painted face. This is hitched to one 
of the regular route cars and sent 
around the city, requiring no spe- 
cial motorman or attendant. 

Might not work as well on the 
interurban routes, where the speed 
might derail the light trailer, but 
it’s great for around the town, and 
the theatre figures that’s enough. 


Plugging Still Sales 
Hollywood. 

Commercial photog here who han« 
dles most of the Fanchon & Marco 
biz has an idea to push the sale of 
i1x14 stills of the F&M units. He 
makes up a quantity of frames of a 
hammered bronze effect, with thea- 
tre name in cutout letters on top. 
These are sold to the theatre, which 
also buys sufficient stills for each 
unit to take care of the frames. 

Small service charge is made by 
the photog for imprinting the face 
of the stills with the name of the 
attraction and dates. Number of 
Fox West Coast jouses using the 
units have already become steady 
customers. 


Dental Giveaway 

Detroit. 
- Topper of the ‘give-away’ stunts 
is a local advertising dentist giving 
a set of plates with every plate, 
cups and saucers with every filling, 
and coffee pots with every inlay. 
The dishes are gilt edged with the 
crowns solid. 


Stern Brothers on Coast, 
Figure on a Comeback 


Holly wood, Noy. 14. 

After an absence of four years 
from this region with most of their 
time spent abroad, Julius and Abe 
Stern, pioneer comedy producers, 
are here together. 

Brothers figure they may re-enter 
the short field again. They are look- 
ing about for studio location with 
possibility they may obtain space 
on the lot of their brother-in-law, 
Carl Laemmle. Universal handled 
their product in the past but no re- 
lease as yet has been determined 
upon. 


a ’ . 
Rock’s ‘Jungle’ Film 
Hollywood, Novy. 14, 
Joe Rock has purchased Felippa 
Granville’s novel, ‘Ghost of the 














Jungle,’ which he will produce in 
the Philippines and Indo-China next 
spring. 

Cast will be 50-50 natives and 


Hollywood people. 


U Buys, Retitles Yarn 
Hollywood, Noy. 14 
purchased ‘This Loys 
original, Wednesday (9) 
day changed the 
River Racketeer.’ 

Authored by John B. Clymer aad 
James Ewens. 


Universal 
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Motion Picture Herald 


The incidental combat between the rat- 
tler and Lobo is one of the most sensa- 
tional things shown on the screen, fully 
on @ par with the mongoose battle and 
the tiger-python struggle of recent 
memory for thrills and suspense. It’s & 
feature of the picture that can be widely 
pallyhooed, and alone, properly exploited, 


jt should sell plenty of tickets. 
Not only is “Trailing The Killer’ great 
children’s entertainment, but there is 
lenty of ar a of nature in the raw to 
Its. It’s wide 
e showman- 
nimal pic- 


jntrigue t i sts 

open for ¢ i 
ship. You’ 

tures that wl 

est. Heres some with ¢ 
with animals occupying roles syno! 
with those assigned men é 

with the dog Lobo taking 

almost unbelievable intelligence, ‘ 
wild beasts &€ 4th the fury of < 
mals fighting ‘ eir lives. You 
drama, romance, _ thrills and spec- 
tacle, plus a that should mean 


certain box office 


1ymous 
n and 
with 


Tuesday, November 15, 1932 








mal picture in 
Frank Buck’s 


Tf you ask us, there 


soul interest in the 1 
of jungle and moun 
director, Herman C. 
our way of thinking, bes 
his audience reaction an 


their interest anda will 
and permit their hearts to g0 ou 
animals that are in dang 
Taking it all in all, 
finished animal picture 


made in Holly wood. 
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r breath and great screen fare for the friends of 
t to the the dog, and for those who glory Im the 
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it is the most 
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KAMERADSCHAFT 


(Continued from page 19) 


needs not even dialog, but the titles 
are forced in, anyway. 

Pabst, perhaps one of the world’s 
greatest directors, had no cinch 
with this theme. His idea was to 
tell not only the tragedy of mine 
life and make it real, but to build a 
moral around it. He's done that. 
The German miners cross the bor- 
der and go down the shafts of the 
French to rescue their ancient ene- 
mies. It’s comradeship, brotherly 
love. It’s breaking down of inter- 
national boundaries and walls of 
war-built hatred. It’s pretty effec- 
tive. It's almost uncomfortably 
realistic. 

No actors mean anything here. 
It’s all a recounting of the facts. 
The mine scenes are beautifully 
done, with perhaps even more com- 
pelling realism than in Pabst’s war 
picture, ‘West Front 1918.’ Tum- 
bling shafts, smoke, flames, water. 
It’s all there, and strong. But the 
pace being so slow and methodical, 
the absence of femme interest and 
the lack of plot development out- 
side the mine disaster, will go 
against it from a box office stand- 
point. 

On the other hand, building -it 
from both French and German 
standpoints, plus the idealistic and 
anti-war groups, ought to help it in 
the small and restricted locales. 

When released in Germany the 
film ran 87 minutes. It’s been cut 
down about 10 minutes for the U. S., 
which is wise. From a production 
and photography standpoint it’s one 
of the best ever, and must have cost 
a neat penny. Kauf. 


PAYMENT DEFERRED 


Metro production and release, featuring 
Charles Laughton. Done from the stage 
play by Jeffrey F. Dell. Screen play by 
Er vest Vadja and Claudine West. Directed 
by Lothar Mendez. Merritt G. Gerstad, 
camera. Frank Sullivan, editor. At Loew's 


New York theatre one day, Nov. 8 Run- 
ning time 80 mins. 

William Marble.......... Charles Laughton 
Gordon Holmes..... hae tae ses Neil Hamilton 
Winnie Marble.........Maureen O'Sullivan 
Annie Marble.........++.- Dorothy Peterson 
Mme. Collins..............Verree Teasdale 
James eee een hoehere ant ..Ray Milland 
BamMMond. ..cccccceccceses .Billy Bevan 
B TROOCE. 6c cscvcceseccseccee William Stack 


From the angles of careful, intel- 
ligent production, keen direction, 
eympathetic dramatic development 
and acting of unusually even qual- 
ity with a standout performance by 
Charles Laughton, this screen yer- 
sion of a stage play from last sea- 
son is an achievement—a notable 
achievement. That it gets the one 
and two day spottings around the 
third and fourth run houses in New 
York is to be regretted, but that is 
the best the picture has been ac- 
corded, and it is not making good in 


these spots; indeed, the picture has 
no business in such locations. It is 
far too fine to make appeal to such 


clienteles. As a business proposi- 
tion it is all red ink. 
Just why this gloomy theme 


should have been translated to cel- 
luloid is not clear. The theme is 
depressing, there is no relief from 
the dank, dismal menace of the 
plot. There is no love interest 
developed (though this is mentioned 
in the press books), and there is no 
comedy relief. With the star not 
known beyond the limits of his New 
York run and with no other names 
to put into the lights, it cannot be 
sold to advantage save through 
word-of-mouth advertising, and 
that is of no avail in the one day 
spots. For that matter, at the New 
York_theatre, with the screen not 
100 yards from the stage where the 
play was shown last season, there 
Was a smaller attendance on the 
Election Day holiday than _ that 
which usually greets the usual 
double bills shown on the average 
Tuesdays. 

It is true that the main idea has 
strength; the man who is held to 
the scene of his crime through fear 
that removal may result in expos- 
ure, since the body has been buried 
in the garden. There is strength to 
the finish, in which he is hanged for 
a supposed murder which really is 
a suicide, paying indirect penalty 
for his actual crime. There is 
strength but little entertainment. 

Charles Laughton, who was the 
sole reason for the brief New York 
run, has the greater advantage here, 
in that his closeups and near shots 
give him a better chance to register 
emotion. His depiction of a low- 
grade middle-class Englishman is 
an achievement. The film story 
also helps him in the fluidity of its 
movement. Dorothy Peterson is 
capital in the earlier passages, but 
overplays slightly for the closing 
scene and is helped not at all by her 
make-up at that point. Maureen 
O'Sullivan does pleasantly until the 
close, and then she comes through 
with a final scene with her doomed 
father than forms her screen high- 
water mark. It really grips. 


The staging is admirable, and 
both photography and sound are 
good, though the sound was off at 


the New York because the fader 
Was too strong through most of the 
entire program. 

‘Payment Deferred’ is an artistic 
triumph pickled in red ink, Chic. 





Amazon Head Hunters 


Film record of the Marquis De Wavrin’s 
expedition up the Amazon. Presented by 
Sol Lesser and released through Principal 
At the Central, N. Y., beginning 
Runnine time, about 50 mins. 


Pictures, 
Nov. 12. 





‘The Amazon Head Hunters’ 
should make a lot of money in the 
U. S. Everything depends upon how 
it is marketed, with particular em- 
phasis on exploitation. Once the 
customers are inside, the picture 
will more than sell itself and sub- 
stantiate the strongest advertising 
play. 

Unlike the average feature shot 
independently and at random by an 
expedition, the Marquis:de Wavrin 
had an eye for the unusual, and the 
film editors were smart enough not 
to dwell on familiar situations. As 
the result, the running time, while 
fully a half hour under that of regu- 
lars in this class, moves swiftly into 
the meat of the title and purpose of 
the travel. 

Some delicate situations are so 
well handled that while they can 
get by the censors they lose none of 
their punch. In particular is the se- 
quence having to do with native 
women in one tribe who are the 
nearest to nude of any ever shown 
on the public screen. The rear views 
are strictly nudistic, save for some 
war paint. 

The picture bristles with action. 
At no time, with the possible ex- 
ception of a crowd playing with a 
bull, is a sequence overlong. The 
criticism, if any, is that many of the 
situations are too closely clipped 
and that the move is made before 
audience interest has reached even 
its peak. 

The head hunter territory is gen- 
uine and weird. It is given a story 
touch by the fact that the explorer 
is in search of a friend. When the 
camera suddenly switches from the 
lost’s friend still portrait to a 
shrunken head resembling it, the 
audience is startled. 

The gruesome aspects of the hunt 
are managed in such a way as to 
afford a climax without terrorizing 
the spectators. 

Technically the picture is excel- 
lent. There are a few sequences 
which have been overexposed, but 
this point is so minor in general 
comparison that it cannot harm the 
box office certainties of de Wavrin’s 
work. Waly. 


TEXAS BUDDIES 


Trem Car production and World Wide re- 
lease starring Bob Steele. Story and direc- 
tion by R. N. Bradbury. Cast: Nancy 
Drexel, Francis McDonald. Harry Semeles, 
Geo. Hayes, Dick Dickenson, Slade Hurl- 
burt, Bill Dyer. At Loew's New York the- 
atre, one day, on a double bill. Running 
time, 57 minutes. 





Another effort to get away from 
the familiar horse. stuff, poorly 
timed for movement, but providing 
a couple of good thrills and some 
fast riding. 

Steele is a military aviator back 
home after his discharge. He takes 
to the saddle again, but shifts to 
the fuselage to outwit the villain 
who is !anding ships in the desert 
by drawing off the gas with the 
connivance of one of the ground 
men at the field. He’s after the 
payroll, but he muffs it twice. De- 
velopment of the story suggests that 
the author was none too certain in 
the new medium and was groping 
his way. Punch of the finish is 
shot by introduction of a comedy 
element which detracts from the 
speed. 

Steele is clean-cut, likeable and 
gets plenty of comedy help from 
George Hayes. The latter plays 
well, but he is too prevalent. He 
detracts from the story interest 
with his comedy, which is not, of 
course, his fault. Nancy Drexel is 
the girl. Chic. 


Fighting Gentleman 


Monarch production and Freuler release. 
Supervised by Burton King. Directed by 
Fred Newmeyer. Story by Edw. Sinclair 
and continuity and dialog by F. McGrew 
Willis. Edw. Kull, camera. Wm. Nolte, 
asst. dir. Fred Bain, editor. Theron 
Kellum, sound. At Loew's New York the- 
atre one day, Nov. 1, on a double bill. Run- 
ping time, 69 minutes. 





Jack Duncan........... William Collier, Jr. 
Jeanette Larkin............ Josephine Dunn 
Violet Reed....... -Natalie Moorhead 
Claude Morgan..... -+..Crauford Kent 
Mr. Hurley... .ccccscocceccsscess Lee Moran 
Dot Moran....«.. Coccceccceses Pat O’ Malley 
Referee.....-. ercccccccces- vames J. Jeffries 





Good names do not always mean 
a good picture on the independent 
list, but better than the usual re- 
sults accrue from the lineup in this 
release. The story is the old one of 
the pug and the temptress, but it 
has been briskly produced to get 
results. With average sound, ;;ood 
photography and settings which do 
not suggest the usual indie parsi- 
mony, the picture is strong enough 
to stand on its own feet in the B 
and C houses, and needs oniy short 
subjects bolstering on the south end 
of the A list. It’s an indie, but 
better than usual for its type. 

Action starts in a repair garage, 
with the hero in overalls and it ends 
fn the same location. Meanwhile 
he’s been up to the top of the ladder 
and has fallen off. The rise is in- 
teresting, but the scory becomes 
routine when it gets about two- 
thirds through. After that it’s just 
a case of watching the familiar 
scenes go by—the neglected wife, 








the tempting vamp and losing fight 
due to slack living. 

That's all stale, but up ahead is 
the brisk young mechanic’who takes 
the count at a carnival. He goes 





into training, develops some skill] for U. |S. Werner Krauss starred ie 
and knocks out the man who in the ther Stapenhorst; direction Gastav Ueci “ks 
first encounter floored him in the/scenario Robert Liebmann; camera Carl! , 
first 10 seconds. The pug and his| Hoffman. At the Little Carnegie, N. Y., 
manager sense his ability, develop | Peo tne DOeinnins Noe pees 
it, and push him to the top. Three/ Heinrich Martin....... .. Werner Krauss 
prize ring sequences, but not too | He eee PONSCRR. ...ccésenes Hertha Thiele | 
| Eva-Marie Sander.... zielene Thimig } 


much of that angle. The small town 
and carnival sequences are well 
done. 

William Collier, jr., is a likeable 
young ring aspirant when the dialog 
is not overdone, and he gets real 
help from Lee Moran and Pat 
O'Malley as his handlers. Josephine 
Dunn does not turn in a very good 
report, but Natalie Moorehead in a 
few scenes makes a good impression. 

hic. 


SLEEPLESS NIGHTS 


(BRITISH MADE) 


London, Nov. 1. 

British International production, released 
through Wardour Films. Directed by Wa!- 
ter Bentley. Written by Stanley Lupino. 
Scenario by Victor Kendall. Music by Noel 
Gay. .Dances by Ralph Reader. In cast: 
Stanley Lupino, Polly Walker, Percy Par- 
gons, Charlotte Parry and others.. Length, 
6,500 feet approx. Previewed Prince Ed- 
ward theatre, London. 





Here is an intriguing plot for a 
musical farce—intriguing being 
used to describe the probable reac- 
tions of a lay audience. 


A comedy knockabout singing and 
dancing newspaper reporter is sent 
to the Riviera to interview an Amer- 
ican millionaire. By accident the 
rich man’s daughter is locked out 
of her hotel room in her night 
clothes. The reporter, who has the 
adjoining suite, offers to let her pass 
through his rooms; they are inter- 
rupted, found in an apparently com- 
promising situation: by the news 
hound’s boss and, in a burst of 
chivalry, the young man introduces 
the girl as his bride. .Enter girl's 
parents, who believe she has 
eloped—they embrace their new 
‘son-in-law’ and farce situations are 
created by everybody trying to put 
the young couple into one sleeping 
apartment. 


Some good singing and dancing 
numbers for Stanley Lupino and 
Polly Walker, with Percy Parsons 
and Charlotte Parry ag the girl's 
doting parents. 

Lupino’s eccentric tumbling, sing- 
ing and dancing expertness in mu- 
sical comedy makes him a star here 
and is familiar to a proportion of 
the American public through his 
recent stage success there; Polly 
Walker comes to London with a 
Broadway reputation, while Percy 
Parsons and Charlotte Parry are 
standard international! troupers of 
American origin. 

Looks like principal supporting 
cast was designedly chosen with an 
eye to the American market. Color 
is given to this thought by the elab- 
orate settings and careful direction. 

The one weakness of this capably 
produced musical talker is the pre- 
ponderance of the star, who seems 
to dominate 959% of the scenes— 
rather a heavy weight to carry over 
the hurdles. Jolo. 








‘ 


Acht Maedles im Boot 


(‘Eight Girls in a Boat’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, Oct. 20. 


% Terra release. Di- 
Production 


Fanal Production 
rection Ehrich Wasehneck. 
management G. Pollatschik, After an 
idea by Helmuth Brandis. Adaptation 
by Franz Winterstein. Musical manage- 
ment and music, Arthur Rebner; Photog- 
raphy, Fr. Behn-Grund; Sound, Martin 
Mueller; Settings, Alfred Junge. 

on Tobis- Klangfilm. Cast: Th 
Karin Hardt, Helmuth Kionka, 
Goedecke, Ali Ghito, Martha Ziegler, Hed- 
wig Schlicter, Friedrich Ettel, F. W. 
Schroeder, Schromm, Katja Bennefeld, 
Hedi Heisig, Dora Thalmer, Sabine Peters, 
Gunni Dreyer, Dr. Mary Norden, Hedi 
Kirchner, Thea Dorree, Elfi Richsteiger, 
Helga Arndt, Ursula Schummat, Dolores 
de Padilla, Edna Gray. At U. T. Kur- 
fuerstendamm, Berlin. Running time 81 
minutes. 


‘Eight Girls in a Boat’ seems to 
have been inspired by the success 
of Maedchen in Uniform,’ German 
film current in New York (Cri- 
terion). The last named picture is 
much more original and of a high- 
er quality. Yet this film is to be 
welcomed as it deals, in the midst 
of a vogue of operetta and military 
pictures, with a problem. It’s the 
problem of an unmarried college 
girl about to become a mother. In 
spite of the touching friendship of 
her school friends and comrades 
she goes back to her father. 

Erich Waschneck’s direction is 
careful and clean cut. The script 
is sometimes a little too long, but 
cuts wouldn’t do. Karin Hardt, a 
newcomer, shows great talent and 
is the type of the sweet German 
girl. She ought to have a career, 
if well managed, at least in Ger- 
many. Helmuth Kionka, also a 
novice, is mild. Ali Ghito also does 
not show anything to make her- 
self stand out. The other girls im- 
press more by their youth than by 
talent. 

Friedel Behn-Grund contributes | 
impressive landscape shots and 
Arthur Rebner’s song ‘A Day With- 
out You Is a Day Without Happi- 
ness’ isapretty melody. Magnus. 





Mensch Ohne Namen 


(‘Man Without a Name’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Ufa production and Leo Brecher release 


oe. Mi ithias Wiemann 
.Julius Falkenstein | 
.....-Maria Bard 


Dr. Alfred Sander 
Julius Hanke oes 
Grete Schulze.... 

Picture comes into town on eo! 
crest of an extra heavy publicity 
campaign, which may help it dur- 
ing it's New York run. It’s not that 
good. 

It's a new version of the Enoch | 
Arden story, nicely handled and} 
beautifully acted. But it’s longish, | 

sluggish and just a bit pon- | 
derous. To make things worse the 
New York distributors make the 
mistake of featuring Hertha Thiele 
heavily in the advertising, which 
cannot help but react against them 
sooner or later at the box office. 

Fraulein Thiele is the star of 
‘Maedchen in Uniform’ where she 
does a lot of good camera work. In 
this picture she works only a few 
minutes, all of those minutes con- 
sisting of the only bad acting in the 
picture. Customers in arty houses 
of the Little Carnegie type are sup- 
posed to be intelligent; intelligent 
customers resent being kidded in 
the ads and billing. 

Werner Krauss handling the title 
role turns in one of his usual fine 
performances; that helps. As the 
man who comes back from the war 
10 years later with a mental lapse 
he’s unable to account for, Krauss 
is almost perfect. Heinrich Martin 
he calls himself and he claims to be 
the German automobile manufac- 
turer by that name. But the Ger- 
man automobile manufacturer by 
that name was reported dead by the 
war bureau, his wife has remarried 
and his best friend is now president 
of the autamobile works. The friend 
and the wife both claim not to 
recognize him and the court decides 
that he is not entitled to either the 
Martin name or the Martin fortune. 

It's nicely handled, with a mys- 
terious note throughout that helps. 
You don’t believe that Martin is a 
fraud, and yet there is no indication 
given at any point as to whether he 
is actually Martin or not. Would 
be better if the one slip, a short half 


dullish, 





Un Homme Sans Nom 


(A Man Without a Name’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Paris, Nov. 1. 
UFA-G. Stapenhorst production. Made in 
Beriin, with a French cast From the Gere 
man production starring Werner Krauss, 
French vlaptation by Albert Flament, 
starring Fermin Gemier Featuring France 
Ellys and Fernandel Recorded Tobis 
Kiangiilm Running time, % mins. Studie 
|} do I Etoile, Paris 
| Cast Fermin Gemier France Ellys, 
Yvonne Hebert, Ghislaine [Etru, Paul Amiot, 
Fernandel, Goupil, Wahler 
N. g., despite trumpeted publicity, 
}mostly on Gemier’s name. It’s the 


of the war veteran 
after everybody 
and finds family 
and-.his wife re- 


same old story 
who turns up years 
thought him dead, 
conditions altered 
married. 

To all intents and purposes, crig- 


j}inal story was written by Honore de 


Balzac shortly after the Napoleonic 
wars over 100 years ago, and since 
then it has been recooked with all 
sorts of sauces. In this particular 
case, it is particularly bad, due to 
faulty continuity and confusion of 
scme sequences. Sound fair. Di- 
rection ditto. Photo excellent. 
Gemier as the prisoner of war 
long thousht dead is rather too the- 
atrical and not -very convincing, 
partly due to inane dialog. Fernan- 


i del, the hero of ‘Rosier de Mme. Hus- 


son,’ plays excellently the careless 
lodging-house keeper. and Goupil 
the shyster lawyer. Paul Amiot as 
the husband is okay. On the femme 
side, France Ellys is so-so in a so- 
so part, and Ghislaine Bru as the 
daughter a fair ingenue. Best 
femme by far is Yvonne Hebert, 
who seems to have carefully studied 


every trick and device of Gaby 
Morlay. 
For sticks and nabes, Gemier’s 


name may be a draw, provided they 
scratch the bill before audiences 
spread the bad news. Mazi. 


minute sequence showing how he 
might *s.ve been wounded without 
having a sear to show for it, were 
cut from the film. 

Maria Bard, Krauss’ wife, is fine 
in the .part of an adtenturous 
stenographer, and Helene Thimig 
just a bit too tragic as Martin's 
one-time wife. Julius Falkenstein 
and Fritz Greenbaum in the comedy 
ralief roles are a bit better than 
usual, which is (especially in Falk- 
enstein’s case) pretty good. 

From a production standpoint, 
film is A-1. a Kawf. 








Lord Camber’s Ladies 


(BRITISH MADE) 

London, Oct. 28. 
British International production, . distrib- 
uted by Wardour Films. Adapted from 
H. A. Vachell’s play, “The Case of Lady 
Camber.’ Screen play by Edwin Green- 
wood, Gilbert Wakefield and Benn W. Levy. 
Directed by Benn W. Levy. In cast: Ger- 
ald duMaurier, Gertrude Lawrence, Benita 
Hume, Nigel Bruce, Bromley Davenport, 

Clare Greet. Length, 8,500 feet approx. 





Janet King owns a small florist’s 
shop which, but for the custom of a 
Lord Camber, barely earns her a 
living. She is madly in love with 
a Mr. Betterton, in reality Lord 
Camber, who is practically forced 
into marriage with an actress 
though in love with Janet. Janet, 
broken hearted, becomes a nurse. 
To the sanitarjum where she works 
comes Lady Camber. The patient 
accuses her husband and the nurse 
of having an affair, then collapses 
and dies. 

Lord Camber and the nurse ap- 
pear to have poisoned the wife, but 
the girl is exonerated, leaving the 
path clear for the romance of a doc- 
tor and Janet. 

Gerald duMaurier and Gertrude 
Lawrence are satisfying as the doc- 
tor and Lady Camber, but the more 
emphatic successes were registered 
by Benita Hume as Janet and Nigel 
Bruce as Lord Camber. 

DuMaurier is always duMaurier, 
and while his characterizations are 
theatric they are distinctive and 
mildhky effective. Benita Hume looks 
young, fresh and imparts romantic 
attraction devoid of sex sensation- 
alism. Nigel Bruce, in an altogether 
unsympathetic role, as Lord Cam- 
ber, despite lacking picture experi- 
ence, ran away with the film at the 
finish, in a pantomimic'§ scene 
wherein he helieves he has taken 
deadly poison, suffering all the 
agonies conjured up by his imagi- 
nation. 

Exceptionally strong cast for local 


draw, with practically four stars, 
not to mention excellent perform- 
ances by Bromley Davenport and 
Clare Greet. 

The play, cast, direction, produc- 
tion and photography are all suffi- 
ciently excellent to make a first- 
rate feature for any picture house 
anywhere. Jolo, 


EMBRASSEZ MOI 


(‘Kiss Me’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, Oct. 26. 

A G.FP.F.A. production and release. 
Directed by Leon Mathot. Supervised by 
Ermolieff. From the stage play by Tristan 
Bernard, Yves Mirande and Quineon. Mu- 
sic by Vincent Scotto and Rene Mercier. 
Starring Milton. Made in the G. F. F. A. 
studios in Nice. Running time, 90 mins. 
Recorded Radio Cinema, Gaumont Palace. 
Paris. Cast: Milton, Tania Fedor, Abel 
Tarride, Jeanne Helbling, Raymonde Bon- 
net, Odette Barencey, Maurice Escande, 
Sinoel, Georges Treville, Gaston Beauval 
Clement. 


- --- 


A wild shot that hit the mark. 
Milton, a box office name, is a broad 
comedian at local zenith. He has 
this time gone in for a slightly more 
subtle style. 

Gaumont had to make a last film 
with him at a salary of $24,000. and 


considered the necessity as prac- 
tically a loss to write off. So other 
expenses, except some sets, were 
compressed to the limit, with rest 
of the cast berng paid putterless- 
toast salaries. 

Film is a semi-operetta, and some 
of the music is exceedingly tune- 
ful. That it is amusing is evidenced 
by its success. Milton, who has 
been signed by Gaumont for two 
years, appears as a rich wine mer- 
chant, who despite his vulgarity, 
ruins a woman of noble descent, and 
finally marries her after an eccen- 

(Continued on page 52) 














Picture Possibilities 








‘Music 


‘MUSIC IN THE AIR’ (Operctta, 


If Hollywood has a trend towards musicals this one will 


filmed and sound-tracked, 





Possibility of the 


settled, was conceded by distributor rearont 


that the Cleveland lawyer, 
finding it difficult to keep all of 
is over protection 


represe 
his 


Fox's ‘State Fair’ will 


Ayers, all getting 


silling on 
Rogers and Lew 
title. 

Equal billing for Ayers was 
Universal, 


Horwitz-Hays ec 


in the Air’—Favorable 


Peggy Fears, Alvin). 


surely be 

Ibee. 
ase re-erupting, after believed long 
entatives. Reason advanced is 
nting 80 exhibitors in his city, is 
clients happy. Major trouble there 
be headed by Janet Gaynor, Will 
ine break in type above the 
stipulated when he was loaned by 
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THIS PAGE ISN'T BIG ENOUGH 











to hold half the praise for ‘‘Fugitive’’ packed in eight- 
point type! These few phrases picked at random 
represent column after column of roaring raves! 





“4 STARS! Most powerful, most touching, most spectacular 

_—_.. drama yet offered to talkie audiences. When you leave 

\ a” your Strand seat your knees go limp and -your blood runs J 
_— | cold through your veins. Muni is simply marvelous. For- —~ 
Yn give us for going superlative. Paul Muni does 100 per cent Pott 
; work in this four-star production. A 100 per cent knockout.’ 
—News 


ae “Gripping drama with Muni superb. Rich, raw and dripping 
drama, scarce equalled in the cinema.’”’—New York American 







“Not since ‘The Public Enemy’ has a talkie captured such a 
Cz dynamic, vital effect. One of the major achievements of this 
or any other talkie season. Don’t miss ‘I Am a Fugitive 

From a Chain.Gang!’”—Evening Sun 








‘“‘Most impressive stark realism ever screened. This amazing 

(© 3 = picture will exhaust you. You are captured and emotionally 
depleted. The most intense suspense. See it, by all means.” 

—Daily Mirror 













“Triumph. Enormously convincing.” —Herald-Tribune. “Mun 
gives all. Intensely stirring.” —Evening Journal. “Hits with 
tremendous power.”—Evening Post 












WAY OVER “LITTLE CAESAR’S RECORD FIGURES ON BROADWAY 
HUGE STRAND LOBBY PACKED WITH WAITING THOUSANDS! TICKET 
SALE STOPPED! DOORS OPEN 8:30 TO 3 A. M.! ALL RECORDS RUINED 
IN PHILLY, PITTSBURG AND SCORES OF OTHER OPENING SPOys 






PAUL MU 


: WARNER BROS.” 





ee 


Cast of 40 including Glenda — ~ 
Farrell, Helen Vinson, Preston 
Foster. Directed by Mervyn hh 


is HIT OF HITS! | 
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Maybe Youre Wet, but Youll Stay 
Dry, Longhairs Tell Hollywood 


Los Angeles, Nov. 14. 

While wringing wet 
was joyously celebrating the repeal 
of the Wright act, California en- 
forcement law, by an overwhelming 
majority at Tuesday's 
longhairs in the city and county 
government were slyly winking at 
one another, directing attention to 
two apparently overlooked local en- 
forcement measures, both of which, 
they contend, will keep Los Angeles 
county consistently arid for some 


little while. 

Not satisfied with the national 
prohibition law and the state en- 
forcement act, local city council 
back in 1921 adopted the Gandier 
ordinance, and at about the same 
time the county supervisors 
enacted a ‘little Volstead’ law which 
also has a meaning all its own as 
regards possession and sale of in- 
toxicants. Latter two had evident- 
ly been overlooked when movement 
was started to repeal the Wright 
act. Word has been set out by the 
city administration that the local 
laws will be strictly enforced until 
such time as they are repealed. 

As the Ganier ordinance was 
adopted following an initiative ref- 
erendum it can only be repealed by 
a similar action, Supervisors can 
repeal their enforcement measure 
at will, and probably will take early 
steps in this direction. 


Letup in Enforcement 


Outside of Los Angeles county it 
fie generally expected there will be 
an immediate cessation of prohibi- 
tion enforcement as far as state and 
local officials are concerned. Gov. 
James Rolph, Jr., has taken under 
consideration the granting of am- 
nesty to 300 inmates of California 
prisons convicted of Wright act vio- 
lations. 

State vote on the repeal issue 
was: For repeal, 774,382; against 
repeal, 320,609. Vote in Los Angeles 
eounty was around two to one for 
repeal. A companion amendment, 
to set up state liquor regulation, 
aleo carried by a two-to-one vote 
all over the state, only two counties 
—Riverside and Orange—both hot- 
beds of conservatism—voting dry. 


L. A. Electe Six Wets 


Los Angeles county, long a rock- 
ribbed Republican standby, is send- 
ing six Democratic Congressmen to 
Washington and only two Repub- 
licans. Democrats are all listed as 
wet, Republicans are dry. Latter 
includes Sheriff William I. Traeger. 
Wm. McAdoo was elected U. S. Sen- 
ator. 


State amendment to permit race 
track gambling (option betting) 
was defeated after it was at first 
announced as carried. Straggling 
votes from the hinterlands sent the 
measure down to defeat. 


CLUBROOMS ADDED 
TO WB EATERY AT HO. 


Club rooms for Warner employes 
have been added to the restaurant 
at the home office, and in a week 
or two the balance of available 
6pace on the same floor will be 
converted into a billiard and pool 
room. This will give over the en- 
tire fifth floor to such purposes. 


Club rooms are spacious and so 
far include many card tables, cards, 
chess, checkerboards, etc.; several 
ping pong tables, library, lots of 
easy chairs and a piano, as well as 
candy machines. Latter are operated 
to provide funds with which to buy 
ecards, etc. 

Plan is to hold a meeting once 
a week at the club rooms and card 
parties iwice weekly in the evenings. 

In addition to lunch in the 
restaurant portion, seating 700 ina 
pinch, provisions have now been 
made for breakfast as well as dinner 
at 6p.m. Breakfast is up to 9 a.m. 


Holly wood 


election, 











The executives’ room, oblong in 
shape, has one large table for the 
distribution department and another 
at the extreme end of the room for 


the theatre men, with legal de- 
Partment between the two just in 
case 

Layout at the Warner h.o. for its 
workers is unique in the amusement 


industrs No other company in the 


East has mmy 


thing like it. 








Fairbanks Off Big Game | 


For Christmas at Home| 
Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

Abandoning plans to make a pic- 

ture or shoot big game on his cur- 


rent far eastern trip, Douglas 
Fairbanks is now in Singapore, 
where he will remain for several 


weeks before returning here to 
spend the Yuletide with Mary 
Pickford. 





Production plans of Miss Pick- 
ford prevent her from joining Fair- 
banks in India. Miss Pickford is | 
still uncertain as to the starting | 
date of ‘Secrets.’ 


Long on Gift, Short 
On Food at 5-Buck 
Farewell to Cohen 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 


Louis Cohen climbed aboard the 
Chief tonight New York bound with 
a new pig skin travelling bag. Was 
the second time he had received a 
gift in leaving Fox West Coast, 
from his former associates and 
friends. They all kicked in $5 a 
copy for the privilege of breaking 
bread with Cohen at the Rancho 
Golf club, but it seems as though 
the greater part of the bread money 
was used for the present. 

No one minded. They came to 
see Louis do one of his fadeouts 
from Hollywood for the big city 
where there are always trade bomb- 
shells, which result in Cohen drop- 
ping a couple of theatres in some 
one’s lap, or absorbing a few for 
his bosses. 

Everybody told Louis that he was 
going out into a hard hearted world 
and that it should not worry him, 
for any time he liked he could come 
back to F-WC and there would be a 
desk awaiting him. Charlie Skouras 
went the boys one further by telling 
Cohen that if he found no other desk 
available he could have his and 
hoped that some day Louis would 
take advantage of the offer. 

All of the former heads of West 
Coast and F-WC from the Gore 
Bros., and Lesser down to the 
Skouras boys were present with the 
exception of Harold B. Franklin, his 
new boss now at RKO. 

Sid Grauman was the toastmaster, 
while Bud Lollier and Irving Ep- 
stein were in charge of the arrange- 
mente. 


200 ST. L. FANS GO T0 
CHI FOR ED LOWRY 


Chicago, Noy. 14. 


Over 200 St. Louis fans of Ed 
Lowry booked a round trip on the 
Chicago & Alton railroad to attend 
the inaugural Ed Lowry show at 
the loca! Oriental this week. Rail- 
road made an excursion rate of 
$8.90 a head. 

While the whole proposition was 
worked out by the Balaban & 
Katz exploitation department, the 
response was considered a tribute 
to Lowry’s standing in St. Louis, 
where he has been a favorite for 
several years. 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

‘Walking Down Broadway,’ the 
Erich Von Stroheim film at Fox is 
back for retakes with Al Werker 
handling the new scenes. 

When completed by Von Stroheim 
the picture was in 21 reels, but un- 
der his supervision on cutting it was 
brought to 12. Werker’s scenes are 
expected to make it easier to bring 
down to about 9,000 feet. 

















O’Connor Joins Futter 
Hollywood, Nov. 14. 





William O'Connor, former assist- | 
ant director, who's two-reel novelty 
‘The Road to Glory’ will be re- 
leased by Radio, has been engaged 
as production assistant to Walter | 
Futter 

Futter arranged for the O'Connor 
p ; enistmae { 


iis reported 


. CALLED OFF IN PHILLY 


PICTG@R 
METZLER MAY STAY | 





Par’s Comptroller Requeeted to 


Reconsider Resignation 





Fred R. Metzler may remain with 
Paramount from which he lately 
indicated he would resign. Metzle) 
having been asked to 
reconsider his intended move but 
as yet has not made up his mind 

Should the resignation eventu- 
ally become final, it wouldn't be- 
come effective for at least a month 

Metzler is comptroller and as- | 
sistant treasurer of Paramount 
Publix. He has been with the com- 
pany 12 years. 


‘FUGITIVE’ AS DYNAMITE: 
IN GEORGIA, IS BELIEF 


‘IT Am A Fugitive’ between Thurs- 
day (10) and Friday (11) opened 
day-and-date in a total of 207 spots 
from Coast to Coast. 

Bookings includes aH of the 
chains, Warners, Publix, RKO, Loew 
and Skouras. 

In addition to Georgia, Ailanta, | 
where ‘Fugitive’ opened Friday (11), 
it has been sold for only one other 
spot, Augusta. Kincey & Wilby 
have bought it for the Imperial in 
Augusta to open Dec. 7. Nothing 
else has been done in Georgia and 
probably won't be until after audi- 
ence reaction is obtained. 

Radio had difficulties at first with 
‘Hell’s Highway,’ which also dealt 
with the chain gang system but that 
film is held up within the trade as 
a slap on the wrist compared to 
the sock against Georgia taken by 
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Will It Be Sheehan or Warner? 


| where Dr. 
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Coast Specs on Roosevelt Aide 


— _ 


Lauste Hurt But Will 
Testify in Court Suit 


Eugene A. Lauste, one of the pi- 
oneers in sound pictures and gen- 


|} erally accredited as the first to de- 


velop sound on film, is back in his 
home, 12 Howard street, Bloomfield, 
N. J., to recuperate from the re- 
sults of an auto accident in which 
he and his wife were badly hurt. 
Oct. 17 Lauste, who is well ad- 
|} vanced in years, with Mrs. Lauste, 
left on a motor trip to Hollywood, 
Donald McKenzie, of 
Erpi, was to have been his host. 
At Fredericksburg, Va. his car 
skidded and the pair were taken to 
the Mary Washington hospital suf- 


fering from cuts and shock. Mrs. 
Lauste’s cuts required several 
stitches. 

After a stay in the hospital Harry 
Le Roy, Lauste’s stepson, drove 
down and brought them home 


where both are rapidly recovering. 
It is not expected that Lauste’s 
hurts will incapacitate him from 
giving testimony in the Fox-Tri 
Ergon suit which is due to come 
up in January. It is reported that 
he will figure importantly in thie 
case, 


‘Kans. Highest Court 
Tells State What te 








‘Fugitive.’ 
K. & W. are said to have wanted 


‘Fugitive’ in spite of opinion in Pub- | 


lix that ‘Fugitive’ represented dyna- 
mite in the state of Georgia. 


Jack Curtis Backed With 
Letters From Producers 


Yesterday, Monday, Jack Curtis) 
started on his auto drive to Holly- 
wood, accompanied by his former | 
stage partner, Gus Adams. Curtis) 
is the New York agent and is in- 
vading the coast for the first time. | 
He may remain owt there six) 
months on this intiai trip. 

Curtis leaves with lIetiers from 
several prominent Broadway stage 
producers, authorizing him to rep- 
resent them in Hollywood for any 
talent they may want, or he may 
recommend to them. Among the 
producers giving Curtis letters are 
Sam H. Harris, Johan Golden, Max 
Gordon, Irving Berlin and George | 
White. 


Harry Brand Has Flu 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Harry Brand ig at his home with 
a severe case of flu that threatens 
to develop pneumonia, 
Has been away from hés office for 
10 days. 














Do Over Sun. Show 


Kansas City, Nov. 14. 

| State of Kansas cannot stop Sun- 
| day picture shows by injunction de- 
clared the Supreme court of the 
state. 

The decision, however, does not 
settle the problem of Sunday shows. 
It merely takes a weapon away 
from the champions of the blue 
laws, but does not invalidate the 
law. 

Court held that the statute pro- 
hibiting all work except work of 
necessity is valid and can be en- 
forced; and that the prosecution of 
the offenders is the legal remedy 
which the state should use, and not 
attempt to close the shows by the 
injunction method. 

Cases in which the decisions were 
made were from Wichita and Iola, 
Kans, 


F&M Unit Jerked Along 
With Pic in San Diego 

Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
in Paradise,’ at Fox, 
San Diego, was pulled yesterday 
(13) after five days, with ‘Tahiti,’ 
Fanchon & Marco unit, also gotme 
out. 

‘Prosperity’ opening Nov. 14 with 
‘Gus Edwards’ Schooldays’ unk for 
a nine-day run. 








‘Trouble 








Non-Showman Mismanagement 





Brings Wellenbrink, Theatre Operator, to 
Direction of Fox, Brooklyn—Other Shifts 





5% TICKET TAX MAY BE 





Philadelphia, Nov. 14. 
The 5% theatre admission tax, 


Henry Wellenbrink, former New 
Jersey theatre chain operator who 
sold out to Warner Bros., is in on 
the operation of the Fox, Brooklyn, 
control of which is vested in the 
Reliance Realty Co., subsidiary of 
S. W. Strauss. He is said to have 


| made a deal by which he’s cut in 


now before city council will prob-| .), any profit. 


ably be abandoned as the result of | 


the sudden employees’ income tax 
passed last week. 

It is believed that the revenue, 
from this measure which will take. 
half of 1% from every employee's. 
salary in Philadelphia will be suf- | 
ficient to drop the several ‘nuisance | 
taxes, now under consideration. 
New measure is expected to bring in 
$5,000,000. 


‘Checkers’ Dec. 5 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

‘Checkers,’ several times slated | 

for production, will get started at! 
Story is ready but 
James Dunn and 
slated for the top | 
be available until 





Fox Dec. 5. 
Tracy, 
Joan Bennett, 
spots, will not 


‘ 
spencer 


hat date 
Adaptation of the stage play is b 


\] R cin ind P ie Wolfson. j 


| couple 


Wellenbrink hag the title of man- 


| aging director and is at the Brook- 


lvn Fox house after a period of 
mis-management by non-showmen. 
With his staff he is attempting to 
bring the house back to its former 


' value as a show spot in downtown 


Brooklyn. This includes sub-units 
in addition to F&M Ideas on the 
stage, plus a lot of filler on shows. 

3ud Gray, formerly with Publix, 
is in charge of advertising and 
publicity. Hanff-Metzger agency, 
New York, which for years had the 
Paramount account 
ads. 

30b Hamilton, organist, 
replaced after this week. 

Since Wellenbrink came in a 
weeks ago many repairs 
made to the 


had beer allowed to run dow! 


have been theatre 
whicl 


n management ind ona mn 


is handling the | 
| 
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Hollywood Nov. 14 
Coast end of the picture industry 
crying oV\ the election of 
Gov. Roosevelt to the presidency 
and the democratic senate and 
congressional landslide, despite the 
friendship that existed in Washing- 


is hot 


ton for the industries two out- 
standing political contacts, Louis 
Bb. Mayer and Will Hays, among 
the Republican big wigs. 
Optimistic feeling is that the 


countrywide vote, and especially in 
California, for liberalism, will re- 
act favorably to the industry and 
that whatever good resulted from 
that palship that existed between 
Mayer and President Hoover will 
be duplicated, with another similar 
liasion expected to be brought 
about. 

Hollywood is currently sitting on 
the sidelines waiting to see wheth- 
er it will be Winnie Sheehan, Jack 
‘Warner or H. M. Warner who will 
be the ‘Col. House’ of the picture 
business in the new administration. 

The Warners so far have made 
the most noise in this direction. 
Jack Warner was chairman of the 
local motion picture division of the 
Democratic campaign. Warners 
also contributed $50,000, early, to 
the Roosevelt campaign fund 


Winnie Sheehan's Prospects 


On the inside, it is believed that 
Winnie Sheehan will be the chosen 
Moses for the picture: interests if 
he cares to step into the now-re- 
tired Mayer shoes. Figuring here 
is that Sheehan, a personal friend 
of Roosevelt, is not new to politics, 
and that he is still strong with the 
leaders in the Democratic party 
back in New York state, who, it is 
felt, are going to count heavily in 
Washington affairs in the next set- 
up Sheehan also accompanied 
Roosevelt here from Santa Bar- 
bara when the Jatter was on the 
Coast in September, while Jack 
Warner only met the candidate at 
the depot. 

Here it is also felt that the in- 
dustry will have a friend in the 
Senate in William Gibbs McAdoo 
of Los Angeles and the first Califor- 
nia senator to be elected from the 
Southern half of the state. McAdoo 
was accorded considerable help 
from individual members of the pic- 
ture colony in his three-cornered 


contest, 
Other Friends of Industry 
Part that William Randolph 


Hearst played in the Democratic 
victory is also considered impor- 
tant, in view of the publisher’s pic- 
ture interests. 

Two friends of the industry were 
also elected to Congress from here 
in John F. Dockweiler, Democrat, 
and William I, Traeger, Republican, 
sheriff of Los Angeles county, and, 
who, has always been particularly 
friendly towards picture exees and 
interests. 

Picture people were strongly 
| Democratic in the election, al- 
|though undercover propaganda in 
the campaign was an endeavor to 
point out the importance to the in- 
dustry of the Mayer-Hoover friend- 
ship. Result, however, was an over- 
whelming Democratic vote from 
| Hollywood, with Los Angeles 
county going Democratic for the 
| first time since the Wilson-Hughes 
election in 1916. 


DELAY IN ROXY NAME 
DECISION—NEW MASTER 


On the cross-complaints of RKO 
and the Roxy Theatres Corp., over 
the use of the Roxy name, Federal 
|Judge Francis J. Caffey has ap- 
pointed Addison Pratt, downtown 
attorney, as special master to de- 
cide on the issues. 

That means another two weeks 
j}and some more expense before the 
|name thing is adjudicated. 
| Joseph Lorenz was first ap- 
| pointed as master in the matter, 
but on evidence that he was some- 











| 
| 








| how associated with the attorneys 
|for the receiver, that disqualified 
| him 


| 


LION WRESTLER IN SHORT 
Hollywood, Nov. 14. 


Animal short with Melvin Koontz 
doing his lion wrestling act has just 
been completed by Mack Sennett. 

Marjorie Beebe and Arthur Stone 

: } titled 


leads in tne comedy, 


fim Back Sober,’ 
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TROUBLE IN 
PARADISE 


with MIRIAMHOPKINS xayFRANCIS 
HERBERT MARSHALL 


Charlie Ruggles - Edward Everett Horton 
A Paramount Picture 
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Stock Market 





(Continued from page 7) 
and that of September last, which 
even now is not understood. 

Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
had many of the earmarks of the 
beginning of the September run up, 
which proved largely a campaign 
based on an oversold market posi- 
tion and had an outcome not so 
fortunate for those who followed it 
too far.‘ : 

Clearing away of the election un- 
certainties may have had something 
to do with a renewal of buying, but 
many traders remained aloof, feel- 
ing that instead of ending uncer- 
tainties, the election merely sub- 
stituted for the uncertainty of what 
the new administration would be, 
the uncertainty of what the next 
Congress would do. It is still more 
than a fortnight before Congress 
convenes for the short session, and 
it is ‘much too soon to forecast its 
Achievements, éven if thé tail’ end 
of this 72d Congress will have any 
achievements at all. Argument that 

romises for prompt legislation on 

er revenue was the inspiration for 
last week’s cheering doesn’t look 
very convincing. There are plenty 
of doubts of the immediate outcome 
and it. was noticed that the vigor- 
ous campaign in ‘beer stocks’ that 
started the ball rolling, died out 
when the rest of the list got into 
action, as though early bull opera- 
tions jn these issues were being un- 
done, 

Amusements Participate 

The amusement stocks got into 
the movement in a moderate way, 
but there was a hint Saturday that 
the momentum was beginning to 
wear out. If the lagging of film 
stocks in that session turns out to 
be merely a temporary slowing 
down, it is nevertheless significant 
that the amusement sponsors showed 
a disposition to lighten their load 
over the week-end, a signal perhaps 
that they were not so very sure of 
their position. 

One element in the situation sur- 
rounding the amusements was the 
fact that the Warner annual income 
statement was overhanging the mar- 
ket Saturday, coming out after the 
close and showing figures calculated 
to cool the enthusiasm of the most 
ardent partisan of theatre stocks, 
This is one of the bad statements 
for which the whole group has been 
waiting, knowing well that it would 
make quite a hurdle to get over. 

Statement in its gist revealed a 
net loss for the fiscgl year ending 
Aug. 27 of $14,095,000 after all 
charges, interest, amortization and 
depreciation, but not allowing for 
$2,870,500 ‘profit’ arising from retire- 
ment of debentures and subsidiaries 
indebtedness. A year’s loss of that 
magnitude proved quite a bite for 
the ticker fraternity to swallow. 
Net loss for the preceding year was 
$7,918,000, or not much more than 
half the ’31-’32 deficit. Examina- 
tion of the balance sheet brought no 
special comfort. Current assets of 
$14,904,263 included cash, $2,928,645, 
and inventories at the year-end of 
$9,442,645. Current liabilities were 
$12,906,591. These figures compare 
with current assets at the end of 
the previous year of $25,781,209, and 
current liabilities, $13,945,406. 

Statement was accompanied by a 
note from Harry Warner listing 
mortgages and funded debt matur- 
ing during the current year and 
sinking fund requirements and in- 
stallment payments totaling about 
$10,500,000. Out of these, the presi- 
dent said, no difficulty was antici- 
pated in renewing the $4,488,000 first 
mortgages as they came due, which 
made one hopeful spot in an other- 
wise gloomy picture. Statement, of 
course, reflected a situation as of 








nearly three months ago, and pre 
sumably is discounted in the ain. 
tions, but the reality coming before 
the trading @pmmunity in black and 
white was cyiliing enough. 


Fall “Trade Outlook 


By much reiteration the market 
has come to be familiar with the 
situation that Loew's is the only 
big organization that has been op- 
erating at a profit. Paramount still 
has to report for its calendar year 
and tHird quarter, annual statement 
being due some time in February, 
while the RKO statement for the 
summer is yet to be revealed. The 
Loew statement for the year to Aug. 
31 is due any day now, but already 
‘estimates’ have given a fair fore- 
cast of what it will contain; that is 
to say, net at about $4.50 a share. 
Hope then for a winter campaign 
in the picture issues hangs pretty 
completely upen what the compa- 
nies can show for the autumn quar- 
ter.. .Opinion on this point is that 
this period will show an improve- 
ment, but its extent is subject to 
debate, as is also the margin or 
profit. . 


The latter angle supplies a con- 
siderable element of cheer. It is 
common knowledge in the trade that 
drastic economies have been put in 
effect, so that a moderate increase 
in gross revenue would have an 
effect upon net beyond that of nor- 
mal years. . 

Loew's, as usual’ made the best 
appearance on the ticker out of the 
group, net gains covering all its 
listed securities, although the im- 
provement in the preferred stock 
and in the bonds was trifling com- 
pared with the stock, the latter be- 
ing up 4 net on the week on moder- 
ate turnover of 27;900 shares, about 
half that of several weeks ago dur- 
ing the decline. Gains were well 
sustained, stock doing its best Sat- 
urday morning at 31% and ending 
the week at 30%, close to the best 
on the movement. Such a price 
record was very favorably com- 
pared, for instance, with Eastman 
Kodak, which marked up a top at 
56% Friday and gave up nearly 2% 
of the gain in the late Saturday 
trading. 

Warners got good diepport in the 
face of its handicap, maintaining 
its previous low level at 2 and end- 
ing the week fractionally above the 
critical line, but net off a fraction 
for the six sessions. Dealings, how- 
ever, were on a relatively small 
scale. Stock at such a level ought 
to be easy to support, since there is 
no incentive for outside longs to 
walk out. 

The RKO group presented a 
rather dizzy picture. The common 
was up nearly a point and the new 
RKO debentures did another 9-point 
leap, while the old Keith bonds sold 
off slowly, going to 33 before any 
buying demand appeared. A late 
recovery of 2 left the lien at 36, net 
down 3 on the week. Low for the 
year and for all time is 24. The old 
Keith preferred, which doesn’t pay 
any dividend, gained 2 to 20. The 
old Orpheum senior stock failed to 
appear on the tape for the second 
week in succession, and prevailing 
bids were still under its conversion 
parity. 

Paramount bonds carried further 
on the recovery, marking up gains 
of 5% to 28% for the older descrip- 
tion and 4% to 25 for the newer 
514’s. Warner bonds also moved up 
slightly, closing at 2344, compared 
to the recent 20. Shubert obligations 
Slumped back to a new all-time low 
of $1 per $100 piece, reflecting the 
morose attitude of the receivers in 
their statements to the court. 


Summary for week ending Saturday, Nov. 12% 
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Bogey Man 


Hollywood, Nov. 4. 
New argument based on the 
income tax is being used by 
Coast producer when asking 





— 





high salaried contract people 
to take a cut. 

Producer tells the actor only 
half the amount of his cut will 
be lost to him, as the govern- 
ment would get the other half 
anyway. Studio, however, can 
keep the whole amount. 











OLD L. A. CENSOR LAW, 
LONG DEAD, FOR REPEAL 


Los Angeles, Noy. 14. 

Although never put in effect since 
its passage in 1916, a Los Angeles 
city ordinance providing for ap-, 
pointment of a commissioner of 
films, with full censorship powers, is 
to be made the object of a repeal 
move at the hands of Southern Cal- 
ifornia theatre interests. Ordinance 
provides for the naming of a com- 
missioner at an annual salary of 
$2,100, and stipulates a fee of 26c a 
reel for all film submitted for in- 
spection, for exhibition in Los 
Angeles. Commissioner is given 
arbitrary powers with any appeal on 
his decision to be determined by the 
Board of Police Commissioners. 

Although ordinance has remained 
dormant since its passage, attempt 
will be made to have it repealed as 
theatre interests figure there is al- 
ways the possibility of its provisions 
being enforced as long as the mea- 
sure is on’ the books. 


Kummer Claim Settled 


. 

Claim brought by Frederick Arn- 
old Kummer against Fox Film over 
the use of ‘The Painted Woman’ 
title has been settled out of court. 
Extent of the cash settlement was 
not disclosed. 

Kummer’s play of the same title 
was produced by William A. Brady 
in 1915. 


Borrows Anita Louise 
Culver City, Nov. 14 

Anita Louise, Radio contract play- 
er, will be loaned to J. G. Bachman 
for ‘Diamond Cut Diamond,’ tem- 
poy title of his next for Radio 
film. 

Production starta Nov. 26, with 
Irving Cummings directing. 


Incorporations 




















NEW YORK 
Mt. Y Apeath, Bow, aM. 
pictures, $50,000. ae Sp ae 
Rivoli-Utica . Utica, the- 


Theatres, Ine. 
atrical, 2,200 shares—2,000 preferred $6 
and 200 a no par. 

Sound 


and Film Studios, 
Inc., (oe Bo theatrical, 100 shares 
no par. 
Banner Ine, New 
York, realty, theatrical, 1 shares no 
par. 


C & D Theatres, Ine, Binghamto 
theatrical, $6,000, - ” 

True-Arts Amusement Corporation, 
Queens, theatrical, $5,000. 

East Coast Productions, Inc., Manhat- 
tan, pictures, 200 shares no par. 

Cc C Amusement Corp., Manhattan, 


& 
theatrical, $20,000. 
Casino .» Manhattan, 
theatre business, 200 shares no par. 
Music Hall Va Inc., Manhattaa, 
theatrical, 200 shares no par. 


Picture Alliance Corp., 100 West 10th 
St., Wilmington, Del, picture, plays, 
photoplays, New York office, 1501 Broad- 
way; E. Hammons, president; 100 
shares no par. 

New York Metropolitan Broadcasting 

First National Bank Bidz., 
Baltimore, Md., radio broadcasting and 
recording business; New York office, 14 
Wall street; Walter Whetstone, Jr., seo- 
retary; 325,000 shares—25,000 preferred 
$10—300,000 common no par. 


Cc of Name 
From Old United Ticket Service, Inc, 
New York, to Tyson Theatre Ticket Bu- 


reau, Inc. 
Change of Location 
Filmcraft Exchanges, Inc., New York. 
Filed by Herbert T. Silverberg, Wal- 
bridge Bidg., Buffalo, N. Y.. 





RNIA 
Sacramento, Nov. 14. 

Serial Capi- 
tal, $25,000, none subscribed. Sol Les- 
ser, Jules C, Goldstone, Mike Rosenberg. 

Zane Grey, Capital stock, $3,900,- 
000, none subscribed. Zane Grey, Lina 
E. Grey, Romer Grey, Kenneth W. 
Robertson, Edwin G. Bowen. 

D. C, Hunt Productions, Inc. Capital, 
$25,000, none subscribed. D. C. Hunt, 
Mrs. Addie lL. Hunt, Amos Stiliman, 


WW’S FAVORITES 


Prefers its Indie Producers Using 
Met or Educ. Lots 








Worldwide is trying to induce all 
producing companies, releasing 
through WW, to make their product 
on the Metropolitan and Educa- 
tional lots, instead of at other in- 
dependent studios. 

Harold Lewis has just been ap- 
pointed head of the Met leasing de- 
partment. 


STARS DOING FLOP IN 
CHARITY FUND DRIVE 


Hollywood, Nov, 14. 

Community chest workers at. all 
studios with the exception of War- 
ners are having & hard time getting 
donations from the stars.’ Other 
workers on the lots from the rank 
and file laborers up to writers and 
directors have mostly kicked in, 

Warners are over their quota due 
to the activity of Jack Warner, who 
heads the Chest’s motion picture 
committee. 

Considerable oppebities to the 
Chest drive has been occasioned by 
the belief that the Motion Picture 
Relief Fund takes care of all indi- 
gents in the industry. Fund only 
takes care of actors; writers, direc- 
tors and first cameramen leaving 
about 80% of those employed in 
picture depending on the Chest and 
other charities. 


Scheedsack Sailing for 
Radio Pic Arab Footage 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

Going into Mesopotamia for 
nomadic Arab footage, Ernest B. 
Schoedsack leaves here Nov. 20 to 
sail for Europe on the ‘Berengaria 
Nov. 26. 

Schoedsack will take from here 
only his brother, G. F. Schoedsack, 
a cameraman, but intends to pick 
up additional technicians in London 
and Paris. 

Secrecy surrounds the Radio film 
for which the Arab footage ig in- 
tended although it is indicatéd that 
it will be of the ‘Grass’ type which 
Schoedsack and Merion C. Cooper 
produced several years ago. 

Intention is for Schoedsack and 
his crew to live with a nomadic 
group of Arabs for several monthe. 

















Bill Fox’s Ex-Son-in-Law 
Now House Mgr. for FWC 


Los Angeles, Nov. 14. 
Milton Schwartz, ex-son-in-law of 
William Fox, has been appointed 
manager of the F-WC Boulevard 
here. Schwartz, who arrived from 
New York earlier in the week, took 
over his new duties Saturday (12). 
Mona Fox divorced Schwartz two 
years ago. She has the children. 
He replaces Horton Kahn, re- 
signed, who joins RKO in Cincin- 
nati, in an assignment not yet de- 
termined. j 





Voight Again at Col 
Hollywood, Now:: 14. 

In a phone conversation with the 
studio, Harry Cohn okayed’ Hubert 
Voight to handle _— pub- 
licity stills. 

This is the third tinie Voight 
has been on the Col payroll in one 
year. He formerly was head of the 
publicity department. 

George Brown, head of Columbia's 
publicity and advertising dept., is 
due out here to reorganize the Coast 
pub and ad bureau of which Cliff 
Lewis is in charge. 

Brown will come on with Harry 
Cohn, leaving New York about Dee. 








Charleston, W. Va., Nov. 14 
Colonial The Inc., Bluefield; capi- 
talized at $25,000 by Max M. Matz, Dor- 








othy M. Matz and Nathan Matz, all of 
B.uefile'ld. 

- JUDGMENTS 

James G. Coots; Publix New Jorsey 


Theatres, Inc., $339. 
Dillingham Th 
ties Corp.; $183,446. 


Co.; Spear Securi- 





Ftd al Adotph Welse: Consolidated | Collier, Jr. action film now called 
General Outdoor Advertising Co.; G.| ‘Speed Demon.’ 

Bourg; $6,628. t coer ‘ , — } j 
Daily Mirror, Ise; BB K. Friedberg; ‘ New Obey wes written oy | 

$665. } Charles Condon, 


L 


‘Obey’ Title on New Yarn 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 


Columbia will utilize its ‘Obey 
That Law’ title on a radio patrol | 
story coming up for Ross Leder- 


man’s direction. 
Title was formerly on a William 


Localized Operation of Publix N. . 
Circuit Wel Greeted by Press 


Nov. 14, 
Provincializing of New England 

by Paramount-Publix is regarded 

as a shrewd move by local business 


Boston 


interests. 

The new organization will be 
headed by two local favs, Martin 
J. Mullin and Samuel Pinanski 
They will jointly have full respen- 
sibility for Publix operations in 
New England. Pinanski will have 
real estate and finance while Mullin 
will. have all other operations as 
heretofore. 

Press Saturday reacted en- 
thusiastically, calling the idea a 
divorce of New York remote con- 
trol from New England and pre- 
dicting local benefits from the pro- 
posed removal of accounting, ware- 
housing and purchasing depart- 
ments from New York into Boston 
together with all New England 
booking. 

All Publix offices. are to be 


centralized in the Metropolitan 
Theatre building immediately and 
the Scollay Square quarters 


In their first joint an- 
nouncement to the Public, MuHin 
and Pinanski stressed the import- 
ance of having native New Eng- 
landers as executives. The New 
England organization was identified 
by name and territory for public 
contact purposes as follows: 

Edward A. Cuddy, New England 
man, with Publix for years, division 
manager for Eastern New England, 
covering Maine, New Hampshire, 
Vermont and Eastern Massa- 
chusetts; William BEB. Sprageg, also 
with the company for a number of 
years, division manager f West- 
ern New England, covering Weat- 
ern Massachusetts, Rhode Island 
and Connecticut. 

District Mgrs. 

Following are the district man- 
agers: Under Cuddy—Edward A. 
Zorn, in charge of the Boston the- 
atres, which includes the de luxe 
Metropolitan theatre; Harry Was- 
serman, in charge of the suburban 
Boston theatres, which covers 
Dorchester, Roxbury, Jamaica Plain, 
Roslindale, Mattapan, Wollaston; 
Herbert Chatkin, in charge of the 
district covering Allston, Brighton, 
Cambridge, Framingham, Mariboro, 
Natick, Needham, Newton, Somer- 
ville, ‘North Cambridge and 
Waltham;. Myron Shellman, in 
charge of the north shore district, 
covering Chelsea, Gloucester, 
Haverhill, Lowell, Lynn and Salem, 
and A. J. Moreau, in charge of the 
Maine district, covering Maine, New 
Hampshire and Vermont theatres. 
Under Spragg—Robert M. Stern- 
burg, in charge of Southern Massa- 
chusetts and Rhode Island; John B 
Carroll, in charge of Western 
Massachusetts, and George T. 
Cruzen, in charge of Connecticut, 
Springfield and Worcester. 


Millard Quizzed by D. A. 
As Wage Claims Pile Up 


Los Angeles, Nov. 14. 

District attorney's office has ques- 
tioned S. S. Millard regarding com- 
plaints by 32 former employees that 
he owes them a total of $1,220 in 
wages. Hearing on the charges will 
take place before the state tabor 
commission tomorrow (16). 

Millard, who recently completed 
‘Innocent,’ sex talker, at Republic 
studio, is alleged to owe actors and 
crew of that picture, staff of the 
California, which he briefly operated 
as a sex showhouse, and people who 
worked on a wild animal picture he 


vacated. 








attempted to produce’ several 
months ago. 
Promoter is scheduled to. appear 


in Milwaukee next month for hear- 
ing before immigration officials on 
charges of illegally re-entering thie 
country last year. He is ie 
out on bond in that cage. 


Col’s New Peak 


Hollywood, Nov. 14, 

Second production peak of the 
year at Columbia will be reached 
this week with seven features in 
work on the lot and another being 
produced by Bryan Foy in Culver 
City. 

Starting are an untitled oil field 
story, Ross. Lederman directing: 
‘Child of Manhattan,’ Eddie Buzzell 
| megging; and probably ‘Brief 
Moment. ‘Yankee Bandit’ resumes 
work, } = been halted by Buck 
i Jones’ illness. 
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HEIR GREATEST STORY 


It brings out every bit of 


the tenderness, romance 












and drama that have 


made Gaynor and Farrell 
leading star team in 


pictures today. 
You can date it in NOW! 


Charles 


TESS of the 


STORM COUNTRY 


Directed by ALFRED SANTELL 


£ 


Watch FOX This Year 
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Studio Still Cameramen Achieve 
Most Photographic Advancement 


7 





Hollywood, Nov. MU. 

Though they rarely receive the 
eredit, most of the advancement in 
eommercial and portrait photog- 
raphy during the past 10 years has 
been. due to the experiments of 
studio ‘stiN’ men and_e£=<_allery 
photographers who shoot the stuff 
for the newspapers and magazines. 

It was in the studios that arti- 
ficial lighting was developed. Until 
the studio men started to monkey 
around with lights, most of the por- 
trait work was done by natural 
illumination or Cooper-Hewetts. 
Commercial photography at that 
time was im its infancy. Rapid 
strides in the commercial field is 
mainly due to the use of lights, 

Steichen, Cecil Beaton, Preston 
Duncan, and Harold Dean Carsey 
have all benefitted through their 
connection with these still men. 
Henry Waxman, New York com- 
mercial bulb squeezer, is a former 
studio still man. Abbe, one of 
France’s leading photographers, was 
Mack Sennett’s first still men and 
is credited with developing the leg 
and drape photos for which Sen- 
nett publicity was famous. Edwin 
Bower Hesser is generally credited 
with developing s.a. photography 
without showing legs. 

Studie Specialists 


Each studio has its portrait men 
who are specialists in some form 
or other of publicity. George Hur- 
rell and Clarence Bull are Metro’s 
aces. Ruth Harriet Loulse was 
rated as one of the best in pictures 
but packed her camera away two 
years ago and has remained in re- 
tirement. 

Jack Freulick and Ray Jones do 
the portrait work at Universal. 
Freulick is one of the old timers 
in the game and has been with 
Universal 16 years. Eugene Rob- 
ert Richee and Otto Dyer snap the 
portraits at Paramount. They work 
as a team and in some instances 
get twin credits. Elmer Fryer is 
Warners’ ace and has earned him- 
self a reputation for marine stuff 
outside of his portrait work. 

Hal Phyfe was recently brought 
here from New York by Fox to 
head its list of portrait men. Phyfe 
was previously at the studio on 
special assignments. Ernest Bach- 
rach does the clicking at Radio. 

Ali have local or national reps, 
but they burned plenty last year 
when Ohara, a Japanese gardner at 
Fox went out and grabbed national 
recognition as a photographer with 
s0me plates he had exposed under 
their noses on that lot. 





‘Half-Naked Truth’ Title 


RKO-Radio Pictures has pur- 
chased a title, ‘The Half Naked 
Truth’ and will put it on the pic- 
ture formerly known as ‘Phantom 
Fame.’ Title was purchased from 
N. Brewster Morse. 

‘The Half Naked Truth,’ written 
by Morse, was produced as a play 
@everal years ago. 

Under deal with Radio, negoti- 
ated through Harry Blair for 
Morse, screen rights to the ‘Truth’ 
é@tory are retained by Morse. 





Harris Houses .Reopen 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 14. 

Harris theatre in McKeesport, 
Closed for couple of years, has been 
reopened by WB as a straight pic- 
ture house. 

Another one of the former Harris 
theatres, the Harris in downtown 
Pittsburgh, expected to reopen 
shortly after a shut-down of almost 
& year. 


Van Avery Would Prod. 


. Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Dale Van Avery, associate sce- 
hario editor at Universal, is nego- 
tiating with Radio Pictures to be- 
tome an associate producer. 








JEAN ARTHUR’S RADIO PIC 
Hollywood, Nov. 14. 


Jean Arthur arrived today (14) 


from New York for a part in ‘Goose | 
ghow to get a face in Washington 


Woman’ Radio 


ut 
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Hays Must Stay 





(Continued from page 5) 


tijohn will be the main Hays office 
intermediary with the Capitol. 
Washington Bert New, Hays’ sta- 
tionary representative, is aces, hav- 
ing been an assistant secretary at 
one time to the National Demo- 
cratic Committee. Political factors 
until now essentially local, who 
spring into national picture prom- 


inence as industry’s defenders 
through the landslide, are Frank 
Walker and Charles O'Reilly. 


O’Reilly as the Theatre Owners’ 
Chamber of Commerce head has al- 
ways been strong in New York be- 
cause of his Tammany connections. 
As a close friend of Roosevelt, 
O'Reilly himself will spend consid- 
erable time in Washington because 
of his duties as chairman of the 
picture relations department. While 
this wag formed as part of the 
Democratic campaign it has since 
been adopted as a permanent de- 
partment with headquarters at the 
capital. 

Hays has been virtually’ the 
major topic of industry discus- 
sion since the election. Fears have 
been expressed that in case of a 
jam the industry would need a 
strong Democratic head; that the 
election meant 
Hays; that Walker or some other 
high friend of the party would be 
a choice for the industry. 


Directors Hold Hays 


Coincident with the conversation 
the 
Hays may be called back to re-or- 
ganize the Republican party na- 
tionally, as he did during the Hard- 
ing campaign, put Hays for the 
first time on the official spot. It re- 
sulted in setting aside all of the 
conjectures because directors on 
Hays’ own board who brought him 
into the industry and who are pay- 
ing him his salary had this to say: 

‘Hays couldn't quit if he wanted 
to. We brought him in to organize 
the picture industry and to keep it 
organized. There is a _ certainty 
that if Hays requested to be re- 
lieved of his present job to go back 
with the Republicans every one of 
us would vote against cancelling 
his contract with the picture busi- 
ness.’ 

The mystery that has surrounded 
Hays’ picture status, evem with 
most people in the business, was 
simultaneously cleared up, 


It took the Roosevelt victory to 
get another angle recorded. This 
has to do with independent theatre 
owners. The Hays’ rulers make no 
secret now that they are depending 
upon the box office to settle any 
political frays during the new ad- 
ministration. - Without exhibitor 
support and its ability to reach the 
public the industry’s political posi- 
tion would be comparatively weak 
even with a Jim Farley on the 
Hays’ payroll, it was observed. 


O’Reilly’s Commeat 


Exhibitor leaders going into 
Democratic rule clearly evidence 
an appreciation for Hays at no 
other time recorded. Charles 
O’Reilly, for instance, had this to 
say: 

‘We don’t look at a man’s politi- 
cal complexion. We look at what 
he has done for the industry. And 
Hays has done a good job.’ 

M. A. Lightman, head of the Mo- 
tion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America, the strongest national or- 
ganization of independents, stated: 

‘Hays has saved the industry mil- 
lions of dollars by his work within 
the industry. I do not think he 
could be replaced.’ 

On Hays’ own staff there ia evi- 
dence of renewed strength. Al- 
though published for the first time 
it is no secret that Charlie Petti- 
john hed Washington aspirations 
during the campaign and while he 
made the transcontinental trip with 
Roosevelt. But Charlie this week, 
also, has renewed allegiance to 


Hays and, according to his latest | 


statement, no longer entertains 
ideas of quitting the Haysian roost. 


There are some in the Hays fold | 


who attempted to discourage any 
pointed article about their boss. 
| They were for holding up the War- | 


iners, Sheehan and Louis B. Mayer, 


at the same time reminding that it 
was Hays who taught the industry 


In | 


the wash-up of 


circulation of a report that 


= 


STICKER CAMPAIGN 


Stagehande Ballyhooi Stage 
Shows With Windshiett Plage 








San Diego, Nov. M. 

Local stagehands union ig co- 
operating with Fox-West Coast and 
Fanchon & Marco in an effort to, 
build business at the Fox. j 

Members are distributing and 
pasting windshield stickers, plue- 
ging the stage shows. 


PAR, U PRUNE — 
WRITER STAFFS; 


Hollywood, Nov. i4. 

Both Paramount and Universal 
are pruning their writing staffs in 
order not to have scenarists on the 
payroll unless under direct assign- 
ments. 

U’s writing force is down to 10 
with a stated intention by Carl 
Laemmle, Jr., not to use any high- 
priced name writers in the future 
except for special works. U will 
test a theory that experienced 
screen writers can do as well with 
pictures as novelists and play- 
wrights, and for less cagh. 

Only high salaried scribbler left 
on contract at U is Preston Sturges 
who is up for loan. 

Paramount dropped eight writers 
who were not on contract as soon 
as they finished assignments. Those 
out are Em Jo Bashee, Gene Mar- 
key, Arthur Sheekman, Andre 
Bohen, Violet Clark Freeman, 
Bruce Mitchell, Bert Stafford and 
Nina Wilcox Putnam. Latter 
switches to Charles R. Rogers and 
Sheekman goes east to write air 
materiai for the Marx Brothers, 


e * 
Academy Conciliation 
Increasing Facilities 
Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
So many cases are now going to 
the Academy for arbitration that 
a move hag been started to increase 
the membership of the conciliation 
committee to allow for three trial 
boards to try the disputes alter- 
nately. Present committee consists 
of five members and 10 alternates. 
New cases filed for arbitration 
are: Charlies Whittaker, scenarist, 
seeking pay from Lewis Milestone 
for technical advice on ‘Front 
Page’; Salisbury Fields, writer, 
against J. J. Bachman for salary 
held up because it is claimed he 
refused to make script changes, 
and Ruth Todd, writer, claiming 
she wasn’t fully paid by Mrs. 
Wallace Reid for a story for Waly 
Reid, Jn. 


U’s Waterfront Burlesque 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

Although the waterfront cyele of 
pictures has just gotten under way, 
Universal is already preparing a 
burlesque on the idea, for a George 
Sidney-Charlie Murray feature. 

Story to be titled ‘Salt Air,’ is 
being written by Vernon Smith and 
Homer Crog with Warren Doane 




















supervising. 


Feature Bills May 


Dual Bills All Over by Next 





Begorrah 
Holly wood, Nov. 14, 
J. M. Kerrigan, who was 


brought on the Fox lot to 
handle the Irish dialog on 
‘Song of My Heart,’ the John 
McCormack picture, returns 
there to do dialog, in conjunc- 


tion with Edwin Burke, on 
‘Paddy, the Next Best Thing,’ 
starring Janet Gaynor. He 


will also be dialog director and 
technical advisor. 














SUNDAY SHOWS OK 
DOWN IN BIRMINGHAM 


Birmingham, Novy. 14. 

With three Sunday shows now a 
matter of history there is no doubt 
left that this town not only wanted 
the shows but can patronize them. 
With nobody suffering, and a break 
all around, 

Sunday houses have grossed nice- 
ly. Streets are still crowded on Sun- 
day afternoon and merchants are 
tickled to see the public out walking 
around looking in shop windows in- 








stead of out in gasoline buggies 
looking at highways. 

Before the law was put over the 
argument was that in fifteen years 
of no Sunday shows the town had 
forgotten about them and wouldn't 
come if the could. But the b.o. 
figures are showing different, 





Wingart Leaves Par 


Earl Wingart, in charge of Para- 
mount publicity under Arthur 
Mayer, resigned yesterday (Mon- 
day), effective Nov. 19. Wingart’s 
future plans are unstated. 

Since Charles E. McCarthy re- 
signed recently to go to Fox, Win- 
gart has been heading publicity on 
pictures under Mayer. 

Al Selig may take over the Mc- 
Carthy-Wingart’s duties on pub- 
licity. Selig is now handling adv. 
under Jack Hess. 


Parvin’s Good-Bad Luck 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

His car demolished when hit by 
a Southern Pacific train on the out- 
skirts of town Sunday (6), Lee 
Parvin, press agent, escaped with- 
out a scratch, 

Returning home in a cab; how- 
ever, he was stricken with a bad 
attack of the flu. 








Aldine for Road Show 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 14. 

Aldine, closed since run of ‘Grand 
Hotel’ last spring and before that 
dark for more than a year, will re- 
open Monday (21) for road-show 
engagement of ‘Strange Interlude.’ 

Film goes in at $1.50 top, with 
two weeks the current outlook. 





Spitz Calls Off Bookkeeping Charges 





Only Fixed Sum Left Against Publix Houses 


Is H.O. Ov 





With Leo Spitz in charge of 
Paramount Publix Theatres the 
chain has called off in a sort of 
a moratarium manner what are 
known as the bookkeeping charge- 
offs. These are charges against 
theatres for the amortization and 
depreciation. With these out in the 
weekly statement of the theatre the 
only fixed charge against the vari- 
ous Publix houses is the home of- 
fice overhead expense. 








Amortization and depreciation 


have been regular figures pressed 
against chain theatres weekly and | 
increasing the deficit, if any, or’ 
decreasing the actual profit. 30th | 
|come about through a bookkeeping | 
method in yogue on all chains. As! 
a rule a weekly statement showing 
a deficit for a theatre chain is fig- | 
ured at about 55 to 60% cash loss! 
and the remainder the bookkeeping | 

nareges. a 


C erhead 





Dewey Robinson. 


Robinson, Owen Moore, 
Par. | 


Studio Placements 


Miriam Jordan, femme lead ‘Dan- 





gerously Yours,’ Fox. 


Sally Eilers, femme lead ‘Giant 
Swing,’ Fox. 
Noah Beery, David Landau, 


‘Ruby Red,’ Par. 


Gertrude Messinger, Ted O'Shea, 


|Gwen Lee, Jimmy Finlayson, Ed J. | 


LeSaint, Charles K. French, Fern 
Emmett, ‘Boy, Oh, Boy!’ Educa- |} 
tional. | 

Roland Young, ‘Pleasure Cruise.’ | 


‘ox, i 
A . 
Noah Beery, David Landau, Dewey | 


‘Ruby Red, 


Verna Hillie, ‘Madame Futterfly,’ 
Par. 

Warren Hymer, ‘Good Company 
Par, 

Fidna May Oliver, Dorothy W 


Great Jasper,’ Ra De j 





Cleveland's Abolishment of Double 


Lead to Reduced 


Season 


alone can knock the 


supports from under double fea- 
turing, it is held. With Cleveland 
about to follow Chicago in deliver- 
ing a major blow against this pol- 
icy, the hope is that when the '33- 
34 selling season arrives next sum- 
mer, twin billing will be substanti- 
ally reduced. 

In Cleveland tentative agreement 
has been reached by chains and 
independent theatre operators to go 
out of double billing by Jan 1. This 
key would be following Chicago in 
such a move, after B. & K. and 
other chains declared for an elimin- 
ation of two-for-ones in Chi. 

In Cleveland there are 43 out of 59 
theatres playing two features to a 
show, Major distributors are said 
to have pressed hard this year for 
an elimination of the policy in that 


most important of the Ohio keys 
and will do the same elsewhere. 


Dodged in East 


By next year it is hoped that the 
chains in New York will take ma- 
jority or all of their theatrés out 
of double-billing. RKO, Loew's and 
Skouras had indicated early last 
summer when the selling season be- 
gan that they would consider a 
pact to quit twin-featuring but 
when it came time to sign deals 
none was willing to follow through, 

This left the New York situation 
where it was, with virtually every 
independent house in the greater 
metropolitan area squawking they 
didn't have a chance, even with 
double features, with the major 
chains continuing the policy at com- 
petitive prices. 

In the more optimistic quarters, 
it is believed the majors will event- 
ually go back to single features 
through finding two.for the price 
of one its failing to provide draft 
at the box office. 


Hollywood Ribber im ‘Cage’ 


Universal City, Nov. 14. 

Vince Barnett and Andy Devine 
go into ‘The Big Cage,’ ,animal pic- 
ture starting at Universal in about 
three weeks. Devine had been an- 
nounced for ‘Son of a Sea Cook,’ 
but U has shelved that story. 

Barnett, known as Hoilywood’s 
professional ribber before getting 
steady work in pictures, will first 
make a short for U titled ‘People 
vs. Barnett.’ Henry Armetta, Ster- 
ling Holloway and Bert Roach are 
cast in the two-reeler. 


The 


chains 











Cop’s Ambition 
Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

Eddie Baker, playing John Law 
parta in pictures since the days he 
was a Keystone cop, hopes to give 
up films to wear a real uniform. 

He has taken a civil service 
examination for appointment on the 
state highway patrol, believing that 
his picture experience will help him 
out. 


Fox Buys ‘Ad Man’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 14, 
Fox has bought ‘Ad Man,’ unpro- 
duced play, written by two em- 
ployees of a New York advertising 
agency. Howard J. Green wiil 
adapt it. 
Studio has also taken an option 
on ‘Creeping Fires,’ unproduced 
comedy drama by Marie Paumer, 


After Flying Field 


Hollywood, Nov. 








14, 





Lew Edelman, Metro supervisor, 
irrives in Washington today to 
onsult with War Department for 
use of Kelley Field and planes 
here. 
It's for a proposed flying picture 
Metro will make, 
Lew Breslaw At Fox 
Hollywood, Noy. 14. 
Lew Breslaw returns as writer to 
med to ‘Road Teo 








SRE RORY SCR OI I A A tt 


PO FO ALITY SO iS 


bat ad 


oe ® 











i indict” hr cbnagles:t0e tr oe RINE a 


i 




































80 i it VARIETY Tuesday, November 15, 1932 


USE YOU ag 




















R HEAD 
ORAN 
RITY | 


RULES OF CONTEST! 


1. $200 in prizes for best pro- 
motion campaignon“‘Pros- 
perity.” Ist prize, $100; 
2nd prize, $50; 3rd prize, 
$30; 4th prize, $20. 

2. In case of ties, duplicate 
prizes will be awarded. 

3. Campaigns must be fully 
documented with proofs 
of activities, not merely a 

jist of them. 

4. Contest ends January 
15th, 1933. 

5. Send your campaign to 
“Prosperity Contest Edit- 
or’, 1540 B’way, N.Y. C. 

6. The judges are: ‘‘Chick”’ 
Lewis, M. P. Herald; Epes 
Sargent, Variety; Jack Har- 
rower, Film Daily; Red 
Kann, M. P. Daily. 








HOW TO PROMOTE IT! 


1. Get the Special Campaign 
Book (in addition to press 
sheet) 

2. Organize Prosperity Week 
with city authorities, link- 
ing up newspapers, 
Chamber of Commerce, 
local merchants. This is 
outlined in campaign book 
together with full page co- 
operative‘Prosperity’’mat. 

3. Promote a “Prosperity” 
street parade with local 
merchants, civic bands, 
schools, local military. 

4. Run special “Prosperity” 
l-column teaser ads daily 
five days ahead of opening. 
Ask for them at your 
M-G-M Branch. 

5. M-G-M has made up spe- 


a 
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) cial aids for you, including 

. eickede, popes pene, EXTRA! 

uf valances, burgees, Danners, 

, cut-out wood letters,‘‘Pros- MARIE 

{ perity” bonds, compo DRESSLER 

i heads, oil paintings,‘‘Pros- BROADCAST! 

perity” snipes etc. etc. 

| 6. Ask for Extra Aid, through Thursday, November 17th at 

! Personal assi.tance or by 8 P.M., N.B.C. network, 

i mail from M-G-M Exploit- launching200Day-and-Date 
eers listed in campaign “Prosperity”? engagements! 
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FLEXIBLE SCALE LOOKS IN- 





Steffes Loses Zoning Motion 


a 





Mina. Judge Refuses Injunction—Anti-Trust 
Suit Must Go to Trial First 
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Minneapolis, Noy, 14. 

Local film exchanges were victor- 
fous in the first skirmish of the fight 
started by W. A. Steffes, independ- 
ent exhibitor and Allied . States’ 
president, to knock out zoning in 
this territory. Federal Judge G: H. 
Nordbye denied Steffes a temporary 
restraining Order to prevent the 
film exchanges from continuing the 
zoning agreement now in effect. 
Hearing on the application for a 
permanent injunction and the suit 
to obtain redress is scheduled for 
next March. 

In denying the temporary re- 
straining order, Judge Nordbye 
stated that ‘the entire matter can 
best be determined by a trial on 
ita merits. The decision means 
that independent exhibitors prob- 
ably will obtain no relief in the 
matter of zoning for nearly a year 
or even more, even though Steffes 
ultimately wins out. 

Steffes brought his action as a 
test suit in behalf of independent 
exhibitors in the territory to de- 
termine the validity of zoning. 
Abram F. Myers of Allied States 
came to Minneapolis to argue the 
motion for the temporary restrain- 
ing order. 

In his suit, Steffes claims that the 
producers and distributors are guilty 
of alleged combination and con- 
eapiracy in restraint of trade under 
the anti-trust law. He charges 
that the purpose of the zoning 
agreement among the exchanges has 
been ‘to create and establish for 
Publix theatres a monopoly in the 
business of exhibiting first run films 
and fixing and controlling admission 
prices in the Northwest to the de- 
triment of at indapensomt exhibitors.’ 


BURLINGTON ’S MAYOR IS 
ANTAGONISTIC TO CHAIN 


Quincy, Ill., Nov. 14. 

Report from Burlington, Ia., that 
the Central States, operators of the 
Iowa, Palace and Rialto theatres, 
has asked for an injunction against 
the city of Burlington to prohibit 
the enforcement of an ordinance for 
the licensing of theatre projection- 
ists. 

Chain contends that the ordinance 
would prevent obtaining licensed 
operators outside those now em- 
ployed until April next. 

Anticipating a strike and seeking 
to protect their rights in asking the 
injunction. Mayor Thomas Smith 
takes it that the theatres are look- 
ing for a fight and promises it shall 
be forthcoming. 


Sundays in Mass. Town 


Saugus, Mass., Nov. 14. 
Election day settled the question 
of Sunday film shows, Citizens 
voted 8,719 for and 1,840 against 
them. 
It is up to the board of selectmen 
to issue Sunday licenses. 


Drop Criminal Charges 
Against Clyde Elliott. 


Chicago, Nov. 14. 
Criminal charges of breaking and 
entering pending against Clyde)! 
Elictt, former Film Row exchange 
manager, were nolle prossed last 
week. Meanwhile Sophie Buschell, 








was awarded $1,600 damages against 
Elliott because of the same incident. 


Elliott, the former lessee, forcibly 
dispossessed Leroy Alexander, his 
successor, and allegedly removed 
theatre equipment when after a 


protracted legal wrangle the courts 
sustained Alexander and censured 
Elliott, who was ordered to get out 
immediately. House has since been 
operated by Alexander. 

Elliott has left the state of Illinois 
and is said to be a salesman for film 
trailers in St. Louis at present. 


> 








RKO’S DOUBLE 1ST RUNS 


Starting Them at 4c Top in 
Orpheum, San Francisco 








San Francisco, Nov. 14. 

RKO suddenly shifted its Or- 
pheum into double bill-first run 
policy Saturday, making the change 
after ‘Sporting Age’ failed to do any 
business in four days. 

House continues at 40c with 
menu including two first runs, pit 
orchestra and singers, and other 
usual features. 

RKO re-lighted house three weeks 
ago as first run. 


WB Philly Houses Now 
Responsible to N. Y.; 
No More Own Unit 


Orders that house operators spend 
more time in the field and concen- 
trate on operation, eliminating dis- 
trict confabs and usual routine of 
managers’ meetings, have been is- 
sued by Warners, following a meet- 
ing of WB theatre execs in New 
York. Latter decided to shunt the 
Philadelphia houses directly under 
the operating eye of the New York 
management, 

Hitherto the WB Philly spots were 
operated more or less as a separate 
unit. With the order to cut out the 
routine confabs ¢ame a second in- 
struction for a general slicing of the 
operating overhead in the Philly 
territory by 35%. 

This is in addition to a 50% cut 
in advertising and publicity costs 
also ordered. 

Max Goldman is Warner’s zone 
manager in charge of the Philly 
operation. Under the new policy 
that shunts his territory. directly 
under the home office in New York, 

soldman becomes directly charge- 
able in operation to Joe Bernhard, 
WB theatre head. 











Furman Leaves WB 





Jim Furman, in charge of ads and 
publicity for the Warner Broadway 
houses, resigned Saturday (12). 
Formerly with Publix nine years, he 
has been over here only a few 
months. 

Furman’s post will not be filled 
by WB. Lou Goldberg, who former- 
ly occupied it, later becoming na- 
tional exploitation diréctor, will 
handle it in addition to his other 
duties. 

Three propositions in New York 
are under consideration by Furman 
on his leap from WB. 


Egyptian Rental Halved 


Los Angeles, Nov. 14, 

Fox West Coast has obtained a 
reduction. of $35,000 in the annual 
rental of the Egyptian formerly 
$70,000. 

Similar cut is being negotiated 
with the owners of the Criterion. 
It has been dark for some time with 














owner of the Melrose Park theatre, | 


the exception of the current show- 
ling of Academy award pictures, 


Trinz’ Academy Deal 
Halted by Stagehands 


Chicago, Nov. 14, 
Joe Trinz, now operating the Mon- 





land Hardy, 


ree, former Fox loop house, was 
lready to close for the Academy, 
owned by Mrs. Caroline Kohl, last | 
week. Negotiations were halted 
when the stagehands’ union ruled | 
that the existing burlesque status 


fon lease from Mrs. 


of the house would necessitate two 
stagehands being employed even on 
a straight picture policy. 

Nathan Barger has the Academy 
Kahl. House 
has been dark since Barger 


moved | 


his burlesque around the corner to} 


the larger capacity Star and Garter 





| Trees,” 


$42,000,000 | 
ADDEO-ESTIMATE 


—_— 


Block Booking Out and Ar- 
bitration Back in New 
Kent-Hays Contract — 5,- 
000 Exhibitors Interested 
—Meetings Later This 
Month 


oe 


1 INDIE ORGANIZATION 








Political. as well as geographical 
and financial changes are Cemaltery | 
asserting themselves, along with. 
the debut of a two-way steam- 
roller, as the result of the tri- 


cornered movement capetbiiidative| 
of the greater part of the industry 
to revamp filmdom., 

Highlights of the plan, which Sid-| 
ney Kent has verbally okayed for, 
Fox but now is waiting for the, 
action by other companies before 
affixing his signature, and which is 
being presented individually to dis- 
tribs this week, are: 

Establishment of a Hays-Kent| 
combination, the strongest team of| 
individuals created, which is urg- 
ing trade recognition of the indus- 
try’s new pact. 

Conservative estimate by propo- 
nents of the platform that its flex- | 
ible admissions plank will enrich 
the industry’s annual box office 
take by approximately $32,000,000 
without increasing overhead of 
either the exhibitor or distributor. 

Maximum strength of the Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners of Amer- 
ica, with a membership of 5,000, in- 
cluding circuit theatres, which is 
being counted upon for the suc- 
cessful execution of the plan from 
the box office phase. 

What virtually amounts to vol- 
untary disintegration of block book- 
ing. 

Re-establishment of an arbitra- 
tion system, this time morally bind- 
ing and enforceable to the points 
where refusal to abide by decision 
merits the individual complainants 
to sever relations with each other 
but in no wise affecting their af- 
fairs with all other companies or 
individuals. 

Hays directotial board action 
during the past two weeks to keep 
lawyers in the background and to 
use them only in side conferences 
on legal aspects or collusive inter- 
pretations of agreements formulated 
by the industry, itself. 


Platform Satisfies 

Monday (14) there was every- 
thing to indicate that distribs as 
a whole will ride along with the 
platform, Kent has kept the dis- 
tribution side of the industry con- 
stantly informed, so that the sub- 
mission to them of the completed 
draft now is perfunctory and in 
keeping with the court order that! 
the industry shall not act collec- 
tively. Representatives expect that | 
by Wednesday (16) a formal an-| 
nouncement will be made and that) 

(Continued on page 34) 
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| policy, with 25c 
| nings heretofore, 





|Combined Fight on Cal.'s Levy Law 





Proposed Tax Measure Takes in Theatres 
and Chain Stores 





PUBLIX DETROIT CUTS 


ond Daeraboure Para- 


mount—20c-40c Top 





Detroit, Noy, 14, 

Downward revision of prices at 
the local Publix neighborhood 
houses goes into effect Fri. Nov. 18. 
Paramount also revises downward 
to 20c mats and 40c top. 

Playing first run and outstanding 
second runs, price is lowest for this 
mats and 50c eve- 


oot 


‘Balto Cuts Prices 
All Over; Showmen 
Watching Effects 


Baltimore, Nov.. 14, 

Sudden landslide of cut admission 
prices here, although very little 
beneficial result evident ag yet. 
This is the first week of the cut 
tariffs, Showmen are watching 
closely to see whether it'll act as a 
biz builder-upper. 

Started by Loew’s, practically all 
houses followed suit. Now about 
25% has been nicked off prices all 
around the town. No quick surge 
of money to the b. o. with the cus- 
tomers still shopping. 


SPYROS SKOURAS TELLS 
MGRS. WHAT’S WHAT 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 


Fox-West Coast meetings are to 
be held in each district with all 
managers called in for the confer- 
ences, Presided over by Spyros 
Skouras with his brother, Charles, 
also a speaker, First meeting was 
for the managers in this (Southern) 
territory. 


Skouras told them they were 
managers and that they were de- 
pended upon for results. The home 
office, they were told, was too far 
away to anticipate and control local 
situations and emergencies and that 
their futures depended upon their 
own initiative and ability to con- 
front situations as they arose. In- 
other words, the managers were on 
their own to show results, and were 
expected to bring in the bacon 
without the direction of the home 
office. Intimated if they could not 
deliver men would be found who 
could. 

Spyros Skouras leaves tomorrow, 
(15) for San Francisco, where he 
will deliver a similar message to 
managers in that section, then 
heading into northwest, returning 











'east for the mid-western contingent. 


He expects to arrive in New York 
in time for Thanksgiving. 





Academy's Choices on Shorts 





‘Music Box,’ ‘Flowers and Trees’ Winners— 


One Division Unselected 


Los Angelea, Nov. 14. | 
Committee for the selection of 
shorts to be given by} 

banquet Friday nig cht | 
Music Box’ with Laurel |! 
Hal Roach comedy, in 
its division, and ‘Flowers and 
a Walt Disney product, in! 
the cartoon division. 

Meeting of committee of 15 for 


awards on 
Academy at 
shows ‘The 


the three divisions takes place to- 
day (14) to decide as to whether 
‘Wrestling Swordfish,” Mack Sen- 
nett novelty picture, will stand as 


' 
made to 





winner in that class or award be 
Metro on ‘Swing High,’ a 
| Pete Smith novelty film. 

Only possibility of change would 
be if Sennett loses revote for mem- 
bers of committee who were not 
present at final voting. 








’ 
Goldberg’s Exchge O. O. 
Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Joe Goldberg, general sales man- 
iger for Worldwide, arrives here 
Nov. 16 on a tour of exchanges. 





Los Angeles, Nov. 14. 

Proposed law to levy millions in 
additional taxation on every type 
of circuit 2peration, including the- 
atres, in California is being fought 
by picture house interests in con- 
junction with operators of chain 
Stores and other group business 
concerns. Initiative referendum 
for such a law to protect independ- 
ent businesses is being circulated 
and freely signed. 

Fox West Coast alone would pay 
around $200000 annually in addi- 
tional taxes if the measure becomes 
a law. Other circuits, both af- 
filiated and independent would pay 
another eight or nine hundred 
thousand. Chain operated stores, 
gas stations and the like would be 
taxed millions. Passage of the law 
would force many of the smaller 
chains out of business, it is thought. 

Circuits with 20 or more houses 
within the state would pay an ad- 
ditional tax of $2,500 under the pro- 
posed law. 

Annual Tax Rate 

Initiative measure, sponsored by 
the so-called Anti-Monopoly League 
of California, is a petition to the 
state legislature to enact a law at 
the January session fixing an an- 
nual fee of 50 cents on all ehain 
operation, and then imposing an- 
nual taxes, as follows: 

. For the first theatre, store, etc., 

5. 

Second store or theatre in chain, 
$100. 

Third to ninth, $1,000 each. 

Tenth to nineteenth, $1,500 each. 

Twentieth, and all over that 
number, $2,500 each. 

Drive is now on to secure the 
necessary 69,257 signatures which 
immediately forces the petition be- 
fore the January session, to either 
pass such iaw or reject the initia- 
tive and prepare another bill with 
both automatically going on the bal- 
lot at the next general state elec- 
tion, two years hence, 

Another provision of the initia- 
tive measure is a clause fixing the 
working day at eight hours, with 
48 hours to constitute a week’s 
work, Sponsors are reported to 
have a substantial war chest and 
are waging a statewide campaign. 


DOUBLE FEATURE BILLS 
AT LELAND, ALBANY 


Albany, N. Y., Nov. 14. 

Leland, first run, has gone double 
features. Prices remain at 35c top. 

Madison, neighborhood, is chang- 
ing program four times weekly in- 
stead of three. 

Strand, Warner feature house, 
has changed opening days from 
Friday to Thursday. This is to 
continue only for several weeks dur- 
ing the holiday season. 


3 Changes—Cut Scale 


Waterloo, Ia., Nov. 14. 

Paramount is hitting new policy 
with three changes in program a 
week and cutting admissions from 
straight 50c to combo of balcony 
25c any time, mats 25c except Sun- 
day, when high is 40c, same price 
nights. 

In keeping with trend of other 
houses and times, says manage- 
ment. 

















Oak Park Okays Sunday 


Films—Lamar Benefits 


Chicago, Nov. 14. 





jture hou 


Oak Park, residential suburb, 
okayed Sunday pictures at Tues- 
day's elections. In 1920 and again 
in 1925 the proposition was voted 
down, 

Lamar theatre, operated by Ess- 
laness circuit, stands to reap the 
benefits. Because of the no Sunday 
shows rule, Lamar is the only pic- 


ever built out there, 
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Uy 
: é A 
MADE THEM CONQUERORS! a 
~»»Wars! Panics! Heartaches. ..Heartbreaks! 
| Such were the fires that forged the steel for 
their swords and their plows...for they came 
i with Conquerors’ blood in their veins and 
banners of courage flying! Out of their hearts 
flamed the faith of a dauntless nation...and ee 
out of the thunderous hours they lived has SZ . - 
fe ae a> = PICTURES 
, 2 AEDNA MAY OLIVER - GUY KIBBEE — 
7, ” Donald Cook, “Skeets” Gallagher, Walter Walker, 
., Wally Albright, Marilyn Knowlden, Julie Haydon, 
~ Harry Holman, Jason Robards - Directed by WILLIAM. 
by WELLMAN - From the story by Howard Estabrook 
a DAVID O. SELZNICK, Executive Producer 
~4 
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Ottawa, Nov. 14. 


Canadian Performing Rights So- | 
ciety has notified the independent 
exhibitors that a fee of 10c per seat 
per year must be paid to satisfy the 
society’s interest in musical com- 
positions for which it claims to hold 
an assignment of copyright. 

The society has issued innumer- 
able warnings to the theatres, but 
the situation reached a climax fol- 
lowing the prosecution of several 


exhibitors, with result satisfactory 
to the Society. 

Latest demands do not, affect 
Famous Players Canadian Corp., 
which has already secured member- 
ship in the society for the Para- 
mount chain across Canada. The 
independents have § been rather 
aloof, however, and they are being 
pressed. 

Earl Lawson, member of the 
Canadian Parliament, has turned 
his legal mind to the copyright sit- 
uation but there is no indication at 
the moment that the Federal Gov- 
ernment will take any further part 
in copyright developments unless 
legislation is brought down in 
Parliament next spring to clarify 
matters for the exhibitors, 
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— NOW — 
Balaban & Katz 


Q)RIEWTAL THEATRE 
—— Chicago—— 


Canada’s Music Society Pressing 
Exhibs for Annual 10c Seat Tax 
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| NEWARK 


(Continued from page 10) 


| 

| $6,000. Last week ‘Night After 

| Night’ (Par) little better at $6,700. 
Prodtor’s (RKO) (2,300; 15-65) 


(1st Div.) and ‘Once 
Unusual to. get 


‘Goona Goona’ 


in a Lifetize” (U). 


|}a Bali view here. 3ut with another 
feature maybe $11,000. Despite as- 
sertions double features will be con- 
tinued another.week. Then comes a 


single. But if they go back to 
doubles something will happen over 
here. Last week ‘Dark House’ (U) 
okay at over $10,000. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-55) 
‘Rackety Rax’ (Fox). Being nicely 
plugged on the streets and may beat 
$5,000. Last week ‘Night Mayor’ 
(Col) highest this season with $5,- 
500. 


‘EVENT’-‘DESERT SONG’ 
UNIT, $25,000, DETRIOT 


Detroit, Nov, 14 


Armistice Day helped most houses 
and the week, with a good weekday 
in it, means a better than average 
week. The Michigan, with ‘Desert 
Song’ on stage, seems to be going 
for a big week, with lobby holdouts 
opening day. 

Other houses with lesser attrac- 
tions aren’t faring so well. The Fox 
with ‘Sherlock Holmes’ seems due 
for only a fair week. Fisher opened 
better than usual with ‘Three on a 
Match.’ ‘Prosperity’ seems to be 
falling off. -Dowtown with ‘Dark 
House’ is taking it easy and expect- 
ing little. Paramount is trying out 
a second run policy with ‘Grand 
Hotel’ day and date with the other 
second run houses. 

Last week all houses, except the 
Fisher with ‘Red Dust’ in its second 
week, were mild. 

Estimates for This Week 

Michigan (4,045; 15-35-55-72-75) 
—‘Blessed Event’ (WB) and ‘Desert 
Song,’ F. & M. tab, on stage. Headed 
for strong $25,000. Last week 
‘Trouble in ‘Paradise’ (Par) $20,100, 
oke. 

Fox (5,100; 15-25-55)—Sherlock 
Holmes’ (Fox) and stage show. No 
panic; a mild $00,000 in view. Last 








week ‘Rackety Rax’ (Fox) fair at 
$19,000. 
Fisher (2,665; 15-35-55-72-75)— 


‘Three on a Match’ (WB) and stage 
show. Good $13,500. Last week 
‘Red Dust’ (Metro) in its second 
week got $11,200. 

United Artists (2,018; 15-35-55-72- 
75)—‘Prosperity’ (M-G). Nice but 
no wow, $12,000. Last week ‘Rain’ 
(UA) weak and out after 10 days; 
$16,900. 


Downtown (2,750; 15-25-55)— 
‘Dark House’ (U). Maybe $6,000, 
mild. Last week ‘Bill of Divorce- 


ment’ okay at $8,000. 





Fox, B’klyn, Improves, 
$15,000; Balance Off 


Brooklyn, Nov, 14. 

One thing is evident around the 
deluxers. That is, the folks won't 
come downtown anymore to see an 
average show. Considering that 
the Paramount, Albee and Met have 
been trying to outshow each other 
for the past few months and then 
all of sudden let down, it is no 
wonder that the current grosses 
will look like Holy Week. 

Not a strong picture around town 
and nothing excitiug on any of the 
stages to offset the mediocre screen 
fare. It’s tough pulling over here 
|}and somebody might well ask what 
| there is left to bring the folks from 
| Flatbush, Bensonhurst and Coney 
to the downtown theatres. 





The Paramount has Chevalier 
next week, if not held over in New 
York, but there is only one of 


| 

| 

| 

him. The Fox seems to be reverting 

| to the old days when a deluxer sold 
nothing but a picture, leaving the 
stage show to sell itself, as there 
is very little mention in the ads 
about stage shows. 

Estimates for This Week 

| Paramount (4,200; 25-35-50-75- 

| 85), ‘Evenings for Sale’ (Par) with 

| Ted Lewis and Sophie Tucker head- 

|ing stage show. A brodie all round. 

| Set smart booking on Tucker as 

| she is a quick repeat for this house 

| 

} 


and besides has been playing the 
neighborhoods. Looks like a weak 
$32,000. Way off last week also 


with ‘Hot Saturday’ (Par), $31,100, 
| Lew Leslie revue not helping. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-50-65), ‘Rackety 
tax’ (Fox) and unit show. A little 
better than average, $15,900. Grosses 
higher now with new evening top 


| of 65c. Also following other houses 
;}now in Sunday opening price of 35c 

as against former two-bit gate. 
| This house is still in the experi- 


|; menting stage despite its five years. 
It looks like anybody’s guess with 











the bankers guarding the budgets 


REDISTRICTING DIVISION 





Now in 4 Di 





Denver, Nov. 14 

Fox’s Rocky Mountain Division, 
enlarged recently by the addition 
of the Montana division and divided 
into three districts, has again been 
divided, this time with four dis- 
tricts. Rick Ricketson remains as 
manager of the division, with 
Frank Culp manager of district 1, 
Dave Davis manager of No. 2, C. U. 
Yaeger of No. 3, and Max Gold- 
stein of No. 4. Headquarters of the 
division and districts 1, 2 and 3 
will be in Denver, while Salt Lake 
City will be headquarters for No. 4. 
District No. 1 includes Boulder, 
Longmont, Loveland, and Fort Col- 
lins, Colo.; and Rawlins, Cheyenne, 


Rock Springs, Kemmerer and 
Sheridan, Wyo.; Dist. 2 takes in 
Denver and Sterling, Colo.; and 


Sidney, North Platte, McCook, and 
Alliance, Neb.; Dist. 3, La. Junta, 
Canon City, Florence, Delta, Mont- 
rose, Durango, Trinidad and Wal- 
senburg, Colo., and. Las Vegas and 
Las Cruces, N. M.; Dist. 4, Butte, 
Lewiston, Missoula, Great Falls and 
Billings, Mont., and Idaho Falls, 
and Pocatello, Idaho. 

William Agren will book district 
No. 1 and the Denver houses; Joe 
H. Dekker will book the rest of No. 
2 and all of 3, and Wm. Dollison 
will book No. 4 George Frantz is 
in charge of the purchasing and ad 
sales department at the division of- 
fice, 

Joe Haney has been moved from 
the Egyptian, Denver, to the Kiva, 
Durango, as manager. Chet Lewel- 
lyn is now managing the Egyptian. 
A newcomer to Fox. 


Flexible Scale 








(Continued from page 31) 


a poll of distribution sentiment 
will show that from the standpoint 
of major companies, at least, the 
greater part of the program is 
adopted, 

Steffes? 


The hitch is not expected to come 
so much from distributors as from 
the exhibitors. There is a fear, 
roundly expressed this week, that 
Al Steffes, Allied Exhibitor chief- 
tain who has not actively partici- 
pated in the confabs, may put 
thumbs down. Anticipating any 
such action the main conferees are 
prepared to go ahead without Allied, 
if necessary, figuring that now at 
the most it represents little over 
1,000 houses and that if it refuses 
to follow constructive thought and 





which may be one fault. At the 
present house is reconciled to sell- 
ing picture 95% and stage show 
getting balance. Last week was 4 
bit encouraging with ‘Once in a 
Lifetime’ (Fox) getting $18,000, 
highest gross in months. 

Albee (2,500; 25-36-50-75-85), ‘Air 
Mail’ (RKO) and circus on stage. 
Poor $21,000. Good kid patronage 
over weekend but that’s all. Last 
week ‘All American’ (U) bad at 
$17,400. 

Metropolitan (3,000; 25-35-50-65- 
75), ‘Rain’ (UA) with Paul Ash and 
band heading vaude with Lita Grey 
Chaplin. Nothing to rave about at 
$23,000. Last week ‘Red Dust’ 
(M-G) swell at $36,700. 

Strand (2,500; 25-35-50-65), ‘Three 
on a Match’ (WB). Quiet and will 
be lucky to get $15,000. Last week 
‘They Call It Sin’ (WB) a bad $13,- 
000. 


‘Fugitive’ Looks Best 
In N. O. with $14,000. 


New Orleans, Nov. 14. 

Light fare this week with ‘Fugi- 
tive’. box office standout. Saenger 
making bid with George Raft in 
person, but returns not so hotcha. 
Chatterton-Brent combo at the 
Strand disappointing as a magnet 
in ‘The Crash.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (3,000; 60)—‘Fugi- 
tive’ (WB). Not a ‘Scarface,’ but 
leading the town easily at $14,000. 
Last week “Tiger Shark’ (WB) did 
$10,000. 

Saenger (3,400; 25-35-50) — ‘Too 
Busy to Work’ (Fox). Rogers not 
hitting ‘em nor is George Raft in 
person attracting as expected, 
which means house will get only 
$10,000. Last week ‘Trouble in Par- 
adise’ (Par) to terrible $7,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35- 
50)—Bill of Divorcement’ (RKO). 
Not bringing in the fans, only $9,- 
000. Last week ‘All American’ (U) 
helped by Moran and Mack and 
Peaches Brown in person to $13,000. 

Strand (1,800; 50) —‘The Crash’ 
(FN). Chatterton vogue ended here; 
only $3,000. Last week Arliss in 
‘Successful Calamity’ (WB) drew 
$2,600. 

Tudor (800; 35)—‘Kongo’ (M-G). 
About $2,000. Last week ‘Payment 
Deferred’ (M-G) to $1,700. 

St. Charles (1,200; 25)—‘Night 
Mayor’ (Col). Should get $1,500. 
Last week ‘Last Mile’ to $1,100. 














Fox W6 Rocky Mountain Cirewk, 
i stricts 


Watching Quittner 


TrestSait 





Refused by 





Boosting Owl 





Hollywood, Nov. 14 

Columbia has a story orig- 
inally wrapped around oil flelds 
and wells. Then a plot was 
switched to include a refinery 
background. 

Now they’ve inserted a serv- 
ice station sequence, 











practice, then it is time for the in- 
dustry to take its own stand, 

Aside from the Allied status the 
MPTOA and that organization have 
definitely slated mass meetings for 
Chicago: and New York City late 
this month and Dec. 1, Unless the 
wrench -is ‘thrown into the works 
between now and then by Allied the 
subject, instead of featuring Fed- 
eral regulation of the industry as 
was the original intent, will confine 
its discussion and disposition to the 
new platform, 

Should. Allied balk there is in the 
wind, and partly materialized 
judging from the MPTOA’s vast in- 
roads into Allied ranks, a move to 
establish one national organization 
of exhibitors. 

Politically the Will Hays stand by 
Kent is not without significance. 
Although not publicized, it is known 
that Hays as an individual has 
backed Kent from the start and 
that the pressure of his own organ- 
ization is being brought to bear 
upon his entire membership. 

Other strategy in the set-up is 
seen in the fact that if only four 
major companies adopt the plat- 
form, or only its contract and 
arbitration planks, exhibitors will 
be provided with a wedge by which 
they may steam-roller other com- 
panies into line, and incidentally, 
the Kent-Hays team will be pro- 
vided a lever to use in their own 
stronghold. 

The Flexible Scale 

The flexible admissions scale, as 
detailed in the present draft, now 
would affect every theatre in the 
country having a minimum admis- 
sion of less than 25c. Houses un- 
der that would have to raise their 
cheapest seat to a quarter during 
all shows of a picture designated in 
the contract by a distributor as a 
‘special.’ 

From all angles flexibility can- 
not lose, according to calculations. 
Proponents take as an example a 
house that realizes $1,000 for three 
days of a picture now played at 20c 
minimum, By extending the run- 
ning time a fourth day and raising 
that minimum scale just a nickel, 
the mathematicians are certain that, 
even if the patronage during the 
four days were cut in half, the 
house would do $1,400, or show a 
40% increase over the old gross. 

One point which has semblance 
of a general exclusive touch is that 
the exhibitor who refuses to come 
up to a quarter for the good prod- 
uct will never be allowed to show 
it. At the same time that exhibitor 
is granted the distributor conces- 
sion, according to advices, by the 
fact that he can break up the com- 
pany’s picture block and take only 
the program pictures. Exhibitor 
feaders see in this a chance to dif- 
ferentiate picture classes. 

Lightman’s. Comment 

The flex scale yet has consider- 
able work to be turned its way be- 
fore it will. be ready for practical 
application, it is conceded by, both 
sides. In connection with it M. A. 
Lightman, MPTOA head, who has 
worked close to Kent during its 
drafting, stated yesterday: 

‘Within less than three years over 
60% of the industry’s revenue will 
be derived from about 52 outstand- 
ing features. This will be true re- 
gardless of whether program pro- 
duction is increased or decreased.’ 

Enforcement of the uniform con- 
tract is of particular interest to dis- 
tribs. It is certain that if this 
week's canvass convinces them they 
can force exhibs to meet contract 
terms, without the immediate neces- 
sity of going to court as has been 
the costly practice since the Fed- 
eral decree two years ago, the uni- 
form contract plank, providing 
there is no collusive taint, will meet 
with the endorsement of their ma- 
jority. 

The suggested arbitration set-up, 
tentatively referred to as a concilia- 
tions board of industry’s supreme 
court, is similar in many funda- 
| mental respects to the old, except 
| that there is an appeals board which 
' would be retained permanently. 





Par Reported Having Five-Year Franchise 


Suing Exhib 


A hitherto unknown five-year 
franchise on Paramount product, of. 
fered Edward Quittner at terms 
which apparently were satisfactory 
though Quittner never signed, wil] 
figure in the Quittner suit of $5,. 
200,000 against Par, the Hays’ of. 
fice, and individuals, it is said. First 
hearing on the action which sub. 
stantially alleges Par-Publix drove 
Quittner out of business in Middle. 
town, N. Y. was held yesterday 
(14) in U. S&S. Federal Court, New 
York, 


Five-year franchise was nego. 








tiated with Quittner prior to P-P'’g 
plans to build a first run house in 
opposition to Quittner’s. It’s un- 
derstood both sides had agréed on 
terms and conditions of the fran- 
chise, but Quittner finally changed 
his mind, whereupon Par decided 
to build its own theatre. 


Failure to eventually close on the 
deal with Quittner, it is hinted, will 
become a major point in Par’s de- 
fense, 

Interest nationally centers on the 
Quittner litigation. Suit may drag 
for some time, Before time could be 
obtained on the federal court cale 
endar, court was promised that ar« 
gument by both sides would be lim- 
ited to two weeks. If not kept 
within those bounds, further heare 
ings would not be held until a year 
from now, it is said. 

Arthur Butler Graham, New York 
attorney, is of counsel for Quittner, 
himself a lawyer. 





Youngstown’s Strike Over 


Youngstown, O., Nov. 14. 

Difficulties here between motion 
picture operators and theatre man- 
agers were ended when the patrol- 
ling union pickets were withdrawn. 

Operators are to receive $70 a 
week instead of $85 formerly paid 
them, local managers state, 








Golden State Getting 
Radio Subsequent Runs 


Los Angeles, Nov. 14. 
Harry Cohen, western sales mane 


Francisco closing with the Golden 
State circuit for subsequent runs 
on new product. 

RKO has the first run for its 
Golden Gate and Orpheum, and 
second run has been split between 
the F-WC El Capitan and the 
Nasser neighborhood houses, 





AKRON IN DREAD 


Bombing of Nabe Indie Starts Po« 
lice Into Action 








Akron, O., Nov. 14, 

All Akron neighborhood picture 
theatres are under the surveillance 
of police, and detectives are pre- 
pared to cope with an outbreak 
aimed at small theatres whose man- 
agers do not employ union picture 
machine operators, 

The warning was inspired by the 
bombing early Friday of the Palace, 
neighborhood film house, and one of 
the two small theatres managed by 
F. C. Buben.’ A bomb was tossed 
into the entrance about 2 a. m, the 
blast shaking store ‘fronts for a 
block. 

Buben told police he had received 
several mysterious phone calls in 
recent days but said no actual 
threats had been made. The Pal- 
ace was entered recently by prowi- 
ers and the motion picture eauip- 
ment damaged. 

Police believe the bomb was 
meant as a warning to operators of 
the theatre that recently cut prices 





Feinstein’s L. A. Office 


Los Angeles, Novy. 7. 
Sam Feinstein, former Radio ex- 
change manager in Salt Lake, has 
opened offices here for distribution 
of the ‘Freiberg Passion Play.’ 
He has the rights for Southern 
California, 
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NBC Wants Harold Kemp for 
Artist Bureau; May Be First 
League Booker in Radio 





Harold Kemp, Warner stage 
booking head, may be the first im- 
portant vaudeville executives to go 
over to the new field of radio. Ne- 
gotiations by the NBC to bring 
Kemp over to its Artists’ Bureau 
are expected this week. 

Kemp will take charge of the net- 
work’s popular entertainment book- 
ings, which means everything outside 
the concert field, and come directly 
under George Engles in authority. 
That will place him over Ed Scheu- 
ing, Mort Millman, Chester Stratton 
and the other NBC bookers and tal- 
ent sellers. 

Tf and when transferring to NBC, 
Kemp will bring with him 20 years 
of vaudeville booking experience. 
That experience has heretofore been 
missing from the artist bureaus of 
beth major networks. 

Kemp has been in the Warner 
beoking office since its formation 
four years ago, and succeeded Wal- 
ter Myers as booking head about a 
year and a half avo. Previously he 
booked the Stanley circuit and be- 
fore that was on the Keith and 
Proctor vaudeville books. 

In the several booking deals WB 
has discussed with other circuits, 
Kemp was mentioned as head of 
the combined booking offices. 

At NBC it was reported the en- 
gagement of Kemp will be an- 
nounced when set at the end of this 
week. 


MOTHER SUES DAUGHTERS 
Dutton Sisters Arrested for Lar- 
ceny—‘Stole’ Costumes 

Chicago, Nov. 14. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Bramley, mother 
of the Dutton Sisters, well known in 
¢lub booking circles here, has had 
her two daughters arrested on 
eharges of larceny. Case comes up 
before Judge Haddon on Nov. 18. 

Girls are now married and over 21 
and the alleged larceny occurred 
when they came to their mother’s 
home and took away costumes that 
they claim belonged to them by 
right of having earned the money 
that paid for them. Mother as- 
gesses costumes and a mysterious 
‘envelope containing rent money’ at 
$553. 

Case is an outgrowth of the girls 
leaving their mother’s management. 
One of the daughters, now Ruth 
Kelly, is an expectant mother. Her 
doctor posted bond for bail. Other 
daughter is now Bernice Kuntz. 


Sie Mahoney to Reno 


Mrs. Will 
fone to Reno. 

Some weeks ago the comedian 
inserted an ad in the N. Y. “Times’ 
abjuring responsibility for his wife’s 
debts, having left his bed and board. 








(Sue) Mahoney has 





Baerwitz at Metro 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

Sam Baerwitz, former Loew agent 
Who arrived last week, started to 
work in Metro’s short department 
today (14). 

Baerwitz, nephew of Nick Schenck, 
ts under Jack Cummings, nephew of 
Louts B. Mayer. 





Prof. Ted Shawn 


Springfield, Mass., Nov. 14. 

Ted Shawn, partner of Ruth St. 
Denis, has been appointed dancing 
instructor at Springfield college to 
conduct courses for men. 

Course will be open to freshmen, 
s0phomores and selected groups of 
€raduates. 





Goodwin With Wager 
Los Angeles, Nov. 14. 


CASEY NOT WIRING 


Somebody On Coast Using His 
Name On Wires to Acts 








Los Angeles, Nov. 14, 


Someone along the Coast has been 
using the name of Pat Casey, send- 
ing prepaid wires to vaudeville acts 
offering time in the east. 

Reported by Casey from New 
York that he has sent no such wires, 
that he has no time to offer and 
that his signature to any such 
wires is fictitious. 

As far as investigation shows, the 
wires seem to have been sent from 
telegraph offices on the Coast. Ac- 
tors are overlooking that when see- 
ing the signature. 


ACTS SUFFER 
IF MIKE-LESS 





Ruling put into effect by the 
| stage hands’ union prohibits two ra- 
dio acts on the same vaude bill, even 
if they come booked through the 
same office, to use a single electri- 
cian for the house loud speaker set- 
ups. A regulation demands that 
each act carry its own electrician, 
with the latter pegged at $100 a 
week, whether working in New York 
or on the road with the attraction. 
Salary item has resulted in sev- 
eral radio acts recently making 
their stage appearances without 
mikes, and doing so, the network 
booking office admit, to their own 
detriment. Because of these ex- 
periences, the CBS Artists Service 
will not route one of its acts into a 
theatre unless the ether turn is 
equipped with a p. a. system. 
Instance of two acts spotted on 
the same bill out of one booking 
office and required each to retain an 
electrician occurred at Loew’s Par- 
adise, Bronx, last week. Both Jac- 
ques Renard’s orchestra and Reis 
and Dunn were agented by CBS. 


FOREIGN STAGE ACT 
PICKS POCKETS FOR PAY 


RKO’s latest importation for 
American vaudeville is Giovanni, 
whose specialty is a demonstration 
of the art of picking pockets. He 
gets $400 a week over here. One 
of the 12 acts engaged by Martin 
Beck during the RKO booking 
head’s European talent hunt last 
spring, he arrived in New York last 
week to play the six weeks RKO 
guaranteed. 

Giovanni works on members of 
the audience, going through their 
pockets and removing jewelry or 
other articles not chained down. 


Richy Craig Writing 


Richy Craig, Jr., who will stop 
acting to become a writer, leaves 
for Hollywood Dec. 15 on a one- 
picture assignment from  Para- 
mount. He’ll scribble the dialog 
for the Marx Bros. next talker. 

Prior to leaving New York Craig 
will write some material for the 
Marxes’ forthcoming radio broad- 
casts. He was agented for both 
deals by Charlie Morrison. 














PENNY ON FLOOR 


New Orleans, Nov. 14, 





Ann Pennington is opening at} 


| Suburban Gardens, night club, for | 


M. ‘Shubert’ Goodwin is now as- | two weeks. 


sociated with the Al Wager agency | 
&S an artist’s rep. 


‘city. 


First appearance of Penny in this 
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One Central Office Proposed 
—Circuits’ Bookers Un- 
der Single Head—Salary 
Control Chief Objective— 


45 Weeks of Combined 
Playing Time 


FAVORABLY REGARDED 





Believing it ie the one certain 
means to controlling salaries for 
names and acts in the vaudeville 
and picture houses, Loew, RKO, 
Warners and Publix are consider- 
ing the establishment of a single 
clearing house for all stage book- 
ings and doing away with their own 
present individual booking offices. 
If it goes through the solo bureau 
will be mutually participated in 
and suprorted by all the circuits 
under the name of United Booking 
Office or something similar. Com- 
bined playing time would be about 
45 weeks. 


Booking and theatre operating 
heads of the four chains have been 
conferring on this plan for the past 
week. Yesterday (14), it appeared 
the proposition was nearly set as 
to detail, with the identity of an 
office head the only important un- 
settled angle. Reports are that Ed 
Schiller of Loew’s may go into that 
post. 

Under the proposed plan the par- 
ticipating circuits would retain in- 
dividual bookers for their own the- 
atres and continue to set their own 
policies and type of shows, but 
would have to agree on standard- 
ization of all salaries as set in the 
clearing house. 

Commissions 


With 45 weeks on the combined 
book and commissions possible 
therefrom, it is believed the central 
office could be self-supporting. At 
the present time and with the few 
theatres they now book, none of the 
individual exchanges is paying for 
itself. Up to last year all were 
showing a profit over office over- 
head on the customary basis of 5% 
on all bookings for maintenance. 

With one possible exception, the 
bookings and operating heads of the 
four major variety circuits are in 
sympathy with the idea and believe 
it is workable despite contradic- 
tory precedent. Although the sal- 
ary cutting is the real objective, 
the contention is that an amal- 
gamated booking office would ben- 
efit vaudeville generally in cen- 
tralizing the sources of bookings 
and affording acts more consecutive 
engagements. This assumption, 
however, has been doubted many 
tmes by numerous vaudeville ex- 
ecutives in the past. 

That present conditions add to 
the practicability of the plan is 
claimed to have foundation in the 
success thus far of a working 
agreement between Warners and 
Loew for their two variety the- 
atres in Washington, D. C. The 
two theatres under a salary agree- 
ment that is yet to be violated, 
have for several weeks been alter- 
nating headliners. If the Warner 
house lands a desirable name one 
week, Loew gets the next name 
that comes along. 

Still a Salary Agreement 

In the past such agreements 
have been broken by _ disputes, 
usually occurring when both par- 
ties were stuck for a headliner in | 
the same week and only one is} 
available. } 

| 
| 


Meanwhile, and until the central | 
booking office is set one way or the | 
individual circuit book- 
ing offices are continuing their 
agreement on salaries for names. 
This attempt to cut allegedly top- | 


other, the 





heavy salaries down to what the 
bookers regard as normalcy, is 
meeting with few squawks from the 
agents in general. The agents fig- | 
ure more balance in the salary may 
lead to more vaudeville, count- 
jing on theatres that can’t afford! 
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MARRIED ON STAGE 


Barbara Berryman and Samuel Sin- 
doni Hitched After Show 








Williamsport, Pa., Nov. 14. 


Barbara Berryman and Samuel 
Sindoni, of the trio of Bhebe, Bruce 
and Diane, with the Lew Van ‘Frol- 
ics of 1932,’ were married on the 
stage of Publix Capitol here, Fri- 
day night (11). The attendants 
were members of the company. 


Miss Berryman’s stage name is 
Babs Bhebe. She has been part- 
nered for four years with Sindoni, a 
former circus performer. 


1514 WKS, LEFT IN 
RKO BY NOV. END 


RKO will drop the vaudeville in 
Columbus Nov. 19 and Schenectady 
Nov. 26, both houses going straight 
petures. Columbus is a full week, 
and Schenectady a split. 

With the Palace, New York, go- 
ing straight pictures after this 
week, and Paterson on the way out 
under an RKO-Warner agreement, 
RKO’s vaudeville book will be down 
to 15% weeks by the end of this 
month. 


‘SALLY’ ROAD SHOW 
OPENS WITH 2 WKS. 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

Road show tour of Fanchon & 
Marco’s ‘Sally’ unit to fill in the 
open time between Vancouver, 
B. C., and Madison, Wis., got under 
way Saturday (12) with a two-day 
stand at the Rainbow, Great Falls, 
Mont. M. D. (Doc) Howe, F&M 
booker, has set in two weeks of the 
spot bookings and expects to fill in 
one or two more weeks on the way 
east. 

Musical tab’s dates, all booked on 
straight percentage, are; Marlow, 
Helena, Mont., 14; Fox, Butte, 15- 
16; Judith, Lewistown, Mont., 17; 
Fox, Billings, Mont., 18; Lincoln, 
Cheyenne, Wyo., 19; week of 20th, 
Broadway, Denver. 

‘Whoopee’ unit is spot-booked into 
the Senator, Sacramento, Nov. 11- 
13, breaking jump between Oakland 
and Portland. Other one and two 
night bookings ncw being worked 
out around Portland and Seattle, 
with possibility of this unit follow- 
ing ‘Sally’ in the Montana towns 
which are just being opened up aft- 
er many months without stage 
shows. 

Al Butler goes out in advance of 
the ‘Sally’ unit, with Charles Salis- 
bury continuing as company man- 
ager. 


Stage Vets Organize 
Now and Then Club 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 




















Old-timers of legit and vaude 
who have been dining and chinning 
monthly at Joe Carruthers cafe or- 


Eddie Dowling Throws Up $3,500 
Wkly Stage Salary—Quits Shows 
For Politics or Radio Network? 





Chicago, Nov. 14. 

Eddie Dowling, a stage and screen 
attraction, retired from both when 
he wound up his week at the RKO 
Palace theatre Friday (11). With 
his abandonment of the stage Dowl- 
ing steps away from the $3,500 a 
week salary he has been earning as 
a variety headliner. 

Common impression is that Dowl- 
ing may mix in politics hereafter, 
It is said contrary wise, however, 
that Dowling has the air bug. He 
was the m. c. for the late Flo Zieg- 
feld hour and that is reported to 
have given Dowling an insight on 
the possibilities of radio from the 
business angle. The Ziegfeld hour 
brought the participants in it over 
the ether $5,000 for each 60 min- 
utes. Accordingly there is a re- 
port Dowling may concern himself 
on the air end possibility of gather- 
ing stations under his control, if 
not actually proceeding to form a 
third network. 

Stands Well 

Were Dowling to go in for pol- 
itics from the stories out here he 
would be quite apt to find a situa- 
tion already made for him. Dowling 
is said to stand very high in the 
President-elect Roosevelt councils. 
He was one of the five pre-conven- 
tion guarantors of the Roosevelt 
campaign expenses and worked for 
Roosevelt throughout the conven- 
tion, as he did tater through the 
National Democratic Headquarters 
in New Yotk. 

Dowling is said to have been also 
an extraordinarily liberal contrib- 
utor to the Roosevelt campaign 
fund following the convention. In 
all the weeks of his work on the 
stage since Roosevelt was nomi- 
nated. Dowling is said to have 
taken his salary each of those 
weeks and turned it over to the 
National Committee. 

Four years ago in a similar way 
although without as much cash at 
that time, Dowling was just as ar- 
dent a supporter of Al Smith, be- 
fore and after he was nominated 
for defeat. 

Dowling in his present situation 
stands unique among all the actors 
for all time in the American show 
business. 


ORIENTAL’S NAMES 


Taylor-Raft Follow Brice-Etting, 
Merman, Morgan Offered 











Chicago, Nov. 14. 

George Raft and Estelle Taylor 
play the Oriental next week (18), 
as the second name bill in com- 
bination with Ed Lowry’s arrival as 
stage general. Fannie Brice is cur- 
rent, 

Sequence of headliners for the 
Oriental has not been set but nego- 
tiations are on with Ruth Etting, 
Frisco, Ethel Merman, Helen Mor- 
gan. Chicago will get Al Jolson 
New Year’s week, while Maurice 
Chevalier, Martinelli, Tito Schipa 
are in prospect. 

Currently two Fanchon & Marco 
units are playing B&K neighbor- 
hood deluxers, but none are in the 
loop. 





WHITE, AGNEW SEPARATE 


Thelma White and Bobby Agnew 
are both travelling 3,000 miles, but 





ganized last week, and in main- 
taining a historical flavor, they are 
calling the club Now and Then,/} 


|after the daily comment in the ‘Ex- | 





aminer’ by Otheman Stevens. | 
Organization was formed at Billy | 
| Sharpes’ ranch in North Hollywood. 
| Active members include Harry Eng- | 
lish, Dick Carle, Freddie Bowers, 
| Dick Staley, Tom Nawn and Sam} 
Kreider. 
— wo a” } 
the presently high figures. Their 
idea is that less $5,000-and-over- 
|salary acts may mean more work 
for moderately salaried turns and 
more time available for the latter. 


to separate destinations and in op- 
posite directions. Both were part- 
ners in vaude until Miss White 
sailed Nov. 11 to open at the Mont- 
martre (old Chez Florida), in Paris, 


booked by the William Morris of- 
fice. 

Agnew bought a car in New York 
and is headed back to Hollywood, 


Jackson Around Again 
Jackson is back on the RKO 
floor in New York after 
six and a half weeks at Beth Israel 
hospital. 
He underwent treatment for neue 
ritis, 
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Act Retains Goodman to ry RKO 





Pearce and Velie Allege $1,800 Due for 








Unfilled Contract 
—— + 

Maurice Goodman, former chief Publix After Better 
counsel for the Keith-Albee (RIO) | rs ° li 
interests and now in private law) Union Deal in Minne. 
practice in New York, has been re-| netermined on playing stage 
tained by Nayan Pearce and Jay shows in Minneapolis, Publix will 
Velie in an attempt to collect $1,800). ,5en negotiations this week with 
which the team claims is due from) +). stage hands in that key. Harry 
the RKO booking office. 'Sherman, Publix labor director, 

Prior to engaging Goodman 0) loves today (Tuesday) for Minne- 
represent them, Pearce and Velie/,\o115 with John P. Nick, I.A.T.S.E. 
sought to negotiate their own set- | necial representative, to confer 
tlement, but were pot successful. | again with the union, which had 
The entrance of Goodman in the | sreviously insisted on more men to 
case is reported as preparatory to handle F.&M. shows than RKO em- 
court action in the event a settle- ploys for vaude 
ment is not reached meanwhile. on poi santos ashen a oe 

if the case reaches court it will tenance men at the State, where 
be the first to have done so. The Publix would play F&M units, was 
other ‘obligation acts’ have been to become effective Thursday (10), 
trying to collect privately through but at the request of the IA., Pub- 
their own RKO agents. RKO’s total lix is keeping two men at the house 
obligations to acts for canceled until Nov. 17 at least. 
bookings, etc., are estimated to ex- 7: ee 
ceed $200,000 at present, with the 
list steadily mounting as more of Cantor sia adil Is Cuild 


the circuit's theatres drop vaude- 
ville. 


Shows Back in Denver? 


Denver, Nov. 14. 

Stage shows nu -y come back to 
the Denver and Orpheum theatres 
as ~ result of meets over the com- 
ing week-end. 

Stage hands and union execs will 
sit in on the talks with theatre man- 
agers. 











F-M Resumes Production 


: Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
First Fanchon & Marco unit to go 
in production here in four weeks 
is ‘Hot House.’ Larry Ceballos 
staging. 
No principals set. 





F&M Designers East 
Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Bonnie Cashin and Helen Rose, 
Fanchon & Marco’s costume de- 
signers, left for New York Nov. 8. 
Will glim the shows and vacation 
around, returning next week. 





s 
g 


HARRY WCRULL 


Managing Director 


EMPIRE THEATRE 
Leicester Square LONDON, ENG 


ROAD SHOW ENGAGEMENT 


of GRAND HOTEL at 
LONDON PALACE 


QZ=— némor 














Eddie Cantor has accepted the 
presidency of the Jewish Theatrical 
Guild, vacated by the death of 
William Morris. His term will last 
until the annual June election. 

George Jessel, second vice-pres- 
ident of the Guild, succeeds Cantor 
as first v.p. 


- eae 





Collins-Megley Team 


Ted Collins and Macklin Megley 
are forming a New York agency 
partnership mostly for radio book- 
ings. 

Collins is Kate Smith’s manager 
and Megley a vaudeville producer 
and former head of the RKO pro- 
duction department. 


Lauder’s Nephew Dies 


Los Angeles, Nov. 14. 
James Lauder, 31, nephew of 
Harry Lauder, died here Nov. 11. 
He was a Canadian war veteran 
and son of Matt Lauder, brother 
of Harry Lauder. 


MONTEREY’S SPLIT 


Los Angeles, Nov. 14. 
Because of demand for stage en- 
tertainment the Edwards circuit 
(indie) will install a split week of 
vaude at its Monterey, Monterey 
Park (suburb) to replace the pres- 
ent one day policy. 

Al Wager has 








taken over the 





booking. 


| Foster and Fischer Leave | 
For Home eee 


Harry Foster of the Foster agenc y| 
in London and@ Clifford C. Fischer 
of the Henry Lartigue-William 
Morris office in Paris sailed back 





jointly last week for their respec- 
tive capitals after looking over the 
American talent field. 

Both booked acts for London and 


On Outside Disputes 


Biz was light with the RKO 
agents’ association last week. Arbi- 

Foster sees in the Ostrer control) tpation board settled only two dis- 
of Moss Empires a fortuitous break putes, referred a third to the V. M 
for the acts as it'll mean the book- A. and granted two floor permits. 
ing of the big Palladium shows in- Phil Bloom's franchise was auto- 
tact into the provinces. matically okayed by the _ board, 


Martin Beck having granted it. 
Tommy Reilly, former assistant 
EVEN MIKE SHEA booker, was given permission to 


associate himself with the Harry 
Even Mike Shea is giving in. The 


Norwood office. 

Kramer and Hamilton's request 
for release from Max Tishman was 
denied, while request by Joseph 
Blank and Co. for release from Louis 
Spielman was granted. 

Harry DeMuth’s claim against 
Wayne Christy was referred to the 
Vv. M. A. board ruling it has no 
jurisdiction over ‘bookings outside 
RKO. 

veteran upstate New York show- 
man has notified the RKO booking 
office to cancel the vaudeville for 
his Hippodrome, Buffalo, after next 
week. 

Excepting his usual closings in 
hot weather, it will be the first time 
Shea has been without vaudeville 
in at least one of his theatres at 
any time. He is the last old time 
variety showman still active. 

Shea recently celebrated his 50th 
anniversary in the show business, 
along with his 7ist birthday. He 
ig the only independent manager to 
have retained his independence, re- 
fusing to sell out to any circuit. 

Ever since anyone can remember 
Shea has been in the habit of com- 
ing to New York every couple of 
weeks to personally supervise the 
booking of his shows, refusing to 
concede any booking office the right 
to a final say on his programs. He 
booked pictures the same way. 

Last week’s trip was Mike Shea’s 


the Continent, particularly for the 
winter season at Monte Carlo and 
other Mediterranean resorts. 




















O’Neill Revue Out 


San Francisco, Nov. 14 
Dropping of Peggy O'Neill’s re- 
vue by Fox's Warfield and El Cap- 
itan here leaves RKO’s Golden Gate 
the only full week north of Los An- 
geles, excepting F&M’s ‘Idea’ route. 
‘Ideas’ are now in the Warfield. 
Miss O'Neill left for New York. 





RENARD’S 6 FOR LOEW 

Jacques Renard radio unit, made 
up in addition to the Renard band 
of the Do-Re-Mi girl harmony trio 
and the Eton Boys, has been 
booked by CBS for Loew’s State, 
New York, next week (18). 

Five other Loew weeks have been 
set, starting Dec. 2. These are the 
‘Metropolitan, Brooklyn, Valencia, 
Jamaica, Loew's, Washington, Cen- 
tury, Baltimore and Loew’s Jersey 
City. 





ll 


Bum Song and Dance Acts Become 
Of Value in Semi-Pro ‘Amateur Nites 


'Agents’ Ass’n Pass Buck | About 45 circuit-owned and inde- 





|pendent neighborhood theatres in 
and around New York are now 
playing semi-pro stage shows one 
or two nights a week, booking on a 
regular basis and billing them as 
amateur shows. RKO, Publix, Wapn.- 
ners and Skouras are the circuits 
using the shows. Dave Stern books 
most of them, including the indies. 

The bills, usually comprising 10 
acts, are composed of about five 
professional ‘amateurs’ and the 
same number of real amateurs of 
the local stage-struck type. They 
cost the theatres around $40, in- 
cluding cash prizes for the winners 
and a salary for a piano player. 

Latter plays all the necessary ac- 
companiments. No orchestra is 
needed. With no scenery used and 
everything taking place out in ‘one,’ 
stage hands aren’t required either. 

While the amateurs are included 
to uphold the billing, the real laughs 
come from the pros posing as simon- 
pures. Instead of striving for per- 
fection, the idea is to be as terrible 
as possible. Some have developed 
tum singing and dancing into a fine 
art. 

Numerous formerly standard 
vaude turns are playing the ama- 
teur nights. They get a small guar~ 
antee besides a crack at the prizes 
and say it’s better than laying off. 

As the various theatres play the 
shows on different nights of the 
week, it’s possible for acts to work 
three consecutive weeks on the New 
York ‘amateur’ time woth no re- 
peats. 


Club Actors Seek Charter 
Chicago, Nov. 14, 
Club Artists Protective Associa« 
tion, which has been organized lo- 
cally for about three years, this 
week filed a petition for an Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor charter. 
Officers are Mike J. Kelly, presi- 
dent; Edith Carpenter, treasurers 
Ralph Seabury, secretary. 








last New York booking jaunt for 
awhile. He’s going to stick around 
Buffalo until things get better. 





F-M TEAMS WEST, CHAIN 
Hollywood, Nov. 7. 

Arthur Pat West and Dell Chain 
(formerly Chain and Archer) will 
be teamed by Fanchon & Marco in 
a new -unit going out Dec. 1. 

West just concluded a tour head- 
ing the ‘Gobs of Joy in Bermuda’ 
unit 





back for revision. 





Haley replaced Lou Holtz. 


_____ | his ‘stage’ appearances. 
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Mills-Rockwell, 


pleasure in announcing that.... 


PHIL BLOOM 


Formerly with Fanchon & Marco 
and the Radto-Keith-Orpheum Corp. 


——. eer 
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Inc., takes 


is now associated with this organization 
as Director of the Theatre Division 
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performance. 
to be really something. 

And the show is rated highly. 
or so. 


by the act’s owner, Irving Yates. 


the pair being on upwards of five 
Haley as a comic is established and now Silvers is touted 


Inside Stuff-Vaude 


Over the radio there was a rave the next night after the opening Mm 
Philly last week of ‘Take a Chance,’ 
musical that started as ‘Humpty Dumpty’ in Pittsburgh and wae brought 
The air commentator liked the show but especially 
hailed as a new team (Jack) Haley and (Sid) Silvers. " 

Silvers participated in the re-writing. 
Heretofore his work in a box as Phil Baker’s smartest stooge constituted 
Now on the apron he is ad-libbing with Haley, 


the Larry Schwab-Buddy De Sylva 


minutes several times during the 


It ia due into the Apollo within a week 





Stewart and Lash’s current week at the Palace, New York, is RKO’s 
settlement on the lawsuit filed against the booking office some time ago 
Suit was over a week owed the act by 
RKO as the result of a cancellation in Boston. RKO prevented the case 
from going to trial by offering the Palace at the same salary. 
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_VAUDE—BUR FESQUE 

















Rowland Strands 22 People Up-State 





‘Hollywood on Parade’ Unit Helped by Col- 


. lections and Police at Johnstown, N. Y. 





Arthur Rowland’s ‘Hollywood on 
Parade,’ one of the several indie 
yaude units sent out lately on small 
town percentage dates, was strand- 

in Johnstown, N. Y., last week 
efter playing three days at Smalley’s 
theatre there. Rowland was arrested 
on complaint of the actors but was 
geleased after enough funds were 
ecraped up to send the company out 
of town. 

Last to leave were four musicians 
end Ace, King and Queen, vaude 
trio. The Johnstown chief of police 
eollected $19 for them, enough to 
get them back to New York. 

Wayne Christy, RKO agent, book- 
ed the Johnstown date for the 
troupe. Show was composed of 
three acts and a band, numbering 
22 people in all. Principal act and 
pucleus of the show was a former 
Rowland turn, also known as ‘Hol- 
tywood on Parade.’ Jim and Betty 
Page and the trio were the other 
turns. 

It was alleged Rowland paid off 
the people of his own act in prefer- 
ence to the others. The Pages were 
gaid to have finally received $25, 
‘while the band went home under 
ite own power. 

Show made the trip by car at the 
yate of $40 for the trip and $3 for 
gas. The chauffeur, stranded with 
the rest, claimed he received only 

10. 

4 Ace, King and Queen, claiming to 
bave a contract with Christy, have 
filed action at the V. M. A. to col- 
lect. 


DIRT FARCES FAIL, $0 
OAKLAND GOES BURLESK 


Oakland, Oct. 14. 
The attempt to establish a Bo- 
hemia in the slums of Oakland first 
with Green Street French farces 
and last with a private adaptation 
of ‘Lysistrata,’ has fallen by the 








wayside and after three indifferent 
weeks of diaphanous gowns, the 
Moulin Rouge folded Nov. 4. Its 


next emergence may be as a Peniel 
Mission. 

Today burlesque was ushered into 
the Hippodrome with Herbert Har- 
ris, former lessee of the theatre, in 
as manager for the Goldberg inter- 
ests which have been operating 
similar shows in Los Angeles. 





Saturday Openings for 
Omaha and Kansas City 


RKO will shortly put into effect 
a Saturday opening for its spots in 
Kansas City and Omaha. The houses 
are now on a Friday opening sched- 
ule. 

Saturday opening will eliminate 
the layoff period for acts en route 
from Chicago. Due to the Friday 
Opening date in K. C. and Omaha 
acts have to take a six-day layoff 
before appearing there. 


BIG REVUE 


(EMPIRE WHEEL) 


‘Who ate up all my porridge?’ 
growled Mamma Bear. 

‘Not me,’ piped Papa Bear, duck- 
ing Mamma Bear’s mean swipe with 
a bladder by inches. 

‘And me either,’ chimed in Baby 
Bear, busy rehearsing a money- 
changing bit from memory. He 
would be a producer some day, like 
Henry Dixon. A memory was all he 
needed, 

‘Baby Bear, do you know what 

Sudrantees are for?’ asked Mamma 
Bear. 
: ‘Guarantees,’ answered Baby Bear, 
are the figures at which the cutting 
commences. You’ve got to start 
some place. There must be a start 
and finish to everything. That’s why 
burlesque salaries were born.’ 





No Kiddin’ 





Milton Berle was told last 
week that Joey Abrams was 
doing a Berle at the G. O. H., 
New York. 

Next day two lads appeared 
at the theatre asking Abrams 
to lay off the Berle material. 


4 SPLIT RKOS 
154% WKS BOOK 


Martin Beck has reshuffled the 
RKO vaudeville books again for 
more even distribution of the re- 
maining 15% weeks of playing 
time. Bill Howard gets New Or- 
leans, the last house on the Phil 
Bloom book, while Albany and Troy 
transfer from Howard to Arthur 
Will. 

George Godfrey remains the non- 
booking office head. 

Three books and bookers under 
the new set-up are: 

Bill Howard—St. Paul, 
apolis, Omaha, Kansas City, Mil- 
waukee, Chicago (Palace and 
State-Lake), Cleveland, Buffalo, 
Toronto, New Orleans. 

Arthur Willi—Albee, Brooklyn; 
Albany, Troy, Bosttdn, Providence. 

Dolf Leffler—Trenton (Capito! 
and Lincoln), Prospect, Brooklyn: 
Paterson, Elizabeth, Westwood, 
Lynbrook. 














Minne- 





Congress Must Learn 





(Continued from page 1) 


reels with an international flavor 
which is difficult, under any cen- 
tralized circumstances, to obtain 
consistently. 

Rules 


The curriculum which every legis- 
lator must learn in order to qualify 
for a reel diploma includes: 

He must read his address three 
times every time he appears before 
the camera. Sometimes, when the 
interview is in a small room and 
the camera noise works into the re- 
cording, the statement must be read 
six times. 

He cannot turn his head in a 
close-up. He cannot turn his body 
in a semi close-up. He cannot al- 
low himself a walking latitude of 
more than three feet in a long shot. 

Under no circumstances can he 
step backward or forward, or let 
his voice rise to congressional pro- 
portions. 

In New York the boys miss Jimmy 
Walker, who was for a long time on 
a newsreel par with the Prince of 
Wales and Al Smith. 


Trial Spots Ted Claire 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
As a result of his showing as 
m,. c. in the F&M unit, ‘Thaiti,’ at 
the United Artists last week, Ted 
Claire has been engaged to remain 
with the Idea for the entire tour. 
Claire, who had m. c’d in the east, 








crashing the F&M assignment. | Matter of $4,700 Claimed by Newark 
Musicians Holding Up Vaude Return 


Big Rev—Route No. 1. | 


Empire Wheel 


Week November 14 


Empire Girls—Palace, Baltimore. 


Facts and Figures—Howard, Bos- 
ton e 


Follies of Pleasure—Star, Brook- 


‘ “ , lyn, 
That,’ said Mamma Bear, sternly,|] ~ .. 2 a . ; i 
‘sounds like you've been hanging Eee See ween, Se | 
., : , | cester. 


around the stage the 
Star again, son.’ 


‘Let me ask the boy a few ques- 


entrance at 





Frivolities—Modern, Providence. 
Gaities of 1933—L. O. 


, . * . 
Kid, whee ape Bear, cutting In. Givts from Dixle—Trocadero, Phit 
burlesque?’ ‘borane ee 
‘The newest thing in burlesque,’| Girls from the Follies—Apollo 
answered Baby Bear, ‘is the blonde New York. 
soubret in ‘Big Revue.” She mixes | Laffin’ Thru—L. O. 
comedy with © stripping. Maybe | Legs and Laughter—State, Spring- 
that’s not an idea hey, Pop?’ field. 
‘What else is new in burlesque” Lid Lifters—Hudson, Union City. 
‘New Haven, New Hampshire and | Merry Whirl—Orpheum, Paterson 
Pneumonia.’ . — Nite Life in Paris—Capitol, <Al- 
I was listening to Hoover on the], 7. 
radio last night,’ said Papa Bear fewrss oie . = : s 
‘He says there's no depression.’ | Rarin’ To Go— Empire, Newark. 
‘Tfe’s nerts,’ yelped Baby Bear. Step Lively Girls—-Gayety, Wash- 
Bige.  , ington. 


Riagliag Leaves 


(Continued from page 1) 


outfit, that the two surviving Ring- 
|ling widows and Robert—the only 
jliving offspring of the brothers— 
went onto the lot and kept with 





Vaude's Allez-Oopers Turning to 


ippodrome Wrassling for Sugar 








the show wntil it went into winter | 
quarters at Sarasota, Florida. Re- 
duction in operating expense was 
ordered, although the staff re- 
mained intact. 

The Big Show (R-B-B) had a 
customary seagon’s earning power 
of $2,000,000. Last summer it was 
about one-half of that, from report, 
with the other 3 traveling circuses 
losers. 

Gumperts iw an outdoor showman 
with interests, comparable to the 
Ringlings’. He has been a close 
friend of John Ringling’s for 41 
years and has had an interest in all 


| 
| 





Everybody Hit 


Curtain ad business which, 
at one time, was good for 
$250,000 a year to Lee Lash, 
when they had contracts for 
the ad curtains in 1,700 the- 
atres, primarily vaude and 
legit, has left them only a 
comparatively handful. 

For each house it used to 
mean 33% of the total ad 
revenue, averaging $80 a week 
for eight $10 ads on the cur- 
tains, 








the Ringling shows, buying in on 





the Ringling-Barnum show last sea- 
son through the New York Investors 
Company, known as the Prudence 
Bond Company, in which Gumpertz 
is heavily concerned. The Gum- 
pertz properties include such plants 
as the Parkway baths at Brighton 
Beach and Dreamland Park, Coney 
Island, where he also owns the fa- 
mous Stauch’s Eden Musee and 
‘Ben Hur.’ 


AH in One Company 


Some years ago John Ringling 
took over the American Circus Cor- 
poration, which controlled the Sells- 
Floto, Hagenbeck-Wallace, Sparks, 
John Robinson and A. G. Barnes 
circuses. Barly this year that group 
and the Ringling-Barnum show it- 
self were joined in the parent cor- 
poretion, officially known as the 
Ringling Brothers, Barnum and 
Bailey Combined Shows. John 
Ringling, Mrs. Charles and Mrs. 
Aubrey Ringling, widow of Richard 
(son of Alf T. Ringling), each own 
30% of the stock, Gumpertz’ hold- 
ing is 10%. 

At last Friday’s session it was 
decided to call the coming season 
the Ringling Golden Jubliee, mark- 
ing the 50th year of the Ringlings 
under the big top. Plans for the 
celebration are formative. This 
week the elder Ringling and Gum- 





VAUDE BATTLE 


NOW-NO PEACE 


Warners and RKO have called 


off their non-vaudeville deal for 


Elizabeth, N. J. Both are now in- 


tent on staging a stage show battle 


instead. 

The break occurred after WB 
was reported to have discovered 
that RKO planned on going into 


a double feature film policy after 


dropping vaudeville, although the 
WB understanding was that the 
mutual agreement called for single 
films only in both theatres. 

Now Warners has decided to in- 


crease its Elizabeth vaudeville bud- 
get on the week to $1,800, as against 
the former $1,100 limit, and bill the 
town heavily. 
said to be contemplating a drop to 
40c top to fight the opposition. 


RKO, in turn, is 


Theatres involved are RKO’s 


Liberty and Warners’ Ritz, 





pertz leave for Sarasota where they 
have adjoining homes and will talk 
over next season’s alignment. There 
is little doubt that the two men are 
still closely associated nor that the 
family demanded the change. Last 
summer when it was erroneously 
reported that Ringling had a foot 
amputated, he was visiting with 
Gumpertz at Coney Island. About 
that time a great fire razed much 
of Coney’s amusement section and 
their names were coupled in plans 
for a permanent circus on the site. 
Idea was dropped because of con- 
ditions, 


Showman Remarried 


Gumpertz’ entrance into show 
business was as a theatre manager 
in St. Louis but he drew attention 
as the presenter of the Great Lafay- 
ette, one of the master illusionists 
of all time (died in a Glasgow, 
Scotland theatre fre while attempt- 
| ing to rescue a pet dog). Gum- 
|} pertz was married to Evie Stetson 
|of the world’s best known sister act 
‘of Melville and Stetson. She died 
j}about a year ago. Gumpertz re- 








'cently wed Edith I. Green, who was | property 
‘his personal secretary for 22 years.| R-B-B winter quarters are at Sar- 


They returned from the honey- | é 
| moon last week. ie 
John Ringling loat his wife about |‘ 


three years ago, he also taking a 
second wife, Mrs. Emily Buck. She 
never saw 
prior to the union with the show- 
man and doesn’t like the big top. 


a circus performance 


Gumpertz will personally contact 


all the shows under the Ringling 
banner. 
with the Barnum show last summer 
because of his foot infection and it 
is a question if he again wants ac- 
tive management of the various 
shows. 
Fred Meers as the manager of his 
Coney properties. 


John was unable to remain 


Gumpertz kas appointed 


John Ringling was rated the 


wealthiest of all showmen several 
years ago when 
he was worth $60,000,000. 
fortune has shrunk is apparent. He 
owned two railroads in the west, 
also capped oil wells, but it is un- 
derstood he was forced to drop one 
or both 
obligated to the extent of several 
millions to the Prudence company. 
John is 
millions in and about his Sarasota 


it was estimated 
That his 


rail lines and that he is 


said to have invested 30 


and water front. The 
isota, with the show’s menagerie 
yne of the sight drawing attractions 


»f the town. 








Vaude is again in doubt for New-,c 

} 
ark despite desire by chains to re- Se 
in face cf inroads by in- | 


place it 


nted by C. C. 
Major L. E 


eprese 


Loew's 


Thompson of id 


weeks’ notice clause in the contract 
was not violated. 


Moskowitz of | with New 


Newark 
is that 


resisted the 
Contention 


uits 
laim. 


salary 
the six 





dependently operated combination At the Friday meeting Warner 
houses, notably the Shubert New- | Bros.’ labor representative, Willard 
ark. | Patterson, was not present, but! 
It was all set last week between|/this is not accepted as meaning 
the major circuits and the Newark|that WEB does not intend to £0 
musicians when the matter of a! back to stage shows in Newark if 
laim by the union came up. This | others do. Sullivan for Publix 
for four weeks’ salary, alleged to|represented A. Adams of Para- 
| be due from RKO, when all Newark | mount, Newark (Publix-Skouras 
leombination houses went straight | operation) in absence from the city 
films last June, RKO is contest- | of Adams. | 
ne the laim., | While basis for a possible settle- 
A committee for the chains, | ment of contractual differences 


remains in| 
disposition of 


ark musicians 


oubt the 


pending 


RKO and John Sullivan of Publix,; claim which has cropped up, it is | 
met with a musicians’ committee aid the circuits may resist the 

by Jose ph N. Weebe r Friday demand fora separate orchestra to 
frernoon (11) at which the cir- i play supper shows, } 


_ ee 


Wrassling in the tanks is a new 


haven for numerous stage acrobats 
who can register pain. They 
grabbing themselves Russian, Polish 


are 


and other odd sounding monickers, 


joining up with grappling troupes 
that play everything from Walla- 


Walla to the Bronx. 
The vaudeville allez-oop boys are 
considered in the trade to make the 


best ring actors, since they know 
more tricks and have a keener sense 
of timing, all of which comes in 
handy on the mat, 


As everything is well rehearsed 
and all the participants more up 


on their lines than the cast of 
‘Abie’ Irish Rose’ in their fourth 
consecutive year, there are no 


chances for injuries. The work in- 
volves but one performance a night 
and is declared to be more pleasant 
than four and five daily in the pic- 
ture houses. The wrestling vogue 
now prevails all over the country, 
so the sugar isn’t bad either. 


One formerly standard acrobatic 
trio organized their own troupe of 
wrasslers and are touring the coun- 
try under their own auspices. The 
two heaviest members of the act do 
the star bout of the evening, while 
the third and lightest partner ref- 
erees all the matches, On the side 
they make their own book, quoting 
their own odds locally on then- 
selves, and strange as it may seem, 
they haven’t finished on the short 
end yet. 





Mass. Burley Malcontents 
Appeal to Pic Censors 


Worcester, Mass., Nov. 14. 

Worcester Ministers’ union this 
week adopted a resolution protest- 
ing against the Empire circuit 
burley shows at the Worcester the- 
atre, demanding that the authorities 
prohibit them, 

An immediate reply from police 
officials pointed out that their de- 
partment censors views the shows 
two or three times each week and 
orders the deletion of anything 
deemed improper, 

Then the ministers presented their 
resolution to the Board of Motion 
Picture Censorship and Theatre Re- 
view, com posed of more than 150 
citizens, who at private free-show 
exhibitions decide what films the 
rest of the population may see— 
without impairment of their morals. 
The board always has concerned 
itself exclusively with the censor- 
ship of films, leaving stage shows 
to the police. 





Jenie Sues Ethelind 


Jenie Jacobs is suing Ethelind 
Terry for $359.50 commish on a six 
weeks’ engagement of the song- 
stress in the London production of 
‘Nina Rosa.’ 





Miss Terry was set at 150 pounds 
a week but didn’t pay the booking 
agent, it is alleged. Julius Kendler 
for Miss Jacobs, 





STRAND, L. B., DROPS OUT 

Long Beach, Cal., Nov. 14. 

Strand has dropped 

favor of a straight sound 
bill policy. 

For several years house has been 

playing four acts on a split booked 


vaude in 
double 


out of the Meiklejohn office. State 
is the only house in town with 
vaude. 





BURLESQUE PLACEMENTS 


Milt Schuster, Chicago, made the 
following placements: Billy ‘Bumps’ 
Mack, Bobby Vail, George Hall, 
June Rhoads, Tanya, Violet Jordan, 
Babe Davis, Empress, Cincinnati; 
Ernie Holder, Gayety, Minneapolis; 
Nona Martin, Lou Costello, Garrick, 
St. Louis. 


Propaganda For Railroads 


Chicago, Noy. 14. 

Rimac’s Havana Rumba Orches- 
trat missed the Saturday perform- 
ances at the State-Lake. Coming 
from the east in automobiles one 
of the machines broke down near 
Toledo, 

A local act was substituted for 
one day with the Rimacs arriving 
Sunday. 
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NEW 


ACTS 











MAURICE CHEVALIER 
Songs and Talk 

25 Mins.; One 
Paramount, N. Y. 

A cinch single for any theatre 
that can afford to play and pay him, 
Chevalier upon returning from Eu- 
rope is just breaking the jump to 
Holly wood with a couple of on-and- 
offs at a reported $10,000 and per- 
centage. He’s packing them in at 
the New York Paramount this week 


and in addition to drawing them in, 
he’s entertaining them with 25 min- 
utes of high pressure songs and 
clowning. 


Even if the men had sat on their 
mitts at the performance caught, 
there would have been enough re- 
sponse from the women alone to 
satisfy anybody. 

Only Chevalier and perhaps one 
or two other singles in the show 
business could start off with five 
solid minutes of chatter, as he’s do- 
ing at the Par, and still keep them 
interested. He outlines the whole 
plot of his last talker before getting 
into the real objective, one of the 
songs. Kick of the act is Chevalier’s 
impression of Rudy Vallee and 
Willie Howard as they imitate him. 

He's working all alone before the 
drapes at the Par, dolled up in what 
looks like a new style tux with old 
style peg top trousers and under- 
neath the characteristic straw skim- 
mer, and no help is_needed. Bige., 





‘THE RED DOMINOES’ (19) 
Orchestra, Specialties 

34 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Academy, N. Y. 

Here’s a girl band act with spe- 
cialty entertainers which shapes up 
as a unit capable of substituting for 
half of average vaude bill or of tak- 
ing full charge in picture houses. 
It was ostensibly produced with this 


PAUL ASH (22) 

Band Act 

30 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Met, Brooklyn 

Here’s Paul Ash, back in vaude 
with a big stage act. It’s not only 
a big act, it’s a good act. As good 
as they come. But the question 
can't help popping out—what’'s he 
going to do with it? Where does he 
go from here? And who, these days, 
in the vaude fleld, can afford to pay 
the kind of salary an act of this 
kind must ask? 

Act consists of 19 persons in the 
band, two femme soloists and Ash 
Band is laid out nine brasses, six 
strings, double piano and drums, 
making a beautiful flash and sweet 
lineup. Whoever is responsible for 
the orchestrations comes in for a 
big bow, however, since they're al- 
most classic. Entire turn takes a 
half hour, and not a minute of that 
time lags. 

Of the soloists, a girl, Nancy 
Kelly, does well by a simple so- 
prano, and a boy, Hal Menken, al- 
most stops the show with a couple 
dance routines. His miniature stairs 
bit is the one that’s especially fine. 
Menken comes out of the band, as 
also do Si Collins, a fair-to-mid- 
dling crooner, and one other singing 
lad, a coon shouter, whose namé is 
not. mentioned.- Also there’s a col- 
ored girl who does herself proud 
with ‘St. Louis Blues.’ 

Mostly it’s straizsht musical stuff, 
with the solo bits interwoven, For 
novelty purposes there’s one of 
those things in which most members 
of the congregation do a bit about 
themselves, and a song title duet 
between Collins and Miss Kelly 
that’s cute. What musical acrobatic 
tricks are done by the bandsmen 
are done by the brass section. 

Ash. doesn’t attempt any calis- 
thenics in his baton waving, re- 





view in mind, but the Skourases 
booked it in here merely as one of! 
the usual five acts. 

On opening day down here unit | 
was doing 58. minutes which must 
have run vaude portion away over 
schedule, but Thursday night, when 
caught by ‘Variety,’ it was down to 
$4 minutes. It’s easy to see how 
the unit can pad out to 58 minutes 
if wanted. 

‘Considerable talent has been 
rounded up for the ‘Dominoes’ act, 
including the 15 girl musicians who , 
form a band combination of better 
than average merit. Unit is an all- | 
girl affair, with a young woman 
doubling in as leader and m. c.ing 
assignments, with numerous bits 
worked out with instrument han- 
dlers. 

Versatility of the girls is displayed 
not only in doubling for song and 
talking bits, but in ability to play 
more than one instrument in the 
band. 

Three specialty. people are car- 
ried, a single dancer and a comedy 
team. Latter stands out in a rou- 
tine of singing, talking and clown- 
ing, one of the girls taking numer- 
ous falls. She’s a natural for 
laughs, even if getting them prin- 
cipally by rowdy knockabovt. Sis- 
ter team’s line of lingo, well sold, 
also lands them solidly. One is in 
evening clothes, the other’ in 
pajamas, 

Single dancer, appearing up 
ahead, very good in an acrobatic 
number. Other highlights include 
wisecracks from the xylophonist and 
impersonations of radioites and 
others by various members of the 
outfit. Leader-m. c. does Ted Lewis 
herself and shows to advantage, but 
on this engagement whenever the 
girls used the mike, their work was 
slightly marred by a public address 
system which did not seem in order 
Thursday night. 

Toward the close, band turns toa 
medley of operatic overtures. Na- 
ture of the numbers selected calls 
upon the band to strain itself. An 
easier overture no doubt could be 
found to increase the effectiveness 
oe the classical try in medley fash- 

n. 





stricting himself pretty much to a 
smile and a careful maneuvering of 


| his stick. 


What Ash probably has in mind is 
radio werk, and he ought to have no 
trouble making the grade there with 
this outfit, though he'll need a 
couple stronger soloists. Certainly 
not if he can continue to reproduce 
the kind of melodie arrangements 
he has in this turn, Kauf. 


—- ~~ 


DAVE JONES and PEGGY Co. (5) 
Dancing Flash 

16 Mins.; Full (Special) 

Orpheum, N. Y. 


Dance ‘flash of more than moder- 
ate value, attractively staged and 
mounted. Dave Jones and Peggy 
Lee, formerly billing themselves as 
Jones and Lee, carry a sister team 
and a male hoofing single whose 
talents go to make up an agreeable 
act of its kind. Closed show here 
and worthy of s:milar combination 
spotting anywhere. 

Biggest momgnt in act is the stair 
dance in acrobatic fashion by the 
unbilled male single. This is in- 
serted about the middle, and Thurs- 
day night drew a smart hand. 
Jones features eccentric dancing, 
using his long legs for good effect, 
while Miss Lee figures mostly in 
buck and tap routines. Together 
they do a number, for close, which 
they did in one of the ‘Little Shows.’ 
It’s a ballroom tap double which 
crowns their dancing efforts in the 
present flash. 

Up ahead, Miss Jones figures ina 
toe number as a Quaker girl, later 
in a fast hoofing exhibition as the 
same girl after going Broadway. 
Sister team’s acrobatic dance neat 
but not gaudy, Char. 


LEWIS and MOORE 

Comedy, Dancing 

12 Mins.; One 

Academy, N. Y. 

Sammy Lewis and Patti Moore 
used to do a big act, now they’re 
just a boy and girl combo. Accord- 
ing to the files, they were funny in 
the big act; they’re not funny in 








For finish down here, apparently 
due to cut in running time, m. c. in- 
troes the band members in a line on 
a thank-you gag, then the specialty 
girls. 

A well-produced, thoroughly en- 
tertaining band flash, which down 





here was received right. Char. 
OLA LILITH (® 
Songs 
9 Mins.; One 
Palace, N. Y. 

Miss Lilith, new to vaudeville, 
sings special numbers in foreign 


tongues and English lyrics in what 
sounds like a Russian dialect. She 
acts imported but doesn’t look it, 
being a petite blonde with an Amer- 
ican manner. Outside of the looks 
and an obvious talent for character 
delineations, Miss Lilith is up 
against it for vaudeville. 

The songs are special but not 
especially good and the singer is 
always working under a handicap. 
There’s too much competish and to 
little available playing time around 
now for her grade of material to 


the current one, though they try 
hard. Miss Moore is a fine dancer, 
and Lewis can do more than plenty 
with his ankles, making it a shame 
they waste so much time trying to 
be comedians. 

Lewis is togged out in sailor cos- 
tume and the girl wears a funny 
dress with big shoes. It’s mostly 
sass talk back and forth, with little 
of the chatter landing and most of 
the action going up the flue. Plenty 
blue in a couple of spots, too. 


Kaw. 
MICKEY FEELY and MELVIN 
SISTERS (3 
Singing 


12 Mins.; One 
Orpheum, N. Y. 

Mickey Feely once did a single 
singing act that was just fair. Melvin 
Sisters was once a duo singing act 
that was a bit below fair. Now 
they're combined, and the result is 
still a singing act that's about fuir. 

Three girls harmonize pretty nice- 
ly and they all sing all right. Bui 
it’s only all right, and they don't 
sell as well as they might. Thoei: 





get by. 
Pianist, man, just accompanies. 
Bige. 


billing alone is indicative of what i 
needed—some showmanship. Kauf 


JOHNNY PERKING « teeg 
Comedy, Singing 

26 Mins.; One 

Met., Brooklyn 

Johnny Perkins, big boy from 
Chicago, has been around vaude for 
a few years now in several guises. 
Currently he has an act with just 
himself, Ruth Petty, a singer, and 
a colored lad who claims Richard 
Montgomery as a handle. 

No mistake about it, this Perkins 
boy is good, At the Met the audi- 
ence couldn’t get enough of him. 
And he's smart enough to have sur- 
rounded himself with folks who can 
sell themselves. 

Surprising for a big fellow of the 
300-pou.ad class, Perkins doesn’t 
try to get most of the laughs out 
of his avoirdupois and doesn't at 
any moment resort to falls. He 
gets his laughs from a flip tongue 
and a keen mind, At least four of 
the lines he pulled the night caught 
were built around current or local 
affairs and must have been extem- 
peraneous. If merely a twist, still 
to Perkins’ credit. 

He sings two songs, one funny, 
one sob-stuffy recitative. Both 
numbers are well sold, though there 
might have been an interlude be- 
tween the two, the transition from 
‘Two Ton Tessie’ to ‘Old Gang of 
Mine’ being a bit too fast. 

Miss Petty, with Perkins for some 
years, has a splendid audience 
voice, plus a pleasant personality. 
She handles two numbers with ab- 
solute ease and could have done 
more with the audience satisfied. 
The colored boy also has a nice 
voice, though of a trick double- 
voiced timber calling for a mike. 

It's easy next to shut in any the- 
atre that can be named, Kauf. 





LOBO 

Dog Act 

9 Mins.; One 
Academy, N. Y. 

Clarence Moore as a sax player 
with Horace Helidt’s Californians 
also did a specialty with a dog of 
his own named Lobo, It was one 
of the standard parts of the Heidt 
routine. Now here is Moore with 
a dog named Lobo doing a single 
in vaude. And no sax in sight. 
It’s not the same Lobo as orig- 
inally in the Heidt turn. That dog 
was poisoned. Current Lobo is the 
same type of German police dog 
and equally well trained. Pup is 
really quite exceptional, going 
through his paces in almost amaz- 
ing fashion, though noticeabie that 
he does all the same tricks as did 
the original Lobo. Unfortunately, 
Moore has not a pleasant stage per- 
sonality, though a clean-cut young- 
ster, which hurts the turn some. 
Despite which, a good either-ender 
for average houses, Kauy. 


GOULD and ROBEY 
Comedy, Singing 
14 Mins.; One — 
Orpheum, N. Y. 

Male comedy team depending al- 
most entirely on crossfire for re- 
sults, which are satisfactory enough 
to warrant this’ grade of time or a 
little better. Running time a little 
long. 

Most of the talk lands laughs and 
in dialect from one of the twain is 
merchandised effectively. Straight 
man works up some comedy around 
a high falsetto voice, team later go- 
ing into a clowning double for a 
close. 

Played next to shut up here and 
over nicely Friday night. Char. 


STATE, N. Y. 


Happy days at the State Friday 
when the matinee house was packed 
with those lucky enough to get an 
Armistice Day vacation on top of 
Election day. Probably any show 
would look good to those who got 
two days off in one week, but the 
State layout should look pretty fair 
the rest of the week. Goes together 
well with Larry Rich acting as m.c. 
and ntatching up the ends neatly, 
not to mention saving one act which 
needs comedy and doesn’t roll its 
own. With Rich and his flock of 
stooges pervading the entrances, 
show runs a bit over the hour, 
clocking 70 minutes the second 
afternoon show Friday. 

No big sales names in the list, 
with Ozzie Nelson and his Para- 
mount hotel orch for top honors. 
With the Palace to be a $2 house 
again, with film, State has the 
purely vaudeville end for its own, 
and does not have to work as hard. 
May be just as well for the cus- 
tomers, for it does not always fol- 
low that several big names can be 
welded into as good a show as 
lesser talent which fits tovether. 

Carr Bros, and Betty open with 
an act they have had for a long 
time. Opens with Betty in a show 
window as a bally for sales with 
the two men looking in, then a 
string of comedy handstanding with 
dead pans, a brisk dance by the girl 
and into the real stuff. Almost 
every trick caught a hand Friday, 
and many of them should register 
right along. 

Sheila Barrett deucer with her 
‘impressions’ of players, Over best 
with Zasu Pitts, whose apparently 

‘olorless personality makes, her first 
class material. Miss Barrett knows 
that the essence of impersonation is 

‘xaggeration almost to the point of 

aricature, and she works on those 

ines, getting a better hand than 
ould be accorded a more nears 








‘aithful portrayal, Sells herself 


AK. Palace Beachcomber Goes Hamlet, 
Soliloquizing on Ace Stand’s Finale 





‘Tt was 20 years ago come April, 
but it seems like yesterday,’ said 
the Old Timer as he turned his face 
skyward. It was a chilly Saturday 
morning and ‘the boys’ hadn't as yet 
congregated on the Palace Beach. 
For 20 years ‘the boys’ have been 
supplying that noted curbstone with 
hot air heat. 

‘Take a look inside today,’ the Old 
Timer went on, ‘It’s your last 
chance, boy. For never again—God- 
frey forbid—will you see a real, live, 
breathing, flesh and blood actor 
tread the ancient Palace rostrum. 
It goes pictures Thursday—straight 
pictures! 

‘Poor vaudeville,” he continued, 
making a pitiful effort at suppres- 
sing a sob. ‘It certainly has been 
kicked around. The Riverside 
passed on to pictures, but there was 
still the Palace. Wilkes-Barre and 
Scranton went off to Buffalo and 
suffalo went off the gold standard, 
but there was still the Palace. The 
route shrunk from 200 weeks to 20 
minutes, but there was still the Pal- 
ace. 

‘And now where is the Palace? 
I'm not asking you, I'm telling you— 
where is the Palace now? 


Newsreels Grow to Features 


*When they wired the Palace for 
sound five years ago they told us 
it was just for the newsreel. And 
on the 47th street curbstone, we be- 
lieved them. Little did we realize 
that that planted the seed; that 
from little newsreels feature pic- 
tures. grow. And we were given the 
works, we who had panned all the 
bad shows, praised all the good ones, 
advised them how to spot’the acts 
after every opening show—even ‘if 
they didn’t take our advice—we who 
predicted who would be out of the 
booking office next and spread the 
nets as the boys came flying out the 
window, and we who not only wrote 
the vaudeville business but rewrote 
it 365 days every year. 

‘Don't ask me to tell you all I 
know about the Palace,’ the Old 
Timer went on, ‘It would break my 
heart to talk about it. 

‘But I will say this, my boy, and 
you can quote me on it. I will say 
that it was the greatest theatre in 
the world and so it will remain in 
my memory, even if I never did play 
it myself. 

‘Ask me why I make that broad 
statement, Ask me what great acts, 
great stars have played the Palace. 
And I will mention all the acts and 
all the stars, including Sarah Bern- 
hardt, 

‘Yes, it seems like yesterday. The 
Palace opened in April, 1913. It’s 
only opposition then was Hammer- 
stein’s, which had the United Book- 
ing Office franchise. That meant 
the U. B. O. couldn’t book its own 
Palace theatre. But, my boy, if you 
were to say the U. B. O. didn’t book 
it, I will tell you that you don’t 
know your U. B. O. They slipped 


the Palace to two other fellows ang 
then they slipped Willie Hammer- 
stein some jack. Willie closed hig 
Victoria and everybody was happy 

Palace First Show, $7,200 . 

‘The opening bill at the Palace 
cost $7,200 in salaries. The actg 
were Ed Wynn, Taylor Holmes, 
Four Vanis, ‘Eternal Waltz,’ an 
European novelty; Palace Giris, 
Milton Pollack, La Nakrikoska and 
Ota Gygi. Why, today Ed Wynn 
alone gets more than that whole bill 
cost! ¥ 

‘And this week the Palace closes. 
If you ask me why, I will give you 
various reasons. I will give them 
even if you don’t ask me. 

‘First, I will blame pictures. Pic. 
tures killed vaudeville in the rest 
of the country. I will say that as 
vaudeville diminished the source of 
talent disappeared and the Palace’s 
very existence tottered. I will say 
that the Palace, with a $35,000 ca- 
pacity, was forced to compete in the 
buying of acts with other theatres 
of $75,000 capacity. I will say that 
that hurt. 

‘And I will also say that while 
pictures were creeping up like the 
turtle, vaudeville, tike the hare, went 
to sleep. I will add that when 
vaudeville woke up, the turtle had 
already stolen his fourth bow and 
gone home with the well-known 
bacon. 

‘Finally, I will state that radio 
had more than a little to do with it. 
So, you see, my boy, my reasons are 
many. I play no favorites. All I 
know and all I will tell you for pub- 
lication is that yaudeville goes out 
and pictures go in on Thursday 
next.’ 

‘But they are not crying up in the 
booking office, so why should I” 
said the Old Timer. ‘This is no age 
for sentiment. Vaudeville was a 
losing proposition, they said. No 
matter why it was a losing proposi- 
tion. It just was, that’s all, and 
there’s no other remedy they can 
think of except straight pictures. I 
have my own ideas, but why should 
I open up? The first thing I know 
Milton Berle would be using ’em in 
‘Vanities.’ 

The Old Timer could hold back 
the tears no longer. ‘Damn pictures 
and damn the radio!’ he cried, sob- 
bing like a boy. ‘And damn them 
both in spades, which means 
double.’ 

‘The Great Straight Man has 
asked his riddle, the Father of 
Comics has spoken his tag line, and 
I leave you with my memories and 
those of the Palace when the Palace 
was the Palace. I have given you 
my verss and two choruses. I take 
my six steps thusly and exit at the 
left, and with your permission I 
shall depart. I have a date.’ 

‘At your age?’ 

‘Don’t be silly. I have a date at 
12 o'clock for an audition at the 
NBC.’ Bige. 


ath 





well without the complacency which 
spoils the announcements of some 
imitators. Put in a strong eight 
minutes and several bows. 


Nelson and his band on third in- 
stead of the usual closing spot that 
senerally is allotted to bands on 
the proposition that they make good 
closers. Needed down below, but 
a better spot where placed. Band 
is well balanced and not overboard 
on saxaphones, which is a real nov- 
elty. Smooth melodies nicely paced 
for effect and even with ‘Road to 
Mandalay,’ the ‘Gunga Din’ of band 
reps., there was no blowout finish, 
but a musicianly crescendo. MHar- 
riet Hilliard on for a solo, a slight 
strut and a double with Nelson. 
Nothing startling but easy to look 
at and to listen to. Did 16 mins. 

Rich next in his own specialty 
with his loose-jointed comedy with 
stooge interruptions. By that time 
he was pretty solid with the audi- 
ence and would have done well even 
had he been less good. Nothing 
much to the turn, but he spreads it 
over evenly and keeps the laughs 
going. 

Closer was Alex Morrison, a 
crack golf player, but not much of 
a showman. Each time when 
caught he has been saved by some 
other act on the bill working in the 
comedy. This time Rich was the 
life preserver. There is not enough 
for non-golfers to Morrison's trick 
stuff to make an act by itself. Talk 
about the right way to grip a club 
is hooey to the non-fans, and few 
in a 50c house own clubs or have 
played on other than miniatures. 
They can appreciate fancy shots 
when smartly done and in sufficient 
number. Here the show would 
have closed to a dirge had not Rich 
brought on his own dancer for a 
hot number before they pulled the 
travelers. That saved it. In most 
spots Morrison is indicated as an 
opener with a hot and fast turn to 
‘ollow. 

Film fare is ‘Smilin’ Thru’ 
(.M-G-M) and the Metrotone News. 
eature probably brought the major 
vyortion in—but they liked the show, 





too. Chic. 


State, Long Beach, Cal. 


Long Beach, Nov. 7. 

Back to vaude again, after a three 
weeks’ try at straight pictures, State 
this week has a well balanced five- 
act bill, Nothing outstanding, but 
all good entertainment. 

Opener, Joy and Lazzeroni, mixed 
skating team, got the show off to a 
good start with a routine of foot-to- 
neck holds. Lewis and Garson, 
male hoke dancing pair in the deuce 
spot. Boys need a lot of practice. 
Both formerly have been teamed 
with other partners. Present mate- 
rial has been culled from their pre- 


vious acts, and is timeworn, 

California Four next, mixed quar- 
tet, sticks to ballads. Here in L. B. 
the natives go for the semi-classical 
warbling. Quartet is more for radio 
than vaude, lacking the class and 
speed necessary for present day 
stage entertainment. 

Pansey the Horse next to closing. 
Act was formerly with the Horace 
Heidt band. Two boys work the 
prop horse with a good looking girl 
working the ‘animal.’ Great com- 
edy act and could easily fit into a 
comedy two-reeler. Idea is old but 
the boys have several new gags. 
House went for it strong, holding up 
the proceedings. 

Following Pansey, Three Capitol 
B’s, adagio trio had a tough time, 
but manage to arouse enough inter- 
est to close fairly well. Girl leans 
toward comedy with the routines @ 
slight deviation from the average 
throw -and-catch trio. 

State tried to get along without 
stage shows. House has been an 
established vaudefilm theatre for 
10 years. Elimination of the acts 
showed at the b. o. so in they went 
again. Despite two previews at 
Fox-West Coast houses, the inde- 
pendently owned State was almost 
capacity at the 8 p. m. show with 





‘Life Begins’ as the main attraction. 
Pathe News clips and a cartoon 
comedy completed the bill. Call, 
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LONDON PAVILION 


London, Nov. 1. 
With one or two exceptions this 
week's bill is about the best since 
this house went continuous vaude- 


ville. Program is varied and smooth | 


running. Outstanders are 
Reilly and Billy Comfort, playing 
first English date; Condos Brothers, 
returning to vaudeville after season 
in ‘Over the Page,’ the renamed 
Murray Anderson revue, and Frak- 
son, the Spanish conjuror. 

Zohn Southern, in grabbing the 
Condos, pulled a fast one over Val 
Parnell of the Palladium and Bert 
Aza of the Leicester Square theatre. 
Both houses were dickering with 
the American hoofers, with South- 
ern jumping in quietly and signing 
them for a fortnight. Cornalla and 
Eddie are a coluple of ‘humpsti, 
dumpsti’ clowns who make a good 
opener. Eddie, the owner of the 
act, is an American who has been 
around here for years. 

‘Skeets’ Martin's act is a hodge 
podge of dialect talk, rope spinning, 
animal imitations and medley of 
old-time choruses, always a sure 
exit. 

tosie Lloyd, of the famous Lloyd 
family, in typical ‘Lloydian’ mate- 
rial, including revival of one of sis- 
ter Marie's numbers, pleases. 

“fenry Regal and Partners, re- 
placing Michaeloff troupe of Rus- 
sian whirlwinders, who are billed 
for the second week here and have 
not yet shown up, due to labor per- 
mit trouble, repeat their recent Vic- 
toria Palace success. 

Yields and Rossini, with former 
prother of the more famous Gracie, 
fiddle, talk, play violin and piano- 


_accordion and dance to fair returns. 


Nina Doria, Italian soprano, here 
long enough to have acquired fair 
English accent, is pleasing in well 
chosen repertoire. 


Condos Brothers, closing the first 
half, are the real sock, doing three 
numbers and stopping the show. 
Cabaret section brings Naunton 
Wayne, who seems to work better 
with the material on the bill. After 
the Pavilion Angeis, the Condos 
Young Ladies, trained by Frank 
Condos. Girls are making first ap- 
pearance, and after a little more 
exnerience will prove valuable. 


“‘ommy Reilly and Billy Comfort 
slipped into London quietly and im- 
mediately proved a revelation. Boys 
have the kind of personality, plus a 
couple of freaky yet pleasing voices 
that will stop most shows in Eng- 
land. Act is a cinch for this side 
and will stay here, despite barring 


clauses and other hindrances, as 
long as they wish. 
-rakson, the Spanish cigarette 


chewing conjuror, has played RKO 
a couple of seasons ago, and is first 
rate. Earl Carroll wanted him for 
his current ‘Vanities,’ but could not 
get together on the money, with 
Carroll having to take Keith Clark 
instead. 

haw and Stanton, with Billy 
Shaw, an American who has been 
here for some time, first as a chorus 
boy in Jack Buchanan and Jack 
Hulbert shows, have nothing origi- 
nal in burlesque dancing. Most of 
their material is a pinch on Moore 
and Reval, an Anglo-American act. 

Harry Roy and his RKOlians 
make an effective closer. Cost of 
bill is not more than average $4,000. 


MET., BROOKLYN 


A splendid show here currently, 
almost in spite of itself. Couple 
pretty bad snags due to choice of 
material, despite which the _ bill 
Tuns along with ease. 

On the billing most of the big 
type goes to Paul Ash and Lita Grey 
Chaplin. In the actual run-off it’s 
pretty much all Johnny Perkins. 
At any rate, it is all Johnny Per- 
kins until he vacates the stage to 
Paul Ash, and Ash has no trouble 
holding his own. 

Some doubt as to the advisability 
of booking Seiler and Wills and Les 
Gellis on the same bill. Both are 
better than average, and neither is 
strong enough to follow the other. 
Seiler and Wills draw the opening 
assignment on the current lineup, 
and the first reaction on seeing 
them is that it’s a shame to put 
them on so early, they being too 
g00d. Their dancing and acrobatics 
are almost in a class of their own. 
It was splendidly received here. 
Les Gellis, second, were their usual 
suave selves in their risley and 
dancing act, and had no trouble 
either. Probably they are the ones 
that should have opened the pro- 
eeedings, however, being a_ bit 
slower tempo (at least their opening 
Bumber is) than Seiler and Wills. 

Lita Grey Chaplin centers the 
Show and is in an unfortunate spot 
on this bill. Her half dozen songs 
were nicely received and she got a 
nice hand. But as soon as 
Petty came on in the next act 
(Johnny Perkins) it was apparent 
that Miss Chaplin was overshad- 
owed in the singing line. And Ruth 

etty’s song opens Perkins’ act. 


Tommy | 


Ruth | 


So} 


&S soon as Miss Chaplin, with her | 


bDleasant but unimportant contralto, 
is through, on romps Petty to do 
fome more femme singing and stop 
the show. Might have been a bit 
fairer from the management’s 
standpoint to ask Perkins to shove 





Miss Petty a bit further back 
his own routine. 

Perkins (New Acts) acted as m.c. 
throughout the show and had a 
swell time of it. He had the audi- 
ence with him all the way, and then 
did about 25 minutes on his own in 
the next-to-shut groove. How good 
the lad is (or is it wrong to calla 
300-pounder a lad?) is shown in 
the fact that after m.c’ing he still 
could do 25 minutes on his own and 
have to beg his way off. 


Paul Ash and his band (New 
Acts), doubling in the pit and on 
stage closed with a half hour’s turn 
that is sheer joy to watch. It’s a 
nicely laid out, routined and musi- 
cally equipped outfit, and they had 
no trouble keeping the audience in- 
terested. Incidentally it is a smart 
note on Ash’s part that he didn’t 
wave the baton at the boys in the 
pit. Getting to be a regular thing 
in vaude: now, this doubling the 
stage bands into the pit. But Ash 
takes the curse off that by having 
a substitute stick wielder until he 
walks on stage, and also by having 
his men don white coats while 
shifting from pit to set. 


All in all, despite those two rough 
spots, it’s. a highly amusing hour 
and a half of stage entertainment. 

‘Rain’ (UA) occupies the white 
sheet, as also a Zasu Pitts-Thelma 
Todd twin-reeler, ‘Show Business,’ 
and the Hearst newsreel. Biz Fri- 
day night practically capacity, 
which is plenty in this arena.’ 

Kauf. 


GRAND O. H., N. Y. 


Hour before the final stage show 
started Friday night the b.o. lass 
was delivering the SRO message 
with each drop of the two-bit piece. 
And the cluster of standees around 
the rear rail both on the main and 
upper tiers stayed that way until 
after the day's finis vaude parade 
had run its course. Well balanced 
and substantial film bill pairing 
‘Downstairs’ (Metro) and ‘Crooked 
Circle’ (World Wide), four acts that 
fit neatly with the tastes here and 
the tap within the means of the 
clientile make up the three chap- 
ters in the G. O. H.’s success story. 
It’s quantity, quality and the right 
price for the neighborhood. 


Headlined on the stage array is 
one of the myriad Paul Whiteman 
auditions winners, Ann Lester. In 
addition to knowing how to sell a 
song the girl has good physical 
presence and a manner that takes. 
Hers is a case wherein personality 
overcomes by a wide margin the 
limitations of a vojce. She did a 
sustaining stretch over CBS, but 
though she achieved no outstanding 
acclaim as a mike artist, the ether 
contact sufficed to give her some 
b.o. value in lesser vaudeville. 
Spotted in the deuce here, she fed 
them four numbers in rapid suc- 
cession through a mike and piled 
up enough approval to merit two 
encores. 

Customers on this occasion were 
easy to please anyway. Though 
this same bill most likely would 
just about get by in the classier 
nabe auditoriums, to this mob it 
was great all the way through and 
no act had any difficulty in un- 
leashing hefty returns. That in- 
cluded Bomby and his Gang, dull 
and stereotyped in its construction 
as a parlor singing turn, but right 
up to the tastes of the G. O. H. 
mob. To Bomby and his foursome 
went the task of closing the pro- 
ceedings, and the _ reception the 
troupe’s repertoire engendered sur- 
prised Bomby obviously so much so 
that he couldn’t resist exclaiming 
at the curtain, ‘Gee, you’re marvel- 
ous!’ To the regulars here those 
drapes and the evening toggery 
worn by the troupe meant class and 
when it comes to appreciating class 
the G.O.H. fan needs no cueing. 
What got the biggest response were 
the operatic passages. There’s 
plenty of Latin element in Chelsea 
now-a-days. 

Fast terpsy turn opened the show 
and a two-zirl hoke comedy act 
held the next-to-shut snot, with the 
latter, Maddox and Mack, particu- 
larly, romping off to prolonged and 
unanimous applause. 

Script that the girls did the serv- 
ing from was authored by Harry 
W. Conn, the’ same lad that pro- 
vides Jack Benny with his gags on 


in 





the Canada Dry program. But the) 
mess of stuff retailed by the girls} 
had little of real comedy merit in; 
That is, as far as Conn’s con-|} 


it. 


tributions were concerned. But be- 


tween the team there’s a little comic | Capt. Willie Mauss, the shortest act 
who knows how to go about squeez-*| in 
laugh and making the|three 


ing out a 
most of it. And also, when the act 
is about to lay 
fruit to go diving over into the pit 
and tangle up with the drummer 
in a shirt-pulling contest. That re- 
sort tickled them silly here and} 
socked over the necessary walkoff 


acclamation. 

Introductory stanza had Lillian 
Broderick and a supporting three- | 
some in a mixture of ballroom, ac- | 
robatic and tap dancing and some 
exercise of the pipes. No easy task 
tossing Lillian 3roderick around, 
her partner did it gracefully and 
was quick to cover up a lot of not 
so graceful landing. Little blonde 
in the act can not only toss a nifty 


pair of tapping tootsies, but has 
}exceptional looks and figure. 
Odec. | 





' time 


| Casey 


CENTURY, BALTO. | 


Baltimore, Nov. 11. 

Last week Loew’s startled local 
show business by suddenly an- 
nouncing what amounts to about | 
a 25% reduction in admission prices, | 
slicing the top from 55c. to 40c. It 
was admittedly a move primarily 
to aid the weakneed run house, the 
Stanley, where the fluctuations from 
profits to red ink are calculated 
give the toughest circuit operator | 
a serious case of jitters before he 
could say ‘Cut.’ 


Three days later the rival Hippo- 
drome crashed the dailies with a 
like reduced scale which meets ex- 
actly the lowered setup of the Cen- 
tury. Also came announcements of 
‘new reduced prices’ from all the 
big downtown spots, Keith, New, the 
Rivoli. 


At the last show on Friday on 
opening day this spot had an excel- 
lent house, but just what credit the 
cut admissions get is not easily 
allocated since it was Armistice 
Day, more or less of a holiday. Be- 
sides, the picture,, ‘One-Way Pas- 
sage’ (WB) held two fav performers 
and got oke notices. There hap- 
pened also to be a nicely headlined 
and particularly entertaining vaude 
show. ; 

When Loew’s decided to cut its 
prices here they immediately de- 
cided that the house, of course, 
must dispense with the $5,000 and 
up headliners. By this decision 
Loew's has been forced to pay more 
lattention to the actual entertain- 
ment value of each turn booked. 
The audience went out talking 
about this excellently blended bill, 
and there’s no advertisement like 
word-of-mouth. 

Opening bill was the clever dance 
and burlesquing. turn, Rita Royce 
and company. Basicaliy there are 
only two dance numbers to this act, 
the neat hoofing bit by the two 
Reese brothers and Miss Royce’s 
single tap session, But the smart 
ragging, especially in the opening 
burlesque minuet routine, showed 
that there’s more than one way of 
doing a dancing and comedy act. 
The one weakness in the turn is the 
singing by one pf the girls in the 
red dress. Perhaps a more tuneful 
song would help. 

In the deuce came one of the 
headliner acts, Reis and Dunn. On 
their CBS rep they were safe in 
their spot and over. Sang three 
pop tunes and one comedy attempt, 
the Jatter their weakest number 
but permissible. Commendable as a 
rarity among radio personal-ap- 
pearance acts in that they wasted 
no time in stalling or addressing 
the audience, In their act and out, 
a snappy style that helped. 

It’s no longer Vox and Walters; 
just Valentine Vox. But that hasn’t 
changed this ventriloqual turn, even 
though the pleasant Georgia drawl 
of Miss Walters is missed. There's 
an unbilled femme now handling the 
other side of the ventrilo stuff, 
which means, in particular the cry- 
ing baby bit, a bit that never seems 
to miss. More on the real stunt 
side is the single duet bit by Vox, 
giving an impression of two voices 
at the same time. Vox is using a 
larger dummy, so that it looks like 
a man, an impression that spoils a 
good portion of the comedy that 
the ‘tough kid’ dummy used to get 
out of the same lines. 

Again that point of proper billing 
must be considered. Here are the 
Michon' brothers, next-to-closing 
and the walk-away, standout sock 
of the show. They stopped it. No 
other act did. The applause ran 
over into Will Osborne’s curtain. 
Yet there’s not a mention of these 
boys on paper around town. The 
Michon boys have added two new 
bits, and both are questionable; one 
is the one-legged coffin back-drop, 
the other is the duck-bill gag. 

Osborne’s band has dropped full- 
dress for plain white suits, but it’s 
still an orchestra that appears 
| slightly bored, probably a reflection 
|}of the apparent Osborne attitude. 
|In the closing number they go into 
|knock-about shirt-tearing rough- 
|house. Maybe the bored attitude is 
best after all. 





State-Lake, Chicago 


Chicago, Nov. 12. 
One of those opening days when 
everything goes wrong had Manager 


Harry Goldberg and everybody else hot-cha banjoists, who know 
Rimacs | stuff, gave classical medley includ- 
ling 


chewing their nails. 
Rumba band failed to show up be- 
cause of an automobile breakdown. 


vaudeville running 
minutes opened the 
Charles King deucing started a full 


a sample of hen|two minutes late as the orchestra | into a speedy taxi scene with mod- 
kept picking up the wrong cues due |ern girl 
to confusion in rehéarsals. | FaZzz. 


Everything naturally looked bad 
and due allowance must in fairness 
be made for the conditions prevail- 
ing. However, even with this mar- 
gin of generosity it’s not a bill that 
can rate much favorable comment. 

Rosetta Duncan wasted half her 
on an old-fashioned here-I- 
am-you-remember-me lyrical intro- 


| 
i 


'duction which led into one of the 


special numbers she has, 
a one cylinder ditty 


weakest 
ever offered, 


‘about about a May day party for | 
| kids. 


That in turn led to a serious 
solo by accompanist Pat 
But the time she got going 

her Topsy characterization 


piano 


with 


jan eight-m 


|as-good 





scarcely | 
show. | has a nice voice and her French pat- 


jas anything on the bill. 


jas usual. 


Miss Duncan had been preceded by | 
inute stage wait. It is a 
ability that she final- | 
target and ended on} 


tribute to her 
ly found the 
the bulls-eye. 
Al K. Hall will never get out 
the traffic jam of hundreds of just- | 
acts long as he keeps 
his~present routine. A little com- 
edy surrounded by an abundance of 
unfunny talk and faking specialties 
undoubtedly represents the least 
appealing of recent Al K. Hall of- 
ferings. His son; Fred Dale, Babe 
Garen, and Peggy McAllister par- 
ticipate in the aenemic festival of | 
|minor giggles. 
| Perhaps it was the Irish temper | 
|that flared up at the orchestra that 
|made Charley King give an excep- 
| tionally good performance. He was 
| working against a bad start and 
| working mighty hard. King has a 
|pianist in Marion Chase who gives 
jhim a fast, solid, versatile musical | 
|support. She is quite an entertain- 
er in her own right and an ideal 
;} counterbalance for King. Together 
| King with his name, handsome ap- | 
| pearance, vigorous personality and | 
| voice, and Miss Chase with her| 


of | 


sO 
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ORPHEUM, N. Y. 


Apparently Harold Lloyd's ‘Movie 


Crazy’ is proving a draw in this 
neizhborhood. House Friday night 
was near to capacity, with half 
week's results, if gait of business 
| continues, coming out the best in 
some time. 

The stage holds nothing likely to 
create a change for the better at 
the box office. It’s the usual regu- 
lation vaude bill of five acts, rating 


not above average in entertainment, 
less if anything. 


Opener from the standpoint of 
neighborhood vaude is one of the 
best acts on the show, Gautiers 


Toyshop. The kids go strong for 
this type of animal offering, but so 
do adults, as evidenced Friday 
night. Shetlands and dogs are well 
trained for the routines and stunts 
they’re called upon to do, but, more 
than that, there is considerable nov- 
elty to the act of a fresh character, 
plus a little comedy from Gautier 
himself as a stew. 

Hal Neiman spotted No. 2. Tramp 
monologist doing highbrow lingo is 


| graceful aplomb, reliable musician- | familiar to many vaude fans and 
| ship, and general graciousness, the | okay as a standard act for the 


| result Was most successful. 

| State-Lake has ‘That's My Boy’ 

| (Col) on the screen and not much 

Biz was bad. 
Land, 


| sex appeal in that. 


ACADEMY, N. Y. 


about minimum. 
fourth of the house occupied for the 
Saturday supper show. Bills down 
here haven't been any too good for 
a leng time, and-it’s evidently show- 
ing itself at the gate. 

Harris Twins and Loretta, a fair 
acrobatic turn, opens. Boys are 
twins and as alike as alike can be. 
Girl is a pretty brunette. All three 
are capable, but overdo the attempt 
to be showmanly, giving the turn 
the handicap of being too stagey. 

Lobo (New Acts) educated police 
dog, deucing. Clarence Moore, un- 
billed, is the trainer and puts the 
dog through its paces. Dog was 
previously with the Horace Heidt 
stage band, as also was Moore. It’s 
a good act of that kind, though 
opening the show is plenty assign- 
ment. 

Chase and Latour are an old and 
old fashioned act. They've been 
around for 10 years and more and 
still doing exactly the same act in 
exactly the same way. When Paul 
Gerard Smith originally wrote it, it 
was funny; now it’s very much de- 
moded. And, as though the act in 
itself weren't tepid enough, one of 
the four principals has to sing a 
song in atrocious German, no spe- 
cial compliment resulting to those 
in the audience that use the lan- 
guage, and a mysterious and wasted 
minute and a half for the rest. 

Sammy Lewis and Patti Moore 
in a mistaken notion of comedy 
handle the next to shut spot. They 
overdo the gagging and underdo 
the dancing. It’s the dancing that 
should really be emphasized for best 
results. 

California Collegians for the close. 
They’re the septet of college lads 
with that hokum routine that’s very 
funny in spots, but, too, is begin- 
ning to wear threadbare. ‘All 
American’ (U) on the screen. 

Kauf. 


LOEW’S, MONTREAL 


Montreal, Nov. 11. 

Stage show lays off the hoofing 
this week which is something of a 
boon to the customers who have had 
plenty past few weeks. Couple of 
headliners, Huber and Jimmy Savo, 
pull down all the plaudits in clos- 
ing and next to closing acts of the 
five-turn, 75-minute bill. At that, 
they didn’t stop the show, but 
they’re pretty Scotch in this town. 


Bob Stickney with femme sup- 
port, opened, seemingly seated in 
fork of apple tree in _ blosson. 


Breaks away while girl changes and 
is seen to be on stilts. Girl returns 
for dance and act winds up with 
Stickney in scarlet tails and stilts, 
while girl dressed exactly like, gave 
giant and midget effect. Better 
than usual opening. 

Morgan and Jones in second spot, 
their 





and ‘Hun- 
closing with 
Got a fair hand. 
and Houghton next. Girl 


‘Poet and Peasant’ 
garian Rhapsody,’ 
prestissimo jazz. 
Sully 
ter pleased in this city. They go 
handing modern boy the 
This went over about as well 
Sully ends 
with good tap but it was anti- | 
climax after the taxi comedy. } 
Jimmy Savo, pantomimist, in next 
to closing, Came near to stopping | 
the show. Some of his gags pretty | 
near the line. Crowd went for him | 
from the start and he held them to 
the end. 
Huber, 
tricks 
convincing. Packing case dJisap- 
pearance act tied up with local firm 
Act warmed up audience 
for the picture, ‘Crestwood’ (Radio), | 
which, with comedy short and 
newsreels completed the show. 





magician, does the 


{ 


deuce niche most anywhere. Rou- 
tine is a trifle long, 12 minutes. 
Third act, George S. Fredericks 
and Co., in a skit around for some 
time, is the weakest of the five on 
show. It’s vaudeville of a day 
that's dying out, with material hung 
around a familiar, overworked situ- 
ation wherein the young eloping 


Pretty sad down here currently.| couple are trying for father’s for- 
Five skimpy acts, with the amuse-| giveness. 
ment value of the whole down to| cast. 
And less than a! 


Four people are in the 

Of them the wedded pair 

prove particularly weak. The man 
is terrible stagy, while the girl, 


both on voice and in handling lines, 
fails to make a favorable impres- 
sion. Most of the material of the 
Fredericks act is banal and some- 
times sappy. Conductor and father 
parts are best handled. 


A 14-minute stretch, pretty long, 
done by Gould and Robey (New 
Acts). Team carries some old gags, 
but majority of it sells, and is sold 
well. Offsetting are the singing bits 
clowned up for laughs. 


Closer Dave Jones and Peggy 
(New Acts). This is the Jones and 
Lee combination back together 
agdin, with a sister team and male 
single supporting. Dance flash is 
a pleaser, nicely staged and rou- 
tined. 


Milt Franklyn’s pit mob this«half 
tries a medley of pop operatic 
numbers with indifferent results. 

Char. 


DOWNTOWN, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 10. 


Taking advantage of its simul- 
taneous first run today with War- 
ners’ Hollywood, house took no 
chances on passing up the rush of 
pay customers attracted by ‘I’m a 
Fugitive,’ with the result the open- 
ing stage show this afternoon was 
pruned to 35 mins. It was just 
so-so vaude fare, but with Paul 
Muni drawing ’em in by droves the 
stage bill wasn’t so important. 


Ethel, Lewis and Joe, trio of nim- 
ble steppers, debut, presenting a 
varied assortment of hoofing, rang- 
ing from eccentric to an exception- 
ally well done _ adagio. Lucie 
Bruch (formerly Fritz and Lucy 
Bruch) in the deuce spot with a 
pleasing violin offering of strictly 
semi-classical material. Girl dis- 
plays marked technique and clicked 
nicely. 


First comedy relief brought by 
Bill Dooley and Co. in the trey po- 
sition. Act noticeably chopped, due 
to failure of Francis Lee, femme 
supporter to show up. Comic does 
a little hoofing, some good roping 
and patters while working. Straight 
man does a bit as a prelude. Act 
didn’t mean much to the opening 
mat mob. 

Rena and Rathburn, man and 
woman, do an unusually good com- 
edy talking act, both displaying 
ability. Man works on the Fritz 
Huber order, but has a lot of orig- 
inal stuff. Girl is good support, 
and the team deserved what it cot® 
Closing has Hassan Ali troupe of 
Arabs in the customary whirlwind 
tumbling and feats of strength. 

Universal news and cartoon com- 
plete screen bill. Opening mat best 
house has had in months. 











STATE’S 2 AND OUT 
Albany, N. Y., Nov. 14. 
State, which opened several weeks 
ago with stage tabs and pictures, 
closed last week. 
It had put on only two tabs and 
advertised a third, which was called 


| off. Then the house went on with 


pictures only for several 


fore going dark. 


days be- 


MOLLY PICON’S RKO DATES 


Molly Picon opens for RKO Fri- 


| day (18) on a four weeks’ out-of- 
usual] | town tour. OC 
some of them not altogether! goes to 


>ening Cleveland, she 
Chicago, Cincinnati and 


| Kansas City. 


Following that Miss Picon re- 
turns to New York to organize a 
Yiddish legit company for a coast- 


| to-coast tour in a musical, 
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New York, Nov. 12. 


This is the last week of the Roxy- 
ette-——32, count ‘em, 32—at the old 
stand, the fading of an institution 
that has won fame for itself and for 
its home stand in the five years 
since the house opened. It is, per- 
haps, appropriate that they make 
their farewell bow at the Roxy the 
same week with the fading of the 
Palace as the country’s ace vaude- 
ville stand. Their tradition doesn’t 
go as far back as the Palace's, but 
they made their mark on Broadway 


almost as sharply in their short 


career. 
Approaching leave-taking may 
have had something to do with it, 


but the girls in the current and final 
presentation were sadly off their 
wonted form. Or perhaps they found 
the routine less than usual to their 
liking. One of them was a depart- 
ure for the simultaneous sisterhood, 
finding them in long black satin 
skirts of an exaggerated vamp type 
doing bizarre poses and gestures, 
broken into groups and stalking and 
gesturing in what might be taken 
as a travesty on tall emotional act- 
ing. Significance of the pantomime 
was a puzzle. Maybe the accom- 
panying music was the cue. It was 
‘As You Desire Me,’ and maybe the 
idea was a Garbo spoof. 

Girls in bright colors for a Japa- 
nese number later on were betier 
with familiar precision routine, but 
the whole thing lacked the old pep, 
dash and verve. Even here there 
was a let-down. The spirit and 
sparkle was not there. 

The generally uninspiring atmos- 
phere of the whole show might have 
had something to do with the girls’ 
lassitude. With every deference 
and a couple of genufiections toward 
the gracious Schumann-Heink, the 
veteran songbird, despite the state- 


«ly grace with which she carries her 


years, is not the kind of feature to 
put spirit and vigor into an other- 
wise indifferent stage show in a dt 
luxe Broadway picture palace, sur- 
rounded by jaunty magicians, svelte 
adagio dancers, vocal choruses and 
a great wealth of Christmas tree 
stage effects. 

There’s no getting away from it, 
the Roxy is spreading the old 
budget a little too thin this week, 
and the lapse is emphasized by the 
presence of a less than usually fas- 
cinating screen feature in ‘Sherlock 
Holmes’ (Fox) with Clive Brook, 
which is innately old-fashioned the- 
atre and not especially freshened up 
by inexpert face lifting. 

Stage interlude is divided into 
four sections called arbitrarily 
‘Coral and Jade,’ ‘Black and White’ 
(this is the freak Roxyette number), 
‘Golden Jubilee’ (in honor of Mme. 
Schumann-Heink) and ‘Red Lac- 
quer.’ Save for the Schumann- 
Heink chapter, which has a fine 
sentimental feeling of intimacy to 
it, the proceedings are just feverish 
efforts to make a brave show of 
Javishness without the materials. 

‘Coral and Gold’ is merely a vocal 
group dressed in Oriental costume 
before an indefinite drop singing 
‘Hymn to the Sun,’ Mata Cora, go- 
prano, leading the number, and 
Vivian Fay doing vague dance gy- 


rations. It was not a stimulating 
start. 
Novelty adagio of Harald and 


Lola, following, was better, with its 
mammoth prop cobra and grotesque 
drop of a snake charmer, as back- 
ing. Girl is dressed in green full 
tights marked with scales like a 
snake and does some sinuous wrig- 
gles about her partner that convey 
the serpent meaning graphically. 

Keith Clark, an import from 
London, does his cigarette magic 
alone on this vast stage, which 
is a good build-up for the spe- 
cialty, but doesn’t make for an 
impressive item on a heavy show. 
Technique is first rate, but the ma- 
terial is familiar on this side, made 
so* by Cardini,, who works faster 
and in a more finished way. Clark 
just closed in ‘Vanities.’ 

Mme. Schumann-Heink took the 
stage alone, following the Roxyettes’ 
mystery number, and proved the 
mainstay of the performance with 
her utterly simple song cycle and 
her gracious presence, singing ~a 
ballad, a Scotch folk song and ‘Holy 
Night’ in that noble voice that even 
her 71 years cannot dim. For the 
finale they put the male chorus be- 
hind her in soldier uniform and a 
trench setting for a military num- 
ber, sung by the men, with the diva 
standing mute under a spot, an ar- 
rangement that did not very clearly 
explain itself, 

‘Red Lacquer,’ the finale, is just a 
Japanese ensemble, with Keith 
Clark on again doing a scarf trick 
and introducing Vivian Fay again 
in one of those magic boxes, for an- 
other dance, a sort of Javanese 
thing, as prelude to the precision 
girls’ routine. All of this leading to 
a trick finale of ‘Japanese Sand- 
man’ as myriads of Japanese lan- 
terns descend like rain upon the just 
and the unjust in an effect that the 
Paramount has outgrown but Frank 
Cambria revives for this 

Rush. 


occasion. | 


” Roxyettes’ Valedictory Show 
Removes Ace Stage Novelty 





| PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 
New York, Nov. 12. 
It’s all Maurice Chevalier this 
| week with the Frenchman here in 
| person and getting no competition 
|from anything else on the stage or 


screen. The customers weren't 
bashful about demonstrating why 
they were there and who they 


came to see, which reduced the im- 
portance of the routine supporting 
show even further. Film is Par’s 
‘Evenings For Sale.’ 

House was packed and they were 
standing in the lobby Friday eve- 
ning. As Chevalier is reported in 
on a $10,000 guarantee and a per- 
centage of the gross, the biz that 
evening was not only a pleasure 


immediate jubilation of vietery is 
understandable. Lowry sent darts 
his way several times. 

John and Mary Mason roller 
skates were a laugh novelty when 
taking people from the audience for 
a ride. They have presented this 
at the Frolics and other cafes lo- 
cally. It's a dandy offering for 
comedy and added thrills. Ina Ray 
and Victor Griffin danced nicely in 





is not attractive and she would do 
herself a favor by wearing tights. 
Will Harris and Dave Gould re- 
turned to B&K produced the girl 
numbers with an augmented troupe 
of 32 steppers. Arresting and im- 
pressive. Lowry ingratiated him- 
self easily and whammed over a 
couple of numbers at the end. It 
is not extravagant to anticipate the 
Oriental will get attached to the 
ex-St. Louisan. 
Lou Breese heretofore reported 
for his excellent cornet-playing 
presented himself in a new role as 
banjoist. And he can make the old 
pigskin sound philharmonic as he 
strums it. A special arrangement 
of ‘Parade of the Wooden Soldiers’ 








but also a necessity. Chevalier is 
doing a solid 25-minute single out 
in ‘one’ along toward the finish of 
the stage show, overshadowing all 
else and delivering a turn that only 
the company finale could follow. 
Presentation is a deliberate build- 
up, atmospherically Frenchy all the 
Way and tending to increase obvi- 
ous audience impatience. Bobbie 
May, juggler, and two dance teams, 
Holland and Knight and Le Gails 
were up against a mental handicap 
that their high grade specialties 
couldn't overcome without a 
struggle. thers in Boris Petroff’s 
production, called ‘Paris on Parade,’ 
are Lester Cole’s male vocal chorus, 
an Alton-Bines ballet and the Bev- 
erly Girls, eight willowy showgirl 
types in high precision kicks. With 
Chevalier taking 25 minutes of the 
allotted hour, they have to make it 
short and snappy. 

Jesse Crawford, announcing on 
the slides that he’s celebrating his 
sixth anniversary at this theatre, 
but modestly failing to mention 
that he has been here since it 
opened and therefore is the Last of 
the Paramount Mohicans, is going 
in for production stuff more than 
usual this week. Using a sob bal- 
lad, ‘Just a Little Home for the Old 
Folks,’ as a theme, he splits his 
stage interlude into two scenes, both 
enacted behind a scrim by an eld- 
erly couple, and tops it off with an 
invisible tenor’s reprise. It’s an 


effective ‘mother’ number of the 
tear jerker sort. 
Rubinoff and the pit orchestra 


contribute a medley of songs from 
Ziegfeld shows with Ruby giving it 
the Rubinoff ‘ugh.’ Bige. 


ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Nov. 11. 
Sound the clarion, fill the fife 
To all the trade proclaim 
The Oriental has come to life 
—Paraphraee. 





Maybe the destiny of this house 
is not to become a garage after all. 
It looked like Randolph street was 
being made safe for Balaban & Katz 
Friday. That is, if the gaze didn’t 
stray across the car tracks to the 
United Artists, a handsome edifice 
occupying one of the choicest cor- 
ners in the theatrical world. 

To pump warm blood into the 


veins of the Oriental a policy of 
weekly transfusions has been 
started. Patient snapped back 


brightly from the first treatment. 
Ed Lowry from St. Louis is the at- 
tending physician and there are a 
promised sequence of nifty nurses 
in prospect, Next week Estelle 
Taylor and George Raft arrive to 
continue the infiltration begun this 
week by Fannie Brice. 

At the Oriental the response has 
always been to the stage. That 
seems an assertion that all may ac- 
cept. It may, of course, be argued 
that the Oriental has historically 
been third best on pictures in the 
loop and that the stage end might 
be less dominant when business is 
gcod if the average Oriental pic- 
ture has been better. But facts be- 
ing as they are the Ortental can 
count upon its stage when popu- 
lated with the right talent, but sel- 
dom upon the screen. It is this 
verity that B&K now proposes to 
deal with. 

Miss Brice made three separate 
contributions to and through a pre- 
sentation whose length was clipped 
later. Of her popularity no doubt 
could be expressed. Her new 
penchant for elegance in style a la 
Beatrice Lillie is evidenced in the 
ultra not to say stately gowns she 
wears, strange accoutrements for 
a slapstick comedienne. Or perhaps 
she no longer can so be classified. 
The last time Chicago saw her do 
her once-standard (currently 
omitted) burlesque swan number 
Chicago wondered what was miss- 
ing and upon analysis discovered 
that the grotesque had been refined 
into something too close to Pavlowa 
to be very funny. 

Block and Sully did very well 
which perhaps makes the observa- 
tion that they have been booked 
and re-booked too often seem cap- 
tious. Their Hoover gag slightly 
modified to fit Tuesday’s verdict will 
rapidly become bad taste. Indeed, 
Hoover got a pretty bad pummeling 
the show which in the 








lall through 


brought the overture to a smacking 
conclusion, 
‘Blessed Event’ 
screen, 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, Nov. 12. 


Valiant efforts are being made to 
restore this downtown Fox deluxer 
to somewhere near the status it had 
when under Fox management. To 
that end a lot of show is being 
handed out, including a _ supple- 
mental stage band presentation. Os- 
tensibly this is to strengthen from 
the stage angle as a result of re- 
cent reviews indicating strength 
was required. 


Henry H. Wellenbrink, former 
New Jersey theatre owner, is in on 
the operation out there now as man- 
aging director of the house for the 
Reliance, subsidiary of S. W. Straus 
& Co., which controls. 


Bud Gray, formerly with Publix, 
is handling advertising and pub- 
licity, with ads going through 
Hanff-Metzger, New York. Efforts 
are being made to provide more in- 
viting house fronts than in the past. 
Current week's show is stronger 
on length than on appeal. To those 
who buy volirme there can be no 
kick, 

Feature is ‘Rackety Raz’ (Fox), 
which if not drawing better than at 
the Roxy, N. Y., will leave house to 
depend largely on what’s around it. 
F. & M. ‘Mickey and Minnie’ Idea, 
Sam Jack Kauffman and a stage 
band unit, organlog by Bob Ham- 
ilton, orchestra overture, with Fred- 
eric Fradkin guest conductor, F-M 
news and two one-reel shorts con- 
stitute the balance of the show. It’s 
nearly a week-end of entertain- 
ment. 


The F&M stage unit hag the tal- 
ent and the material, but is lacking 
in staging. Built around Mickey 
and Minnie Mouse characters from 
the pop cartoon shorts series, it 
does not carry out much in idea. 
In addition to that, unft has anti- 
climax finale. 


Two midgets from the Buster 
Shaver act, Olive and George 
Brasno, double for the Mouse parts, 
but aside from one acrobatic bit 
offer little except to dress a scene 
or two. In a woodland set they sit 
down to watch girls and others as 
dancers, flower, duck, frog, rooster 
and other characters in keeping 
with cartoon shorts. 


It looks as though this ia going 
to be the finale, but after a male 
single has unmasked to do an acro- 
batic number, the Arnaut Bros. act 
is brought on, actual finale follow- 
ing that, with Mickey and Minnie 
Mouse married. Shaver doubles as 
preacher, girls for finale coming on 
in their finest finery. _ . 


One of the Arnaut Bros. was out 
of the show Saturday afternoon due 
to illnesa, the girl of the act, Mitzi 
Bobbs, taking his place. This act 
could as easily have been put ahead 
of the appearance of the cartoon 
characters, with the Mouse coupe 
on to top it all in their marriage 
for an effective finish. 


Jazzlips Richardson and Spitzer 
are singles about the middle, Rich- 
ardson in his acrobatic dance, which 
is 95% acrobatics. Spitzer in his 
violin-echo specialty. Shaver and 
part of his Toytown Revue act 
(midgets) come later after the girls 
have been built up in a toe number 
with drop in two representing a 
cat’s face and effective. 


Unit runs 30 minutes, while the 
stage band portion with Kauffman 
and the house musicians takes 
up 14, 

Locally-produced unit reveals the 
band as a pretty hot combination 
when it wants to be. Spectalties are 
by Catherine Handy, daughter of 
W. C., author of ‘St. Louis Blues,’ 
which she sings from offstage, and 
the Lucky Seven Trio in a fast 
singing-dancing number. Miss 
Handy comes on for a second num- 
ber, ‘Underneath Harlem Moon,’ 
making a striking appearance. 

Hamilton at the organ does 
‘Rivers,’ a medley of songs about 


(WB) on the 
Land, 








rivers from the Volga to the 
Swanee. Onby fair and no one sinc- 
| ing. Char, 


opening although the girl’s costume | 





ll] NEWSREELS 








TRANSLUX 


Audiences are the _ interesting 
phase of the two newsreel houses 
this week. Where they applauded 
before Roosevelt was elected, the 
silence, at least Sat. mat. was 
unanimous before and after the 
reading of his proclamation of 
thanks to the voters. 

Luxer was the only house to re- 
introduce Hoover and the Mad. Ave. 
edition, with its class patronage, 
gave the defeated president an ova- 
tion. 

In the Embassy, the laughter was 
so deafening during the N. Y. 
Mayor-elect O’Brien clip that few 
could understand his message. 
Luxer people didn’t laugh, but they 
conversed among themselves as 
though deliberately expressing their 
desire to record a no-hear, no-see 
theatre vote. 

Luxer provided a more complete 
picture of the election than the 
Embassy, although neither house 
gave a thought to the turn-over in 
Congress or gubernatorial changes 
in other states. 

Universal led off the program 
with the timely title of ‘Optimism 
after Election,’ while the Fox- 
Hearst people figured that five days 
after the count the announcement 
of Roosevelt's eiection was still spot 
news. 

Pathe went out of its way to get 
a few words from Campaign Man- 
ager Jim Farley, and the Embassy 
allowed excessive footage to the 
Hyde Park pre-election speech of 
Roosevelt. Pathe now is following 
its ‘How will you vote? series by 
having its contact man interview 
citizens on who are the most .likely 
men for the new cabinet. This line 
of gab is hardly constructive and 
at the most is serving little more 
than to provide Luxer people with 
a chance to grin. 

Other than politics the Luxer 
program is nothing exceptional. 
Both houses have the launching of 
the SS Normandie; the California 
plane that has automatic stablizers 
and pilots itself; 10th anniversary 
of Facisism. Pathe uses plugs for 
Constance Bennett as a Radio Pic- 
tures star and another for a steam- 


EMBASSY 


There is a lesson on the Em. 
bassy'’s screen which has signifi. 
cance for every politician sought 
out for newsreel interviews. It is 
an outstanding illustration of the 
right way to meet a picture auy- 
dience. Nicholas Murray Butler is 
the teacher. 


Butler looks right into the eyeg 
of every fan. Because of that he com- 
mands attention. Unlike Hoover 
and Ford, and sometimés Roosevelt, 
he doesn’t distract by keeping his 
own eyes glued on a manuscript 

Lloyd George is also a member 
of the newsreel memory faculty, 
Standing simply by a mound of 
potatoes, he talks on agriculture 
with never once turning to a refer- 
ence sheet. 

The Prince. of Wales has a news- 
reel habit, annoying to many, of 
trying to talk extempore, but spoil- 
ing it by suddenly lowering his 
head to his notes and then quickly 
bobbing it back 

David Ross, winner of the radio 
announcer diction award has the 
ability to deliver from the screen 
as well as talk over the air. He 
said very little but what he said 
was sufficient for an audience, 
which had slighted Roosevelt Sat. 
afternoon, to give him warm ap- 
plause. 

By this time newsreel men should 
know that they cannot expect the 
average opera singer to perform 
satisfactorily in a small room. It 
comes out so brassy that it is more 
a din than a song. 


Other Embassy clips included: 
concrete mats for Mississippi 
banks; duck hunting; Pitt-Penn 


football game; New York’s Armis- 
tice Day parade; .nore about the 
possibility of Swedish and English 
royalty being united by marriage; 
Vienna Archbishop; champion corn 
husker in Neb.; army aviation. 
Waly. 





ship line on which a photographer 
made a world cruise. Paramount 
doesn’t forget to have. Chevalier 
anounce that he is glad to be back 
to make pictures for sine > 
aly. 


— 





PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 12. 

Novelty acts in rather stodgy set- 
tings with little aid productionally 
comprise this week's show. Pepito, 
the clown; Hoc»er and Gatchet, 
Earl Capps and Family and the 15 
Imperials carry the burden of enter- 
tainment. Pepito does not seem 
able to build his bits to sock fin- 
ishes, but is always pleasing. 
Hooper and Gatchet are strictly 
1923 in most of their material and 
all of their vocal numbers, but 
gather in the laughs with some gags 
that have been buried so long that 
they are new again. 

Capps family are good hoofers 
who maintain a smart pace through- 
out. The Imperials are one of the 
five two-man-one-girl adagio teams 
formerly with Fanchon & Marco, 
doing their old routine to good ef- 
fect. 

Les Keliors muff a swell chance 
by working too slowly with their 
satire on an old-fashioned strong 
man-and-woman team. Sped up 
50% and working closer to the foots, 
it should score. Gold and Petro do 
a mild o.f. song number in conjunc- 
tion. Don Smith introduced the 
acts and warbled a number too dra- 
matically. Dancing line do a rather 
ordinary arm-drill and full stage 
routine that is not up to its usual 
standard. House well filled down- 
stairs Armistice afternoon. Film is 
‘Hot Saturday’ (Par). 


WARFIELD, FRISCO 


San Francisco, Nov. 11. 

Now that the Fox is closed and 
Fanchon & Marco shows have 
shifted to the Warfield, much of 
the former house’s class trade has 
followed the ‘Ideas. Proof of this 
lies in the fact that Warf’s park- 
ing service has increased three-fold. 

Armistice Day matinee got off to 
good start. Tiptoeing in as m.c. 
is Jay Brower, brought downtown 
after nearly three years at Fox’s 
neighborhood El Capitan where he 
was a prime fav. Given half a 
chance, with the hoke stuff that 
has been his forte, Brower can be 
built into a box office and applause 
figure of real proportions at the 
Warfield, even as he has been at 
ti Cap. Brower’s sole contribution 
to the current frolic is an overture 
‘Student Prince’ which he handled 
neatly. 

‘Mystery’ Idea got over well here. 
‘Ideas’ is 100% better in the 2,800 
seat Warfield than it was in the 
huge 5,000 seat Fox where comedy 
meant nothing and only flash pro- 


duction stuff drew a ripple. Herve 
the hokum of Smith, Rogers and 
Eddy, and Heller and Riley drew 


the work with silk of 
Joe E. Brown 
(FN) on 


laughs and 
Duval also clicked. 
im ‘You Said a Mouthful’ 





again included in current Metrotors 
i clips for big laughs. Bock. 


sereen with ‘nance’ bit of newsreels 
| 


| 


OLYMPIA, PARIS - 


Paris, Nov. 5. 

Olympia program this week does 
away with both short and cartoon, 
due to length of bill, which will be 
scratched after a week, due to com- 
paritively poor business, despite a 
good stage show by Paul Oscard. 
Besides end-of-month poverty and 
approaching quarter’s rent, faulty 
advertising resulted in opening day 
layout being the same as previous 
day, meaning that it looked like a 
holdover from the preceding week 
for that day. 

Show, after a mixed newsreel of 
Pathe Natan and Eclair, runs into a 
musical overture, conducted by 
Georges Bailly, musical director— 
this time Weber's ‘Freischutz,’ very 
well done, and with an excellent 
first violin. This is followed by the 
stage presentation titled ‘Contrasts. 
Show is decidedly French in style, 
with no subdued lighting, and easily 
compressible routines. 

Outside of the line of the 16 
Olympiettes, who are really only 12, 
and which Oscard brought over 
from his Gaumont Palace presenta- 
tions, show includes Harris, Claire 
and Shannon in a couple of dances; 
and also Viola Dubos, who fills thea 
place left vacant by Darlene Wal- 


ders, returning for next week. Viola - 


Dubos, who played the Publix cir- 
cuit in America, is very successful 
here, where she gets $120 a week. 
One of the Olympiettes’ routines 
is having them sit on three rows in 
what looks like a big stage box built 
backstage, and watching the dance 
by Harris, Claire and Shannon done 
front stage. When these disappear, 
the girls, whose bodies are hidden 
by bannisters and show only their 
heads and arms, do a strictly arm 
dance over the bannisters, which is 
made very effective by their wear- 
ing black gloves. Another dance 
they do later front stage with black 
gloves, white dresses and black 
stockings, has a can-can-ish effect, 
In the finale they use a huge stair- 
case of the Folies Bergere style. 
Feature is ‘Enlevez-Moi,’ a com- 
edy with beaucoup songs, directed 
for Natan by Leonce Perret. Some 
of the songs are very catchy, and 
come from the operette from whiclt 
the film was made. Mari. 





FISHER 








Detroit, Nov. 14. 
Evans calls this one ‘Crazy 
Talent including Lowe, 
Bernoff and Wensley, the Radio 
Rogues and Orrantos, assisted by 
the Evans ballet. 
Setting is a living room with the 


Fred 
House.’ 


furniture greatiy exaggerated i! 
size, including a piano and bencli 
radio and chair. Opening routine 
shows the girls dusting, dressed i 
maid's costumes and then front for 
a clever lyric to the tune of ‘Please 


Clarke for produ 


6°?) 


written by Merle 


(Continued on page 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (November 19) 
THIS WEEK (November 12) 


Numerals in connection with bills below inc.cate opening cay of 


show. whether ful! or split week 











RKO | 








jew YORK CITY 
a (11-16) 
Honey Fam 

Ola Lilith 

Ross & Edwards 
Giovanni ~ 
Hal Le Roy Orch 
Sid Marion 


Nick Lucas 





DAYTON 
Keith's (19) 
Bert Walton 
ELIZABETH 
Keith’s 
Ist half (19-22) 
Kirkwhite & A 
Harvey & Connors 
Jack Boyle Co 











Academy 2d half (23-25) 
ist half (19-22) Eugene ; 
Adelaide Hall Kramer & H'milt’n 
NANCY KELLY 


NOW 


PAUL 


HAL MENKEN 


Roth Placed by 
LEDDY & 


WITH 


ASH 


SMITH 





York & King 


Felovis 

(12) 
Ralph Olsen Co 
Weist & Stanton 
Hobart Bosworth 
Wills & Davis 
Dalton & Rose 

TRENTON 
Capitol 


2d haif (23-26) 
Donahue & Breen 
(Three to fill) 

2d aalf (16-18) 


Muriel Kay Co 
Whitey Roberts 
fred Ardath 


N Thomas 5 


Lincoln 

2d half (238-26) 
Gus Mulchay 
(Three to fill) 


2d half (16-18) 
Victor Girls 
Landry & Dawn 
Collins & Paterson 
Henry Victoria Co 
TRO 


Keit 

Ist half (19-22) 
Joe Kelsoe 
D & E Barstow 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (23-25) 
Donovan Sis & B 
Joe Sullivan Co 
Wills & Davis 
Hilton Sis 

2d half (16-18) 
Rodrigo & Lila Co 
Eddie White 
Ruby Norton 
Francis X Bushm'n 





Wallendas 





l 


| Loew | 





NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (18) 
Cab Calloway 














Sid Marion 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (23-25) 
Kirkwhite & A 
Irene Ricardo 
Blanche Calloway 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (16-18) 
Dolinoff & R Sis 
Mack Bros & B 
Harrison & Elmo 
Sid Gary 
Toto 

BROOKLYN 

Albee (19) 


Walliendas 
Al Mamaux 
Dave Apollon 
(Two to fill) 
(12) 
Intern’! Circus 
Prospect 
Ist half (19-22) 
Dance Oddities 
Gillette & Richards 
Owen McGivney 
Wm & Joe Mandel 
2a half (23-26) 
5 Salties 
Miss Patricola 
Irving Edwards 
2d half (16-18 
Giovanni 3 
Melino & Townes 
Large & Morgner 
Rich Kay & Eva 


ALBANY 
Palace 
Ist half (19-22) 
Harry Delmar’s Rv 
2d half (23-25) 
Thomas 56 
Joe Kelso 
D & E Barstow 
Nan Halperin 
(One to fill) 
2d half (16-18) 
Harris 2 & Loretta 
Tvier Mason 
F & D Stone 
Gould & Robey 
Joe Sullivan Ce 
BOSTON 
Keith's (19) 
4 Ortons 
Britt Wood 
F & D Stone 
Art Frank 
Dolinoff & Raya Sis 
(One to fill) 
(12) 
3 Cossacks 
Frank Richardson 
Williams & Keane 
Venita Gould 
Bud Harris Co 
BUFFALO 
Hippodrome (1®) 
Australian Waites 
Cookie Bowers 
Bomby Co 
Sid Marion 
Sammy Krevoff 
(12 


Colby & Murray 
Vanderbilt Boys 

Montgomery 
York & King 
Felovis 


CHICAGO 





Palace (19) 
Bcariett’s Monks 


Harmonica Bd 
Frank Melino 

2d half (16-18) 
4 Nelsons 
Jimmy Lyons 
Ross Benny Co 
Walter Dare Wabl 
Roxy Richy Co 

KANSAS CITY 

Keith’s (18) 
Joe Fanton 3 
Forsythe S'm'n & F 
Jack Mulhall Co 
Mediey & Dupree 
Ingenues 
(11) 

Mae Wynn 4 
Herman Hyde 
Billy House Co 
Lioyd Hughes 
Ross Wyse Jr Co 


MILWAUKEE 

Wisconsin (19) 
3 Whippets 
Jordan & Woods 
Daphne Pollard 
Joe Morris Co 
Gus Edwards’ Rev 

(12) 

Stone & Gibbons 
Harlan & St John 
Annie Judy & Zeke 
Harry Savoy 
F Henderson Orch 
Cora LaRedd 

MINNEAPOLIS 


3 Whippets 
Reynolds & White 
Joe Morris Co 
Nell Kelly 
Gus Edwards Rev 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (18) 
Jack Gwynne 
Mady Co 
A & M Havel 
James Hall 
Carl Freed Co 
(11) 
Gaston Palmer 
Hilton Sis 
Slim Timblin 
Corbett & Convey 
Grace Hayes 
OMAHA 
Kelith’s (18) 
Mae Wynn 4 
Herman Hyde 
Billy House Co 
Lloyd Hughes 
Ross Wyse Jr Co 
(11) 

Oleon & Johnson 
PATERSON 
Ketth’s 
ist half (19-22) 
Lee Port & Dotty 
Nan Halperin 
(Two to fill) 

24 half (16-18) 
Kirkwhite & A 
Al Mamaux 
Movie Madness 
J Harmon & C 
Wallace's Lions 

PROVIDENCE 

Keith’s (19) 
Claydia Alba 
Williams & Keane 
Ben Marks Co 
Giovanni 








OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 
DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway 











This Wk.: Irving Sherman; Bob Ripa 
Nell Kelly B & R Goman Rev 
Chas ‘Slim’ Timblin (12) 


ir 
Will Fyffe 
Lina Basquette Or 
(12) 


Willie Mauss 

Louise Groody 

3 Sailors 

Benny Davis Co 

State Lake (19) 

Burley Ludlow & C 

Ryan & Noblette 

Raynor Lehr 

Smith & Dale 

(12) 

Monroe & Grant 

Charlie King 

Al K Hall Co 

Rosetta Duncan 

Rimacs 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (19) 

Rosetta Duncan 

(12) 

C & J Preisser 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (19) 

C & J Preisser 

Bert Walton 

B (12) 

etty Jane Cooper 

Jack & Jill we 

Barry & Whitledge 

Will Fyffe 

lina Basquette Or 
COLUMBUS 
Ohio (19) 


Australian Waites 
Ryan & Noblette 
Jack Little 





Ray nor Lehr 


Sheldon Jensen & S 
Bordon & Reed 
Violet Carlson 
Lee Port & Dotty 
Cliff Nazarro Orch 
SCHENECTADY 
Keith's 
ist half (19-22) 
Russian Art Circus 
Ola Lilith 
Any Fam 
Francis X Bushm’'n 
(One to fill) 
2d haif (23-25) 
Harry Delmar’s Ry 
2d half (16-18) 
Doris Girton Co 
Dalton & Craig 
D & E Barstow 
Pat Henning 
Otto Grey Co 
ST. PAUL 
Keith's 
Ist half (19-22) 
Clifford Wayne Co 
Joe Termini 
Charles King 
Allen & Canfield 
Willie Mauss 
2a half (12-16) 
Joe Fanton 
Joe Wong 
Jack Mulhall Co 
Mediey & Dupree 
Burley Ludlow & C 
TORONTO 
Imperial (10) 
y & Murray 


Lolb 
- Vanderbiit 
iracie Schewk ‘ws Monte 


Cotton Slub Rev 
Buck & Bubbles 
Boulevard 
Ist half (18-21) 
Duponts 
Lillian Astaire 
Fields & Beli 
Millard & Martin 
T Christian Orch 
2d half (22-24) 
Eddie White 
Lee, Lee & L 
J & E Torrence Co 
(Two to fill) 


Orpheum 

Ist half (18-21) 
3 Victor Girls 
Forum Boys 
Chase & LaTour 
Burns & Kissen 
Jerry Co 

2d half (22-24) 
4 Step Bros 
Ruth Sherry Co 
Carr Bros & Betty 
Eddie Conrad Co 
T Christian Orch 

Paradise (18) 
Gilbert Bros 
Carl Shaw Co 
Lita Grey Chaplin 
Wm Demarest 
G Carpentier Co 

State (18) 

Petleys 
Dixon & Cornell 
Golden Blades 
Ritz Bros 
J Renard Orch 

BROOKLYN 


Gates 

Ist half (18-21) 
Crystal 3 
Peggy Calvert 
Wm Edmunds Co 
Flynn & Macke 
Dave Jones Co 

2a half (22-24) 
Eddie Henley Co 
June Carr 
Burns & Kissen 
(One to fill) 


Metropolitan (18) 
Bob Ripa 
Bert Frohman 
Irene Rich 
Jimmy Savo 
Geo Olsen Orch 
Ethel Shutta 
Valencia (18) 
Janet May 
Calvert, Irving & H 
Seiler & Wills 
Ken Murray 
Songwriters on P 
ASTORIA 


Triboro 
Ist half (18-21) 
Honey Fam 
Krugel Robles 
Eddie Conrad Co 
Continental Tourist 
2d half (22-24) 
Bradnes Circus 
BALTIMORE 
Century (18) 
Calif Collegians 
Lewis & Moore 
Emile Boreo 
Larry Rich Co 
Alex Morrison 
CLEVELAND 
State (18) 
Van Cello & M 
Gordon, Reed & K 
Edgar Bergen Co 
Jack Pepper 
Blue Rhythm Bd 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (18) 
Ted Lewis 


Mario & Lazgarine 

Bert O’Lino 

V Rathburn Co 

Zelaya 

Cass, Mack & O 

Rosette & Luttman 
WASHINGTON 

Fox (18) 

Andressen 

Reis & Dunn 

Hedda Hopper 

Michon Bros 





Will Osborn Orch 





WARNER 





ELIZABETH 
Ritz 

ist half (18-21) 
Morris & Evans 
Ann Pritchard 
Cookie Bowers 

lst half (11-14) 
Arena Irene & P 
Jean Granese 
Gray Fam 
Joe Browning 
Walter Powell Bd 

2a half (15-17) 
Lynn Cantor 
Freda & Palace 
O'Hanlon & Zam 

HARTFORD 
State (24) 
Pease & Nelson 
Collins ._— 
( 


) 
Capitol Radio Gang 
Gould & Robey 
LAWRENCE 
Warner (24) 
Leo Hening 
Harry Hines 
Cliff Nazarro Bd 
(17 


Foster & Van 
Vie Oliver 
NEW LONDON 
Garde (24) 
Venita Gould 
Olsen & Bingham 
(One to fill) 
(17) 
Harry Hines 
Pease & Nelson 
Mazzone & Keane 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (18) 
Bob Stickney 
Morgan & Stone 
Pearce & Velie 
Frances Arms 
(11) 
Herbert Renard Co 
Tom Fulmer 


*Joe Phillips 

4 Flushers 

Dawn Sis & € 

Billy Glason 

Lomas Tr 

Mastbaum £28) 

Weaver Bros 

(Three to fill) 
(11) 

6 Lucky Boys 

Ray Bolger 

Roxy Ens 

Porcelain Romance 


WASHINGTON 
Earle (18) 
Carlton Emmy 
Evans & Mayer 
Bob Hall 
Barney Rapp Orch 
(11) 

Case Bros & Marie 
Cookie Bowers 
Pearce & Velie 
Burns & Allen 


WATERBURY 
Strand (18) 
Freda & Palace 
Billy Glason 
(Three to fill) 
(11) 
Ann Pritchard Co 
Milo 
Hilton & Garron 
Capitol Radio Co 
V & E Stanton 
3aby Goins Co 
TORRINGTON 
Warner (24-26) 
Foley & LaTour 
Mazzone & Keane 
Freda & Palace 
Casting Campbells 
(17-18) 
3 Olympics 
Levan & Bolles 





| Frank Radcliffe 


Pilcer & Douglas 


Russian Revels 





4 


Fanchon 


& Marco 





BROOKLYN 
Fox (18) 
‘Birthday Party’ 
Bul Telaak 
Billie Brown 
Sally Payne . 
Ubaldo Russo 
Bruno Sarti 
Sylvia Sharp 
Rogers & Wynne 
Jules Scheer 
BOSTON 

Metropolitan (#6) 
Ubangi’ 
Gilda Gray 
Roy Cummings 
Frank DeRue 
Crosby Bros 
Sunkist Ens 
BRIDGEPOR? 

Poli (18) 


ggoxier I 








Nina Olivette 
Les Everson 
Irwin & McAvoy 
Dancing Boys 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (18) 
Hollywood C 
Teddy Joyce 
Ben Turpin 
Walter Hiers | 
‘Snub’ Pollard 
Lamberti 
Blosson Sis 
Mary Miles 
Cathleen Bessette 
Joyce & Gary 
CHIOAGO 
Chicago (18) 
‘Veils’ I 
Zelda Santiey 
Conrad's Pigeons 





Mates weace™ * 7 


| Toots 


| Minnie 


| Georges 


| Madeline Schmid 


Merna Fortune 
Sunkist Ene 
Uptewn (18) 
‘Sweet & Lovely’ 
Blanohe Sweet 
Stroud Twins 
Chamberlain & 
Loe Lorraine 
1l Rinker 
The Catchalots 
Hollywood Ens 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (18) 
‘Mickey & M 
Arnaut Bros 
Buster Shaver 
O & G Brasno 
Monty & Carmo 
Novelle 
Mouse B 
DETROIT 
Fox (18) 
Star Gazing’ 
Wally Vernon 
Athenas 
Wallen & Barnes 
Muriel Gardner 
Collennette Ens 


NM’ 


‘Radio Stars’ I 

Eddie Bruce 

4 Albee Bis 

Bill Aronson 

Leota Lane 

Kay Fayre 

Tony Pagliaecei 

John Tio 

Peggy Warde 
HOLLYWOOD 
Pantages (17) 

‘Tahiti’. I 


Ted Claire 
Bernardo de 
Celine Lescar 
Peg-Leg Bates 
Park & Clifford 
Princess Kipikona 
Gus Elmore 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (18) 
‘Jubilee Show’ 
Ted Lewis 
Dixie 4 
C Snowball Whittier 
High Hat Ens 
Esther Pressman 
Doris Deane 
Mildred Gaye 
High Hat Bd 
LITTLE ROCK 
Arkansas (18) 
‘Malibu Beach’ 
Armida 
Bernie & Walker 
Renee Torres 
Henri Therrien 
Anderson & Allen 
Tom, Dick & H 
Sunkist Ens 


Pace 


‘Girl Troubles’ 
Chester Fredericks 
Warren Jackson 
Julia Curtis 
DeLong Sis 
Calif Red Heads 
Joey Ceylon 
Ottilie George 
5 Thoroughbreds 
MADISON 
Orpheum (18) 
‘On the Riviera’ 
R Donahue & Uno 
Edwin George 
Lottie Mayer Jr 
Agnes Knox 
Sunkist Ens 


‘Irene’ I 

Kathryn Crawford 

Bobby Watson 
NEW HAVEN 
Paramount (18) 

‘Bughouse’ I 

Charlie Foy 

Maxine Lewis 

Olga & Mishka 

Balalaika 6 

Flaschette 

Tudy 

Virginia Peck 

La Verne 


ORLEA 
State (18) 
Stone & Lee 


| Snooser Jr 
Carter Boys Rev 
OAKLAND 


weakens” | 
| 





‘Mystery’ I 

|} 4 Duval 

Heller & Riley 

| Smith, Rogers & EB 

PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (18) 

Paul Ash Co 


Paramount (17) 
"Whoopee’ 
Buddy Doyle 
John Rutherford 
Gene Gehrung 
Eddie Abdo 
Jane Lee 
Pietro Gentili 
Wm Dyer 
Howard Nugent 
Virginia L Bouldin 
Carter de Haven Jr 
Bobbe Arnst 
Juan Villasana 


SAN DIEGO 
Fox (17) 

‘School Days’ 
Milton Dougias 
Freddie Craig Jr 
Mary Price 
Ottilie Morosco 
Edna Sedgwick. 
Charlie Myers 
Bobby Bernard 
Muriel Moran 
Arlette Young 
Louis Pope 
Nellie Thompson 
T & J O'Connor 
Buster Keim 
Sue St John 
Estelle Haleska 
SAN FRANCISCO 

Warfield (18) 
‘Hello, Paree’ 
Lyna Cowan 
Bellett & Lamb 
Wilton Crawley 
Lubow & Rice 

Ss 


Paramount (17) 

‘Shanghai’ I 

Long Tack 8 & Co 
Mi-na & Nee-sa L 


Circus’ I 
Monte Blue 
Monroe Broe 
Kirk & Lawrence 
Ben Omar 


Follow Thru’ 
Joe Penner 
Olive Olsen 
TOLEDO 
Paramount (18) 
‘Hearts of B'way’ 
Vera Gordon 


Topsy McMann 
Max Lerner 
Nadje Gordon 
Myrtle Lyman 
Torney Ens 


Perry Askam 
Tanzi 
Earl Askam 
Nennette Merkyl 
Charles Boyle 
Betty Willie 
John Wagner 
VANCOUVER 
Orpheum (17) 
‘Georgia Minstrels’ 
3 Gobe 
Tommy Harris 
Lasses Brown 
Chick Beeman 
Billy Mitchel 
The Nay Bros 
Jimmy Miller 
Norvelle Reese 
Browns 
ESTER 


Poli (18) 
Britton’s Bd 


Beatrice Howell 
Chie Kennedy 








Cabarets 





NEW YORK CITY 


Biltmore Hotel 
Paul Whiteman Or 
Jane Vance 
Red McKenzie 
Peggy Healy 
Irene Taylor 
Jack Fulton Jr 
Ramona 


Central P’*k Casino 


Sheila Barrett 
Eddie Duchin Or 


Connie’s Inn 
Cora Green 
Bobby Evans 
Jazzlips Richardson 

& B Meeres 
Emma Smith 
Bessie Dudley 
Lillian Cowan 
Red & Struggle 
Billie Maples 
Kaye Oarker 
Simms & Bowie 
Louise Cook 
Willie Jackson 


‘Lucky Seven 3 


Don Re@Qman Orch 


Cotten Club 


Aida Ward 

Henri Wessel 
Swan & Lee 

Anise Boyer 

Roy Atkins 
Peaches & Duke 
Brown & McGraw 
Nicholas Bros 
Leitha Hill 

Cab Calloway Orch 


El Chico’s 
Duran & Moreno 
Lorenzo Herrera 


Ei Flamengo 
Al Valencia Orch 
El FPlamencito 
Nina & Moreno 
Marquita Flores 
Ignacio Ruffino 
Marta de la Torre 
Accordion Luis 


Fl Garon 
Fontana 
Anna Ludmila 


| Delys & Clark 


Leon Belasco Orch 
Ei Patio 


Rousiia & Ramon 


| Frances Maddux 


Endor & Farrell 
Henry King Or 
B’ligw’d B’staurant 
Fowiesr & Tamara 


Collette Sis 

Frank Hasserd 
Blanche Bow 

4 Climas 

Isham Jones. Orch 


Hotel Lexington 
Don Bestor Orch 
Art Jarrett 


Hotel New Yorker 


Geo Olsen Orch 
Ethel Shutta 


Lido Gardens 


Billy Arnold Rev 

Allan Walker 
ubbles 
b Biglow 

Larry lhe 

Harry Carroll Orcb 
Montparnasse 


De Marcos 
Loomis Bis 
Jack Vance 
Yacht Club Boys 
Bobby Sanford 


Nat Ciab 
Joe Lewis 
Jerry Bergen 
Lulu Bates 
Nina Laughlin 
Barbara McDonald 
Brook Adams 
Lew Fink 
Joe Plotski 
Al Romanoff 
Village Choir 
Enoch Light's Orch 


Paramount Grill 


Eddie Jackson 
Harriett Hilliard 
Ozzie Nelson Orch 


Park Central Hotel 


Harry Barris Orch 
Loyce Whiteman 
Terry Sis 

Joe Peddiee 


Piace Pigalie 


Peggy de Albrew 
Veloz & Yolanda 
Ord Hamilton 
Dick Gasparre Orch 
D Alberto Tangoists 


PORTLAND | 
' 





== 


Picture Theatres | 








NEW YORK CITY 





Donald Novis 
Paramount (11) | Snowball Whittier | 
Maurice Chevalier | Ethel Pressman i 
Jack Holland Dixie 4 
June Knight Mildred Gaye 
Bobby May Doris Deane 
Les Gails Evenings for Sale’ 
Rubinoff | BUFFALO 
Crawforde | Buffalo (11) 
‘Evenings for Sale } Monte Blue 
Rexy (11) | Peter Higgins 
Mata Cora Monroe Bros 
Vivian Fay | Kirk & Lawrence 
Keith Clark Annette Ames 
Harald & Lola Cabin in Cotton’ 
Schuman-Heinke | DETROIT 
‘Sherlick Holmes’ Fisher (11) 
BROOKLYN | Radio Rogues 
Paramount (11) | Lovee, Burnoff & W 
Ted Lewis 3 Orantos 
Sophie Tucker 3 On a Match’ 
Don Carlos Orch Taft Grill 
Jimmy Carr Orch Geo Hall Orch 
Roosevelt Hotel The Csarda 
Guy Lombardo Or Karoly Bencsze 
Zsiga Bela 
Ressian Arts Mme llona dottecr' 
Joe Morantz Orch | Karoly Nyaray . 
Renee & Laura : , 7 
Nickolas Hadarick Torch Club 


Barra Birs 
Misha Usanoff 


St. Regis Hotel 


Dario & Diane 
Dick Gasparre Or 


Small’s Paradise 


‘Black Rhythm’ R 
Nyra Johnson 
Meers & Norton 
3 Speed Demons 
yeo Walker 
Wm Spellman 
3 Palmer Bros 
May Alex 
Mabel Scott 
Roy White 
Dorothy Turner 





Chas Johnsen Orch 


CHICAGO 


Blackhawk 
Hal Kemp Orch 
Deane Janis 
Rose & Ray Lyk 
Patricia Storm 
Paul Sis 


Club Alabam 


Reale Sis 

Effie Burton 
Patsy McNair 
Edna Lindsey 
Freddie Villant 
Mary Thorne 
Mildred Rose 
Bernie Adler 
Eddie Makins Orch 


College Inn 


Ben Bernie Orch 
Sisters ‘G’ 
Jackie Heller 
Genevieve Tighe 
38 Orphans 

Pat Kennedy 
Frank Prince 


Club Clifford 
Bradsh’w & C’'l'g’ns 
Eva Brown Co 

Club Rubaiyatte 
Myrtle Watson 
Dale Dyer 
Bernice St John 
Harry LeGrand 
Jimmy Noone Or 
Edgewater Beach 


Mark Fisher Orch 
Olive O'Niel 


Knickerbock’r Clab 


Suzanne France 
Doris Hurtig 
Tony Corcoran 
Bill Nolan 


Blue Grotto 


Margie Taite . 
Marjorie France 
Connie Cella 
Olga Hoyer 
Todd Sis 





Betty Van Allen 
Freddie Daw Orch 


Jackie May 
Frances Dunn 
Arthur Budd 
Elissa Duval 
Buddy Wagner Or 


Village Bara 


Gus Van 

Betty Froos 

Betty Dodge 
Mackie & LaValle 
Rita Townsend 
Billie Bold 

Joe Furst’s Orch 


Waldorf-Astoria 


Emil Coleman Or 
The Argentines 
Mischa Borr Ens 


Frolic's 
Freda Sullivan 
Yvonne Morrow 
Al Shayne 
Olive Shayne 
Grant & Rosalie 
Joy Finley 
Dorothy Ray 
Curry & DeSylvia 
Don Pedro Orch 


Granada 
Jack Miles Orch 
3 Marinos 
Gladys DeFoe 
Keller Sis 
Chicagoettes 


Kit Kat 


Harry Linden 
Joyce Jelke 
Blice Lorraine 
Irene Barba 
Rosalie Jelke 
Dot LeRoy 
Fred Janis Orch 


Monatmartre 
LaMay & Louise 
Tina Tweedie 
Dick Ware 
Edna Mae Morris 
F Quartell’s Orch 


Paramount Obub 


Sally Rand 
Harry Glynn 
Etta Reed 

Olive Faye 
Peggy Moore 

Sid Lang’s Orch 
Terrace Gardens 


Chas Agnew Orch 
Stanley Jacobson 
Dusty Rhodes 
Emily DeSalvi 
Jack Read 

Vanity Fair 
Hank Lishin 
Bliss Lewis & Ash 
Bobbie “T’xas’ Cook 
Jinette Valion 
Romo Vincent 





Beer, Booze, Speaks 


(Continued from page 1) 


likker income to a fraction of the 





Riviera } 
Bari Rickard 
Gertrude Niessen 
Dolores Farris | 
Floria Vestoff 
Crawford & Caskey | 
Peggy Enzlish 
Barbara McDonald 





Arthur Rogers i 


present gross, but with the knowl- 
edge it'll provide more velvet, as 
too much of it must now be given 
up for protection. 

That beer as a possibility by 
March, if not before, will boom 
show biz is the general conensus. 
It'll permit for the European style 
of conclave in the public taverns, 
and bring people out of their homes, 
to a drinking restaurant at a price 
they can better afford, and gen- 
erally circulate money for string 


and dance orchestras, entertain- 
ment, and all the other ap- 
purtenances. The reflection on the- 


atre-going, as a result, is also esti- 
mated as most optimistic. 

The booze graft as a matter of 
fact has grown considerably over 
the summer. The class speaks, 
usually financed by the mobs, had 
financed their Urbanesque appoint- 
ments as an investment for the 
future, following repeal or modi- 
fication, but the take ’em boys have 


had other ideas. Such ideas in- 
clude heavier taps, knowing that 
the racket is growing time-limited, 


further fortified by the new modus 
operandi of moving out or wrecking 


lineradly 


and axes, physically and 


destroy your business. 
Getting Off Liquor 
This has led the mobs to chill on 


| the likker thing of late. Claim ts 
that the Government's mobsters, 
| with the legal padlock threat as a 
bludgeon, can outdo any strong- 
|}armery of the mobs. 

For that reason the mobs around 
ithe nite spots scoff at any talk of 
muscling in on the brewers when 
beer becomes legal. The brewers 
will be able to ship out of S8St. 
Louis, Milwaukee, Jersey or any of 


their distilleries with little molesta- 
tion, for the brewers’ drivers have 
long been schooled to any hijacking 


or payer-offering, especially when 
there’s nothing illicit about beer 
hauling. 

That the speak will never pass 
out has its substantiation by con- 
ditions in London, Montreal and 


Quebec. Despite the restrictions, 
government liquor stores and other 


discouragements to hard booze 
drinking, and despite the relative 
ease of buying a drink by the 


bottle, there are speaks in all these 
cities for illicit, or after-hour drink- 
ing. 

The Government liquor store idea 
is technically 100%. It guarantees, 
or seeks to effect, drinking in the 
home, and away from the saloons. 

But man is a mixer. That's why 
waiters were born—to serve the 
eaters-out. The yen to conclave ir 
public taverns and eating places 
is a matter of history. That's why 
the women will never give up the 
speaks. They like that up-against- 
the-bar and brass-rail stuff. K's 
an expression of some libido or in- 
hibition, but whatever it is, it’s not 
unrecallable when & woman in a 
saloon was openly insulted—else 
she’d not be there, Today it’s chie, 
Hence the evolution of the smart 
drinking restaurants with thetr 
ultra appointments and high tar- 
riffs. 

Expectant 

The beer and ale thing is hope- 
fully looked to by the hotels, par- 
ticularly, which, through all of 
Vosteadism, alone have maintained 
a decorous character, with con- 
servative cuisine costs and dignified 
surroundings, dance music, etc. 
and which alone are regarded as 
very likely to benefit from any 
modification. 

The speaks will still purvey the 
hard stuff for those as wants Mt, 
There’s a feeling that relatively 
few will, particularly if light wines 
are legalized along with beer. 


On the other hand, the class 
speak never did like to handle beer. 
Too much trouble, That’s why the 
relatively high tap of $1 a bottle, 
when a shot of rye or Scotch 
fetches the same thing. The hand- 
ling and bulk makes beer a head} 
ache and it’s carried only for ac 
commodation, 


The 1932 type of sumptuous 
drinking restaurant. with the fancy 
bars on the side, are seemingly 
primed as the mobs’ legit business. 
For there’s no disputing’ the 
booze traffickers’ business acumen. 
They're big business and better ore 
ganized than many another big biz. 
With them it’s strictly a matter of 
how the income tallies with the 
outgo. When the latter is so stag- 
gering, with so much giver-upper- 
ing, it’s no secret that they’d prefer 
grossing less, especially with as- 
surance they'll be able to retain 
more of the net than under the 
present necessary system of payoff 
for protection. 

The beer, wine and booze thing 
is the biggest nite spot conversa- 
tional topic, now thdt the election 
is past. Before, even with the 6-1 
and 7-1 odds on Roosevelt, it had 
its elements of uncertainty. Now 
the palaver is how far will the wet 
Senate go. 

The speaks know best that good 


beer can’t be under 4% alcoholic 
and 7 and 8% is better; also that 
wines can’t be under 28-proof 
(14%), which latter raises a prob- 
lem of how far will alcoholic 
legalization go in its amending 
strength. 


That beer and ale will pave ine 
way for almost anything is con- 
ceded. It’ll certainly make the 
drinking problem easier. 

The case goods sellers of beer 
already are chopping it down from 
$8 to $6 and now to $5. Because 
the same brew, from at least three 





the furnishings and appointments. 


That hurts. Outfitting some of the | 
class speaks with their ornate onyx 
and chromium bars and walls 
fancy mirrors, drapes and hangings, | 
etc., has cost up to $70,060 for thé 
decorations alone. 
It’s one thing to stall a padlock 
procedure but another when, prio1 
| to trial, the raiders, with crowha 


McCoy centres that have been sup- 
plying New York with a not-bad 





| brand of beer, will get a fraction 
|of that price in perhaps only a 
couple of months hence. 

Tal Henry and his North Caro- 


linians, an OCA band, opened last 
week at the Wardman Park hotel, 
Washington, for an indefinite stay, 
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42 VARIETY TEamMES SQUARE 32 
WERT RE =a -ets ore labet ia’ US 4 gee Pept § teh Pt PEPE PEPETET! Ft the money, but has never been ree 
East E paid. 
- F eye 
, News ro! } } t e al ies Divorce and $50 a month for six 
Senator Dill, speaking over the} — granted to Lala Claire Mar. 
radio last week, told that the Reps., | : ; : ; : . golies, former actress, by L. A. Sue 
Seiten and -Gectaliets bed 0 combined This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as published during the week in the perior Judge Georgia P. Builocke 
radio bill to the network of about | daily papers of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Hollywood and London. Variety takes no Tecate Waeons "Margoli —_— 
2,000,000. C limented the chains . : o : ; ° J Margolies, pice 
$2,000,00 oe ete lccathnn at if] credit for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. ae eek Gieaiiee, Wits ennetce, 
time. Total campaign cost for ether Pion SEATED PTRTEDS Baas SERRE EE 
about $5.000,000. : " 3 Suit to restrain Edmund Burns, 
Hays office. Betty Compson re-, Harris has had a leaning net is a ae tency ca ow - doing business as the Melrose Dis. 
eile rte Si , at. Maugham since his ‘Rain.’ residence and is lease oa tenant /tributing Co., and Martin Sex 
Mitzi Downs, former dancer, | Potted on same boa & farmer. Tough part is that Gaige 4 n Sexton, 


charged with the murder of a Long 
Island chiropodist, held without bail. 





Patrick Kearney, who dramatized 
“American Tragedy,’ has sold a new 
play, ‘Veiled Eyes,’ to Carroll Sachs. 





. 
Memorial services in St. John's 
cathedral by Episcopal Actors’ 
Guild Sunday (19). 





‘The Mad Hopes’ will revert to its 


original ‘No Money to Guide Her’ 
when it opens in Boston. Bela Blau 
show. 





Judge Erlanger yields to Saul J. 
Baron the papers demanded in a 
suit in Surrogate’s court, so motion 
dismissed. Two records of confes- 
sions of judgments and a-~bond and 
mortgage. Latter was executed by 
the realty co. of the New Amster- 
dam. Judgments were by Erlanger 
Realty Co. and Erlanger Amusement 
Co. to the estate. 





Silent film, made in Soviet Ar- 
menia, shown on Union Square last 
week. Not even synchronized. 





Little Picture House to stage a 
series of Saturday night special 
shows, following the regular per- 
formance. Noted travelers’ wilil 
show their pictures and afterward a 
supper in the restaurant at a $2 tap. 
House appeals to the Park ave. 
crowd. 





Mrs. Isabel Whitehill, wife of 
Clarence Whitehill, formerly with 
the Met opera, attempted suicide in 
their apartment in Sutton place 
Nov. 7. Saved by prompt medical 
attention. Said she was worried 
over her husband's future. White- 
hill was one of the walkouts on the 
salary cut. 





Mrs. Dorothy Witherbee, dance 
teacher, loses her suit in White 
Plains to recover custody of her son 
Roger, 14. He has been in charge 
of a school teacher since her di- 
vorce. Her contention that this 
guardian was unfit not sustained. 





Progressive Productions is a new 
formation. Bert Goldberg and Jack 
Strouse fronting. 





Carol Sax denies ‘Veiled Eyes’ will 
g9 into immediate production. Says 
it’s casting trouble. 





Judge Erlanger files notice of ap- 
peal from decision of the Surro- 
gate which found Charlotte Fixel to 
be the common-law wife of the late 
A. L. Erlanger... Appeal is ‘as a 
whole’ and ‘each and every part.’ 
Will act as a stay against imme- 
diate efforts to bring suit for her 
dower rights. 





Federal Judge Caffey has ap- 
pointed Joseph Lorenz special mas- 
ter in the suit to restrain RKO and 
Samuel Rothafel from using the 
name of Roxy as title for a theatre. 





East Orange and Plainfield, N. J., 
vote for Sunday theatres. Question 
was included on the ballot and the 
vote was about 3-1 in favor of Sun- 
day opening. City ordinances prob- 
ably will be repealed. Many man- 
agers were arrested in both cities 
last year. 





League of N. Y. Theatre decides 
to renew the fight against the ticket 
tax. Also plans to campaign for 
Sunday drama shows in N. Y. C. 





Bella and Sam Speewack are on 
their way to Hollywood to help 
Metro do a script of ‘Clear All 
Wires.’ 





Former ‘Alarm Clock Review’ now 
is ‘Breathin’ Easy.’ 





Joan Bennett in town on vacation. 





Police Commissioner Mulrooney 
taking his first vacation since 1928. 
Gone to Italy. 





‘The Good Earth’ was broadcast 
over WJZ Sunday (13) with the fuil 
Guild cast. 





Some brewers hoping that beer 
will be out of the trenches by Xmas, 
but more conservative figure it will 
be much later. 





Charles S. Stoneham, prez of the 
N. Y. Giants ball team, gets into the 
spotlight when Buda Goodman, also 
known as Helen Smith, took a four- 
year sentence to Auburn prison for 
jewel thefts. Her record showed 
that the ball magnate had contrib- 
uted materially to her support and 
had taken her on various trips. 





Former Mayor Walker to Italy 
and maybe India on the ‘Conte 
Grande. Square gossip has him on 
his way to Paris to represent the 


| John Galsworthy, British novelist 


land dramatist, awarded.the Nobel 


prize in literature. 





Mrs. Loane De Lage, actress, re- 
cently from Hollywood, turned on 
the gas in her apartment Thursday 
(10) and then sat down to write her 
sensations. Emergency crew, sum- 
moned by neighbors, broke in the 
decor and revived her after an hour's 
work. Police told that her husband, 
Jack, an artist, had left her the day 
before. 





George White drops the twice- 
daily plan for the Casino... Will give 
the usual mats and specials on Sun- 
day. That means 10 shows on the 
week (8 other than Sunday), but 
technically it’s within the Equity 
rules and a revue. 





Mrs. George E. Jordan, astrologer; 
professionally known as Evangeline 
Adams, died Nov. 10. Cerebral 
hemorrhage. Best known over the 
radio, though she had a large per- 
sonal following in New York, 





Fred Buckley, ex-convict, was ar- 
rested in the Long Island R. R. sta- 
tion in Brooklyn Thursday (10) as 
he was telling an accomplice over 
the phone how he had sent a letter 
to Phillips Lord, known on the radio 
as Seth Parker. Letter was a black- 
mail demand for $1,000. Pinch was 
made before the letter was deliv- 
ered, and Buckley was held on a va- 
grancy charge until the letter ar- 
rived to permit a change to at- 
tempted blackmail. Lord explained 
he had met Buckley in a speakeasy 
where he went to aid down-and-out 
unfortunates. 





With the country rejoicing over 
the anticipated return of wines and 
beer under the expected modifica- 
tion, producers are not so happy. 
Brewers fear they will be taxed to 
extinction. Louis Mouquin fearful 
that foreign high-grade wines may 
be barred to protect domestic grape 
growers. 





Chaliapin here for a concert tour. 
Reveals the Soviet offers the return 
of his confiscated property if he'll 
come back, but proposition was 
turned down. Felt new Russia 
would cramp his artistic develop- 
ment. 





June Dolores Martin, known in 
burlesque, gets an indeterminate 
sentence in Bedford Reformatory 
for the killing of her roommate, 
Florence Miller, last spring. She 
pleaded guilty to second-degree 
manslaughter when brought up for 
trial last month. 7 





Evan ‘Cyrano de Bergerac’ gets 
the switch. Musical version will be 
known as ‘Roxane.’ 





‘Crescendo,’ by Donald Hathaway, 
will be brought uptown from the 
Provincetown playhouse. House not 
decided upon. 





Walter Hampden will play 
‘Cyrano’ at the Majestic, Brooklyn, 
week of Nov. 28. Says it’s the last 
chance to see him in the play, which 
he will shelve in Jan. 





‘Take a Chance’ spotted for Apol- 
lo on 42d. Due in next Tuesday 
(22). House has been taking it 
since the burley invasion. 





Egon Brecher, playing in ‘Clear 
All Wires,’ to direct ‘She Waar Dif- 
ferent’ and ‘Etienne.’ 





Figured the hotel exposition will 
bring in 10,000 bonifaces. 





Irene Dunne comes to town for 
legal advice. Wants to chop the tie 
that binds. 





Bernard K. Thurness, Cleveland 
business man, turned on his radio 
the other night and was startled to 
hear the voice of his boyhood sweet- 
heart, Mabel Murphy. They were 
married Sat. (12). 





Interlocutory decree annulling the 
marriage of Preston Sturges to Mrs. 
Eleanor Post Hutton handed down. 
Becomes final Feb. 3. Referee found 
that the playwright’s Mexican di- 
vorce from Estelle Mudge was with- 
out force, and annulled marriage on 
that ground. 





A. H. Woods contemplating three 
productions this season: ‘The 
Mighty Weak,’ by Sam Shipman; 
‘Lost Horizons,’ by Harry Segal, and 
‘Her Greatest Role,’ from the Hun- 


garian. 








Sam H. Harris holds options on 
two recent British productions. 
| ‘Wild Violets’ is a musical. Other 
lis Somerset Maugham’'s new work. 





Morrie Ryskind and Robert E. 
Sherwood are face lifting ‘Eldorado,’ 
which flopped last season. Will be 
produced under new auspices. 





Guy Phillips, actor being sued by 
Jos. Selzer for alienation, will offer 
in evidence a deposition by his late 
wife declaring she was present at 
most of the interviews between the 
two and had seen nothing wrong. 
Shortly after the testimony was 
signed Mrs. Phillips killed herself 
and their two children while Phillips 
was taking Mrs. Selzer home. 





Six police emergency wagons 
were called to Lyric hall, 6th and 
42a, Saturday night (12), when 
stockholders started to beat up the 
high-pressure salesmen who had 
landed them for shares in Trustee 
System Service Corp., of Chicago. 
More than $2,000,000 worth of sales 
had been made, mostly in the York- 
ville section. Attorney General in- 
vestigating. 





Theatre Guild may decide to keep 
‘Reunion’ on the road after the 
Lunts are forced by other engage- 
ments to leave. Lunts quit Dec. 3 
to rehearse with Noel Coward. 





Leopold Stokowski of Phila orch 
now a Delaware corporation. Ob- 
tained a charter on himself last 
week. Mrs. Stokowski is his prez, 
and they, with Helen Parkhurst, of 
N. Y., form the board of directors. 





All the Sunday papers carried 
stories of how Greta Garbo had 
spent 10 days in London in disguise. 
Not spotted. 





Erlanger office to make no new 
stage productions for the present. 





‘Springtime for Henry’ is winter 
for the cast. Closes in Newark 
Sat. (19). 





Another example of Jersey jus- 
tice. Man threw a rock at a rabbit 
and was fined for hunting without 
a license, 





Russell Markert will switch to 
Radio City after five years of the 
Roxyettes at the Roxy. 





Lydia Lindgren, opera _ artist, 
withdrew her suit against Otto 
Kahn for $500,000, claiming his fail- 
ure to carny out his promise to 
finance her career. Had one hectic 
day in court with the judge calling 
her down plenty for her tem- 
perament. After a four hour con- 
ference Friday (11) suit was dis- 
continued. Max Steuer, represent- 
ing the banker, declared no money 
had been paid. In court it was 
testified she had gotten $30,000. 
Suit in Long Island City court. It 
is common report she got $20,000. 





Back in 1928 Rose Knezek, on the 
stage as Virginia Gregori, got a 
permanent wave in a_ Brooklyn 
beauty parlor. So badly burned 
about the head and shoulders she 
is totally bald and badly scarred 
about the neck and shoulders, pre- 
venting professional engagements. 
Jury in a Brooklyn court looked at 
pictures taken before the accident 
and then at the scars in a suit 
against Mrs. Belle Gury for $50,000. 





Maria Jeritz, in Pittsburgh, de- 
nied she was contemplating a di- 
vorce. Had hef husband along to 
prove it* Goes to Boston to sing 
with San Carlo co. 





On complaint of the Society for 
the Suppression of Vice, Nathan 
Friedman, bookseller, was held in 
$500 bail on a charge of offering for 
sale a copy of ‘Let’s Go Naked.’ Il- 
lustrated book on the nudist cult 
which is on sale all over town. 
Friedman is wondering why they 
picked on him. 





William deRahm, of social regis- 
ter, becomes a nite club dancer. 
Had been selling high priced cars, 
but no market now, and he’s a good 
dancer, 





‘Aircaster’ of the ‘Journal’ says 
that prevalence of crime scenarios 
on the air is making trouble for 
N. Y. police. Nervous women listen 
in and then imagine burglars and 
yell for radio cops. 





Chester Erskin doubling with 
Arch Selwyn to produce plays. First 
probably will be ‘Strange Orches- 
tra.’ 





Good p.a. gag comes from the 
Biltmore theatre. Story runs that 
‘Carry Nation’ makes the audience 
so thirsty a cordial shop has opened 
up across the street. 





Federal agents raided a barn on 
Crosby Gaige’s country home near 
Peekskill and seized two large stills 





and about $10,000 worth of product. 





never got a chance to cut in for an 
occasional gallon. Been buying it 
on B’way at Times Sq. prices. 





CBS sends a written apology to 
Dr. W. K. Gregory for cutting out 
the mike on a recent interview. 
Don Clark said he found nothing 
in the lines to call for cutting. To 
the effect that the country was 
overboard on production of goods 
and babies. 





M. H. Aylesworth announces 
RKO Roxy and Radio City Music 
Hall as official monikers for the 
Radio City houses. RKO prefix 
will distinguish the Roxy from the 
older house of same name should 
the courts decide in favor of the 
7th Ave. claimants. 





Pope Pius XI and Edward G. 
Robinson named among the heirs 
of the late Marie L. Weldon, who 
inherited the art treasures of 
Prince Holm, the Danish explorer. 
Film actor will receive a string of 
old Egyptian amber beads. 





‘Love Life of the Tiffy’ was sent 
to dry dock for revision instead of 
coming into the Longacre. Trial 
in Jackson Heights developed weak- 
nesses. 





Enforcement men told to be ac- 
tive to check premature beer and 
wines. Not on statute beoks yet, 
says dry administrator. 





, Newark art theatre opens its sea- 
son tonight (15). 


3 Coast 


Clothing bill for $181 is owed by 
Rockcliffe Fellowes and his wife, 
according to a L. A. Municipal court 
suit filed by Eddie Schmidt, Inc. 








Although he is said to have an- 
ncunced to friends his engagement 
to Estelle Taylor, John Warburton 
told reporters that he ‘would rather 
not discuss it.’ 





Temporary injunction restraining 
B.B.B.’s Cellar from having liquor 
on the premises issued by Federal 
Judge Paul McCormick. Nightery 
has been raided on several occa- 
sions. 





Mrs. Victoria de Olazabal, former 
wife of Tom Mix, has sued the actor 
in Superior court, L. A., for $50,000 
which she charges he owes her on 
five promissory notes. 





Pending trial of a contested di- 
vorce action, Raymond J. Hollis, 
non-pro, has been ordered by Su- 
perior Court Commissioner Doyle, 
L. A., to pay his wife, Ethel Hollis, 
former actress, $75 a month ali- 
mony. 





Octavia White Kemp, actress, is 
suing Vincent Carl Kemp for divorce 
in L. A. Superior court, charging 
that he disappeared shortly after 
their marriage and had not returned. 





Charging her husband, Sidney B. 
Hickox, cameraman, ignored her 
after becoming infatuated with an- 
other woman, Edna Hickox has filed 
an amended divorce complaint in 
Superior court, L. A. 





Trial of Duncan Renaldo, on 
charges of illegally entering the U. 
S., has been postponed to Dec. 13 by 
— Judge George Cosgrove, 





Superior Judge Dudley Valentine 
continued for a month the contempt 
proceedings brought by Mrs. Marin 
Hoxie against her divorced husband, 
Jack Hoxie, to collect $300 back ali- 
mony. Hoxie asked for time to rent 
out his trained animals. and get 
some money. 





Trial of Duncan Renaldo’ before 
Federal Judge George Coxsgrave on 
charges of falsely claiming Ameri- 
can citizenship, have been continued 
until Dec. 13 over the protests of 
defense counsel, 





Vivian Duncan obtained a divorce 
in Los Angeles Superior court from 
Nils Asther and custody of their 
small daughter. She testified that 
Asther continually conversed in 
Swedish with his mother when in 
her presence and swore at her. 





Beverly Hills home and two bank 
accounts of Lita Grey Chaplin at- 
tached on orders of George Barton, 
chief of the sheriff's civil depart- 
ment, as result of a suit for $406 
filed against her in Municipal court 
by Nicholas Gyory, her former man- 
ager, Latter charges he advanced 





W. L. Sexton and Mrs. W. L. Sex. 
ton, doing business as ‘Radio Doc,’ 
from further manufacture and sale 
of radio sets, has been filed in U. §s, 
District court, L. A., by Radio Cor- 
poration of America, General Elec- 
tric Co., and American Telephone 
and Telegraph Co. Plaintiffs charge 
infringement of basic radio patents. 





Eleanor Boardman has filed a 
separate maintenance suit in Su- 
perior court, L. A, against her hus- 
band, King Vidor. Former actress 
seeks a reasonable sum for support 
of their two daughters, and that 
Vidor be restrained from disposing 
of about $1,000,000 in community 
property, Suit describes Vidor as 
‘sullen, insolent and arrogant.’ 





Ordinance granting theatre regu- 
lation and “power to Police Commis- 
sion to ‘revoke licenses of’ theatres 
whose operators have been con- 
victed of presenting an indecent 
show adopted by the L. A. City 
council. 





For the fourth time in two years 
burglars ransacked .the Hollywood 
apartment of Gertrude Astor, tak- 
ing wearing apparel valued at $1,000 
on their last haul. 





Wide search now being made by 
investigators from the L. A. police 
department and the district attor- 
ney;’s office for Milton L. Cohen, ex- 
New York film distributor who has 
been missing from his Hollywood 
apartment since Oct. 26. 





Samuel Goldwyn, Inc., in its 
answer to Ronald Colman’s suit for 
$2,000,000 damages denies the actor 
was pictured as ‘drunk and dis- 
sipated.’ Many of the other material 
allegations also were denied. 





Thieves entered the apartment of 
May Boley, actress, North Holly- 
wood, securing a brooch valued at 
$500 and a ring priced at $85. 





Pauline Starke was granted judg- 
ment by Superior Judge McComb, 
L. A., in her mortgage-foreclosure 
proceeding against her ex-husband, 
Jack White. Actress charged that 
White gave her a promissory note 
for $22,000, secured by their Beverly 
Hills home in 1931 and had made 
only one payment. 





Lew Brice, brother of Fannie, 
nursing a broken jaw which he 
charges was handed him by Lee 
Moore, manager of a Culver City, 
Calif., cafe. 





In appreciation of Ramon No- 
varro’s ‘11 years of continuous 
service’ to Metro, Louis B. Mayer 
presented the actor with an en» 
graved desk clock. 





Despite his pending bankruptcy 
proceedings, Charles Ray must pay 
$4,975 for clothing and fineries pur- 
chased by his wife, Judge Leo Ag~ 
geler, L. A., ruled when giving judg~ 
ment for that sum in favor of the 
assignee of an apparel merchant. 


Mid-West 


Kate Smith in Chiccgo betweer 
trains visited Wilbur Lee Keeppem, 
17, at the hospital where the boy 
has been in bed for weeks. He 
permanently blinded from a bomb 
that exploded near Judge Mc- 
Goorty’s home. Whole hospital was 
present at the visit. 











Artists and Models Union held @ 
ball at the Morrison Hotel, Chicago. 
A beauty contest in connection 
therewith got the event photo- 
graphic publicity. 





Long on the fire the mysterious 
Sophie Tucker $5,000 note case was 
again postponed by Judge John 
Lupe. Moe Rosenberg, potent Chi- 
cago Democrat, is the ereditor and 
has waited since 1928 to collect. 
Matter has been up in court several 
times. Neither Rosenberg nor Tuck- 
er will discuss the incident. Rosen- 
berg some time ago tied up Sophfs 
pay check with Balaban & Katz. 





Alexandria Carlisle of Chicago got 
a gold medal for good diction By 


(Continued on page 56) 


DECREE FOR MRS. JOSACK 
Pittsburgh, Nov.- 14. 

Mrs. Joseph Josack, Jr., daugh- 
ter of Harry Brown, manager of 
Nixon theatre, was granted an un- 
contested divorce here. 

Josack, once a local press-agen' 
for the last couple of years has 
been with the Fox theatres in 
Bakersfield, Cal. 
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Tm Telling You 


By Jack Osterman 


HAPPY DAYS ARE HERE 
AGAIN....OH! BOY....TLL SAY 
... GEE WHIZ AND OH YOU 


KID! 





A Franklin in the White House 


Everybody seemed jovial last 
week as our new Prez was elected. 
The following day (Wednesday) 
money wasn’t found on the streets 
Dut at least a heavy rain started 
a new era off to a wet start. Ac- 
cording to papers Roosevelt, Gar- 
ner and ‘Music in the Air’ won by 
a landslide, One thing is certain, 
Dolly Gann won't have to worry 
about where she is seated from now 


; A Baer Fact 

Bugs Baer informed his radio lis- 
teners the other night that he is 
one guy that is known everywhere 
Englisa is broken. 





Prosperity Note 
To prove things are on the up- 
grade, Jack Pearl's right hand is 
heavily bandaged. At a party the 
other night he tried to grab a check. 





His First Move 

Charlie Morrison’s first step since 
we signed with him was to give up 
his RKO franchise. That only 
leaves him two more franchises to 
get rid of; then both of *'s ean rest 
for the winter. 

For Better Or For Hurst 

Fannie Hurst confided that the 
title of the flicker she is writing 
around Kate Smith will be, ‘Hark 
the Lark. What does she mean, 
‘writing around?’ Building around 
would be better. 





Explanation 
When Paramount started to make 
Isle of Lost Souls,’ they held a con- 
test for a leading lady and the one 
winning was christened, The Pan- 
ther. Woman, Leading man for a 
new Para. jungle picture will be 
called, The Lion Man. Which ex- 
plains, there was no: room for Katz. 

It Could Happen 

They tell of a small town manager 
who played Joe Jackson, the tramp 
eomic cyclist, for the first time. In 
his report ‘to the home office he 
stated: ‘Joe Jackson very funny but 
will never be able to ride a bicycle 

as long as he lives. — 








Who Said Ladies First? 

The mail is arriving. Edgar Al- 
len Woolf reminds us that our own 
Mother was billed, Louis Simon and 
Kathryn Osterman. Then there's 
Whiting and Burt, Ross and Fen- 
ton, Hallen and Fuller, Ryan and 
Lee, Harry Fox and the Millership 
Sisters and Neville Flesson and any 
musical comedy star not working. 








‘HAIR COLORING 
SPECIALIST — 
HERMAN SERVELLEN 


_ 665 Fifth Ave., New York 


‘ Near 52nd 8&t. 
Suite 808 Wickersham 2-9719 


FREE CONSULTATIONS 
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Unwelcome Air Plug 


The old style habit the nite 
club m. c’s had of airing the 
names of celebs present is 
coming back again, and will 
keep couvert charges away if 
it persists. 

A Sunday night's airing of 
the presence of a couple (with 
the man married) is a sample 
of this injudicious radio plug- 
ging that'll hurt two ways. 











in. 





Pardon Me. Winchell 


We don’t want to infringe on your 
word game Walter but can we help | 


in: ‘ All right Hoover, let that be} 
an election to you.’ 





Author! Author! 
how. her new show, ‘Pardon 
English’ loeked, the Polish fire- | 
cracker answered, ‘The book is so 
great, I can’t understand it,’ 





X Marx the Spot 

Groucho and Chico Marx are due 
to make their air debut’ soon. 
Groucho confided they are only 
waiting for television to hit so 
Harpo will get his chance, What 
they are waiting for in regards to 
Zeppo, neither one mentioned. 





Ostermania 


camels for his first Radio City pre- 
sentation...Martin Beck insisted on 
an audition...Larry Hart in from 
California for a vacation looking 
shorter than ever but bankroll much 
taller,..sounds Nke theroyghbred 
magnate...informs that music-pic- 
tures still in thefr infancy:..also 
that Hollywood has a Bronx of their 
own...first play Larry saw here 
was ‘Criminal at Large’ stating that 
after spending a year in Hollywood 
he wanted a thrill...ARE YOU 
READING? 


Local Merchants Turn 
Showmen to Get Trade 


Birmingham, Ala., Nov. 14. 

With good roads and automobiles 
farmers are forsaking the small 
towns and coming to nearby cities 
to buy their supplies at bulk prices 
and leaving small local stores hold- 
ing the bags. 

Last week at Columbiana show- 
manship turned the trick. Mer- 
chants got together and promoted a 
‘Community Sales Week,’ featured 
with prizes and events every day. 
Two of the features of the events 
were a ‘mystery auction sale’ and a 
guinea hen _ chase. The former 
event was made possible by each 
merchant donating some article 
which was auctioned off without the 
buyer knowing what it was. 

In the other event guineas were 
turned loose from the top of a build- 
ing. They had certificates attached 
to their legs entitlng competitors to 
prizes. Guineas were selected for 
this event because they ¢an run 
faster than ‘Man o’ War.’ 














Table d’'Hote Dinner $1.75. 


Phone WILLIAM 


. 


= 


~ Supper Cover $1 
Saturdays, Holidays and Opening Night $2 


for Reservations 


CIrcle 7-8000 





Come on, dig back and send them | 


it if a contributor, Artie Paul sends | 


When we asked Lydia Roberti | 


Roxy has ordered a caravan Of | 


Always ‘Gimmie’ 


Renee Carroll, the hat-cheok 
lsiren at Sardi’s, is flashing an ad- 
| vance royalty check from the Ma- 
| cauley company on her forthcoming 





— 


Here's a Romance That Would . 


Hissed Off Screen as Improbable 





book, ‘In Your Hat.’ Spring publi- 
cation. 

Alex Gard, Who did those ske« 
'at Sardi’s, will illustrate. 


20% ADVANCE 
IN BOOZE PRICE 








‘| Prices of booze advanced 20% 


over the week-end, the idea of ma- | Reno Gamblers Heeled 


ph manipulators being to eliminate | 
lene small dealer. Latter, it is fig- 
pes will be forced out because 
;}not able to pay the higher price 
|; through being unable to convince 


the small lot customer that the 
| boost is actual. Same probably ap- 


plies to a flock ef low grade speaks. | 


Last Thursday (10) the price on ‘ago that Reno gamblers and boot- 


10@-case lots mped r case, | 
My| pumaped 05 96 chse, | core had. between $8,000,000. and 


and Monday there was another $5 
lift. Increase applies both to Scotch 
| and rye, all grades. Inferior or lit- 
|} tle known brands of Scotch went 


stuff advancing from $60 to $665. 
Best rye has been selling under the 
leading brands of Scotch. 

Prediction is made that hard 
liquor will be selling at $1 a pint 
within a year. 

A lot of the Broadway speakeasy 
proprietors of today threaten to be- 
come the stem’s legitimate saloon 
keepers of tomorrow. Several of 
leaders around Times Square 
| have openly declared themselves 
| along these lines to their customers. 

They promise that the hard 
drinkers will not be forgotten and 
that for these boys a little of the 
‘easy’ will remain behind the open 
beer parlor. 





| the 





Seattle, Nov. 14. 

Liquor prices dropped sharply 
when dry law was disowned by 
Washington voters. Alki dropped 
to $7 and $8 a gallon; Scotch to $6 
a quart; rye sold at three imperial 
quarts for $18.50; with moon as low 
as 50 cents a pint, 

Columbia Breweries here an- 
nounce plans to build $600,000 addi- 
tion with 100,000 barrel annual ca- 
pacity, and new payroll of 300 per- 
sons. Rainier Brewery also prom- 
ises big payroll as soon as possible. 








Minneapolis, Nov. 14. 

Bootleg booze prices have dropped 
to a new depression low here. 
Scotch is from $40 to $85 a case and 
bourbon frorh $50 to $110. 

Genuine champagne, formerly $12, 
now $7.25 a quart. Real Canadian 
whiskey hag dropped from $118.20 
to $108.50 a case. Bottled-in-bond 
American rye or bourbon, however, 
holds around $5 a pint, near boom 
time high, 





Reno, Nov. 14. 


Immediate state legislation in line 
with any action taken by Congress 
in disposing of the prohibition en- 
forcement law is promised by mem- 
bers of the Nevada legislature, 
which goes into session on the third | 
Monday of January. If congress 
should pass an act modifying the | 
Volstead law at the short session | 
in December the Nevada legislature 
will deal with the state end in Jan- 
uary without hesitation. 

Count shows the Democratic 
house and the Republican senate 
are both wet and Governor Balzar 
is very wet. 





Wide Open Towns Fiat, 
Mex. Reformers Argus 


Mexico City, Nov. 10. 
Law for legalizing gambling 
throughout Mexico now pending be- 
fore the national legislature is op- 
posed by the Confederation of 
Chambers of Commerce, country’s 

largest commercial organization. 
Confederation agserts that meas- 
ure would demoralize people and 
harm biz in general, especially in 
times of depresh. 
Organization says wide open! 
gambling has not been beneficial to | 





! 











Chihuahua where it has flourished, | 
and cites municipal government of | 
Ciudad Juarez, across the river from 

one of the biggest | 
gaming spots in the land, finding it- | 
light | 





self unable to pay ite electric 
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from $32 to $37 the case, tep hole! 





1,200 Nite Clerks 


mid-town hotel inserted 
a want ad in a leading New 
' York daily for a night clerk, 
offering a wage of $40 per 
month with room and one 
meal daily, There were 1,200 
replies with references of un- 
questioned reliability. 
Among the applicants 
eolege professor. 


' war 
a 











Despite Bank Holiday, 


They Had Com Buried 








Reno, Nov. 14. 


Estimates made several months 


$4,000,000 stowed away in safety 
deposit boxes or tin cans appear to 
have been borne out since 
Wingfield banks took a 26-day 
holiday that started on November 
3 

Gambling house bank rolls, in the 


‘larger places are just as big as ever 


while in the bootlegging establish- 
ments there is plenty of coin and 
paper money but customers of the 
places are short of everything but 
checks and its hard to cash checks 
now. 

Two more gambling houses folded 
last week after the banks closed 
leaving only four houses now in a 
field where there were 20 two years 
ago. 





MARRIAGES 


Kay Hammond, daughter of Guy 
Standing, to Ronald Leon, broker, 
London, Nov. 9. 

Art Gillham, WBBM staff pianist, 
to Gertrude Sleldon, cosmetics 
broadcaster, in Chicago, Qct. 25. 

Mabel Murphy, CBS artist, to 
Bernard E. Thurness, non pro, New 
York, Nov. 12. 

Florence Healy to John K. But- 
ler Nov. 9 at Yuma, Ariz. Bride is 
on the writing staff of Warners 
and groom. at Universal. 

Peggy Warner, member of Fox 
clerical force, Albany, resigned to 
be married to T. Forrest Brown of 
Amsterdam, N. Y. 





the 


sittin 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Winona Love returned from 
Honolulu, Loretta Sayers picked wp 
her music and left the Biltmore 
hotel’s garden room in the middle 


of the evening, Arthur Johnston Its 
working on another torch song, and 
a story is taking place in Hollywood 
that the picture companies would 
turn down as too improbable. 
Johnston and Miss Sayers, after 


an on-and-off romance for two 
years, finally decided on grabbing 
the big hitch. Leading up to & 


were disagreements that forced the 
song writer to compose ‘Just One 
More Chance,’ and later ‘Everyone 
Knows It But You.’ Last named 
was the clincher, and when he 
crooned it over the long-distance 
wire to Loretta in New York, she 
answered ‘yes’ and grabbed a rattler 
Hollywoodwards and altarwards. 

But prior to the bug uh-huh, 
Johnston, who is under contract to 
| Paramount, kept visiting the Bilt- 
'more and became friendly with Miss 
| Love, who not only sang with the 

, band, but performed as neat and 
‘artistic a hula dance as this Coast 
has ever seen. A sweet girl and a 
lady, Johnston opines, and that’s all 
there was between them. 

Everything Was Rosy 

When Miss Sayers arrived for the 
wedding, she got an offer to go into 
the Biltmore with the Stanley Smith 
band. Miss Love was in Honolulu 
in the meantime, and there wasn’t 
a cloud in the sky. 

But upon thé return of the dancer 
from the islands, things, events and 
stuff began to pop. Especially 
when Miss Love and Miss Sayers 
were both singing in the same room, 
And especially when Johnston was 
waiting after the performance and 
both showed up. It wound up with 
Miss Sayers leaving by herself and 
Johnston singing ‘Ard Here Am JI, 
Brokenhearted.’ 

And So They Clinched 

Since then it has been one long 
comedy of errors. Loretta refused 
to ever see Arthur again. He called 
up Winona and asked her to come 
over and discuss how he could be 
squared with the other girl. Loretta 
changed her mind and showed up 
a minute before Winona did. An. 
other scene, 

Arthur managed to force his way 
into Loretta’s apartment, got her 





to listen to him, and suddenly the 
radio brought in. Winona’s voice, 
singing a Johnston song. Again the 
end, 

Arthur Johnston is writing a anew 
torch song. 











“Set ‘Mademoiselle’ down as one of the 
brighter amusements of the season.” 
—Brooks Atkinson, Times. 
GRACE ALICE 





GEORGE BRADY ” 
MADEMOISELLE 


By JACQUES DEVAL 
with A. E. MATTHEWS 
PLAYHOUSE, 48 St. E.of B’y. BR. 90-2628 








Eves, 8:40. MATS. WED. & SAT., 2:40 





| 4 JOHN GOLDEN presents | 
| 





When Ladies Meet 


By RACHEL CROTHERS 


“As rik a in its humor as it is warm in 
sympathy.’—-Eve 5 


Th W. 45th 8.C 6 
bere Eyes. 8: ig yy — 
O xX Veen AVENUE 
AT 50tr STREET 
“SHERLOCK HOLMES” 
with CLIVE BROOK 
Extra Attraction 
Mme. SCHUMANN-HEINK 


Big Stage Show—Roxy Orchestra 
Low Prices—35e to | P. 








New Mw 
Beginning Friday: Janet GAYNOR and Chas. 
FARRELL in “Tess of the Storm Country’ 





in ‘SMILIN’ THROUGH’ 


On Stage—Ozzie Nelson and 
Orch, Alex. Morrison & others 














= 


CLARK GABLE, JEAN HARLOW 
in “RED DUST” (2nd week) 
&@ Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
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BETTER SHOW ct RKO! 


{| B'WAY 
ot 47% 
SECOND WEEK! 


1 “AIR MAIL” 


with 
Ralph Bellamy 


Gloria Stuart 


A Universal Picture 


Daily to 2 P.M., 35¢; 
tt P.M. te Close, 550 
B'WAY 


RKO PALAC. at 47th 


On the Stage On the Screen 




























Nick Lucas /“Once in a 
Lifetime” 
Hal Le Roy 
with 
Sid Marion Jack Oakie 


= Midnight Show Feature Picture | 
Complete Midnight Show Every Sat. 


RKO 86 th ST. lex AVE 


Wed. to Fri., Nov. 16-18 


“SIX HOURS TO LIVE”’ 
with WARNER BAXTER 
Miriam Jordan, John Boles } 
and 
Grant Withers, Myrna Kennedy 
in “Red-Haired Alibi” 


081 st ST. BROADWAY 


to Fri., Nov. 16-18 











Chilton 


Im person: Ken Murray, 
& Thomas, Heln & Milton 
"SI Charleston. Added attraction 
ABE 
ya LYMAN 


Coming Friday FAITHLESS with Taliulah 
BANW HEAD and Pobert MONTGOMERY 








WARNER 3AXTER 
“SIX HOURS TO LIVE” 


with 
Miriam Jordan, John Boles 
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44 VARIETY 


Broadway 





The Park Ave. to reopen shortly. 
Rita Weiman recuperating nicely. 
John Gilbert and wife back from 


Europe 

John and Buster West cheerio 
from Hamburg. 

Sam H. Harris resting at White 
Sulphur Springs. 

Boshke Antheil in town for cit- | 


izenship purposes. 


Midgie Miller better after opera- 
tion. Was critical. 
Looks like 40 G's of red for the 


horse show at the Garden. 
Herman Manckiewicz, Par writer, 
in town looking things over. 
Bromo or bicarb are on the house 


at the B’way soda fountains. 

Joey Abrams is the mc, for 
‘Maids of Manhattan,’ vaude flash, 

John Hicks out of the Par office 
for a week with an infected throat. 

So many new nite spots, comment 
is that it may possibly hurt ‘em 
all. 

Lou Wolfson of Henry Lartigue's 
‘office, Paris, in for a fortnight on 
biz. 

Heywood Broun posing hashfully 
over a plate of soup for the Sardi 
walls. 

Latest coast bulletin from Jimmy 
the Durante—he's going in for polo 
shirts. 

Publix threw a party for Maurice 
Chevalier on the S. S. Paris Wed- 
nesday. 

Henry Ford has written Roscoe 
‘Fatty’ Arbuckle for a photograph of 
himself. 

Horace Liveright looking for an 
inexpensive hit play to produce. 
Who isn’t? 

Harry Green and Jack Osterman 
lunching together at Sardi’s, killing 
any rumors. 

Plenty of gags around on what's 
to happen to show biz (maybe) with 
Roosevelt elected. 

Vie Kiraly sticks as company 
manager of ‘Show Boat,’ on tour, 
despite reputed switch. 

One of the most ultra social and 
dance spots has more rubber in its 
checks than a plantation. 

S. K. Lauren, Par scribe who flew 
in to take a look at his play, ‘Men 
Must Fight,’ has gone back. 

B’way mats and nites Election 
Day were blah. Many milling about 
but not many going indoors. 

‘M. T.’ on traffic cops collars has 
nothing to do with Military Train- 
ing. It means Mid-Town squad. 

New number going into ‘Flying 
Colors,’ Charles Whitman of ‘Amer- 
icana’ to stage the dance end of it. 

Dingy gospel mission for years on 
~ 47th street near Eighth avenue sud- 
denly replaced by a glittering barber 


shop. 
NTG’s ‘Lowdown on Broadway’s 
Gentlemen Gangsters’ (in relation 


to nite clubs, etc.) serializing in the 
‘Mirror.’ 

Will Osborne ore for the U. of P. 
Junior Prom Nov. 25, thence into 
the Forrest club, New Orleans, 
Dec. 14. 

On Broadway election night big- 
gest seller was a raucous noise 
endget hawked as ‘Hoover saxo- 
rrrones.’ 

Sophie Tucker was permitted by 
Paramount theatre to skip her first 
show to attend William Morris’ 
services. 

Jesse Greer and R. Stanley Adams 
will do the score for the Bert Gold- 
berg-Jack Strauss musical, ‘Breath- 
in’ Easy.’ 

The terrific storm the night after 
Election ruined the nite spots. They 
expected Heavy trade that (Wed- 
nesday) night. 

Thelma White sailed for Paris on 
Friday, shortly after receiving an 


offer from a coast studio. She’s a 
sister of Marjorie. 
Nervy  bootlegger  circularizing 


mid-town apartment houses, quot- 
ing long list of prices and giving 
telephone number. 

Before sailing last week, Jimmy 
Walker and Betty Compson were 
guests at the A. C. Blumenthal 
home in Larchmont. 

Josephine Dillon returning to the 
Coast after coaching Lyda Roberti 
for ‘Pardon My English.’ She's the 
former Mrs. Clark Gable. 

DeLys and Clark into the Place 
Pigalle replacing Ord Hamilton, 
English songwriter-entertainer, who 
opened there a week ago. 

Ben Stein, g. m. for ‘Forward 
March,’ had a black eye at the age 
of five, and proves it with an en- 
larged family group photo. 

Lenore Ulric has had a no parking 
sign placed on her West 75th street 
doorstep. Probably doesn't go for 
producers who care to loiter. 

Doe Rockwell has gotten out 
special blotters around the _ presi- 
dential election as though he was a 
candidate and can take it on chin. 

Jack Robbins and Matt Malneck 
due in the end of the month on the 
Empress of Britain from European 
biz, sailing from London Noy. 23. 

Last week’s storm put those ca- 
banas at Milton Point and 
bathing spots on the Sound, on the 
bum. Some were turned inside out. 

Original Capt. Flagg in ‘What 
Price Glory’ was created by the late 
Louis Wolheim. Late Emmett Cor- 
rigan did the part in the.coast com- 
pany. 

Peaucoup ‘goodbye to the 18th 

amendment’ mock wakes in the pop- 


other 








priced speaks on election night as 
| the returns indicated Roosevelt's 
| victory. 

Irvin S. Cobb. member of the ad- | 
visory board of the Times Sq. | 


branch of the Chemical bank, wan- 
dering around the bank in knicker- 
bockers. 

Joe Furst, the NBC maestro at 
the Village Barn, is a ringer for 
Vince Barnett, and his violinist is a 


| 
| 
| 


double for Lou Lusty, the cine- 
matic p. a. 
Guy making present of one 


squeeze orange juice gadgets claims 
its good personal publicity—they 
think of him mornings and then at 
cocktail time. 


The Hollywood restaurant, with 
its 1,200 capacity and an average 


turnover of 900 people, three ses- 
sions a day, is a gold mine to the 
coatroom concessionaire. 

Mechanical stock boards (Tele- 
register) around the Square are now 
giving Dow Jones averages at 10:30, 
noon, 1:30 and 2:10, same time as 
figures for trading volume. 

Fannie Hurst resenting McEvoy’'s 
‘Americana’ skit, which slaps the 
picture industry, and telling the 
M. P. Club what she thought of it 
at their election night party. 

Jack Large well known in the 
Friars expired of a stroke recently. 

Malcolm Williams slowly re- 
cuperating from a desperate illness. 
Is husband of Florence Reed. 

Election night at Democratic 
headquarters (Hotel Biltmore) 
newspaper camera guys took Al 
Smith's picture over 100 times. He 
raised the brown derby and lowered 
it until weary. 

Best back-issue and old news- 
paper customers are the ‘leggers, to 
wrap bottles in. The newspaper 
dates of two and three years back 
is the decoy as a convincer that 
the stuff is that old. 

Average ‘advance’ for the cloak- 
room concession for speaks is $500 
because of the padlock threat. 
Heretofore the large advance sums 
paid for such privilege underwrote 
the openings of many a nite club. 

Roth’s Broadway eatery has a 
‘bring back the good old days’ win- 
dow bally, with a card heralding 
that the restaurant has the longest 
bar in town. Tony Sarg'’s new Bo- 
hemia further up Broadway claimed 
that. 

Josef Urban as decorator of the 
new NTG Paradise dinery gets bill- 
ing for his $250,000 decorations. 
Billing also goes to the Eddie Can- 
tor-‘Kid from Spain’-Goldwyn 
beauts who will be in the new floor 
show. 

Cliff Clifton, Nut Club's radio an- 
nouncer, overplayed the late hour 
thing and ordered back to Liberty, 
N. Y., for a year’s rest. Farewell 
supper at the Village Barn. last 
Thursday to Cliff, alias King Solo- 
mon, the Wise Guy. 

The birthday date gag as an open 
sesame for identification at the 
speaks also has another purpose— 
if you're a good customer the man- 
agement surprises you with a 
birthday cake being delivered on 
your natal observation. 

Dora Maughan and Walter Fehl, 
her pianist, divorced two and a 
half years, are still friends and see 


each other. Comedienne’s new 
coffee shop venture in T.S. being 
managed by her sister, with a 


branch to open in Wall St. 

Abe Lyman loaned his new Map- 
mon to Rube Wolf, his brother-in- 
law, and it's still being held in 
Conn. as the result of a minor ac- 
cident. Matter of insurance com- 
plications which leaves Lyman car- 
less as his Rolls is up on jacks for 
the winter. 

Walter Winchell is reported get- 
ting $3,500 a shert from Universal 
which proposes one monthly for a 
series with the columnist, all to be 
made in New York. Monte Brice is 
directing the first, an untitled two- 
reeler, With Joan Castle, former Fox 
featured player, opp Winchell. 

Music Box ‘Sunday Dinner’ 
Dances resumed Sunday (13) at 
Sheery’s. Board of Governors in- 
cludes Irving Berlin, A. C. Blumen- 
thal, William Gaxton, George 
Gershwin. Arthur Hammerstein, 
Sam H. Harris, Arthur Hopkins, 
Joseph M. Schenck, Arch Selwyn, 
George White, Ed Wynn. 

New Richelou nite spot is not a 
misspelling. It’s a combo of Lou 
Schwartz and Harry tichman’s 
syllables, situated at the former 300 
Club. Pass key system, handed to 
members, has been shifted over 
from the Schwartz brothers’ sister 
spot, the King’s Terrace, which 
now issues key rings and tags in- 
stead. 

When Mort Milman of 
went to the coast last 
Jack Warner's” suggestion, 
Milman (Virginia Jane Porter, 
NBc stenog) was spotted for 
in ‘42d St.’, ‘Match King,’ ‘Em- 
ployees’ Entrance’ and the Cagney 
picture, but after these four pic- 
tures she gave up the screen idea 
to return east to be with her hus- 
| band. 








NBC 
at 


the 


| 
spring, 


ex- 


TIMES SQUARE 








CHATTER 


John W. Walker talking on talk- 
ers. 

Bob Kane to Rome, like Fred Pei- 
ton. | 

Carold Weld interviewing Chali- | 
apin. 

Rita Colman dining with Marie | 
Glory. 


That sailing of Mary Heaton very 
sudden. 

Mrs. Cole Porter to rejoin hubby) 
in the States. 

Lucienne Biollet promoted in Fox | 
publicity dept. 

Sydney Rayner to do a season at} 
Opera Comique. 

Big opening for Rouben Mamou- | 
lian’s ‘Applause.’ 

Edith Ryan heading for Holly- | 
wood via London. 

American club to use entertainers 
at weekly luncheons. 

Douglas Chandler singing at the | 
Harry Symes Lehr’s. 

Lecal Par buying five sketches | 
from Tristan Bernard. | 

Frank Scully’s “Fun in Bed” get- 
ting excellent publicity. 

Annette Kellerman, champ swim- 
mer, to open a tea place. 

Fred Moody, who married Helen 
Wills, writing on fashions. 

Elsie Ferguson’s draw to be tested 
by American Women's Club. 

The Allison Bakers, of L. A., from 
Austria to America for Xmas. 

President of France Albert Le- 
brun at Opera dress rehearsal. 

Mrs. David Bush, Los Angeles 
sculptress, in Paris for winter. 

Lawrence Whitman to make 
speech for Pen and Brush club. 

Barbara Schiappacasse broadcast- 
ing in America from Lido here. 

Some week-end hostessing by Ca- 
resse Crosby, but no real ‘party.’ 

Col. Leslie F. Naefzger shocked 
at news of William Morris’ death. 

Edith Wharton and Julia Green 
co-operating for charitable work. 

Elisabeth Martin hopping by 
plane from London to yodel here. 

Edward E. Horton to be published 
in London by Sissley Courtnedze. 

Mrs. Pouilley, wife of Lido’s 
swimming master, to go in pictures. 

Maurice Tourneur’s son, Jack, to 
direct a Rene Pujol scenario, ‘Toto.’ 

U. S. to be treated to Florent 
Schmidt’s musical and other noises. 

Ben Wood to N. Y. for tieups, | 
after a last C. K. Boettcher dinner. | 

Raimu nearly stopped on his way | 
to Brussels through lack of pass- | 
port. 
Louis LeMarchand delaying his 
Chicago Fair trip until he sees an 
ante. 

Pirandello may act himself in 
America if they do his scenario 
there. 

Louise Van Allen (Princess Alexis 
Mdivani) back from Italy to her 
prince. 

Hendrick Van Loon’s son danc- 
ing under the alias of Willem 
Gerard. 

Walter Everett writing Chicago 
stories for College Humor from 
Mallorca. 

Italian papers protesting because 
‘Scarface’ gangster’s names savor 
of macaroni. 

Dorothy Gordon's next (and first) 
novel to be published by Farrar & 
Rineharat. 

Valentin’ Mandelstam trying to 
plug for a French picture house in 
Radio Center. 

Jan Chanase to take his ‘Holyland 
Wonderland’ Jerusalem sketches to 
N. Y. very soon. 

Zadkin back at left bank clay 
modeling after decorating a Brus- 
sels picture house. 

Maria Glory to make a film 
Vienna before’ broadcasting 
America from Paris. 

Dog passport difficulties causing 
the Irving Netchers to cancel their 
intended trip round the world. 

Jacob Karol in Vienna sanatorium 
and Steve Fitzgibbons holding the 
fort, but not necessarily for him. 

Belle Meuniere restaurant in Nice 
giving up pots and pans to go origi- 
nal American versions film house. 

Hotel crooks getting from three 
to five years for robbing Peggy Ted- 
ford, Yvonne Smets and Mary Lee. 

Robert Leesam gloating over the 
160 grand Bo Dowling got from 
Haik and sailing to Egypt and In- 
dia. 

Arthur Moss taking his two wives 
to American Women's Club, mean- 





in 
in 


ing Eve Marvel and the present 
one. 

Nearly more adaptations in 
French from foreign plays than 
really local efforts now on Paris 
stages. 


Arlette Marchal in Nice as sup- 





Mrs. | 


bits | 


port to Chaliapin following her 
making ‘Poule’ in Joinville for 
Paramount. 

| Daniele Parola may get a job 
'from Natan, and Natan may get 
some studio rent from Fox through 


Andre Daven. 

Pierre Brosseur, of ‘Sexe Faible,’ 
currently in Berlin and sentenced 
here by default for assault and bat- 
| tery under his real name of Espi- 
| nasse, 
| Marcel Pagnol and Orane Dema- 


| 
| 


} app 


; to 





| zis, respectively author and star of 




















‘Fanny,’ refusing to make personal 
sarances in Brussels following 
unsatisfactory publicity. 


Reacting against stag tendency, 


Paris women open their owm thea- 


tre oprganization, Studio d'Art 
Feminin, headed by Madga Contino. 
German Dulac will direct stage. 
Trouville casino, where gambling 
is democratic, only one in France to 
increase the turnover this year. All 


others lose heavily, including Le 
Touquet, 50% and Biarritz 65% 
drop. 


Alice Cocea, whose name is linked 
the recent Riviera suicide of a 
French naval officer, connected with 
high politicians, caused a disturb- 


| ance when part of the audience pro- 


tested her appearance on a stage in 
provincial Strasbourg. 

Mrs. Ben Wood amongst the pa- 
tronesses of the American Wom- 
en's club dramatic enterprises, with 
Lucile Watson to play in ‘Rosalind,’ 
but not under her real name of Mrs. 
Shipman. First play slated is 
Strindberg’s ‘The Stronger.’ 


Reno 


Banks still closed and _ loose 


change short around town. 

Gambling dealers given $5 daily 
wage slice to cut down overhead. 

Tom Mix, here for a week-end 
visit, wears his big hat at foot- 
ball game and draws big audience 
of kids. 

Tasker L. Oddie, who lost U. S. 
senate post, looking for mines now 
and expects to go prospecting after 
March 4, 

P. A. McCarren, U. S. Senator- 
eiect, realizes twenty year ambition 
when Democratic slide lands him in 
Tasker L. Oddie’s job. 

Two murders and two near-mur- 
ders in week keeps district attorney 
on jump and then cop shoots inno- 
cent man to make things real good. 

Jack Dempsey wires Frank Col- 
lins, hock shop proprietor, his con- 
dolence ‘when banks close doors. 
Collins says sympathy appreciated. 

Wine grape purchases in Reno 
this year exceed purchases of any 
previous year since dry law went 
into effect, indicating that wine 
makers here are more numerous. 


Canton 


By Rex McConneH 





Movies doing better. 

Nick Sutmier still at Moonlight 
ballroom, press agenting. 

Gus Sun active again in eastern 
Ohio, trying vaude at Civic, Akron. 

Strand, for the past year double 
feature and second run house, goes 


first run and hikes admish. 


Seven piece pit band at Grand at 
$25 a week per man, for stage 
hands’ co-operative stock. Draw 
not so heavy. 


Warner Fros. give up both Mor- 
rison and Strand theatres in Al- 
liance. Under their control for more 
than two years. 

Benefit vaude show for musicians 
here draws capacity house at 
Loew’s. Net unemployed musicians 
better than a grand. 

Palace theatre, under Warner 
Bros. control for more than two 
years, dark now three months, not 
likely to reopen this year. 

Dick Snyder’s band back in east- 
ern Ohio after long eastern jaunt, 
slated to open Texas Hotel, Ft. 
Worta, Thanksgiving night, 

Movie theatre owners here em- 
ploying non-union operators for sev- 
eral weeks, seek to have picketing 
halted in front of four houses. 

Free films next season for Rock 
Springs Park, Chester, W. Va., and 
Idlewild Park, Pittsburgh, both un- 
der management C. C. MacDonald. 

Strand, Botzum owned house here, 
goes first run after more than a 
year of double features. Joe Calla, 
manager, doing a nice job of ex- 
ploiting. 

Jim Dimmick’s new Sunnybrook 
band clicking nicely in eastern Ohio 
ballrooms, but Director Bob Mce- 
Cullough looks out of place in front 
of the band. 

Edith Ambler Co., playing dra- 
matic stock at Zanesville, puts ovt 
No. 2 company at Marietta and 
Cambridge but venture is reported 
to have flopped. 

‘Red’ Nichols and his World Fa- 
mous Pennies, current Golden Pheas- 
ant Restaurant, Cleveland, due to 
play Land v’ Dance ballroom here 
later in the month, 

Vaude still hanging on at RKO 
Palace, Akron, after notice has been 
up several times. Fanchon-Marco 
revues out after try of three weeks. 
Business reported improving. 

Fewer dine and dance spots here 
this winter than in many years. 
Cover charge in most spots down to 
25 cents this winter, with floor 
shows out and cheaper bands as at- 
tractions, 
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| Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 
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| Dick Ware now m.c.’ing at the 
Montmarte Cafe in Chicago 

Sammy Walsh now dancing 
m.c.ing at the Coronada hotel 
St. Louis. 

It's a boy at 
rows. He's the 
‘Post-Gazette.’ 


and 
in 


the Lynden Mor- 
radio editor of the 


Jean May, once-a stock fav here 
signed for Broadway revival of 
‘Cradle Snatchers.’ 

Skeets Gallagher and Ben Lyon 
in town for a day on their way 
back to Hollywood. , 

Four fellows in Etzi Covato's 
Plaza cafe orchestra used to be 


band-leaders themselves. 

Jimmy Joy back at the William 
Penn hotel, succeeding Johnny 
Hamp at the Chatterbox. 

Louise DeForrest, Pittsburgh gal, 
in town with the ‘Vanities’ at the 
Nixon, She's a show girl. 

Red Lai is the Variety Club's of- 
ficial kibitzer whenever there's a 
game of bridge or hearts. . 

Silvia Nelson has grown up since 
she was last here and is no longer 
observing fidelity to milk. 

Congressman E. F. Erk of this 
district was once a barker for Ring- 
ling Brothers at $30 a week. 

Betty Hanna new leading lady 
for Ed Vail’s stock company at 
Pitt, replacing Shirley Booth. 

Bill Scott, the Stanley mer., 
spends his day off taking in a pre- 
view at a rival house, the dope. 

Sol Schwartz, Tech drama grad, 
touring with ‘Whistling in the Dark’ 
under the name of S. H. Norell. 

Donna and Darrell—gal is Virginia 
Wills of Pittsburgh—now dancing 
at Mt. Royal Hotel in Montreal. 

George Jaffe may return to stock 
burlesque at the Academy after a 
fling at the Empire wheel shows. 

They’re calling Bill Quinn, the 
newshound,-‘Fu Manchu’ now be- 
cause of that handle-bar mustachiv. 

Mrs. George Weigand, wife of the 
assistant treasurer at Nixon, re- 
covering after a serious operation. 

Joe Shuman, city ed ‘Post-Ga- 
zette,’ is a brother of Ik Shuman, 
executive editor for Paul Block pa- 
pers. 

Arnold Stoltz, formerly WB p.a., 
has quit publicity to turn author. 
He has already disposed of one 
book. 

Howard Lichy around publicizing 
personal appearance tour of Elsie 
Lichtenstul and a group of KDKA 
artists. 

John Maloney, head of the Metro 
exchange here, new president of 
Variety Club, succeeding Jimmy 
Balmer. 

Johnny Harris going in for reduc- 
ing since he was mistaken for a 
squire in Mayor Kline’s office the 
other day. 

Boswell Sisters, Georgie Price, 
Norman Frescott and Brian Mc- 
Donald on for Variety Club's ‘Big 
Top’ dinner. 

Ben Bernie liked little 
Heller’s work so well that he 
the Pittsburgh youngster a 
year contract. 


Jackie 
“ave 
Woe 


Dallas 


By Rudy Donat 


Night club biz ups. 

Little theatre slices top to $1. 

Walter Hinchell crashes print. 

Friday openings in vogue again. 

Hal Ramsay et frau off for Lon- 
don, 

Will Rogers around for Arlington 
races. 

Dwight Brown back to Palace 
organ. 

Gloria Stuart 
planes. 

Fred McFadden 
column. 

Jean Darnell back from her Buro- 
pean vacash. 

Another local juve, Tommy Bond, 
gets a pict try. 

Talk of reopening Old Mill, rialto's 
old dark house. 

Danny Mack lining dance aet for 
European swing. 

Symphony books Ethel Leginska 
as first femme guest conductor. 

Oscar Blatt reviving flash acts as 
week-end medicine for the nabes. 

Eddie Barr and John Rosenfield, 
rival columnists, on warpath again. 


tarried between 


scribbling art 


Junior ec. of c. booking Gentry 
dog and pony show for series of 
benefits. 


Rialto crowd getting a lot of kick 
out of game-cock fights on roof top 
of downtown building. 

Josef von Sternberg and Jules 
Furthman peeped in, en route from 
‘Hurricane’ location in So. America. 

‘White Zombie’ left indications at 
the Mirror, split-weeker, that it’s 
curtains for the thrillers hereabouts. 

Studes at S. M. U. showed some 
insight by delegating the head jani- 
tor to pick the beauts for the year- 
book. 

John Hearn of Rufus and Rastus 
radio duo, deserts Rufus to take the 
Moran end of Moran and Mack, 


vaude. 
Babe Didrikson, town’s Olympic 
pride, amuses natives with her 


versatility—ranging from acting to 
football. 

Ligon Smith band returns to 
Baker as competish for Jimmie 
Greer, Adolphus. Both spots fight- 
ing for the school kids at six bits 
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-Col picture, 
» ‘Invisible Power.’ 
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Ada May returning, this time for | 
joe Sachs. 

George Black amd Weeton Drury | 
reminiscing. 

Tom Walls’ latest hobby is grey - 
pound racing. 

Harry Roy and his band may go | 
go the Frolics. 


Tom Arnold has provincial rights | theatre.’ 


of ‘Over the Page.’ 

Jack Stanford off to Paris, to play 
return at the Empire. 

Tilly Losch recovering from seri- 
ous internal operation. 

Emile Lime (Lime Trio) cancel- 
ing work, due to boils. 

Sidney Fairbrother 
Hollywood picture offer. 
’ Falls, Reading and Boyoe already 
fguring on a foursome. 

Maria Gambarelli dancing at Co- 
yent Garden for charity. 

Liverpool Repertory theatre cele- 
prating 21st anniversary. 

Lord Inverclyde at opening of ‘All 


considering 


|band, a banker. 
| Indig, young dramatist. 





for Joy,’ at the Piccadilly. 

‘Strange Interlude’ trade shown 
here as ‘Strange Interval.’ 

Three-day queue for ‘Wild Vio- 
Jets’ opening at Drury Lane. 

Constance Carpenter working to 
forget her domestic troubles. 

Portable hot dog stands making 
appearance in London streets. 

Jack Robbins around to get a line 
on the English music situation. 

Jack Shea organizing all-British 
band for English vaudeville debut. 

Finsbury Park Paramount Astoria 
experimenting with daily change of 
films. 

Billy and Elsa Newell just fin- 
ished talker short for Gainsborough 
‘Films. 

Enough American acts in Lyons’ 
Corner house nights to run all-night 
cabaret. 

A. E. 
Wayne 
winded. 

Georgie Harries signed with War- 
ners-First National (London) at 
$300 per. 

_ Jean Sers, general manager Em- 
_pire, Paris, over for a few days on 
talent hunt. 

* ‘Washington Merry - Go - Round,’ 
trade shown here as 


Abrahams thinks Naunton 
is sometimes too long- 


Jeffrey Bernerd paying frequent 
early morning calls on Mark Ostrer 


~ at his apartment. 


Llew. Johns lunching at the Savoy 
with Eric Wollheim, meaning end 
ef Stoll-Wollheim feud. 

Sidney Jay issues writ for libel 
against ‘John Bull,’ weekly con- 
trolled by Odhams, Ltd. 


Douglas Byng scheduled for the | 


Cafe de Paris, replacing Marion 
Harris, who goes to Ciro’s. 
Erik Charell turning down Metro 


. Hollywood offer at three times the 


money he can make in Europe. 

Billy Caryll sporting new Renault 
and denies it’s from money made 
out of Palladium ‘Crazy Months.’ 

Nadia Natasha, singer of Interna- 
tional songs, is Betty Bolton, dancer 
and former Barrie Oliver partner. 

C. B. Cochran’s second book of 
Memoirs, ‘I'd Almost Forgotten,’ just 
pe and running into third 
edition. 

Desmond Jeans gets judgment 
fro $300 for alleged salary due from 
British & Dominion Film Corpora- 
tion, Ltd. 

AHred Hitchcock's contract with 
British International Pictures, ex- 
Piring in March, 1933, will not be 
renewed. 

Leslie Fuller married Nan Bates 
Oct. 29. Bride dancer in the Mar- 
-8ate Pedlers concert troupe which 
Fuller ran. 

Edward Laurillard hags_ Clifford 
Mollison under contract for his new 
8how ‘Business With America,’ from 
the German. 

Ian Grant, newcomer, opens as 
compere at Manchester, and if sat- 
isfactory will assume role at Vic- 
toria Palace. 

Bert Feldman has_ publishing 
rights to all Lucien Sammett’s mu- 
Sicals, to be produced at the Picca- 
dilly theatre. 

tegent theatre, when converted 
Into pictures, will use Western Elec- 
tric plant from RKO Leicester 
Square theatre. 

Musicians’ union asking people to 
boycott Sammett’s musical at the 
©pening at Piccadilly; claims or- 
chestra composed of non-union men. 

Kiss in the Spring,’ Stoll’s new 
Musical, due at Alhambra, has cast 
ef 40, much smaller show than 
ieetnes from Vienna,’ which had 


Budapest 


By E. P. Jacobi 


Kiraly theatre already gone dark. 
o reopen in a fortnight on co-op 
basis. 
Ruggiero 
Violir 
Céss here, 

Anybody who isn’t a bridge club 


Ricei, San Franciscan 


Ostess is a bridge club guest. Hos- 
tesses in the majority. 

Gizi Bajor, National's comedy- 
drama star, divorced second hus- 





lighted again as 





ist child prodigy, roaring suc- | 
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To marry Otto 


Former City Summer theatre open 


j}this winter, calling itself ‘Penny 
Playing a cheap revue at 
bottom prices, new system: tickets 


sold on credit. 

Uray and Szlatinay wrote an oper- 
etta about the League of Nations: 
They say there was not much need 
to make it funny. They just had 
to describe things as they are. 

Elsie Paal and Oscar Denes didn't 
look at each other twice when they 
were both acting here at the Kiraly 
theatre. Far from home, both in the 
‘Rose of Hawaii’ cast in Vienna, 
they have discovered each other 
and their engagement is announced. 

Three lawsuits on between ac- 
tresses who have the same name, 
Two are called lla Szasz, two are 
Ilona Banhidy, two others Elsie 
Eory. Fighting about whose name 
it was first. Actors’ Association 
takes no new members who have 


the same name as former member, | 
|to prevent similar abuses. 


Loop 


Jack Dwork won his first law 
case. 

Barton King is a new announcer 
at WGES. 

Fritz Blocki has joined NBC as 
a staff writer. 

Harry Munns took his Swedish 
wife to a lecture on Norway. 

Olive Olsen poured ‘tea’ in the 
Morrison bungalow for the press. 

Most of the columnists in town 
have interviewed John Balaban 
since his return. 

Harry Rossnagle and Manfred 
Kerwein apparently hold their jobs 
at the Harris due to reopen, 

Harry Puck offers an affadavit 
that business was great at the 
Opera Club opening. He's m.c. 

‘Merry-Go-Round’ was tardy 
with its Equity bond and Frank 
Dare was preparing to cloud up and 
rain. 

Steve Trumbull drove to Bloom- 
ington, the opposite direction, dur- 
ing the big fog. He thought he was 
returning to Chicago. 

‘When Chicago Was Young’ at 
the Goodman took a royal spanking 
when critics refused to be subdued 
by the sociaily prominent auspices. 

Having been lanced, cut, medi- 
cated and otherwise treated for 
trench mouth and quinzy throat, 
Ruth Betz was afraid she’s turn out 
to be a crooner. 


Montreal 


Doc Edel gives G. B. S. kind word. 

Geo. Rotsky tells fans ‘this is not 
an ad? 

Armand Legault married 
day (12). 

Jimmy Adams starts kids mat- 
inees again. 

Charlie Dornberger seeking !ccal 
radio talent. 

Armistice Day ignored on local 
radio stations. 

Federigo and Phyllis Poland here 
from Winnipeg. 

Harold Moon swinging another 
orchestra deal. 

Lionel Shapiro aH set to travel 
N. H. L. circuit. 

The two Leos—Cox and Kennedy 
—penning hotcha pomes. 

Canada, in another purity spasm, 
bans ‘Contes Drolatiques.’ 

Frank Padilla leads Marimba 
Serenaders at Chez Maurice. 








Satur- 


Dunc MacInnes appointed aest. | 


manager and p.a. for Capitol. 
Legit tops here may follow To- 
ronto example and slash to $2. 
Amateur hockey practically out 
in this town; will benefit movies. 


Doc Douglas, Montreal's Will 
Rogers, gets good press on new 
novel. 


‘Our Jimmy,’ local radio favorite, 
grabbed for kids’ show at His Ma- 
jesty’s every Saturday. 

Gayety, former burlesque house, 
‘Mayfair,’ nabe 


house with Joe Lightstone, man- 
acer. 
Frankie Fleming, boxing pro- 


moter, writs city for money to pay 
Jack Dempsey, who refereed big 
bout here to aid unemployment last 
month. 

Rene Copin, champagne producer, 
tells press 180 million bottles un- 
saleable at Rheims and prices are 
being cut. Quebec Liquor Com- 


| mission doesn’t seem to know it. 


Fight is on to abrogate the law 
banning minors under 16 from pix. 


} 
| 


By Frank Scully 


Max Schuster expected. 
Sidney Fox homeward bound. 
Gregor’s band in the Negresco. 


naco. 

France’s next will be Hugo's ‘Les 
Miserables.’ 

J. P. McEvoy’s double 
Promenade daily. 


On 


ing here while he’s been directing 
‘Don Quixote.’ 

In three-language version of ‘Roi 
Pausole’ Jannings has to neck 1,095 
‘wives’ and like it. 

Harold Lloyd cutting down 
French unemployment by hiring a 
nursemaid for each kid. 





ten million dollar casino in Decem- 
ber with jacks or better. 

Tin retiring room on _ United 
| States Quai replaced by one of mar- 
| ble with indirect lighting. 

Camille Sollar, Bohemian harpist 
and composer, now running board- 
ery biz near Maeterlinck’s villa. 

Blue Angel, Juan les Pajamas 
nitery, has gone to heaven, Le Per- 
roquet replacing under R. F. Tindal. 

‘Thousand and One Nights’ is an 
all-Russian (White) production, 
even French finding it hard to break 
in. 

Season officially open. ‘Troi 
Jeunes Filles Nues’ (‘Three Nude 
Girls’) annual curtain raiser at the 
Jetee Casino. 

New hat angle for dames reverse 
of last year’s. Beret is tipped for- 
ward over both eyes, with a little 
veil just to the retroussed schnozzle. 

Jean Peres, once friend of Ameri- 
can first runs, now heavy for all 
French programs, elected prexy of 
theatre managers’ federation of the 
Cote d'Azur. 

Russian double for Chaliapin, get- 
ting $1.60 a day to do songbird’s 
riding, pratt-falling and sitting-in 
on ‘Don Quixote,’ quit for job pay- 
ing two bucks a day and no pratt- 
falls. 

Local rag ran a pic of Henri Dor- 
ville in French version of ‘Sancho 
Pancha’ and labeled it George Ro- 
bey, who is playing the English ver- 
sion. Bull burned French troupers, 
but Robey thought it a grand plug. 

A. P. burning because ‘Rex’ won't 
take mail when calling at Riviera 
ports. Figured to beat other press 
syndicates by eight hours’ with 
launching of ‘Normandie’s’ pictures, 
but Italian liner refused the pack- 
age. 

Jean Saul, Villa Variety’s ex- 
chef, parked now in a Madrid can 
and claiming an inside on the Lind- 
bergh kidnapping, is getting a grand 
for his ‘inside’ story from Hearst, 
though he was on this side when it 
happened. , 

Edouard de Mertz, art director 
for most class nite clubs opening 
on Riviera, is burning over a false 
arrest. Club he opened in Cannes 
last year wanted him back this sea- 
son, but he found better dough at 
Monte Carlo handling galas at two 
class niteries, At least he did till 
cops collared him on drug charge. 
Charge pveves false, cops apologiz- 
ing. Broken arches traced source 
of phoney tip to the Cannes club 
de Mertz walked on. Now he’s fig- 
uring how to collect damages. 


San Francisco 


By Harold Bock 











Milt Kahl’s engagement is off. 

Sammy Carr has joined Heidt's 
band. 

Alex 
native. 

Al Greenbaum back from session 
in Reno. 

Julia Garrity, from Dast, warbling 
at Bal Tabarin. 

F-WC art dept. cut to two; Stan- 
ley Sullivan out, 

Charlie Leonard’s incubator babe 
gaining poundage. 

George Blumenthal has gone ga- 
ga over mineral water. 

Charlie Thall decked out in a new 
red suit and orange tie. 

Fred Brown’s band at Lido, Hope 
Huntington bluessinging. 

Marillah Olney is just beginning 
to find ’Frisco interesting. 

Ken Allen, formerly 3 Cheers, 
chanting with Ted FioRito, 

New mustache giving Al Levin 
that ex-King Alfonso appearance. 

Claude Johnson to Portland where 


Pantages becoming ‘Frisco 





‘Church ministers pinched for ad- | his father, ex-Pan manager, died. 
mitting the kids to movies in church | Credit H. C. Connette with dis- 
‘basements was first step and case Closing Nadine Amos’ engagement. 
now before courts. Legislature| Max Dill (Kolb and Dill) out of 
may compromise at January ses- Snow biz and opened a gas station. 
sion. } Cameron Prud-homme has found 
Jack Dempsey has not yet re- /|4an angel and opens little theatre 
| ceived the $1,500 (U. S. funds) due j 800. 
him for refereeing Charity Boxing | After rying every restorer on 
out here last month. Boxers were | market, Dutch Reimer’s pricing 
paid out of own funds by Athletic toupees. 
Commission who so far are $2,300 | G. Arthur Blanchard, mayor of 
out, since guarantee company re-|Golden Gate avenue, plugging his 
fuses to pay until all accounts are | new 
produced. Theodore Dreiser amd Lincoln 


W. G. Pabst’s ‘Atlantide’ exhibit- | 


| Steffens 
‘Free Mooney’ meets. 


} 


| 


Knighted de Frece’s back in Mo- | Oakiana 


rattler 
board the Leviathan for Yurrop. | 


those 


of 


in on anpther 


Al Warshauer took his first voice 


itest last week and liked it so well 
he’s dubbing his own trailers. 


Peggy O'Neill and mother off via 
for New York where they'll 


Joining Walt Roesner at the Fox | 
this week are Joe Sinai, | 


|George Wendt and Joaquin Garay. 


| 


the | 


Imagine Harry Bechtel broad-' 
casting the Sunday comic sections 
as he lies on the floor? Well he 
dces. 

Lou Emmel m.c. ing benefit radio | 
show was billed as ‘late star of 
Ziegfeld Follies. Summer sport out- 
fit and all. 


| 
| 


Gould now promising to open his | 


Carlton Morse will spend his va- 


cation on a Sacramento ranch 
where a Remington is a rifile, not 
a typewriter, 

Norman Taurog adding a swim- 


ming pool to his manse, 

Max Shane giving handicaps 
the ball shooting games. 

Clifford McLaglen thinking of re- 
turning to Europe for pictures. 

Someone just discovered that Sam 
Goldwyn’'s yeast-eating bit is 
‘W onderbar.’ 

Lynn Cowan out of F&M ‘Hello 
Paree’ unit following Oakland. No 
successor named. 

Leo Morrison's new office a good 
place to watch the footba.l games 
at Hollywood high. 

E. T. Gomersall, Universal west- 
ern sales director, looking over 
the Coast exchanges. 

Roger Kahn did a bit in his 
‘Death Kiss’ at KBS. Billing, how- 
ever, won't read ‘by and with.’ 

Jack Gilbert due back from Eu- 
rope last of the month, but no pic- 
ture in sight for him at Metro. 

Excessive heat has the New York 
contingent figuring that coast win- 
ters are the berries. They'll find 
out. 
Sally Blane carrying a cane and 
still limping after an ankle twist 
on location for Par’s ‘Wild Horse 
Mesa.’ 

Rev. Gerard B. Donnelly, associ- 
ate editor of the National Catholic 
weekly ‘America’ giving the studios 
the once-over, 

George Bowser’s division (No. 1 
Los Angeles) jumped from six- 
teenth to second place in the F-WwcC 
drive last week. 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., getting 
very intelligensia, chairmaning a 
Modern Forum meet and presiding 
over a chess club. 

Herman Weber, brother of Harry, 
landed here last week from New 
York by motor to work out of the 
local Weber office. 

Joe Mankiewicz started back west 
by plane. Rain forced the ship down 
and he returned to New York. He'll 
arrive here on the Chief. 

With Eddie Cantor and Groucho 
Marx out ef town, the read coem- 
pany comics are getting an oppor- 
tunity to pull a few gags. 

Prescott Chaplin, screen writer, 
who is best known for his wood- 
cuts, will do a series of the latter 
on Hollywood and then bow out. 

Capt. Jules A. Strasser, former 
German naval officer and now at- 
tached to Tox’s publicity depart- 
ment, wears his uniform to work. 


on 





| Set 





Robin Irvine, English film pro- 
ducer, husband of Ursula Jeans, 
now in Fox’s ‘Cavalcade,’ leaves 


England next week for a visit here. 
Kalmer and Ruby’s party for the 


| Baltimore Lunch had the boys pay- 


ing their buck before they were ad- 


mitted. Doorman gave them a paid 
bill. 
Ralph Ince matched quarters 


with Henry Henigson to determine 
whether RKO or Universal would 
Wm. Bakewell for a _ picture. 
Ince won the toss. 


—__————_—_—_—- —— 


Baltimore 





J. A. Roney back in show busi- 
ness, more or less against his will. 

Tommy Lyons went to St. Louis 
to NAB confab and made a few re- 
quested speeches, 

Bill Saxton drew, for some rea- 
son, congratulations on Loew's sixth | 
anniversary in local show business. 

Herman Blum is spending almost 
as much time down in Washington 
as at his Idle Hour. It’s that Abram 


| Myers association, and Allied prob- 
lem. 
3y association, Harry Kahn is| 


getting vaude-minded, and is try- | 


ing to find what would happen by 
spotting an opening act in next-to- | 
closing. 

Eleanor Klein last week recorded 
her fourth year with Loew’s locally, | 
and is still trying to figure out a 
proper celebration of the anni- 
versary. 

Not knowing just how to bill Art 
Jarrett and Richy Craig, Jr., Isa- 
dore Rappaport gives Jarrett the 
headline type in the dailic one ad 
and Craig the capitals on the next.j 


in| John 


—_— —- ———— ee —TsS 
By R. A. McStay 
Ned Holmes booking ‘Electra.’ 
Grace Webster to Hamilton stock. 


Bill Gladish p.a.ing Empire Films, 


No rush to buy new liquor per- 
mits, 

Jack Moranz cartooning for “The 
Globe.’ 

Dickson Kenwin opens a dramatic 
school. 

R.M.C. cadets in town and local 


debs seeing red, 
Local FP-Can. megrs. go 
with set-back dates. 
The Stairs-Pearce 
the Empire in stock. 


crazy 


inf 


duo opening 


Lorna McLean rehearsing one- 
acts for child-players. 

Local censors don't know that 
‘fanny’ means zetzplatz. 

Mary Morley now piano accom- 


panist for Jacques Cartier. 
Maurice Colbourne has sets for 15 
plays in storage at Koster’s. 

Frank (‘Daily Star’) Chamberlain 
turning out a swell column. 
Joseph (Tenor) Shlisky 
the home-town for concert. 
Bill Hosie's ‘Sold’ (Macaulay) 

has been banned in Canada. 


back to 


Tommy Loudon doing a biog- 
raphy of Sir William Mulock. 
Roland (‘Daily Star’) Young do- 


ing those Stoodleigh continuities, 

Lou tobinson plotting a new 
mag. after ‘Oh, Oh Canada’ brodies. 

Morley Plunkett touring the west 
in ‘Dumbell’s Revue’ with local girl 
line. 

Florence Deeks will re-open 
$500,000 plagiarism suit against 
G. Wells. 

Park visiting his folks and 
|}reminiscing about the old musicome 
|edy days. 

Those Lou Skuce advertising 
blotters that come with the beer 
are illegal. 

John Russell home from Paris and 
openng art school with more oil 
than paint. 

Elmer Grandin up from New 
York to do his old Guild role m 
‘Apple Cart.’ 

Jeritza and Spalding cancel Mas- 
sey Hall concerts after French- 
Itlian Opera brodies. 

That good-looking chap who ac- 
companies Pearl McCarthy to roof- 
gardens is her brother, 

Kim (‘Telegram’) Beattie, who 
can do all sorts of tricks with a 
plane, can’t ride a bike. 

Matt Halton will be the ‘Star's’ 
resident correspondent in London 
and takes over on Dec, 1. 

The walls, ceiling and floors of 
Ben Leyon’s apartment have been 


that 
H. 


finished in turkey red. Ditto the 
bar. 
Aldwych Players still suffering 


from that hurricane ocean-voyage 
and the 48-hour hold-up on the 
briny. 

Gord (‘Variety’) Sinclair's ‘Foot- 
loose in India’ passes 4,500th sale 
and sets new Canadian record. 
Travel-tome into fourth edition in 
three weeks. 

Amelia Earhart, who used to 
nurse returned soldiers at the To- 
ronto Gen. hosp., would try to get 
the local fliers to take her up but 
they always refused, 


Denver 


Harry Huffman spent a few days 
in Chi. 

Marjorie Nash organist at 
Denver. 

E. T. Gomersall, west. sales mer. 
Uni, here from N. Y. 








the 


Paramount, first run, now on 
twice-a-week change. 
Fred Speers, ‘Post’ critic, run- 


ning column spasmodically, 

Local creamery co. saves postage 
by sending postal card checks. 
| So city can save $1,200 annual 
| presentation of ‘The Messiah’ called 
: off. 

Heading of story on News: ‘Den- 
ver Girl Is Still Lady After 17,000- 
Mile Hike.’ 

Tony Archer, former 
eation exchange, now 
megr., here few days. 

Joe Cappo and his Egyptian Sere- 
naders move into Arena dancehall. 
From Casion, Memphis. 

Paul T. Mayo elected treas. press 
club, succeeding Chas. McAllister 
Wilcox, who died recently. 

Spyros Skouras here for a day. 
Had lunch and meeting with Den- 
ver and nearby Fox managers and 
division officials. 

Broadway renovated, redecorated, 
wired for sound, and ready for 
opening. To play roadshow pic- 
tures and stage shows. 

J. A. Morgan, Natl. theatre sup- 
ply mer., back from month to north, 
Reports biz slightly better in Wvyo., 
Mont., S. D. and western Neb., but 
only slightly. : 





Edu- 
div. 


mer. 
west. 





Louis Hellborn enthusiastic over 
Denham business. He's also glad 
to be back home. Managed local 
Orpheum 18 years and opened new 
Orpheum last February. 

Most of exhibs stayed home over 
election. Those seen on film row 
included Mr. and Mrs. F. R. Kelly, 
Salida, Colo.; Be . Goodstein, 
Pueblo, and Russell Hardwick of 
Clovis, N. M. 

Ted Mack and orchestra closed 
at Casanova in Brown Palace hotel 
Monday and shoved off to open new 
night club in the Blackst« ie hotel, 
Fort Wort Tex fommy Wat- 

and band moves in at Casa- 
nova. 
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Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





Heifetz here for concert. 


Henry Koch asst. mgr. at Century. 

Thursday opening for Century |! 
theatre. 

RKO Orpheum here spot booking 
its acts. . 

June Glass, local girl, with ‘Rio 
Rita’ at Orpheum, 

Local beauty parlors report big 
increase in male trade. 


Local night club advertises ‘pri- 
vate bungalows’ for patrons. 
Gayety discards road show bur- 
lesque for musical comedy stock. 
Pretty Chinese waitresses an in- 
novation in chop suey houses nere 
Another Minneapolis gal, Naomi 
Judge, attains stellar film honors. 
Sunday afternoon ‘pop’ Minneap- 


olis Symphony orchestra concerts 
start. 

Al Shean back on WCCO an- 
nouncing job after recovery from 


illness. 
Joe Padaloff, Fox booker, to go 


benedict with Grace Wolfson, local 
singer. 
Ice skating making dough for 


city of St. Paul in municipal audi- 
torium. 

Publix put on monster advertis- 
ing campaign for ‘I Am a Fugitive’ 
at State. 

Police block plans of gamblers 
driven out of St. Paul to set up 
shop here. 

‘Rasputin,’ German silent film, ran 
only one week at World, foreign 
talkie house. 

Wrestling matches resumed at 
Gayety, stock musical comedy-bur- 
lesque house. 

Kay Kayser and band, at St. Paul 
hotel, celebrated sixth anniversary 
with big party. 

Plans for Fanchon-Marco units 
at State abandoned because of stage 
hands’ demands. 

J. L. Ludwig back from New York 
and settling down here in Publix 
executive offices. 

Publix lowering price at some of 


important neighborhood houses 
from 35c. to 25c. 
Randy Merriman and Charlie 


Green new m.c.’s at Boulevards of 
Paris night club. 

‘Bad Dogs’ Johnny Branton, Pub- 
lix shorts booker, now very much 
on his feet again. 

Two cells reserved at city jail for 
Olsen and Johnson during local Or- 
pheum engagement. 

Hockey war between American 
Association and Central leagues 
looms in Twin Cities. 

Granada, calling itself ‘poor man’s 
night club,’ eliminates cover charge 
and cuts prices to bone. ; 

Howard Kahn, ‘Daily News’ man- 
aging editor, leaving for six weeks’ 
Mediterranean jaunt in January. 

Stanley Kreuger, assistant Palace 
Orpheum manager, promoted to 
manager of Missouri, St. Louis. 

St. Paul musicians launching 
move to bring stage and music at- 
traction. to St. Paul Auditorium. 

Gordon Greene, former Minnesota 
manager, recuperating from illness, 
settles in year-around lake home, 

Judy of Judy, Zeke and Ann act 
at Orpheum, wrote daily column for 
local sheet in Georgia cracker style. 

Phil Bronson, former newspaper- 
man, new production manager for 
ree Twin City NBC radio sta- 
tion. 

William Sunderman brought from 
New York to direct ‘Vagabond King’ 
production at University of Minne- 
sota. 

Ralph Branton, local boy who 
made good, returning to mid-west 
territory as Publix division man- 
ager. 

George Parrish, erstwhile Minne- 
sota theatre musical arranger, 
hooks up with Borris Morros in 
Chicago. 

After speedy recovery from near- 
Ppnewmonia attack, Harold Kaplan 
back on Paramount theatre man- 
agerial job. 

Publix switchboard operators do- 
ing swell job in helping to sell pic- 
tures when answering queries re- 
garding attractions. 

Women’s Co-operative Alliance, 
leading local reform organization 
and troublemaker for theatres, quits 
because of lack of funds. 

Al Shean, popular WCCO radio an- 
nouncer, doubling as general man- 
ager of station’s artists’ bureau, 
buying and booking acts. 

Mary Wine, singer with Kay Kay- 
ser’s band, had nerve attack and be- 
came hysterical in midst of a num- 
ber and went to hospital. 

Kathryn Gorman, ‘Pioneer Press’ 
film critic, nominates Paul Muni for 
blue ribbon award for year’s best 
acting in ‘I Am a Fugitive.’ 

Edwin Bergen, ventriloquist, play- 
ing RKO time to obtain sufficient 
funds to continue his medical course 
at Northwestern university. 

H. C. Bellows, managing director 
of radio station WCCO here and one 
of Columbia's vice-presidents, takes 
occasional hand at announcing. 

Pierre, well-known and popular 
doorman at St. Paul Paramount 
theatre, doubling in Publix adver- 
tising department, learning r@pes. 

Omaha railroad has launched first 
‘rolling night club’ here, car being 
so arranged to permit dancing at 
one end and accommodating 300. 

Leonard Finkelstein, son of late 
M. L., theatre magnate, is stage 
manager and actor with Bainbridge 
dramatic stock company at Shubert. 

Changed policy at St. Paul 





CHATTER 


| Sur € . 
| Orpheum brings back five-act 


vaudeville bills for three days each 
| week, straight films filling in, bal- 
j}ance of time. 

Cora LaRedd, former Cotton club 
| star, received telegram notifying 
her of mother’s death while playing 
at Orpheum here with Fletcher Hen- 
derson’s' band. Stayed on with 
| show. 

St. Paul public schools to have an 
entire month’s vacation Christmas, 
instead of usual two weeks, and 
with teachers drawing no pay on 
account of city treasury’s depleted 
condition. 

Independent Lyceum made things 
tough for St. Paul Orpheum by 
putting in ‘Washington Masquerade’ 
for third run against ‘Washington 


| 


Merry Go Round’ and advertising 
it heavily. 
Mollie O’Day pinch-hitting as 


guest star with Bainbridge dra- 
matic company for Sally O'Neill, 
her sister, afflicted with acute ap- 
pendicitis as she was about to take 
off from Hollywood for Minneapolis 
in airplane. 


Lincoln, Neb. 


By Barney Oldfield 








Pat Magee out of town again. 
Stock started 2-for-1 Mondays. 
Two midnight shows in a week. 
Mabel Ellis gets in a week-end. 
First ice and snow of the season. 
‘Merry Widow’ stands one night 
(14). 

Chances of vaude growing slim- 
mer. 

Elton Hackett has the silliest 
laugh. 

Hart Jenks guest performer with 
U players. 

Stuart, local ace, going for screen 
and tieups. 

Pat O’Shea is the show biz his- 
torian here. 

Pitt-Neb. game drew season’s best 
gate—24,000. 

Ed Fitzgibbons looks like a first 
class barker. 

R. B. Woodyard promoting Junior 
League shows. 

Orpheum theatre operated on a 
percentage basis. 

Kid born Nov. 8 named Franklin 
Delano Finkelbaum. 

Strong rumor about price cutting 
at some box-offices. 

Jimmie Jones orchestrians (K. C.) 
making this section. 

Bob Livingston about to celebrate 
his 26th year locally. 

Using circus banner tactics on 
picture house fronts. 

Lincoln Symphony in initial per- 
formance Sunday (30). 

As Paul Whiteman’s waistline, so 
goes Eddie Jungbluth’s. ‘ 
Saturday matinees go at same 
figure as weékdays now. 

More theatres operating here now 
than in the last ten years. 

‘Kapitan,’ son of ‘Rin-Tin-Tin,’ 
met the kids at the Strand. 

Ushers averted fire at the Rialto 
when the stage door burned. 

An ace eating house off salaries; 
employees get room and board. 

Olsen and Johnson are a pair of 
tackles on a suburban high grid 
team, 

Bert Stern in from Okla. City and 
waiting for Joe Cooper to tell him 
what to do. 

College lads would go for Mar- 
jorie Clarke, but she has. other 
ideas she says. 

George Monroe laid some 10-to- 
ones on receipt of election news 
flashes and cashed. 

State in an uproar over an Iowa 
lad’s bid for publicity by panning 
same with an article in ‘Vanity 
Fair.’ 

Gavin Harris unintentionally pan- 
icked a Liberty crowd by carrying 
on a sustained telephone conversa- 
tion in the wrong end of a French 
phone. 





~ Columbus 


By Walt Harvest 





Johnny Bowen now with ‘The 
Sunday Star.’ 

L. Ward Farrar hottest dresser 
among the p. a.’s. 

Tom Davis still thinks of that 
farm and the days to come. 

Stock burlesk at Lyceum taking 
firm hold with co-op arrangement. 

Harry Schwartz joins the Bark- 
ers after short stay, and swears he’s 
here for life. 

Tod Raper now the town’s Globe 
Trotter, and even while vacationing 
he’s sending the news out and about. 

The old town has risen to the top 
as a convention center, with hotels 
doing an actual of 60% better than 
last year. 

Slim Bozman getting weightier by 
a bit, and the front name is now 
understood to be both Buz or Fuz, 
as you will. 

H. E. Cherrington, mugged for an 
ad for ‘Life Begins,’ looked more 
like Gable than a dram critic in the 
public prints. 

Opening of the Hartman as first 
run film house after years and years 
in legit leaves the town gaping and 
legitless from now on, 











New Haven 


By H. M. Bone 





Babe Miller home again. 

Gene Tunney in and cut. 

Victory brings in foreign films 
again. 

Authorities start war on lottery 
rackets. 

Mrs. Jack Sanson in hosp. efter 
operation. 

Francesco Riggio again directs 
Civic Orch. 

Sy Byers orch. 
Colonial Inn. 

Frank Davidson to direct 
City Players. 

Ask Frank O’Connell about Bar- 
num in ’91-’92. 

Femmes now gratis at Arena 
amateur bouts. 

Crossroad Inn 
dine-and-dance. 

Football season ushers in flock of 
temporary nite spots. 

Biz improving—Childs has cut the 
‘all-you-can-eat’ stuff. : 

Lincoln Cinema Club, amateurs, 
doing big things here. 

So Nate Rubin finally landed in 
the big city with RKO! 

And now the Bijou calls amateur 
nite ‘informal vaudeville.’ 

Larry Funk mistaken for grocery 


into renovated 


Elm 


town’s newest 


|store bandit in Bridgeport. 


Michael Tullo, Poli musician for 
27 yrs., died here Oct. 21. 

Nancy Kelly would rather be a 
comedienne than a singer. 

Mac McKerness has a fondness 
(yeah?) for Hollywoodites. 

Madalene Downs Carroll again 
directs Edgewood Players. 

Tony Acquarulo did a walk-on 
for Eddie Weaver's organlog. 

Daggett Lee again handling 
Woolsey Hall concert series. 

Toni Russo’s artistic fingers bring 
him extra shekels on the side. 

Jimmy Hall due back here from 
L. A. to fight non-support charge. 

Bill Coxeter, ex-mgr. N. Y. Villa 
Vallee, operating local dance spot. 

Bridgeport’s Pleasure Beach Ball- 
room has $2,000 dance marathon 
fever. 

Wonder why Terry Reynolds has 
to ‘fire-inspect’ the Elks Club so 
often? 

Joe Leighton and Al Robbins eat- 
ing venison after that Maine hunt- 
ing trip. 

‘Face the Music’ sidetracked from 
Shubert in favor of week (14th) of 
‘Roxane.’ 

Martha Borst, who left here for 
N. Y. stage, married Dr. J. T. Blou- 
dian Nov. 7. 

Does that farm at Peekskill en- 
titles Harry Arthur to the label 
‘country gentleman’? 

Frank Elser authored ‘Low 
Bridge’ which Parish Players will 
try for maybe Broadway. 

Walt Griffith, Jr., wants the old 
man to know he’s knocking 'em 
dead with his 12-pce. orch. 

Mrs. S. J. Peters sues Arthur 
Theatres Corp. for $40,000 damages 
result of Bijou bomb burning. 

Anita Owen Jones, whose ‘Sweet 
Bunch of Daisies’ sold a million 
copies in 1895, died here Tues. (25). 


Seattle 


By Dave Trepp 








Ned Edris in town from Tacoma. 

Mike Foster back on the P. I. 
staff. 

Vic Gauntlett thinking of buying 
a new car. 

Eagles plan weekly wrestling at 
40c admish. 

Auto racing off for the year. Rec- 
ord, just two killed. 

Frank H. Newman, Sr., recovering 
from major operation. 

‘Strange Interlude’ 
at Fox, opening 24th. 

Earl Keate here from L. A. visits 
B. C. with Alf Keighley. 

Morrie Nimmer here from L. A. 
as assistant manager at Paramount. 

Harold Shaffer goes from pub- 
licity to managership of Fox thea- 
tre. 

Joe Roberts, radio announcer, 
elected state representative on demo 
ticket. 

Gitana de Baynes, Spanish dancer, 
down from Victoria, B. C., settling 
estate. 

Percy Parks, p. a. for Tramo 
dance hall in Bremerton, where take 


to roadshow 


is good. 

Lois Hatrzell wins state radio 
audition, warbling coloratura so- 
prano. \ 


Tusko, rated ‘biggest thing alive 
on earth’ has home in city’s Wood- 
land park. 

Vic Meyers studying state prob- 
lems and new jazz music at the 
same time. 

400 rum law violators now in state 
prison may be freed as result of 
the wet victory. 

Football admish prices dropped 
to 40 cents for the Washington- 
Whitman game. New low fir this 
town. Helped mildly. 

Frank L. Newman got $1,000 cash 
prize for division (FWC) making 
best showing and then gave it all 
to division office employes and man- 
agers. 





Olympic hotel, the town’s best, 








running behind, rumored to have 
hopes of profit if dry law is 
changed. Bondholders talk taking 
hotel over. 

Dr. George Routh opens chiro- 
practic and masseur offices back 
stage at Paramount for F & M and 
theatre trade only. Innovation 
proves okay. 

George Baker, former mayor of 
Portland, and the showman of the 
mayors who visited Europe, ru- 
mored to consider stock for Seattle 
and Portland. 

Only one wrestling syndicate now 
operating here, the Greater Ath- 
letic, featuring the lighter-weight 
wrestlers, with the Coast Syndi- 
cate off the boards, due to internal 
difficulties. 

Duncan Invarity now sec. State 
Modification league. Says eastern 
Washington will go dry by 25,000 
with west expected to offset. If 
state, bone dry, not beatén now 
will probably stand for years re- 
gardless of national outcome, 


Oklahoma City 


By George Noble 








Logan Cary has been to Gotham 
town 12 times in the last 15 months. 

Alta M. Avery is here from Lin- 
coln, Neb., and may locate here 
again. 

Pat McGee has actually been 
known to trump his partner’s ace 
of spades. 

Howard Savage, Capitol house 
manager, can stick his tongue out 
upside down. 

Frank McCabe, the popular man- 
ager of the Criterion, is a champion 
cigaret-roller. 

Jee McBee, formerly much here 
socially, is in the advertising busi- 
ness in New Orleans. 

Fathers Reed and Wright are 
now the two assistants at St. Jo- 
seph’s Catholic church. 

Cc. F. Colcord, back in the city 
for the winter season, says the way 
to be alone now is to patronize a 
‘popular resort.’ 

There was much blushing in the 
audience when the gridiron boys 
presented ‘The Front Page’ at the 
Shrine Auditorium. 

Judge Thos. H. Doyle and In- 
spector William Noble held court 
in Enid, Monday, and managed to 
get back to Oklahoma City in time 
Tuesday to vote, 

E. E. Dorsey bought a second 
hand car—and before he had a 
chance to violate the city ordinance, 
was hauled to the police on charge 
of the former owner. 

Squire Joe Deupree set some kind 
of a record—he married a 16-year- 
old bride to an 18-year-old youth 
and immediately tied the knot for 
a 72-year-old bridegroom and a 60- 
year-old sweetheart. 


Birmingham 


By Bob Brown 








Malcolm Tate is from Nashville. 
Jefferson stock open at 40 cents 


top. 

Charlie Haug sporting a peach of 
a new Car. 

Mobile ‘Times,’ daily, 
appearance at Mobile. 

Richard Bonelli, tenor, at Phillips 
Auditorium last week. 

Martel Brett is disposing of ‘This 
Week in Birmingham.’ 

Minneapolis Symphonic Orches- 
tra booked for January 31. 

Dick Kennedy is another show- 
man here that goes in for tan suits. 

John J. Sullivan to Detroit and 
then to Gotham for a_ business 
spree. 

John Douglas back at the Capitol 
and P. E. Blankenship at the 
Strand. 

Music Club selling season tickets 
to season’s concerts for six and 
eight bucks. 

Hubert Baughn is accusing Lewey 
Robinson of wearing spats so early 
in the season. 

Dave Alper finally caught the guy 
that had his car and now the job is 
to convict him. 

Tom McConnell, former manager 
Strand, Montgomery, reopened Riv- 
iera, Knoxville. 

Television exhibit in Pfzitz’s win- 
dow tied up traffic for a week. Ra- 
dio talent was contributed by sta- 
tions. 

Eddie Woekener who _ trouped 
with George Goodale for 25 years 
had dinner with him and how the 
words did fly. 

The Auburn-Alabama game vir- 
tually certain with announcement 
that both schools favor resumption 
of athletic competition between two 
schools due any day now. 

Alabama Legislature got a merry 
roasting by delegates to the annual 
convention Methodist Episcopal 
Church as if they didn't expect that 
before passing Sunday shows. 

When everybody didn’t have to 
work on Sundays they wanted Sun- 
day shows but now that they have 
Sunday shows they don’t want 
them because they gotta work. 

‘We are constantly finding new 
ways to do things,’ is a sign on the 
wall at the Ritz and Jack Cloudus 
is the author. There’s talk that 
he had better stick to art work. 


made its 





a 


Dan Finn back on publicity for 
Warner Brothers. 

Jack Oldham out at Regal and 
Sddie Krapinksi in on display. 

Francis Foley still leads 'em all 
for being the biggest doorman in 
town. 

‘Mac’ McCarthy is being groomed 
for the best looking manager in 
town. 

Newspapers reaping harvest with 
theatres going wild on newspaper 
lineage. 

Miss Garrity still the most cheer- 
ful young lady in Warner Brother's 
zone office. 

Rumored Palace will run one-act 
stock shows and feature picture for 
the winter months. 

David Cohen, long office manager 
at Publix Allyn goes to Capitol, 
New London, as assistant manager, 

Al Weiss, who came to town from 
Tampa to manage the Regal, is hit- 
ting home runs with his exploita- 
tion. 

Walter Capwell’s pastel of Joan 
Bennett drew so much attention 
while on display it now graces the 
office of Harry Arthur. 

Irving Grayson comes to Hart- 
ford to assume charge of WTIC ar- 
tist bureau and to manage Prome- 
nade, new local night club. 

Arthur J. Menard dashes from his 
duties at the Publix Allyn after 
show is over to the Promenade, new 
local night club, to participate in 
the festivities every Saturday night. 


Kansas City 


By Will R. Hughes 











Jimmy Majors has a yen for fancy 
cigaret cases and lighters. 

Midland’s exclusive policy creat- 
ing plenty of havoc with the smaller 
suburbans. 

L. M. Carman, formerly manager 
of the Pantages, has replaced ‘Brick’ 
Fagin as manager of the Plaza. 

Landon Laird, columnist on the 
Star, gets many laughs over some 
of the stuff sent in by his ‘friends.’ 

Maxine Tappan, local blues singer, 
has replaced Marie Harness with 
Henry Busse’s band at the Hotel 
Muehlebach. 

Gabe Kaufman anxiously waiting 
for the appearance of Wallace 
‘Beery at the Midland in the all- 
wrestling bill. 

Word from Wayne Daillard that 
he may move east from Tucson, 
Ariz., where he and Mrs. Daillard 
are basking in the good old sun. 

Three big downtown first-runners 
have two local managers and one 
from far away, but all get along 
great. Just another demonstration 
of Kansas City hospitality. 


Memphis 


By Walter D. Botto 








City vaudeville again. 
Barn reopens for the third time. 
Roller skating rink getting a big 


play. 

Tri-State showed a profit this 
year. 

Dorothy Page crooning at Pea- 
body. 


Hagenbeck-Wallace show played 
to capacity. 

Five shows booked at Auditorium 
for the season, 

Walter Main circus plays a week 
indoors at Auditorium. 

Loew's State and Warners’ both 
changing bills twice a week. 

Wm. Len hotel—our newest— 
sells two meals for price of one. 

‘Press Scimitar’—Scripps-Howard 
—reduced advertising rates 25%. 

Seymour Simon and _ orchestra 
have oked at Peabody for the year. 

J. A. Campbell, p. a. for RKO Or- 
pheum, has benedicted for the sec- 
ond time. 

Little theatre so far this season 
playing to capacity at all perform- 
ances. No opposition. 

City Auditorium laid off every- 
body for three months and showed 
a profit first time since built. 

Jack Carley, editorial writer for 
‘Commercial Appeal,’ big favorite 
with Junior League patrons—so 


handsome. 
Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 








Lorraine Bernard now living here. 


Molly Cohn gets a ‘break at Bill 
Foo’s spot. 

Nobody’s ever seen Bob McLaugh- 
lin without a derby. 

Hilda Smukler, former Loew sec., 
married to Max Danaceau. 

Stocked ‘Health Is Wealth’ going 
to Chicago after local run. 

Stage hands in Cleveland 
first 10% salary cut-last week. 

Roy Lewis recovering from in- 
juries suffered from falling in ele- 
vator. 

Sid Andorn’s thinking about get- 
ting married or writing that great 
novel. 

Hot rumors about ‘Plain Dealer’ 
taking over ‘Sunday News’ around 
Dec. 1. 

Fred Stone claims he'll reunite 
whole family on stage in his pro- 
posed revival of ‘Wizard of Oz’ 


(Continued on page 63) 
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~ 15 YEARS AGG 


(From ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’) 








Season, which started off well} 
enough, was experiencing spell of| 
country wide had business. 





Women were given the vote and 
Bob O'Donnell, of the Harlem opera 
house, celebrated with an all-girl 
pill. Each performance 1 leading 
suffragette made a brief talk. 








Vaude managers worried over an 
epidemic of walkouts. Acts were) 
quitting bills all over the country, | 
generally in a fight. ever. program 
place or billing. Pat Casey was | 
trving to figure a remedy. 


Elsie Janis objected to playing} 
the N. Y. Palace on the ground she 
did not want to be opposition to 
Fred Stone, playing in ‘Jack O'Lan- 
tern’ at the Globe. Eddie Darling 
had to assure her it was all right 
by .the comedian. 


Nat Nazarro’s acrobatic turn was 
held for a second week. at the 
Palace. First time an opening act 
had been held over. 





Stir in Baltimore. Company was 
scheduled to give a performance for 
the soldiers at Camp Meade. Or- 
chestra was wiliing to play free but 
the Musicians’ Union refused per- 
mission. Lot of talk about the un- 
patriotic action. 





Most picture houses were finding 
that the war tax hurt and were 
lowering admissions to absorb the 


impost. 


Actors’ Fund had to do a little 
press work about a recent $500,000 
bequest, a property on ith Av. Ex- 
plained it enjoyed only the ground 
rent of around $20,000 for the en- 
suing 12 years. Building was owned 
by the concern which occupied it. 


Ticket tax was not making as 
much trouble as the demand of the 
producers that theatres pay lic. per 
reel per day to cover the tax on 
films. Exhils holding meetings and 
everything. 


50 YEARS AGO 


(Fram ‘Clinper’) 





The Frohmans had three road 
companies touring in ‘Hazej Kirke,’ 
in its third year, a company play- 
ing both that and ‘Esmeralda,’ last 
season’s Madison Sq. success. Three 
companies playing only ‘Esmeralda’ 
and one still offering ‘The Profes- 
sor.’ 





J. K. Emmett and Gus Williams’ 


manager in a_three-alarm fire. | 
Emmett advertised he held the | 
record for St. Louis grosses. John 


Rickaby claimed the score for Wil-! 
liams, who had given part of his 
ticket sales to the police fund. 
Emmett claimed he averaged $200 
a performance over Williams, and 
took a full column to say so. Wil- 
liams was working the police benefit 
fag in most towns with ‘One of the 
Finest.’ 


College footbali was not so hot. 
Harvard played McGill University | 
in Toronto to 600 spectators, about 
half of whom paid. No enclosed 
field and the ‘Clipper’ correspondent 
held a covered grandstand to be a 
crying need. 





Forepaugh’s circus train was 
wrecked at Lynnville, Tenn., Nov. 


‘ 
«. Only one man hurt. A bad year 
for circuses. Plenty of wrecks. 








Woman manager of the Boston 
Ideals, opera troupe, erdered that, 
in future the women of the com-| 
pany were not to be required to} 
wear tights. Cut dewn the reper- 
toire somewhat. 


| the pigskin 


B. C. Hart and C. S. Sullivan were 
advertising their ‘Female Masta- | 
dons’ beating Billy Watson's ‘Beef 
Trust. Hart was later theatrical 
advertising mer. for the N. Y. ‘Tele- 
eraph,’ 


| sought to have the 


|a dozen picture-wise 


; manual or formula expressions and made mention of their handling the | 


‘arguing about the 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Five accounts of Warner Bros., totaling $152,529, are still tied up in 
the Mfrs. Trust, Nat'l City, N. Y., Trust, Guaranty Trust and Chase, 








, and have been so tied up since Sept. 28 last, as the result of the $500,000 
| damage suit by Elmore D. Heins, Sun Investment Corp. and National 


Theatre Corp., all of Roanoke, Va., theatre owners of five houses. WB 
attachments vacated, but it was decided against 
them, 

White, et al. only sued for a $200,000 attachment because it requires 
a bond for twice that amount to raise the attachment. WB also put up 
collateral by the Vitaphone Corp. but the court disqualified the Vita- 
phone's collateral on the legal technicality that it-is an affiliated enter- 
prise. 

Action has to do with a theatre deal for the five Roanoke houses | 
which were to have been bought by WB but the co. later changed its 
mind. WB is now seeking to transfer the matter for trial in the federal 
court. 


} 
Heins and his corporations, through Abeles & Green, New York attor- | 


neys, meantime want to examine WB to discover further assets to make 
up the difference between the $152,529 already tied up and the $200,000 
attachment, which is being sued for. Edward C, Hessberg, a WB ass't 


treas., was to have appeared for such examinations but after sundry | 


adjournments, finally failed so to do. 


Difficulty in financing: film productions is blamed by independents on 
what they term unequitable contracts issued by major studios. An 
example cited is that of a writer under contract to make a feature 
travelog for major release. Outwardly, the deal looks good, but for 
some unexplainable reason the writer has been denied financial aid by 
sackers. | 

One of the clauses said to be tricky imposes upon the writer that he 
produce .a ‘first class picture,’ with the merit of the film to be decided 
by the distributor. Contract also contains an assignee clause, permit- 
ting company to turn over its share of the agreement to an outside party | 
in the event the writer filed a suit against it. 

Writer, new to pictures, was practically set to get money from a non- 
picture source, but deal well through when the prospective backer had 
an experienced film man read the contract. 


Scheduled to leave Hollywood on a recent Sunday for New York and 
possible personal appearances, a former vaude and musical comedy m.c. 
who produced a picture independently, arrived at the Los Angeles depot 
well tanked. His chauffeur and stooge loaded him on to the train, but 
before it got started, the actor had disappeared. 

When the train was ready to pull out, the actor was discovered sleep- 
ing in his auto. Stooge and chauffeur again loaded him on the train, 
and for the second time he ducked off and could not be located. 
remained on the rattler until it reached Pasadena where he got off with 
all the baggage. 

Actor remained in hiding for the greater part of last week communi- 
cating with his wife and, stooge by phone, but refusing to state where 
he was. He also remained drunk. 


. : . : . P oe 
Arab audiences in Palcsiine theatres catering to the desert men won't 


go for anything except hard riding cowboy features, American pro- | 
ducers are being informed by the U. S. Government. 

Commenting on the Palestine situation the report calls attention that | 
despite a depression in the Holy Land which has caused six theatres to | 
close, the number of wired houses has increased from six to 15, Pales- 
tine is reported to have only two all-silent theatres. 

Film business in Palestine, as well, is being conducted on a percentage 
basis, the agent renting the film collecting from 10 to 15% of the Bross | 
on every show. Grinds still are unknown, the nearest in Palestine being | 
three-a-day with top prices set for balcony positions. ; 





Indicative of the trend of picture house business, Fox West Coast 
execs call attention to two of their houses, notorious for being consistent 
losers, being out of the red last week for the first time in years. Houses 
are the Westlake and the Figueroa, both in the Los Angeles No. 1 dis- | 
trict (George Bowser, district mgr.). Former has not had a winning 
week in three years until it surprised even the execs last week, while 
the Figueroa came into its own after being steadily out of the black for 
more than two years. 

Pruning overheads and application of showmanship methods are cred- 
ited with working the miracles, 





A man with a party of six at a Broadway picture house gave one of 
the ushers an oral dressing down which must have had more timid | 
souls silently cheering. Without stepping out of character, the patron 
expressed his resentment at being curtly spoken to by what h> called a 
‘$20 a week employee whose duty is to please the patron,’ and not eed 
militaristic orders. 

The man spoke as if he must have had some knowiedge of the ushers’ 





public in puppet-like manner. 





Revamped Los Angeles theatre regulatory ordinance as finally adopted | 
by the city council contains a last-minute chanze from the previously | 
accepted measure. The fee of $100 for each theatre applies only to the | 
original license, and is not payable annually, a matter of several hundred 
dollars lost each year to the city treasury. Measure, as finally adopted, 
gives police mandatory power to padlock after a high court @onviction, a | 
provision acceptable to all theatre men with the exception of the Main | 
street honky-tonks against whom the new bill is primarily aimed. | 


It’s too late now to cry over the spilled milk, but United Artists, in- | 
cluding Lewis Milestone, are said to be sorry Jean Harlow was passed | 
up for the Jeanne Eagles part in ‘Rain.’ Joan Crawford was loaned | 
from Metro instead. | 

Milestone is sajd to have advanced as one reason why ‘Rain’ in its 
talking version isn’t an outstanding draw is because the play has been 
done to death in stock and too many people know the hot lines picture 
transcription does not have. 


| 


Chicago heard that the lifting of the censors edict against ‘Okay 
America’ had a relation with special publicity breaks given Democratic | 
candidates prior to election by the Universal newsreel. All of the news- 
reels had been invited to cover political events in Illinois. 

An interview between Governor-elect Horner and Senator-elect Deit- 


'erich when they were just candidates was included in the Pathe newsreel 


It was an out-and-out plug. 


and ran verbatim. 





Peculiar rule at Columbia- studio permits employees, not actually | 
needed, to take time off Saturday afternoons for football games, but they 
must return to the lot immediately after. Rule is in effect only during 
season, as there are no Saturday afternoons off for Col 
workers at any other time. 


Although the impression was allowed to prevail last summer that 
indie-cireuit disputes in Cleveland had been ironed out, it ig disclosed 
that Sam Horwitz, attorney for 89 indies, and Hays attorneys, are still 
legal phraseology of the agreement. There is an 


Stooge | elephant and an imitation bear.’ 





|} cago ‘Journal 


a movable 


Inside Stu—Legit 


For the eighth consecutive season the English Players «of Paris are 
touring Europe for the seven winter months. They carry a troupe of 
ten and barnstorm through 12 countries going as far east as Turkey 
and as far south as Egypt. They travel second and third class and sit 


up most nights after playing their shows. 

The curtain usually goes up, but no one is gure until 8:30 just what 
scenery is going to be used. They play small theatres, audi- 
toriums and even a few churches and casinos at watering resorts. Under 
a guarantee from the American and British colonies in most cities they 
return to Paris every spring with a healthy bank account which they 
have to dig into to span the five months in the French capital during 


schoo] 


| the summer. 


company manager, publicity agent 
Sdward Stirling is his partner and 


Frank Reynolds is advance man, 
and character actor for the troupe. 
leading man, while Mrs. Stirling is leading woman. Ian Reed is second 
lead, juvenile, property man and stage manager. Although they have 
never made enough money to retire, the whole troupe has kept working 
for seven years and have had some swell adventures. Plan now is to 
try Poland, Russia and the Baltic States, which will give them dates in 
| every country in Europe except the British Isles and Spain. 


When ‘Today’ was playing at the 48th Street theatre about a decade 
and a half ago there was a shortage in the box office. The treasurer 
stoutly maintained his innocence, but was convicted and sent to 
Blackwell's Island. William A. Brady, then operator of the 48th street, 
relented after the ticket seller had served a short term and was instru- 
mental in securing his release. Then he made him stage door man at 
the Playhouse, where he remained until he got on his feet and left for 
other pursuits. 

In the box office of the 48th street at the same time as assistant trease 


| urer was a young man destined in later years to come into the public 


eye as one of America’s most notorious gem thieves. He stole—or was 
reported to have stolen—hundreds of thousands of dollars in jewels by 
climbing into the second stories of estates in Westchester and. Long 
| Island. He shot his way out of Auburn prison in a spectacular jail 
| escape and was lately returned there after capture in North Jersey, 
The assistant treasurer was Arthur Barry. 





In the last Ziegfeld ‘Follies’ a line of life-sized papier mache elephants 
carrying show girls was rolled down stage. J. Brooks Atkinson, critic 
on the New York ‘Times,’ in his review mentioned the mammoths aa 
real. He escaped to the country for a spell to dodge the kidding, but 
| the little mistake was on his mind when covering ‘Music in the Air at 
the Alvin last week. 

There is a zoo scene. 
mention said in his review ‘there are excellent performances by a Mve 


Atkinson with an idea to screen the ‘Follies’ 





be made in the copy, knowing the elephant to be a prop, coming from 
Zieggy's storehouse, by the way. 

‘Laura,’ the bear, is anything but an imitation. It is one of Pellen«= 
berg’s. During rehearsals the bear took a playful swipe at the attend- 
ant’s wife and broke her arm. Laura is trained in her routine stunts 


, daily. 


Unusual situation for these days involved in the stage production, 


| casting for which has started, of the legit ‘Maedchen in Uniform.’ Pro- 


ducer is Sidney Phillips. He’s starting to work on the show with the 
knowledge there is no such thing as picture rights involved. 

Usually legit producers figure on possible picture rights as one of the 
important angles. In the case of ‘Maedchen’ the play was made from 
the German film, and the man. who owns the U. S. rights for it also 
owns the U. S. rights for any other language film of the subject. So 
that, even if Hollywood wanted to disregard the German picture and do 
it over, they’d have to buy the rights from the film distributor and not 


| the stage producer. . 





The newspaper tickets for the premiere of ‘Music In the Air’ were 
handled personally by A. C. Blumenthal, husband of Peggy Fears, the 
presenter. Dissatisfied with the distribution of the ducats for the open- 
ing of ‘Nona’ recently most newspaper courtesies were called back but 
he decided not to make re-allottments at the time. 

One critic-columnist, said to be having a tiff with Blumey, received 
tickets towards the rear of the Alvin but he switched with the second 
stringer whose pasteboards were well forward. Another columnist re- 
ceived tickets in T row. He phoned Blumey’s office stating the ducats 
were being sent back and that any publicity he could give’ the show 
would be on ‘page T’ of the paper. That squawk resulted in the scribbler 
getting better locations. 





of his almost continuous 
They were not friendly 


Earl. Carroll did not attend the funeral 
backer, E. R. Edrington, who died in Texas, 
towards the end of their association. 

Another depression tragedy. 





Some copyright and royalty trouble understood to have arisen in the 
musical version of ‘Cyrano de Bergerac’ which the Shuberts have tour- 
ing, prior to a Broadway showing. Play, originally written by the elder 
Rostand, is now more or less a theatrical classic, but, it seems, his family 
owns the copyrights to it nevertheless. 

Shuberts have suddenly changed title of the piece to ‘Roxanne,’ giving 
as an excuse that they fear the public might misunderstand that it’s a 


(Continued on page 50) 





expressed fear it may get back on the Federal Court docket where it 
was before Will Hays flew back from the west to heal the breach, 


Glenn Griswold, former head of the Fox advertising and publicity 
division, is now assigned to preparing a financial analysis of the Fox- 
West Coast setup. Griswold’s office is now on the executive floor, his 
room being the one formerly occupied by Spyros Skouras. Before com- 
ing to Fox Griswold, a Harley Clarke appointee, was editor of the Chi- 
of Commerce.’ Although generally believed to hold a 
contract, official commentators at Fox state Griswold has none. 

Shooting of Al Jolson’s musical talker introduced a production novelty 
of the orchestra following Jolson about, in his street scene shots, on 
truck. Al Newman, the UA musical maestro, batoned his 
men, with cotton plugs in his ears to concentrate on the music, while 
the mikes picked up the usual street noises along with Jolson’s voice 
against the musical background. 


During one screening of ‘Once In a Lifetime’ at the Orpheum, Des 
Moines, where the dialog has to do with the prognostication that the 
talkers would soon replace the spoken drama, the apparatus broke down, 
in seeming protest to such statement. 

Needed 10 minutes to resume exhibition. 





Most extensive bill posting campaign on any Warner picture fn the 
past five years. is being planned for ‘I’m a Fugitive,’ along with simuk 
taneous release in 40 key points on the Warner circuit Nov. 11. 

It will be the first national 24 campaign from WB and 
through by Mort Blumenstock, 
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Local Group’s Stock Pl Out f 
ays On broadway Newark, Nov. 14 ays Or 10Wwn 
A new stock, The Orange Com- 
munity Players, is opening at the 
. : City under the management of : ; 
MUSIC IN THE AIR [ins it is not easy to pick the hits) jy B, Vernon THE DUBARRY and in this case gorgeous is not 
in the score. At the close, however, _- . 1 ‘irk an extravagant word. It crened 
Operetta in two parts presented at the | ‘We Belong Together’ is repeated The company includes Kir Boston, Nov. 12. running smoothly but too long, and 
Alvin Noy. 8 by Peggy Fears; music by! until the curtain. It impressed as | Brown, Jr., Betty Coulter, Ruth/ 4, operetta in two acts and fourteen | during the week was effectively 
Seen enn ee sod | "nee ~ en} | @ melody that will be danced to} Amos, Sadie Bigelow, Hassel. Shel- | scenes, produced by Morris Green by er-|Pruned, speeding up the action 
es S55 pete ctr mee hice through the winter ton. and Spencer Bentle rangement with Theatreverlag. Berlin; | greatly. 
Gomposer = Te coves te oe : on, openc y- English adaptation by Rowland Leigh and | I he 1 ‘ 
Karl Reder cst weeeeeeeees . Walter Slezak The gorgeous Natalie Hall, sister In recent years the City has been | Desmond Carter; first American perform-| ,*" the lobby one of the sheet mu- 
PS a aimee socceces Ob ei oe ~ | of the handsome Bettina of ‘Cat and | ¢pe home of the Little Theatre | ance at the Shubert theatre, Nov. 7. sic peddlers hawking ‘all the latest 
Dr. Walther Lessing.............Al Shean | Fiddle,’ is the alluring prima donna, Guild of the Ovrannes Margot..... Je ceseeneeevevescess Pert Kelton|song hits from Dewberries’' wag 
. eee eer ......Mary MeQuade | Frieda. Her scenes with Tullio . mere 9 BS tage or ee lg nr asked by one of the house staff 
Sieglinde Lessing..... Katherine Carrington | Garminati, the playwright Bruno, ——— pS Ro +e onal Wasnen what he honestly thought of the 
Burgomaster...-..++++---++-/ Marty nodes | are the life of the play, and the sea- m Jeanne.............sssseees..-Grace Moore| Show. His answer was ‘It’s beau- 
Nios hid an cuban eich d Clift Heckinger | son will doubtless offer no finer oe oy ey d teeeee osoees ee Seen tiful, but I always heard the beau- 
Watner Tack. ...ccccccccesccese Paul peas warbling. In an amusing zoo scene - S to~ -™ named beet Seale : oo eee tiful die young. Libbey. 
SCAIT occ veccccesnsse GRO 2 . : eam ~ . |} La d 6000000060 cecscens s 
Widow’ Schelmann “’))Lyaia Van Gilder | Miss Hall scored with ‘Night Flies | Landlady........++ covcsoe oMibarOS Gethins 
SEEN ccuncevstcesscargetas Charles Belin} By,’ which Bruno attempts. to Comte Bordeneau..seee+e++s- Harold Crane 
Hans........++-- S... 2.1 Rdward Haye change to ‘One More Dance.’ Her . 3 Alene p+ rag mepepens ae od yee THE GAY DIVORCE 
eggs : igs: ie ~~ SMleheles Joy aria, ‘I’m Alone,’ thrilled in the first Comte Fragonard......-.:. James Philips ‘ 
SEUUUNOINY bccsncedesecesats Harry Mestayer| act, but probably the best of the NS so ce ha cticn se e+ees-Roberta Pierre Poston, Nov. 11. 
PERS eee teks et ete Se Seemees tee | ee Oa te ge 
Fried atzfeld..coccccecesseecl f P P =i teeeeeee one cs D e and Samuel Hof- 
Bruno Mahbler....-+seeeees Tullio Carminati | COMeS in on amusing agi 3 room o Maitre Cascad............0. Craig Williams | fenstein adapted from comedy by Dwight 
Bide .....--+eeresess eee ceccscess -+,Desha; scene while the maid changes Maid to Madame DuBarry....Ethel Britton | Taylor; score by Cole Porter; produced by 
Stout Mother.......ee0. eteoees a tee Frieda’s stockings and she duets usi ll é te CROGMNEDs con eseestates “2s vig _—— ee Wiman —_ Tom Weatherly; 
Stout Father. ......seeeceeeres> Yar cdem " ‘armi ’ as Mi CRBs Soc ccccccccccvccdic oyce Coles rst performance at the Wilbur Theatre, 
Their Son.....-ccccccsseceess Gosnun, ister boda por on ane lg | eee de —~yeeepaiaae ~~ —— Nov. 7. 
Waiter .....-ceerccesccceees George Ludw “Pi Tomte Lammond...essseeeseses ohn Clar . 
¥Voo Attendant....++..eeeeereees Alfred Russ | Reinald Werrenrath and Walter Sle- ee See Marion Green ata sale vs pole ches oa bah oy ance 
sue Beer Prrrrrrrrr rite Ee on zak, but he is excellent as the flighty ai «Sp baheetdte Rea ye eee 
OOF TTAINEL.«.+crrecserrecs ** 1. | author Four musicals aimed for Broad- BEES accccccccceccccccceces sees Jean Front: 
Cirschner....ceeseset Alexis Obolensk au ° a al rontai 
aan te ame * — ~~ Soote Werrenrath asa breeder of song- way opened out of town last week, This operetta has been threaten Vivian COCO ORCC OEE Eee tenses Helen Allen 
ran . ininieieieuage 4, Mayet : , ing an American production for the | Doris .........eeeeee0++Mary Joe Mathews 
Par Kathleen Edwards | birds has not much to do, nor is his i i ith visiti N > Me, 
Pp x Frank Dobert : two registering with visiting New | nast two years ever since Berlin | PDYIts ...s++++seeee++..Hleanor Btheridge 
’ Stage Manager..... - vocalizing up Oo s platform rep, OAM «cease Coe reese eeseresne Joan rge 
en Stage careeewalos * Main ot ‘e :. - &R.. a Py Yorkers as sure hits. They are; and London began to rave over the —. Keer 4 ~~ aaee 
PYYTETITELIL LY wer My- 7 . . PO wees eoerseseses ces oO Fe 
Boum gracecossasensvereeces gees. a oak ‘and pars Was wenn? A..3 ome ‘The Du Barry’ which opened in / new libretto which was built around | Barbara .. bacteuse Joan Carter- Waddell 
MROTE co ocsscccscersecaces : npg, Mw eee ‘ _ ‘ ’ F ; 2 : WORE crececccccceevocs H, La 
Tobacconist ....seeceeeeees — — best effort. Edward Hayes is an Boston, and “Take a Chance’ which hy ee back in Pn) sb000ess SV eseentacteress aiilte tan 
DT << ¢. . nun censeaubenmee’ a indicated kid vocal find. In a single | unfolded in Philadelphia. The el a 2p moe a RS Hortense ...ssssees he RAS Lucila Gear 
5 a 83 scene as a goatherd he stands out | others which also opened in Bos- shcanes a Pest) th ie = Mirai jadéeudeencaeece seseees - Claire Luce 
The catchily-phrased ‘Music in singing “There's a Hill Beyond ajton are ‘The Gay Divorce’ which | 4.0, ‘of Louis XV carries am tas UGAD ssvecaceusoeee scenes. (tis. Gamat 
the Air’ is so beautifully tuned, so Hill. Slezak, who came over from needs fixing, and a musical version | nous courtesan to the peak of her ae ag iaatessseesscsenccorees. Pat Palmer 
well enacted, so lively in story and | Gormany for we Show, had ‘Mel-| of ‘Cyrano de Bergerac,’ doubtful. | glory at the final curtain. He has|ciaire (20002000 gdna Qoper 
so well presented that it will be a ate = Cees — — Bhim Immediately after opening latter | staged it with great lavishness for | Blaine ..........s+ee0+2+-dacquie Simmons 
favorite Broadway diversion for the ‘ ner: ne arrington, as es! nade, show’s title was changed to ‘Rox- this era of low-cost productions and }odith osedene eeveree Covccres Ethel Hampton 
, in ‘I’ve Told Every Little Star.’ He ; is featuring Grace Moore. former Evelyn .covccccescccscccececss Grace Moore 
balance of the season and probably was better at playing that singin ane. It was withdrawn after a & ‘ re, 10 Beatrice cesesseseccceesss++Bobby Sheehan 
next summer &. eek soprano of the Metropolitan Opera. | Elizabeth ....................Betty Barrett 
Le The standout performance of Al| WE: Despite the frank topic, the adap- | Mr. Pratt-... , Roland Bottomley 
In some critical Sanger es —— Shean as Dr. Lessing, the old music ‘Take a Chance’ is the Schwab PI mg rah we teen — oe : oben eveee- Rol 
was thought to be old-fashioned: | teacher ,is another enjoyable factor | & De Sylva show originally known | the scene where the courtesan is ina? ; 
but the first performance disposed re Si s Fre, Astaire’s flight as a stage 


of any such idea. The composer 
and author, Jerome Kern and Ar- 
thur Hammerstein 2d have teamed 
successfully long before someone 
chirped about. a new era in the 
writinz of musical comedy. Same 
duo were on the royalty end of 
‘Show Boat,’ and if there has been 
any distinct trend it came from the 
same show makers last season with 
*The Cat and the Fiddle.’ 

The new show was to have been 
produced by Max Gordon. Last 
spring when the late Flo Ziegfeld 
revived ‘Show Boat’ arrangements 
were made for him to do ‘Music in 
the Air,’ along with a more pre- 
tentious musical to be called ‘Mis- 
sissippi,’ inspired by the success of 
‘Show Boat.’ Upon Ziegfeld’s ill- 
ness and death, A. C. Blumenthal 
stepped in, at the producer's earlier 
request. Contact with Kern and 
Hammerstein led to Blumey’s wife, 
Peggy Fears, getting ‘Music.’ Her 
two previous efforts as a man- 
ageress missed, but Miss Fears’ 
name now tops the season's first 
unquestioned musical smash. 

The show is an exhibition of 
showmanly skill in many ways, but, 
above all, the authors appear to 
earn chief credit. They not only 
wrote the operetta, but staged it, 
and virtually everything is as they 
wanted it to be. The performance 
to slightly overtime, and some prun- 
ing has probably been accomplished 
by now. 

Unlike the average operetta, 
‘Music in the Air’ is amply scened, 
there being seven different settings, 
brightly colored and lighted with 
modern high-powered lamps. The 
locale is Bavaria; first in Edendorf, 
a mountain village, a roadside, and 
Munich, seat of that part of, Ger- 
many noted for its fine beer. The 
rural scenes have the people in 
peasant dress, the men in short 
breeches and calf stockings. 

Karl Reder, the young and sturdy 
schoolmaster, is in love with Sieg- 
linde, sweet daughter of Walter 
Lessing, the music teacher. In this 
land singing is universally popular, 
ana shortly after the opening a 
choral session is splendidly done. 
The walking club is about to start 
for Munich, a mere 60 miles away, 
and one of the missions is to try 
and have published a song com- 
posed by Karl and Dr. Lessing. The 
members of the club, with the 

ponies made up as boys, furnish 
lively moments, but there is no ac- 
tual ensemble dancing. In this 
show the chorus has a cinch. 

Karl, Lessing and Sieglinde visit 
the studio of Ernst Weber, a music 
publisher, where a new operetta is 
being composed. Into that scene 
and thereafter through the show 
appear Frieda Hatzfeld, a stage 
star, and Bruno Mahler, her lover- 
playwright. They are a tempera- 
mental pair, and their flights and 
quarrels constitute diverting inter- 
ludes. During one tiff Frieda flirts 
with the fresh-faced Karl, and 
Bruno is attracted by the simplicity 
of Sieglinde, whom he spots in the 
show as Frieda’s successor. But at 
dress rehearsal it is realized the 
country girl doesn’t belong. The 
knowing musical director explains 
why an amateur cannot replace a 
seasoned prima donna, so Sieglinde 
with her father returns to their 
home village—and the romance with 
Karl. 

The incidental music running al- 
most throughout and finely orches- 
trated by R. Russell Bennett is a 
constant delight. There is no plug- 
ging of numbers, and at first hear- 


in the show. There is further clever 
acting by Harry Mestayer as an or- 
chestra leader. He gets one good 
chance and scores. Nicholas Joy 
very good as the publisher. 

‘Music in the Air’ is another in- 
stance of what seasoned people of 
the theatre can do. As in the case 
of ‘Of Thee I Sing’ the authors had 
charge of the presentation and 
turned out a hit. Ibee. 


GRESTER SURPRISE 


(‘Biggest Surprise’) 

Operetta in two acts and 10 scenes pre- 
sented by Aaron Lebedeff at the Second 
Ave. Theatre. Stars Aaron Lebedeff and 
Leon Blank; book by Abraham Blum; 
music, Herman Wohl; lyrics, Boris Rosen- 
thal; dances staged by Joe Rose. Presented 
only Friday evening and Saturday and 
Sunday matinee and evening at $2 top. 





Chesed cccece ebecesvcesoccere Leon Blank 
WOPORIG ccccccccccecesccces Nadia Dranova 
Sheindele ......scsccesesesss+s-Luucy Levin 
PG - .000.090455 seceeeesee-Aaron Lebedeff 
SD SIGMEEs 60 be0e0ccse eee Itzchok Feld 
PSD vodescecéece «++.-Annie Thomashefsky 
Berih Za veruche. .occrccecdcsciece Peter Graff 
Genesse ...... Cocceegececcces Annje Hoffman 
Eddie ...... 6040666 06000606208 Sam Gertler 
Bernard .eescseces -.-Borls Rosenthal 
Anna...... TTYTTITITTTiTT TT riie Sally Schorr 
EMUPRs cc ovcccccccetsocccccccccse Pola Klida 


Simche ..cccsseseseees.-dJacob Himmelstein 
Manie..... Sechesesvisyeedscce Sarah Seidman 





Good naborhood musical here, 
that ought to please the language 
partisans, but has nothing for the 
Broadway-minded,. Unoriginal story 
clumsily told, music so clearly lifted 
as to be recognizable even to the 
uninitiate, and overacting in almost 
all departments. But the local at- 
mosphere created and the names of 
the cast will keep it going nicely in 
home territory. 

From a non-Yiddish standpoint 
the only point of interest in the 
piece lies in the work of Lucy Le- 
‘vin, a brunette soprano. Girl has 
charming stage personality and a 
beautiful voice. Inclined to overact, 
which may or may not be caused by 
her environment, but with a bit of 
coaching ought to mean something 
for Broadway. ‘ 

Musical has one of those typical 
little stories of the European 
youngster who comes to America 
and overnight becomes successful. 
He sends to Europe for his child- 
hood sweetheart and her family, but 
when they come trouble is started 
by a scheming neighbor. All 
straightens out for the final curtain. 
Very long winded and overdrawn, 





but the audience the night caught 
enjoyed each twist. 

Lebedeff, the producer and star, 
is a curious stage personality. They 
eall him the ‘Yiddish Chevalier’ on 
Second avenue, and it’s an appella- 
tion that he’s not unlikely to have 
started himself. He’s no longer 
young, but has a pleasant appear- 
ance and some stage charm. At one 
time he had, the story goes, quite 
a voice. Now his voice is just a 
sort of rumbling, but he clings to 
his final notes for all they’re worth. 
He knows his Yiddish neighbors. 
He can milk them for every pos- 
sible bit of applause and he can en- 
tentain them. To a stranger in the 
neighborhood it is somewhat a mys- 
tery wherein his hold lies, but that 
he has a hold is undoubted. 

Leon Blank, a dramatic actor, is 
a bit out of his sphere here, over- 
doing the heaviness of a rabbi’s 
role. Itzchok Feld, diminutive co- 
mic, gets most of his laughs from 
burlesque mannerisms, and Anne 
Thomashefsky, hefty comedienne, 
gets her laughs largely from the fact 
that she’s partnered with a man 
one third her size. 

Fourteen girls form a lively line, 





with the dances staged better than 


as ‘Humpty Dumpty.’ It flopped 
at first try and was brought back 
from Pittsburgh. Book was en- 
tirely rewritten. ‘The Du Barry’ is 
a current London operetta success. 
It comes into the Cohan next week, 
‘Chance’ going into the Apollo 
Monday (28). 

Indications are that Broadway 
will have a strong musical line-up 
before the Christmas holidays, with 
the well regarded incomers. First 
two months of the season failed to 
develop musical strength, but one 
revue getting over—‘Flying Colors,’ 
rated fairly successful at the Im- 
perial. Until the arrival last week 
of ‘Music in The Air’ at the Alvin,’ 
the holdover ‘Of Thee I Sing’ 
topped the list. 


MIDWEST STOCKS FOLD 
ON UNCERTAIN TRADE 


Chicago, Nov. 14. 

Several closings have slowed 
down dramatic stock in the middle 
west. Earl Ross Players couldn't 
click at the Post, Battle Creek, 
Michigan. Walter Ambler, who 
has a prosperous company in 
Zanesville, Ohio, drew a zero on his 
number two company in Marietta, 
Ohio, which collapsed in one week. 

C. D. Peruchi, veteran Dixie man- 
ager, closed in Knoxville, Tenn., but 
hopes to reopen in a month or so. 
Harry Minturn stock at the Majes- 
tic, Milwaukee, will fold Thanks- 
giving week after a promising start 
that didn’t follow through. 

Against-these debits the dramatic 
stock ledger for the middle west 
earries as credits the Liberty, Lin- 
coln, Lafayette, and Ohio, Cleve- 
land, all doing very well. 

Harry Goldie has just opened a 
stock to alternate between Keokuk 
and Fort Madison, Iowa. Towns 
are only a f miles apart, making 
a three-day Weekly engagement in 
each tuwn practical. 











Ottumwa, Ia., Nov. 14. 


Justus Romain & Co.,_ stock, 
closed an engagement at the 
yrand, 





Kansas City, Nov. 14. 

Louis Charnisky, former manager 
of the Pantages, and other local 
houses, has opened a stock company, 
playing in the Bijou, a neat little 
suburban, at 50th and Prospect, 
nearby 10 miles from the main stem. 

William Highley and Maxine 
Cross, are the leads. Popular old- 
time standard plays will be offered 
at popular neighborhood picture 
show prices. 





expected, although there might be a 
bit more lavishness in the* costume 
changes. Maybe they can’t afford 
better. 

As for the 12 songs—no one need 
stretch his memory much to place 
any of them. Lyrics are quite good, 
best being ‘Dich Fegessen Kan Ich 
Nicht’ (‘I Cannot Forget You’), and 





‘Trinken’ (‘Drinking’), auf. 


taken from a notorious regort by Du- 
Barry and started on the path that 
ultimately makes her the successor 
to Madame Pompadour. 

The comedy is lean and unsat- 
isfactory and even with modern 
gags and interpolations the story 
as a whole will have little appeal to 
the younger generation, 

The voices of Miss Moore and 
Howard Marsh, combined with 
scenic and costuming splendor are 
really carrying the production at 
present. Those who go for this sort 
of thing are raving about the 
operetta but, unfortunately for Mr. 
Green, they appear to be in the 
minority. 

It is best described as gorgeous, 


HISTORIC DIXIE LEGIT 
GOES STOCK AT 10-40c 


Birmingham, Nov. 14. 

The Jefferson, famous old legit 
house here which has played many 
a stand with top prices ranging 
around $3 to $5, opened Monday 
night (7) with stock at bottom 
prices. 

Stagehands and musicians are 
working on a co-operative basis. 
The house seating about 1,200 was 
packed at a scale of 20-30-40 open- 
ing night. 

The Roberson-Gifford Players are 
producing the stock, having come 
here from Chi. First performances 
have been well received and it 
looks like the 15 members of the 
company will stick it out a few 
weeks anyway. 

Troupe is giving four matinees 
a week at two bits. Everything in 
the house at all shows is reserved. 
A ten-cent service charge on 
passes, with no tax, also helps. 


Stage Hands Stop All 
Shows in High School 


Williamsport, Pa., Nov. 14. 

Following objections raised by 
the International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employees the Will- 
iamsport school board was forced 
to rescind its previous action of 
granting use of the high school 
auditorium for concerts and in the 
future will restrict the use of the 
buildings to school purposes. 

The board referred objections of 
the stage union to its solicitor and 
in turn was informed that the stage 
employees are right. 


FIXING ‘PINE STREET’ 
‘Nine Pine Street,’ a melodrama 
which tried out in Phila., closed 
Saturday (12) and was brought 
back for recasting. 
It was presented by Whitaker Ray 
and Margaret Hewes. 

















Tent Co. to Figueroa 
Los Angeles, Nov. 14. 
Murphy’s Comedians, tent show 
outfit, went into the Figueroa Play- 
house (12) under management of 
0. B. Woodward 


Star this time finds him in a very 
sophisticated bedroom farce and 
with every evidence that the show 
will make the grade. 

The story is old as the hills but 
done with new angles. It has to 
do with a professional co-respond- 
ent being engaged to spend an hon- 
orable evening in a hotel room to 
permit a perfectly good wife get a 
divorce from a stubborn husband. 
Through accidental use of a code 
phrase, a young chap who worships 
her is taken to be the co-respondent 
and is told to get his pajamas and 
come up to her room. 

Right at the beginning let it be 
said from Boston that this was a 
most unfair thing, bringing a show 
of this sort into this town a week 
after that beloved veteran muni- 
cipal censor, John Casey, had re- 
tired from office and a young and 
innocent censor had just been ap- 
pointed by Mayor Curley. And there 
was no need for that song about 
‘Mrs. Fitch’ and the descendant who 
was the son of—well you see how 
it goes. It’s all so bewildering to a 
young and well intentioned censor 
to know just what to do, especially 
when bishops write notes about it. 

The show is fast, funny, and relae- 
tively inoffensive. It is playing une 
der wraps in Boston, but when it 
hits New York Luella Gear, who 


has a perfect Helen Broderick type: 


of blase role can have comedy built 
up for her. 

Claire Lhuce was a_ distinctly 
pleasant personality, especially in 
her dancing with Astaire who obvi- 
ously misses his talented sister but 
who is finding that the new blonde 
beauty carries along nicely as a 
partner in his more gr less individ- 
ualistic routines. 

The chorus is small and incidental, 
but what a job they are doing! The 
whole show has been built for this 
day and age of small grosses and 
small overhead gambles and these 
girls are getting more applause and 
are turning in a cleaner job than 
the average chorus of twice or three 
times the size and cost. 

‘The Gay Divorce’ was produced 
to make money and right now it is 
starting to click in a manner that 
makes looks as if it will do just 
that. Libbey. 


TAKE A CHANCE 


Philadelphia, Nov. 14, 


Here is a swell example of astute 
showmanship. According to all re- 
ports, ‘Humpty Dumpty’ was a 
completely second-rate and entirely 
unpromising musical show when it 
opened in Pittsburgh two months 
ago. In its present form, it shaped 
up as a first-rate plece of theatrical 
property, and if it gets into New 
York right away rates a splendid 
chance for success as the first good, 
rowdy musical show of the year. 

Credit for the reformation of an 
apparently hopeless try-out should 
be divided between Jack Haley and 
Sid Silvers, comedians, and Vin- 
cent Youmans, composer. Haley 
holds the show up whenever he is 
on the stage, and Silvers lends him 
indisputable aid. Youmans has con- 
tributed to ‘Take a Chance’ three 
or four corking tunes, of which 
‘Rise and Shine’ is an outstanding 
example. 

The score of “Take a Chance’ 
should go a long way in establish- 
ing the success of this Schwab- 
DeSylva show. In addition to You- 
man’s recent contributions there are 








Troupe will play rep with vaude 
olio, \ 


qContinued on page 50) 
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Exclusive Cal. Town Wants Line on Play or 
| Film 10 Days Ahead 


_ 





Pasadena, Cal., Nov. M. 
Local censorship regulations have 
been passed by this city which are 
eonsidered the most drastic on the 
Coast. Outstanding as a radical 


censorship rule is that a permit for 
ghowing a picture or giving any 
type of theatrical entertainment 
must be applied for 10 days in ad- 
yance of exhibition. 

Ordinance provides that to show 
or ‘threaten to show’ any picture 
without first securing permission 
from the newly created censor 
board will make the exhibitor liable 
to a fine of $500 or a six months’ 
gail sentence. 

Under the provisions of the ordi- 
nance the three members of the 
censor board are given virtual police 
regulatory powers and are. granted 
arbitrary right to bar, lock or bar- 
ricade any theatre if a member de- 
cides the new measure has been 
violated. 

Board has the power to seize any 
film shown or about to be shown 
that has not been licensed by it, 
and can demand a private showing 
48 hours in advance of exhibition. 

New board works without salary 
and comprises Mrs, R. MacLure, 
president of the Junior League; W. 
H. # Lishman, lumberman, and 
George Schuler of the Junior Cham- 
ber of. Commerce. Formerly the 
city had a one-man paid hoard in 
Dr. C. V. Cowan. 

Pasadena first runs almost in- 
variably follow immediately after 
downtown Los Angeles showings. 
This, and last minute changes in 
bookings will make it impossible, 
theatre men say, to operate effec- 
tively in this city. 

Fox-West Coast is figuring on 
testing the new censor regulations 
in court. 

First official act of the censor 
board was to bar Warners ‘Life Be- 
gins. Picture is barred in _ toto 
from any form of exhibition. 

Report has reached Los Angeles 
film row to the effect that the board 
¢eontemplates barring all Our Gang 
eomedies on the grounds that these 
are a menace to the youth of the 
community. 


SEEK EQUITY DEAL ON 
PROMPT ‘MARCH’ START 


Lew Brown and Ray Henderson 
have. applied to Equity for a special 
ruling anent the layoff of ‘Forward 
March,’ brought back from Pitts- 
burgh last week after playing three 
weeks out of town. 

It is proposed to reopen the show 
before eight weeks from the closing 
date, and an amicable adjustment 
on salary lability is expected to be 
made. Equity’s layoff rule calis for 
a lapse of two months, otherwise 
partial salaries are due. 

Lew Brown, who took a plane 
from Pittsburgh for the coast, seek - 
ing names for the show is still in 
Hollywood, with no coast talent re- 
Dorted engaged up to Monday. 

Smith and Dale are out, but most 
of the original cast has been re- 
engaged, including Nan Blackstone, 
Caroline Nolte, George Dewey 
Washington, Elisa Nason, Nora and 
Jimmy Bell, Sally Sweet, Johnny 
Downs, Jack Stillman. Added is the 
team of Harrison and Fisher. 





Erskin, Selwyn Team, 
To Stage Two Pieces 


Chester Erskin has made terms 
with Arch Selwyn to start quick 
Production of several plays. Two 
are figured on, with Erskin staging 
and owning a share of the produc- 
tion, which: will be credited to 
Selwyn. 

Undecidew which play or plays the 
eouple will do, but probable first 
will be ‘Strange Orchestra’ by 
Rodney Ackland, current at the St. 
Martin, London. Not likely that 
more than two plays will be put on 
under this tieup for the time being, 
one following close on the heels of 
the other, because Erskin has to £0 
back to the United Artists lot for 
picture work by about February. 





FLOYD MENNEILY TO RKO 


Los Angeles, Nov. 14. 


Floyd Menneiley, former manager | 


of the Biltmore, will join RKO as 





Drama, Musical Soon 
By ‘Pastures’ Stager 


Roland Stebbins, the Wall Streeter 
who scored as a manager under the 
corporate name of Laurence Rivers 
with “The Green Pastures’ and who 
is readying a new drama called ‘Red 
Pianet,’ is entering the musical com- 
edy field as well. He will produce 
‘Three Cornered Hat,’ authored and 
composed by Howard Dietz and Ar- 
thur Schwartz. 

‘Hat’ was on Max Gordon’s pro- 
duction schedule. Doubtful if Gor- 
don will present any musical this 
season other than ‘Flying Colors,’ 
current at the Imperial. His next 
production will be Noel Coward's 
‘Desien for Living.’ 


LAEMMLE JUNIOR B. R. 
FOR McGUIRE’S PLAY 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 


Carl Laemmile, Jr., is looking over 
the figures with a view to angeling 
Anthony McGuire’s ‘Onward, Chris- 
tian Soldiers’ as his first this year 
in the legit field. It will be a per- 
sonal venture with Universal hav- 
ing no financial interést in the play. 

Sam Harris will produce the 
show in New York if the arrange- 
ments go through. ° 


New McLaughlin Piece 
Folds on Single Week 


Cleveland, Novy. 14. 


Glenn Hunter-Queenie Smith pro- 
duction of ‘Lilly Turner,’ retitled 
‘Health Is Wealth’ here, folded Sat- 
urday (12), at Robert McLaughlin’s 
stocked Ohio after a week that was 
given a bad break by Hunter’s col- 
lapse during rehearsals. 

Ohio is going dark for a week, re- 
opening Nov. 20 with Wally Ford 
in revival of ‘Little Jessie James,’ 
now being rehearsed in New York. 

Following booking is Billy Bry- 

















ant’s show-boat company, which 
will be ‘transported here from its 
run at the Cort, Chicago. Billie 


Burke in ‘Vinegar Tree’ and Pola 
Negri in ‘Nona’ also scheduled by 
McLaughlin for early December 
stock productions. 


Hall Up for Hearing 


New Haven, Nov. 14. 

James Hall, extradited here from 
L.A. on wife’s non-support charge, 
was given a continuance in local 
court until Nov. 18. Bond set at 
$500. 

Hall claimed he was sehding his 
wife $200 monthly, but later was 
alleged to have admitted payments 
lapsed due to his inability to get 
work in Hollywood. 














Jessel, Talmadge Tour? | 


George Jessel is considering re- 
viving ‘The Jazz Singer’ for the 


Proposes to star Norma Talmadge 
and himself. 





HACKETT ‘SMILES’ LEAD | 

Charles Hackett will have the! 
lead in the American production of | 
‘Land of Smiles,’ Continental musi- | 
cal by Franz Lehar. 
ber sang the part in Germany and | 
London and was for a long time, 
under negotiation for the American 
production being prepared by the} 
Shuberts. 


rehearsal toward the end of the,‘ 
current week, with a Boston open- | ‘ 
ing on Dec. 26. iI 
Hackett was formerly with both 


|the Metropolitan and Chicago Opera 


Companies. 





Margaret Ford Hurt ‘ 





caught 
|store. Her condition is eritical, } ¢ 


Margaret Ford, 19, sister-in-law 
lof Tom Rooney, associated with ,' 
| Farl Carroll, and formerly in the! ‘ 
Vanities’ and ‘Fioretta,’ fractured ’ 
(her skull in Rochester, N. Y., on,‘ 
| Nov. ak. 


Fell down 10 steps when her heel | ! 
in front of a department 


| Nathan 


| ‘Color Box.’ 


road. be st along Continental ideas, will 


| sketches and lyrics. 


the two lead roles in the stage ver- 
Richard Tau- | Sion of 
Piece, 
| Phillips, 
Uniform’ and will go into rehearsal 
as quickly as casting is completed. 


Proposal is to put the show in| Was used in the British production 


; show 


patched up by Samuel Hoffenstein. 


NO. 2 ‘MUSIC’ SET 


B’wey He Prompts Chi. Troup 
Opening Around Xmas 








The success of ‘Music in the Air,’ 
acclaimed at the Alvin last week | 


has prompted Peggy Fears to pre-|_ 


pare a special company which will 
present the operetta in Chicago. 
Understood casting will be started 
this week. 

The Kern-Hammerstein musical 
will probably bow into the Loop 
about Christmas time. It may play | 
an independent theatre there, as | 
here, 


Nathan Dittoed 
On Woollcott in 
Script Review 


Newspaper and show circles were 
much interested in the fumble by 
George Jean Nathan whose review 
chided the Music Box (New York) 
dramatic smash, ‘Dinner at Bight.’ 
‘covered’ the show from 
script, so that ‘Vanity Fair’ could 
reach the stands with the notice 
a day before the show opened. 

It was not as stated the first case 
of the kind. Alexander Woolcott 
pulled the same trick with ‘Strange 
Interlude’ for the same Conde Nast 
mag. 

There was a difference however, 
Nathan figured ‘Dinner’ a flop and 
although Woollcott treated the Eu- 











| gene O’Neil marathon piece lightly 


he straight-armed with the com- 
ment that it might play better than 
it read. 

Because ‘Vanity Fair’ made two 
rather incomplete forward passes, 
a newspapermen suggested a 
penalty that half its first night 
tickets be withheld from the pub- 
lication for the balance of the sea- 
son. 


‘VANITIES’ GOES ON AIR; 
IS PAID IN BALLYHOO 


With the arrangement based 
strictly on a plug barter, Ear) Car- 
roll will put his ‘Vanities’ cast on 
NBC’s WJZ network this Friday 
(18) evening for a half-hour show. 
All the stars in the revue are guar- 
anteed for the broadcast, with the 
network accorded the right to do 
the censoring of the skits and song 
numbers before they go on. 

Approach’ for the radio hookup 
came from the Carroll camp. Makes 
the first Broadway musical to re- 
sort to this exploitation medium 
this season. There have been sev- 
eral dramatic show contacts with 
NBC the past three weeks, among 
them being ‘Clear All Wires’ and 
the Guild’s “The Good Earth.’ 











Glucksman Bids fer 
Ziegfeld for Revue 


E. M. Glucksman is talking num- 
bers with operators of the Ziegfeld 
theatre for his proposed musical, 


Glucksman now has all his ma- 
terial lined up and is beginning to 
pick his cast. Show, an intimate 


be staged by Allan K. Foster, with 
Ballard MacDonald supervising the 





‘MAEDCHEN’ LEAD 
Mary Phillips will have one of 
‘Maedchen in Uniform.’ 
to be produced by Sidney 
will be retitled ‘Girls in 


Same stage version of the play as 


vill be used for New York. Frank 
iregory, who staged the thing in 
sondon, will do the same job here. 





Subscription Circuit 





i 
| 


White Drops 2-a-Day, 
‘Varieties’ Is Revue 


| 


As Fixed Charges on 


Below Hopes 
Shows Soar 


The two a day policy intended | road, appears to be strong in but 


for George White's ‘Music Hall Va- 
rieties’ is out. While the show will | 
probably retain the title, it will de- | 
but as a legit revue, playing eight} 


instead of the announced $2.20. Due | 
into the Casino, New York, Mon-| 
day (21). There will be vaudeville 
concerts Sunday evenings. 

The show is bigger than intended | 
and routined in the reyue manner. 
Rather than take a chance of an 
argument with Equity as to show's 
status—revue or vaudeville—White 
revised his plans. Equity limits 
legits to eight performances weekly 
in New York, with Sundays not per- 
mitted. ‘Varieties’ was to have 
played 14 times weekly. Three 
shows presented as ‘vaudeville re- 
vues,’ on the two-a-day plan, quick- 
ly flopped early in the season. 
‘Serapbook’ at the Ambassador 
lasted a little over a week and 
something called ‘Folies Bergere’ 
folded before it came to Broadway. 

More recently ‘Belmont Varieties’ 
at the Belmont lasted a week, re- 
opening at the Metropolitan (Co- 
lumbus Circle) again flopping out 
in a single week. 

A trio of names top the White 
outfit, Harry Richman, Lili Damita 
and Bert Lahr. 


IRISH CO. BLOWS B’WAY 
ON PEAK $16,000 WEEK 


The most surprising success of 
the season to date is that of the 
Irish troupe from the Abbey theatre, 
Dublin, which grossed over $55,000 
in four weeks at the Martin Beck 
theatre. Final week was virtual 
capacity, the approximate gross be- 
ing $16,000 at $2.75 top. The Gaels 
started Monday on a tour previously 
contracted. They may return to 
New York, 

So well were a variety of plays 
presented that the New York critics 
attended not only the several new 
shows but those more familiar, and 
the dailies ran frequent reviews. It 
is believed that two of the Irish 
plays could have run the season 








here. Standouts in the repertory 
were ‘Things That Are Caesar’s,’ 
‘The Far-off Hills’ and ‘The New 


Gossoon,’ all new, while ‘The Play- 
boy of the Western World’ clicked 
at every showing. 

Previous visits of the Irish Play- 
ers were but slightly successful, if 
at all. George Tyler’s try with the 
Abbey group was said to have fin- 
ished in the red. Charles Dilling- 
ham imported a company which 
played ‘Playboy’ to mild returns 
several years ago. 

Chautauqua and concert methods 
were used in exploiting the Irish 
group, appearing here under the di- 





; rection of 
| George Leffler. 





POLISHING ‘DIVORCE’ 
Divorce, Dwight Wiman 
starring Fred Astaire, and | 
iginally due in town next Mon- | 
(21) will be held out on the 
‘oad at least another week for tink- | 
‘ring. Plays the Shubert, New 
faven, for the extra week, and will 
ome to the Barrymore after that. | 
Piece was written by Dwight Tay- 
daughier of lLTaurette, and 


Gay 


lav 


or, 


| 
| 


‘ole Porter wrote the songs. 


Victor Leighton and 





‘Fiddle’ Touring After 
8 Wks in Los Angeles 


Los Angeles, Nov. 14. 

‘Cat and the Fiddle’ blows from 
the Belasco Nov. 26, after eight 
weeks, and goes on tour prior to 
returning to the Curran, ’Frisco, for 
a brief return run. Musical is 
booked into Portland and Seattle 
before the Bay City return date, It 
will then be routed south. 

Charles Harris has been made 
company manager, with Harry 
Davis handling advance press, and 
Jack Winn’ business manager. 


Spewacks Adapt ‘Wires’ 

The Spewacks (Bella and Sam- 
uel), authors of ‘Clear All Wires’ 
current at the Times Square, who 
started for the coast last week, will 
work on the picture version of the 
comedy for Metro, but have no fur- 
ther Hollywood intentions. 

After the film preparation, the 
couple plan a vacation in Mexico. 














Tamara Quits El Garron 


| wheel, 





The American Theatre Society, 
the subscription organization ex- 
pected to aid legit business on the 
four out of 12 stands in this, the 
| first season. While the subscrip- 
tions have a total of $500,000, the 


performances weekly at $275 top|amount guaranteed to each of six 
attractions chosen to play the sub- 
scription ‘time’ is far under expecta- 


tions of managers who _ spotted 
shows with the A, T. S. 
If the shows selected play the 


dozen cities in which the organiza- 
tion has its field workers—and the 
A. T. S. is insistent that all attrac- 
tions booked must play all its 
stands in need of shows—each at- 
traction would get its share of 
$50,000 in subscription money. 
Spread over 12 stands that would 
mean a theoretical $4,166 per stand. 
Shows sponsored by the organiza- 
tion are virtually sure of bettering 
that gross, however. 

Topping in subscriptions is Phila- 
delphia where the guarantee is 


$7,800 weekly for two weeks. Chi- 
cago is second, the subscriptions 
over a_ three-week period being 


$4,800 weekly; Boston guarantees 
$6,200 weekly for two weeks; Kan- 
sas City, $3,300 for one week; Wash- 
ington, $3,200 for one week; Cleve- 
land, $1,800 for one week; about 
$1,400 weekly in Cincinnati, Detroit 
and St. Louis, Buffalo and Balti- 
more are also in the subscription 
with the latter well up in 
the volume of subscribers for one 
week. 
Charges Nearly Double 


There have been complaints over 
the arbitrary -harges to shows play- 
ing under the society’s auspices. 
Whereas last season before the sev- 
eral subscription groups were 
merged, each show was required to 
pay $400 weekly, which covered 
campaign expenses, solicitor’s fees 
and other items, the society this 
season is exacting $750 weekly. That 
adds another 7%% to the touring 
show’s expense, based on a $10,000 
gross. Managers contend the sys- 
tem of charges is wrong and should 
be based on a percentage of sub- 
scriptions in each stand. 

Of the several shows already ap- 
pearing in subscription spots, ‘Re- 
union in Vienna’ has done best. 
However, that hit does not need 
subscription support. Understood 
there was an objection on the part 
of the show playing at $2.50 (be- 
cause of the concession given sub- 
scribers) when it could play at 
$3.30 top. 

The A. T. 8S. has as organizing 


manager Mrs. B. W. Sargent of 
Philadelphia, who last season 
handled the Professional Players, 


a Shubert subscription promotion 
in that city. The Shuberts started 
the movement fotlowing the lead of 
the Theatre Guild which for several 
seasons had out of town subscrip- 
tion stands, now merged with the 
ew 

That also appltes to the Dramatic 
League, Chicago, which was also 
started by the Shuberts, who spon- 
sored several new productions there 
for the league. Erlanger’s is also 
interested in the society, because of 


its booking affiliation with the Guild. 


All A. T. S. bookings, however, are 
now handled by the new United 
Booking Office. 


Jennie Risin Dying 


Jennie Bernstein, in whose board- 
ing house on 34th street any num- 
ber of legit stars were guests, is 
dying at the Knickerbocker hos- 
pital, New York. In recent years 
her establishment was on West 
52nd street. Mrs. Bernstein is said 
to be fairly well to do. 

She is the widow of Dan Bern- 
stein, reputed to have been the late 








Charles Frohman’s first backer, 


‘LUCRECE’ PREMIERE 
Cleveland, Nov. 


14, 
Katherine Cornell, who first tried 


out her ‘Barretts of Wimpole Street’ 


here a couple of years ago has de- 

When Tamara, the Russian | cided to test her new play, ‘Lucrece,’ 
songstress, joined ‘Americana’ she| 4t the local Hanna, Nov. 29. 

had to give up nite elub tripling. Newest vehicle, translated from 

She's at the Russian Kretchma on|the French by Thornton Wilder, 

| East 14th street, doubling into the} will have incidental music hy Deems 


revue and voluntarily dropping out! Taylor and settings by Robert Ed- 


Jof the El Garron, another nite spot 


mond Jones, 
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Music’ Looks $34,000, Dinner’ Gets 
$28,500; Bway List Near Peak, 36: 


Two months after the start of the 
new season the first musical smash 
arrived on Broadway, when ‘Music 
in the Air’ opened at the Alvin last 
week. It won rave notices and went 
to the list leadership by getting $27,- 
000 in seven performances. This 
week ‘Music’ is aimed for $34,000, 
which is capacity at $4.40 top. 

‘Music’ was the only new produc- 
tion last week, but there are 10 en- 
trants this week, six being new 
shows and others revivals. By 
Saturday there will be 33 attrac- 
tions in town, which is the top num- 
ber so far. There will be some clos- 
ings but with next week’s premieres 
Broadway will probably reach the 
peak of the fall in the number of 
ghows, about 36 being on the boards. 
That verifies the prediction of the 
summer. 

Election interest detracted from 
theatre patronage last week, and 
several days of continued rain did 
not help any. However, the new 
leaders more than held their own 
and, with the aid of added holiday 
matinees, two new marks were 
made. ‘Dinner at Eight’ got $25,500 
and ‘When Ladies Meet’ grossed 
$19,500. Two other fresh comedy 
successes did well enough, ‘Made- 
moiselle’ approximating $12,500 and 
‘Christopher Bean’ around $12,000. 

Suddenly withdrawn Saturday 
was ‘Men Must Fight,’ Lyceum 
There was doubt about ‘Carry Na- 
tion’ and some question if it will 
play out the week. One show is defi- 
nite due off this week, ‘Absent 
Father,’ Vanderbilt. Notice was up 
for ‘Vanities,’ but was taken down. 

Coming next week: ‘The Du 
Barry,’ Cohan; ‘Firebird,’ Empire; 
‘Music Hall Varieties,’ Casino; ‘Take 
a Chance,’ Apollo; ‘Jamboree,’ Van- 
derbilt, and ‘The Barrister,’ Masque. 


Last Week’s Estimates 


Autumn Crocus,’ Morosco. Im- 
ported from London; presented by 
the Shuberts in association with 
Basil Dean; slated to open Satur- 
day (19). 

‘Absent Father,’ Vanderbilt (5th 
week) (C-771-$3.30). Final week; 
no improvement; about $2,000; 
‘Jamboree’ due in next week. 

‘Americana,’ Shubert (7th week) 
(R-1,395-$4.40). Performance much 
improved over early weeks; business 
moderately good around $16,000; 
some profit. 

‘Another Language,’ Booth (30th 
week) (C-708-$3.30). Consistent 
money maker; around $9,000 last 
week, plenty for holdover. 

‘Ballyhoo of 1932,’ 44th St. (11th 
week) (R-1,325-$3.85). Moderate 
money musical about breaking even 
lately; business about $15,000 last 
week, slight increase. 

‘Carry Nation,’ Biltmore (3d week) 
(C-1,000-$3.30). Was slated to close 
Saturday, but rang up last night. 

‘Chrysalis,’ Martin Beck (1st week) 
(C-1,189-$3.30). Presented by Mar- 
tin Beck in association with Theresa 
Helburn and Lawrence Langner; 
written by Rose Albert Porter; best 
Westport try-out; opens tonight. 

‘Clear All Wires,’ Times Square 
(10th week) (C-1,057-$3.30). Get- 
ting between $5,000 and $6,000; some 
profit; probably sticking until holi- 
days. 

‘Criminal at Large,’ Belasco (6th 
week) (D-1,000-$3.30). Not a mat- 
inee show, but night attendance 
pulls gross up; fairly profitable 
around $9,000; ‘Lucrece’ the suc- 
ceeding attraction about Jan. 1. 

‘Dangerous Corner,’ Empire (4th 
week) (CD-1,099-$3.30). About $5,- 
000 last week with house serving 
exit notice; moves to Avon next 
week; ‘Firebird’ due next week. 

‘Dinner at Eight,” Music Box (4th 
week) (C-1,000-$3.85). Another new 
high last week when with an added 
matinee (Election) the gross was 
$25,500; dramatic leader. 

‘Flying Colors,’ Imperial (10th 
week) (R-1,446-$4.40). Revue’s busi- 
ness spotty but holding to some 
profit at grosses around $21,000. 

‘| Loved You Wednesday,’ Harris 
(6th week) (C-1,051-$3.30). Extra 
Space ads may help; divided opinion 
had held down business; around 
$6,000 to even break. 

‘Mademoiselle,’ Playhouse (5th 
week) (C-876-$3.30). Most shows 
Were affected last week because of 
election and wet weather; over $12,- 
000 here; excellent for this season. 

Men Must Fight,’ Lyceum. With- 
drawn last Saturday after playing 














Schools Help Hampden 
To Pittsburgh $21,000 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 14. 

Great balcony and gallery sale, 
with schools going for blocks of 
seats at every performance, gave 
Hampden’s ‘Cyrano de Bergerac’ 
neat $21,000 at Nixon last week, 
plenty satisfactory for a dramatic 
production. Downstairs trade hard- 
ly nibbled, $3.30 top believed steep. 

*“Cyrano’s’ advance sale accounted 
for more than $10,000, with credit 
going to telling educational cam- 
paign of Howard Herrick and Clay- 
ton Hamilton. Almost a complete 
sell-out each performance for $1.10 
seats, indicating the type of draw. 

At Pitt, Edwin Vail Players put 
on ‘The Good Fairy’ with new lead- 
ing lady, Betty Hanna, in Helen 
Hayes’ role, and eased along to fair 
week, helped out by nice benefit 
opening night. 


‘ABIE’ WEAK IN 
L. A. AT $5,800 








Los Angeles, Nov. 14. 

‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ was dragged 
| out of the mothballs last Sunday by 
Henry Duffy for George Sidney and 
Charles Murray. First two days 
business was oke, but it petered out 
during the week, ending up with an 
indifferent $5,800. General impres- 
sion is that ‘Abie’ has finally worn 
out its welcome. 

‘Cat and the Fiddle’ got an even 
$9,000 on its sixth week. Week-end 
business still strong, but balcony 
trade is off. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ El Capitan 
(Ist week) (C-1,571-$1.65). Disap- 
pointing at $5,800 for the opener. 
Though an average figure strong 
business had been hoped for on the 


revival. 

‘Cat and the Fiddle,’ Belasco 
(6th week) (M-1,103-$2.65). Fair 
profit at $9,000. Low nut keeps 
Belasco & Curran away in the 
black to end of the run. 





(D-969-$3). Presented by John 
Henry Mears; written by Robert 
Keith; added to week’s card; opened 
Monday. . 

‘Success Story,’ Elliott (8th week) 
(D-924-$2.75). Has been averaging 
$5,000 or bit over, mostly from cut 
rates. 

‘The Dark Hours,’ New Amster- 
dam (ist week) (D-1,717-$3.30). 
Presented by lLodewick Vroom; 
written by Don Marquis from his 
book of same title; opened Monday. 

‘The Good Earth,’ Guild (5th 
week) (D-914-$3.30). Will go sev- 
eral weeks beyond subscription pe- 
riod (five weeks); business eased 
off to about $11,000 last week; to be 
toured; ‘Biography’ next attraction. 

‘The Perfect Marriage,’ Bijou (1st 
week) (CD-605-$3.30). Presented 
by the Shubert receivers; written by 
Arthur Goodrich; opens Wednesday 
(16). 

‘Vanities,’ Broadway (8th week) 
(R-1,800-$4.40). Notice posted last 
week, but closing order rescinded 
‘when business improved somewhat; 
quoted around $20,000; about even 
break, 

‘When Ladies Meet,’ Royale (7th 
week) (C-1,118-$3.30). Hit new high 
|gross last week, with takings of 
$19,500; nine performances; three 
matinees weekly to be continued. 

- Other Attractions 

‘Dear Jane,’ 14th Street; new play 
by Eleanor Holmes’ Hinckley; 
opened Monday; added to repertory 
of Civic Rep. 











four weeks and two days to slim 
money. 

‘Music in the Air,’ Alvin (2d week) 
(O-1,387-$4.40). New musical hit | 
Jumped to top of list: first seven 


performances to $27,000; can do 
$34,000, the indicated gross this | 
week, 

| 


‘Of Thee |! Sing,’ 46th St. (47th | 


week)  (M-1,413-$4.40). Nearing 
year’s run mark; prize winner | 
Slightly off, but excellent $25,000; 
second to ‘Music in the Air,’ 
a Late Christopher Bean,’ Miller 
3d week) (CD-946-$3.30). Opening 
Week’s pace maintained; without 
first night money iast week strong 
at $12,000; capacity Eriday and 
Saturday, 


‘Singapore,’ 48th Street (ist week) | 


‘The Good Fairy,’ Liberty; 
vival; opens Thursday (17). 
‘Midsummer Night’s Dream,’ Jol- 


re- 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘The Mad Hopes’ (Bela Blau) 
49th Street. 





‘Lucrece’ (Guthrie McClin- 
tic) Belasco. 

‘Encore’ (Arthur Hopkins) 
Golden. 

‘Pardon My English’ (Aarons 
and Freedley) Majestic. 

‘Face the Music’ (road) 
(Shuberts) Broadhurst. 

‘The Great Magoo’ (Billy 
Rose) Selwyn. 

‘Walk a Little Faster’ 


(Courtney Burr) St. James. 
‘Red Planet’ (Laurence Riv- 
ers) Fulton. 
‘Autumn Crocus’ 
Morosco. 


(Shuberts) 


‘The Chillingtons’ (‘Not Im- 
moral’) (Irving Cooper) Ly- 
ceum. 

‘The Barrister’ (Sidney 
Stone) Essex House. 

‘The Clock Strikes One’ 


(Sharkey and Lebaudy) Little. 

‘Firebird,’ ‘Autumn Crosus,’ 
‘Jamboree,’ ‘The Dark Hours’ 
and ‘Singapore’ opening out of 
town or on Broadway this 
week. 


‘CYRANO,’ 106’S, EASES — 
BOSTON’S MUSICAL JAM 


Boston, Nov. 14. 
First casualty of the overcrowded 
condition in the musical field here 
was the Shubert-sponsored musical 
version of ‘Cyrano de Bergerac,’ 
which has been playing at the old 
Erlanger house, the Colonial. ‘Cyr- 


ano’ got good reviews and a fair 
start, but it retired a week early 
when the press of competition cut 
deeply into box office. Gross for the 
week was $10,000, not enough. 
‘Cyrano’ will be renamed ‘Roxane’ 
for Broadway. 

Still holding forth here are ‘The 
Gay Divorce,’ starring Fred As- 
taire, with Claire = ce and Luella 
Geer, and ‘The DuBarry,’ starring 
Grace Moore, formerly of the New 
York Met. ‘Gay Divorce,’ despite 
hostile reviews, which opined there 
was need of lots of improvement be- 
fore Broadway, grossed a nice $12,- 
000 at the Wilbur. 

‘The DuBarry’ was almost sensa- 
tionally received at its opening last 
Tuesday. Enthusiasm outdistanced 
anything Boston has seen this sea- 
son. The seven performances last 
week took in $16,000, not capacity, 
but very nice. 

‘The Perfect Marriage,’ moving 
out of the Plymouth last Saturday 
to make room for the opening to- 
night (14) of ‘Whistling in the 
Dark,’ with Ernest Truex, did a 
slow $9,000, although it was the only 
straight play in town. 

The opening of ‘Walk a Little 
Faster,’ with Beatrice Lillie and 
Clark and McCullough, was sched- 
uled for tomorrow (15), but the 
piece is not rounding intc shape as 
rapidly as was expected and the 
world premiere of this show is now 
slated for Friday. Advance sales for 
the limited engagement are going 
well. 

The Boston Opera House was re- 
opened last week for the San Carlos 
Opera Company. The gross was 
$14,000 last week, nothing to rave 
about. This week Madame Maria 
Jeritza, i. .,orted for the rest of the 
company’s stay here, will bolster the 
vocal forces. 

Two new shows, both plays, come 
to town next Monday, restoring a 
little balance between = straight 
drama and the musicals. ‘No 
Money to Guide Her,’ a comedy by 
Rommey Brent, once called “The 
Mad Hopes’ will be put on the Wil- 
bur by Bela Blau. Violet Kemble 
Cooper is the leading woman. On 
the same night ‘The Chillingtons,’ 
a new play by H. Campbell-Duncan, 
will be shown at the Hollis Street. 

On Tuesday Boston will have a 
chance to see ‘Face the Music,’ 
starting its road tour here. 


‘Peep Show’ Reopens 
Balto. Stock Nov. 21 


Baltimore, Nov. 14. 

Originally slated to get back into 
operation this week, the Theatre 
Unit, Inec., repertory company, has 
postposed its return for seven ad- 
ditional days, now planning to offer 
its next show on Nov. 27. 

Company was yanked out of town 
with Arthur J. Beckhard on the 
‘Carry Nation’ show in New York, 
the large cast of that piece having 
absorbed practically the _ entire 




















son’s; opening Thursday (17), first 

of series of Shakespearean revivals. 
‘Cradle Snatchers,’ Liberty; re- 

vival opens Wednesday (16). 
‘Counsellor at Law,’ 


‘The Silent House,’ Ambassador; 
revival. 
‘That’s Gratitude,’ 


vival. 


Hudson; re- 


‘Whistling in the Dark,’ Waldorf; | , 


roster of the Theatre Unit group. 
Expect to present ‘Peep Show,’ a 
new one, for their return appear- 


Plymouth; | ance. 
| repeat still profitable; over $9,000. 


‘PUSH’ FOR MUSIC BOX 
Hollywood, Nnvy. 14. 
Toby Wilson Players open at the 
Music Box Nov. 20 with ‘The Push.’ | 


* Ruth Draper Ritz; returned Mon | Whitman Parker is presenting the | 
’ Ls mOn- | . 
day; slated one week. | outfit. , ; 
‘Camille,’ Morosco; revival elosed | Top prices wi be 0c matinces | 
Saturday. j and $1 evening. i 





Flop ‘Humpty’ Made Into Hit, Chance.” 
$70,000 in Philly; ‘Boat, $23,000 





GOOD ‘MARQUISE’ 736 
SOLITAIRE IN ’FRISCO 


San Francisco, Nov. 14. 

Billie Burke in ‘The Marquise’ 
has been having the town to her- 
self during past week at Duffy's Al- 
cazar, but two new ones bow to- 
night (14) when ‘Mrs. Moonlight’ 
opens at the Geary, and ‘Merry 
Widow’ inaugurates a_ series of 
operettas at the Columbia. 

Alcazar had a take of $7,500 on 
first of the Billie Burke weeks, busi- 
ness holding up smartly now that 
opera season is over and the car- 
riage trade is again returning to 
legit. 

Operettas at Columbia running at 
$2 top with quite good advance sale 
in a town where music is aces. ‘Mrs. 
Moonlight’ in for but two weeks. 

Tivoli lights up Wednesday night 
(16) for three nights and one mati- 
nee of ‘The Enemy’ which Baldwin 
McGaw is doing with his Pacific 
Repertory Players at 75 cents top. 


SIX MUSICALS 
HEAD FOR CHI 














Chicago, Nov. 14. 

Chicago’s outlook brightens with 
the promise of many new shows. It 
may be that the month of Decem- 
ber will see a little life in the old 
burg. Six musicals are in sight. 
‘Cat and the Fiddle’ at the Erlanger 
and ‘Vanities’ at the Apollo both 
penciled for Dec. 4 may be joined 
by Robert McLaughlin’s ‘Merry 
Widow’ headed by Donald Brian to 
relight the Majestic. 

Besides this the Adelphi is to 
ha.ve a local production of the polit- 
ical drama, ‘Merry-Go-Round,’ to be 
produced for Nov. 20 unveiling by 
Charles Freeman. Show will play 
for $2, tax included. 

Vivian and Rosetta Duncan are 
supposed to be reunited in a legit 
effort to be known as ‘Heavenly 
Twins.’ Seven years ago the girls 
got 22 weeks at the Harris theatre. 

Musical version of ‘Cyrano de 
Bergerac’ is mentioned for the Har- 
ris on Nov. 22. ‘Laugh Parade’ is 
another musical en route to the loop. 


Estimates for Last Week 
‘Hamlet,’ Cort (900; $1.10) (2a 
week). Not $1,200 in the till Dew 


is off the Bryant lily. An amuse- 
ment novelty last year is a bore this 


year. 

‘Of Thee | Sing,’ Grand (M-1,365; 
$3.85) (8th week). Will decamp Dec. 
3 for western tour. Down to $22,000 
with plenty of main floor empties, 
but engagement rated a success and 


will take away tidy profit. ‘Laugh 
Parade’ next, 

‘Reunion in Vienna,’ Erlanger 
(C-1,318-$2.75) (3d, final week). 


getting $4.95 for 
Solid through- 


Couthoui was 
ducats to this one. 
out engagement. Capacity around 
$20,000. ‘There's Always Juliet,’ 
with Violet Heming and Roger Pryor 
opens tonight (Monday). 


Future Plays 


‘Veiled Eyes,’ by 
ney, 
Sachs before Xmas. This was a 
play Belasco was readying for pro- 
duction at the time of his death. 


‘Breathin’ Easy,’ revue, 








which Bert 
Strouse are the heads. 
Stanley Adams to music by Jesse 
Greer. 

‘Wooden Slipper,’ by 
Raphelson, probably will 
Golden's next. 

‘Three Cornered Hat,’ by Howard 
Dietz and Arthur Schwartz, will 
be Rowland Stebbins’ first musical 
venture. 

‘Petticoat Fever,’ will be put into 
production by Jess Smith. 


Goldberg and Jack 


Samuel 
be John 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Earle Larrimore, Biography.’ 


Robt. C. Fisher, ‘Autumn Crocus.’ 

Georgia Drew Mendum, Iris Whit- 
ney, Margaret Linck, ‘fncore.’ 

Edna Goodrich, ‘Dark Hours.’ 

Montagu Love, Le Roi Operti 
‘Firebird.’ 

Jos. Greenwald, ‘Great Magoo.’ 

Jane VW yatt, ‘NO Money to G 
Her.’ 


Patrick Kear- | 
will be presented by Carroll | 


Philadelphia, Nov. 14. 

‘Take a Chance,’ which followed 
‘Music in the Air,’ the Kern-Ham- 
merstein piece at the Garrick, 
coaxed about $20,000 to the box- 
office, with the demand increasing 
steadily all week. It’s a pity this 
musical couldn't have stayed here 
longer. The Abbey Theatre troupe 
is the present booking. Big ad- 
vance indicates a fine two weeks, 

The four legit houses, now func- 
tioning, are pretty solidly booked 
up to the Christmas holidays, the 
one exception being the Forrest 
which is keeping its early Decem- 
ber attraction a secret. The Rialto 
figures that this house is almost 
sure to bring in a musical for the 
rich Army-Navy week-end. The 
Garrick has the new Aarons-Freed- 
ley tune show, ‘Pardon My English’ 
opening on that Friday night, 
which should be a natural for the 
occasion. 

Plenty of people are beginning 
to wonder what the American The- 
atre Society is going to do about 
its second series of plays. The new 
season is supposea to start at the 
Chestnut just after Christmas, but, 
so far not one play has been an- 
nounced. In the meantime the 
Chestnut will go into pictures, 
‘Maedchen in Uniform’ opens there 
on Dec. 5 for three weeks. 

George White, on the strength of 
the sensational business which he 
did last winter with his ‘Scandals,’ 
brings his ‘Music Hall Varieties’ 
into the Metropolitan Opera House 
for a single week's try-out. The 
vast capacity of this house permits 
him to scale the show at a $2 top. 
The original intention was to have 
daily matinees but this was altered 
at the last minute and the revue 
will now be presented with the con- 
ventional two afternoon perform- 
ances. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘9 Pine Street’ (Broad, second 
week). Very dismal. Bad casting 
and direction hurt chances for a 
very promising show. Not over 
$4,000. House dark this week with 
‘Left Bank’ booked for next Mon- 
day on a last-minute decision. 

‘Show Beat’ (Forrést, one week 
only). Top-heavy upstairs trade, 
Balcony and gallery went clean 
practically every night. Despite bad 
weather break this musical must 
have hit $23,000 on the week and 
would have beaten that figure if 
held over. ‘The Cat and the Fiddle,’ 
return, is current with ‘Cyrano’ 
(now ‘Roxane’) next Monday. 


‘Take a Chance’ (Garrick, one 
week only). An example of a flop 


Fine notices and steadily building 
business. Not far from $20,000, 
Irish Players from the Abbey The- 
atre in for two weeks, with a very 
encouraging advance sale. 

‘Cynara’ (Chestnut, second week). 
This New York hit wasn’t very 
much liked here, but the subscrip- 
tion basis enabled it to get by. A 


fair $10,500 achieved in second 
week. Cornelia Otis Skinner is in 
for a single week, ‘Reunion in 


Vienna’ listed for next Monday. 





BAINBRIDGE JUST FAIR 


Minneapolis, Nov. 14. 
With Elinor Herriott, ingenue, 
in the lead role, the Bainbridge co. 
bettered takings of recent weeks, 
grossing around $3,200, which, how- 
ever, was not entirely satisfactory. 
With a _ professional wrestling 
match one night, stock burlesque, 
brought around $3,000 to the Gayety. 











A PROSPECTIVE 
FORTUNE 











will be)! 
done by Progressive Productions, of | 


Lyrics by | 


POSITIVE 
SECURITY 


There is no more certain income 
than that which comes to the hold- 
ers of Annuities on the first day of 
each month. 


No investment problems. A check 
for an unfailing amount, always on 
time, 


Let us show you how to provide 
for the future; for the rainy day 
when you are no longer able to earn 
a decent income, 


For further particulars see 


JOHN J. 


KEMP 


551 Fifth Ave. N. Y. C. 
Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838-7839 
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Gaumont-British Controls Empires, 


Nov. 14. 


British has put over its 


London 
f;1rumont 


campaign for purchase of absolute 


control in the Moss Empires chain 
Means that American and other im- 
ported talent can now be 
Sact 20 the 
holdings and acts going over for the 
Palladium worth 
while Up to the present acts | 
signed for the Palladium got about | 
four weeks play-time. 

Nothing announced, as yet, about | 
this angte of the arrangements, but 
understood the likelihood that | 
shows for the Palladium will be laid | 
out with a view to playing all along | 
the line. Shows will probably be! 
intact and go to all 20 theatres, | 
after. or in some cases before, the | 
big London vaude stand. 

Evans, Gulliver Resign 

William Evans and Charles Gul- | 
liver have resigned their managing 
directorships of Moss Empires, the 
big fireworks taking place last 
Thursday (10). G-B's Ostrer 
Brothers had arranged for a pur- 
chase of the Lord Beverbrook, Wil- 
liam Evans and Lord Ashfield hold- 
ings in Moss previously, the deal to 
go through Nov. 2, but they delayed 
in an attempt to also get Gulliver 
eut. 

Gulliver's holdings, it was 
learned, amounted to 40,000 ordi- 
nary and preference shares. He 
was induced to sell by the Ostrers’ 
offer of cash instead of half cash 
and the rest on terms, as originally 
proposed, 

Ostrer Brothers now own 500,000 
Moss Empires shares and with Gul- 
liver out, will have no trouble run- 
ning the show their own way. Pur- 
chase price on the shares was.17 
shillings six pence, despite the fact 
that the market price is 12 shillings. 

Mark Ostrer and Charles Woolf 
will join the Moss Empires director- 
ate right away, with the launching 
of a big vaudeville campaign to 
start immediately. 


‘CLEAR ALL WIRES’ AS 
VIEWED BY MOSCOW 


Moscow, Nov. L 

Pravda, mouthpiece of the ruling 
Communist party here, draws some 
political comfort from the Spewacks’ 
play, ‘Clear All Wires.’ Under a 
New York date-line it carries a 
story about the play which may be 
taken as the more or less official re- 
action to Broadway’s version of the 
Moscow scene. 

‘The growing decay of bourgeois 
culture,’ it says, ‘finds clear ex- 
pression in the growth of satirical 
plays in America, exposing the 
moral corruption, cynicism, lies of 
bourgeois leaders, journalists, etc. 

‘A play exposing the morals of 
foreisn correspondents, who supply 
the American press with informa- 
tion about world events and who 
have great influence on the forma- 
tion of public opinion on important 
world problems, won great success 
in New York. 

‘The action is set in Moscow, at 
the Hotel Savoy. The play in all 
its construction shows the contrast 
between the revolutionary Moscow 
background and the low cultural 


combined 


| 


weeks by 


can really get a 


tour. 


Is 


offered at | 


weight of one ton. 


Can Offer Imported Acts 20 Weeks 





Heavyweight Bull Is | 
Light Entertainment 


Mexico City, Nov. 10. | 

Local bull fight arena company | 
was fined $165 by civic amusements 
department for ‘gyping’ public. | 
Gyping consisted of sending out a/| 
bull that was tos heavyweight to | 
keep the fighters on their toes. De- 
partment’s regulations demand’ that | 
only lithe bulls and first class tore- | 
adors can be used in view of sanc- | 
tion it~has given company to in|} 


crease its admittance prices this | 


season. | 


Complaints about the heavyweight | 
bull from numerous high paying 
customers resulted in the arena 
company being carpeted. Company's | 
defense was that bull was only | 
about ten pounds over regulation | 


EMBRASSEZ MOI 


(Continued from page 23) 





tric Englishman gives him one of 
his own titles. 

Technically fair all round, and 
acting excellent. Milton as the wine 
merchant gets a laugh every time 
he is on the screen. Abel Tarride, 
old legit actor, does a very ritzy 
marquis nicely. Tania Fedor as the 
blue-blood falling for the commoner, 
and Jeanne Helbling as a ritzy 
countess, both click heavily. Bal- 
ance of cast secondary, but excel- 
lent background. 

For the producer it’ is throwing 
a pick in a sandpit and finding a 
gusher. Mazi. 


ENLEVOZ-MOI 


(‘Abduct Me’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 
(With Songs) 
Paris, Novy. 3. 
Pathe Natan production and release. Di- 
rected by Leonce Perret. From the mu- 
sical comedy by R. Praxy and H. Aliias. 
Music by Gabaroche. Recorded by Liver- 
man on R.C.A. Running time, 102 mins. 
Olympia, Paris, Nov. 2. 
Cast: Roger Treville, Jean Devalde, Nico- 
las Barclay, Gaston Jacquet, Pierre Moreno, 
Felix Oudart, Jacqueline Francell, Arletty. 


Two things are outstanding in 
this production. One is the songs | 
taken from the French musical com- 
edy, which are excellent and ex- 
ceedingly well recorded. Other is 
the acting by Roger Treville in the 
part of an eccentric scientist, who 
finally smartens. up. Balance of 
cast, including women, so-so, and 
continuity a strict attempt to fol- 
low the musicale. 

Direction old-fashioned, explained 
by Leonce Perret being one of the 
veterans of the silent days. Story 
concerns a hick geologist whom a 
smart friend calls to his house re- 
questing he should take his place to 
receive the wife of a provincial offi- 
cial who is in love with him, and 
whom he doesn’t care to meet, 

Provincial woman arrives at the 
apartment, and turns out to to be 
the maiden sister of the smart guy, 
following which she elopes with the 
scientist to some mountain resort, 
where the smart guy follows with 
two friends to jam the idyl; and an 
Italian prince also gets there with 
a girl he wants to shake. Of course, 
the scientist marries the girl, etc., 
etc, 

The treatment is anything but 
clever. Music and suitable plugging 
might have made boulevard grade 
if it had not been for quarter rent 
and other troubles. As is, just a 
programmer, Mari. 


_—_— 





level of some foreign correspond- 
ents, who do not understand what 
they are reporting and are merely 
engaged in a chase for sensations.’ 

The story then gives a synopsis 
of the action and concludes: 

‘The fact that in this play the 
whole Soviet background is painted 
not without a certain sympathy and 
the whole fire of satire is directed 
against the life of the journalists 
who fill the columns of bourgeois 
papers with slanderous information 
about the U. S. 3. R. is not with- 
out some significance of the trend 
of public opinion in America.’ 


E. KINDERMANS DIES 


Brussels, Nov. 32. 








The Belgian theatre has lost one | 
of its most active workers in Ernest | 


who died in Brussels, 
aged M. Kindermans was 
rector of the Scala theatre, Ant- 
werp, and Luna theatre, Brussels. 


Kindermans, 


od. 


di- | 


There Goes the Bride 


(ENGLISH MADE) 
London, Oct. 28. 
Gainsborough-British Lion production, re- 
leased through Gaumont British. Produced 
on RCA recording at Beaconsfield studios, 


London. Stars Jessie Matthews, Owen 
Nares, In cast: Carol Goodner, Jerry 
Verno. Directed by Albert de Courville. 


Length, 7,134 feet. Running time, 85 mins. 
aoprox. Censor’s certificate ‘U.' Reviewed 
Tivoli press show, London, Oct. 3. 


Corking good picture for the 
English market, with odds on its 
succeeding as a good musical pro- 
grammer abroad. in its way one of 
the surest pieces of work done 
around London, confirming once 
again the recent conviction that the 
long vowel boys really are trying to 
make good pictures. 

Rates as a musical comedy, al- 
though there’s far more comedy 
with music. Story is an inconse- 
| quential thing about a girl who 











Borah as Understudy 





o 


Stockholm, Nov. 2. 

Americans present at the 
local performance of ‘Broad- 
way’ were amused at the sec- 
ond act scene where old copies 
of the New York ‘Herald 
Tribune’ were brought on to 
tell of the death of a gangster. 

Photo was pointed to and it 
was observed on closer notice 
that the front page mugg was 
none other than Senator Borah. 
It was all right with the audi- 
ence of Swedes. 





London Show World a 





| London, Nov. 6. 


also make a couple of pictures both 

London is smiling benevolently/i® English and Italian, which shg 
jupon O. O. MclIntyre’s ‘expose’ of speaks fluently. jamby is du in 
the Folies Bergere gyp in Paris. |New York early December, to m ike 
| Absolutely nothing new in it. Every |#Pppearance at the newly constructeg 


member of ‘Variety's’ American staff 
who visited the French capital set | 
it down in his ‘impressions’ or ‘ex- | 
| periences.’ 

Among other things, McIntyre! 
says when he wanted to buy front! 


|seats, the box office man referred 
|him to a booth across the street. | 
|Some years ago Jolo, over from}! 


| Variety’s London office, told how he | 








LONDON GETS 
2 FROM BWAY 





London, Novy. 14. 

‘Springtime for Henry’ at the 
Apollo had a divided reception 
despite the excellent acting of 
Ronald Squires and Nigel Bruce. 
Strong downstairs support is in- 


dicated, while the gallery lads won't 
think much of it. Looks like about 
a three-month run, 

‘Tonight or Never’ 
of York’s was cordially 
due mainly te an exceptional cast 
headed by Peggy Wood. 


Both plays were previously seen 
in New York. ‘Springtime, al- 
though written by an Englishman, 
Benn Levy, was producéd in Man- 
hattan last season and did nicely. 


at the Duke 
received, 


of two seasons ago was the final 
production of the late David 
Belasco. In New York it was done 
with Helen Gahagan and Gloria 
Swanson later made a film of it un- 
der the same title. 

‘Follow Me’ at the Westminster 
is a serious play by Tyrone Guthrie. 
It’s a modern paraphrase of ‘Sec- 
ond Advent,’ although it was prob- 
ably weakened through the censors 
refusing to allow the showing of 
Christ as a stage character. 

Many interesting and dignified 
scenes in the piece and all finely 
acted by the Glasgow Players. Ar- 
tistically a good play, but a weak 
commercial attraction, 


PARIS SHOW SHOPPING 


Paris, Nov. 5. 
Shopping by patrons for enter- 
tainment value isa locally resulting 
in an increase in the value of names 
suitable for star billing. This is in- 
stanced by Milton getting a run- 
of-the-play contract by the Isolas 
in ‘White Horse Inn,’ after opening 
with comparatively minor billing. 
Andre Bauge jacking up 40% or 
50% the receipts of ‘Nina Rosa,’ 
following the use of an understudy 
and the terrific drop of receipts at 
the Madeleine when Yvonne Prin- 
temps, currently reviving ‘Mozart,’ 
cannot appear there, are other ex- 
amples. 


Hevesi, Cleared, Quits 


Budapest, Nov. 1. 

Alexander Hevesi, manager of 
National theatre for 10 years, was 
pensioned off after he had been ac- 
cused in parliament of putting his 
own plays, adaptations and transla- 
tions too often on the repertory of 
the state-subsidized theatre, in 
order to pocket royalties in addition 
to his salary. 

Although investigation cleared 
Hevesi, he preferred to go on a pen- 
sion. His successor is La zlo Mar- 
kus, who has given up his job as 
stage director of the Royal Opera 
House to become manager of the 
state’s drama stage. 





getting her first big film is 
aces for the home growns. 

Miss Matthews landed on lIong- 
term with Gaumont British as a 


result. Small wonder. Owen Nares 


part, 





|} leaves home to avoid getting mar- | 
|} ried, meets a guy on the way to/ 

Paris, is mistaken for a thief, surges 
|} around in high society, and ends up| 


Te nstructed the latter to pro- by m: rrying the Jad in the train. i 
vide the public with - lemish opera, | ave a mene ee 1s ena v . 
operetta and revue at cheag rates Py - — erent pve porte kerri, 
and, ish ill; insisted on being ituati ps , ig sure fire! 
presen its opening only thres rol out, while the work of Jessie | 
weeks aga. iM hews, London stage favorite, 


opposite her better than usual. 

Most pleasing feature of th 
ture is its technical side. Art 
tion miles ahead of the imit 
clover stuff they used to do here. 
imagination and good lighting. De 
Courville has definitely made 
job of it. The picture looks good 
for 2 month in the West End 
least Chap 


ce 


BOOMS NAMES OF STARS: 


|} has gone to work for the Pittaluga, | 


was turned over to a ‘spec’ who| 
had a table in the lobby, and when | 
the mugg wanted to buy for a per- | 
formance two nights ahead, the) 
‘spec’ went into the box office to get | 
the ducats. Jolo stated at the time | 
it recalled the early days of Weber | 
and Fields at the old Imperial at) 
sroadway and Twenty-ninth Street} 
when Louis Cohen presided over a'! 
similar monopoly, 

What about Morris Gest's similar | 
graft at Hammerstein's Victoria | 
years later? 








London Smart, Too 
‘Variety's’ New York review of 
‘Rain’ mentions they laughed in the | 
wrong spots. Same thing occurred 
at the London trade show. 


Gamby’s First Visit 
Gambarelli, although born in Italy 
which she left at the age of six, is 
making her first trip here. She | 


Italy’s foremost theatrical and pic- 


ture concern. Besides appearing in 
their string of theatres, Gamby will 


SIX AMERICAN TURNS 








‘Tonight or Never,’ of the vintage | 


AT LONDON PALLADIUM 


London, Novy. 14. 


Six Americans on last week's 
Palladium bill, including Fred San- 
born and Stan Kavanaugh, held 
over from the week previous. 

Newcomers on the bill are the 
Hazel Mangean girls, doubling from 
the Savoy hotel cabaret, Tom 
Patricola, Max Gruber’s Oddities 
and the three Waltons. All of them 
did well, despite the fact that the 
Waltons had to open the show. 

Ewing Eaton is at the Pavilion 
and doing splendidly. Looks set for 
London. 


‘Who’s Whose’ to London 


Holly wood, Nov. 14. 

Maurice Browne will produce 
‘Who's Whose,’ a play by John, Fish 
Goodrich, Metro scenario writer, in | 
London, following script changes to | 
be made there. 

Play is a farce satire on the 
varied divorce laws of the several 
states in this country. Goodrich 
made no effort to get the play pro- 
duced in America. 


South Africa 


By H. HANSON 








Capetown, Oct. 12. 

Warm weather coming along, giv- 
ing hints of the summer. 

Rumor untrue that I. W. Schlesin- 
ger was going to England and 
States. He sent his nephew, Julian 
Schlesinger, in the Carnarvon Cas- 
tle on Oct. 7, on his behalf. 

Public sale of sound apparaius of 
Afritone Productions, Ltd., Cape 
Town, in liquidation, realized the 
ridiculous sum of £6. 

Another concern, styled the Real 
Art Film Co. (Pty), Ltd., is in the 
limelight, showing a Russian Soviet 
film, ‘Earth,’ at the City Hall, Jo- 
hannesburg, and advertised as 
awarded first prize (1930) by the 
U. S. A. National Council of Cine- 
mas. 

Mossel Bay, a seaside resort along 
the coast, recently advertised for a 
dance orchestra for the summer sea- 
son. Twenty-five orchestras put in 
applications, asking from £60 to 
£200 pounds monthly. Low tenders 
came from university students on 
vacation. 

Charles Raymond, appointed M- 
G-M manager for their palatial cin- 
ema theatre in Johannesburg, has 
arrived. 

There are no overseas attractions 
over here at the moment. 

Local artists in Capetown were 








e pic- | 
lirec- | 
ition | 


along smoothly} Photography swell, with a lot of | 


a swell | 


at} 


sore through town council engaging 
a concert party from England for 
the pier pavilions during the sum- | 
mer season and ignoring local tal-|} 
ent. Contend that sufficient good} 
material available to form a good} 
show. Municipal authorities reply 
that talent here not strong enough | 
to hold the public, while an oversea 
combination carrying a reputation}; 
brings in the shekels. According toa| 
information previous concert par-| 
brought over have been on the 
the balance sheet, 


ties 


wrone side of 


| reason, 


| which they expect to run the * 


RKO-Roxy theatre, 





S. O. Plans 

Stated unofficially but circumstan.« 
tially to ‘Variety’ that the London 
picture houses are arranging tg open 
Sunday afternoons at three o'clock 
instead of six. As a sop to the ob- 
jectors the film house proprietors 
(so goes the tale) have definitely 
promised to allocate 10 percent of 
the receipts to charity. At present 
the charitable contributions vary. 





Cyril Maude’s Return 
‘Once a Husband,’ produced at the 
Haymarket Oct. 26, marked the re- 
turn to the stage of Cyril Maude 
and for this alone, if for no other 
a visit to the show was 
worth while. He gave one of his in- 
imitable performances of a crusty 
old man. 3ut the piece is an un- 
original comedy. It contains some 
clever dialog and is very Classily 
acted not only by Maude, but Fay 
Compton, Owen Nares and Jane 
Baxter. 
Mark Swan’s Farce 
Mark Swan's old face ‘She Walked 
in Her Sleep,’ adapted for the Eng- 
lish stage and retitled ‘My Hat,’ had 


its premiere at the New theatre 
Oct. 27, It’s demise is not far dis- 
tant. 





New Millar Play 

Robins Millar, the Scottish jour- 
nalist who wrote “Thunder in thé 
Air,’ a spiritualistic war play, has 
just completed ‘The Iron Duke,’ a 
play on the life of the Duke of Wel- 
lington, which Matheson Lang will 
stage early next year. 


New at Palladium 


Newcomers at the Palladium this 
week are Stan Kavanagh, and Rich- 
ard Haydn and Eric Anderson. = 

Former, although an Englishman, 
is an American standard act. 
Opened rather slowly, due to most 
of his patter having preceded him. 
But when he got into his juggling 
and comedy he woke them up. 

Haydn and Anderson, the second 
act pieked by the Palladium from 
the Windmill, the nursery for new 
talent, burlesque old-time English 
songs, accentuated by one of the 
men wearing ludicrous femme at- 
tire, is an excellent idea, but was 
rather lost in this massive theatre. 
Act would make an impression in 
any West End revue, where there 
would be more intimacy. 

Program as a whole, despite such 
names as Paul Robeson (holdover), 
Fred Sanborn (holdover), and Flan- 
agan and Alen, in one of their many 


|returns, proved lacking ‘snap’ gen- 


erally found in Palladium bills. 


Lonsdale’s Comedy 

One of the most fashionable audi- 
ences in years attended the first 
night of Frederick Lonsdale’s new 
comedy, ‘Never Come Back,’ at the 
Phoenix. 

Play was well received by the 
faithful, largely as a result of first- 
class trouping by a fine cast, in 
which Raymond Massey, Nora Swin- 
burne and Ellis Jeffries stood out. 

There should be a_ reasonable 
three months in the show. 


Gay Gordon’s Permit 

F. A. Lumley, who controls sev- 
eral entertainment places in Scot- 
land, is here conferring with the 
Ministry of Labor regarding a per- 
mit for the Gay Gordons, at pres- 
ent playing America. 

Act is standard here, known as 
the Sutcliffe Family, and is booked 
to open December 12 at the Glas- 
gow Pavilion. Difficulty in getting 
them over is due to one of the com- 
pany being an American. 


SWEDISH THEATRE BIDS 
FOR AMERICAN PLAYS 


Stockholm, Novy. 2. 
Three local theatres are bidding 
for the rights to ‘Clear All Wires’ 
from New York and ‘Never Come 


Back’ and ‘For Services Rendered,’ 
the new Lonsdale and Maugham 
successes in London. 

Royal Dramatik is interested im 
Rachel Crothers’ ‘When Ladies 
Meet’ and if found to be suitable 
for local adaptation will buy the 
rights. 

The Komedi theatre has bought 
the rights to ‘Strictly Dishonorable’ 
but unable to find anybody to 
play the original Tullio Carminati 
role. They are trying to get Karl 
Gerhardt between his revues Dut 
would like to have Nils Astl 

After three successful 
with ‘I'he Desert Song,’ the 
Teater is following with 
Musketeers,’ the Ziegfeld 
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allow the additional 


object for contemplated reform is 
the practice, 

’ charging an extra fee for electrical 
' transcriptions (radio discs) as dis- 
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7, Cash Rebate to Agencies May | 
Up at 


Come 


Chicago, Nov. 14. 
Some fireworks and a number of 
fairly important proposals affecting 
the business end of broadcasting are 
anticipated by the Chicago delega- 


tion to the National Association of 
Broadcasters convention which 
starts today (Monday) in St. Louis. 
Fireworks may come through the 
feeling of many radio men that the 
industry should answer the numer- 
ous newspaper raps against radio. 

Retaliation, if getting as far as 
discussion on the floor through de- 
bate on resolutions would probably 
make a flat assertion that radio is 
stealing newspaper thunder because 
of inate superiority as a publicity 
medium. Radio idea is that chau- 
yinistic publishers are blindly try- 
ing to apply brakes to the wheels 
of progress. However, this propa- 
ganda aspect may be soft pedaled 
by the convention. 

“Last year in the Detroit conven- 
tion the Four A’s asked radio sta- 
tions to appoint exclusive repre- 
gentatives instead of doing business 
with time brokers generally. Since 
then it is significant that about 40 
major stations around the country 
have ‘exclusive’ representation in 
Chicago alone and probably _the 
number so represented in New York 
at present is much greater. Four 
A’s officially or unofficially exercise 
much influence over the N. A. B. 
since they voice the sentiment of 
the advertising agencies with whom 
cordial relations are a first rule. 

Rebate for Cash 

Four A’s is anxious to have a 
uniform plan of payment whereby 
individual stations will allow them 
the usual 2% for 10 days. This 
would run into hundreds of thous- 
ands of dollars over a year and is 
a source of additional commission 
revenue that all the agencies fondly 
hope for. Only a few stations now 

2% percent. 
Another item that is a possible 
of 


still widespread, 


tinct from the actual cost of local 
time. For instance WBBM, Chi- 
cago, makes a 20% surcharge above 
its rates when a disc program is 
used. KHJ, Los Angeles, adds 
100%, or double, the local time rate 
after six v.m. on waxed programs. 


Unfair 


Agencies feel that this is a form 
of discrimination against adver- 
tisers who wanting to concentrate 
their campaigns in certain areas in- 
gtead of using the networks are 
unfairly penalized. An effort to ob- 
tain a uniform rate with no sur- 
charges for discs is likely. 

Since there is little or no unani- 
mity among agencies on whether or 
no an advertising agency should as- 
sess a commission against talent, 
this problem is not expected to come 
up. 

N. A. B. cen only speak for itself 
and while its influence is consid- 
erable its decisions are in no sense 
conclusive or binding upon. the 
broadcasting industry as a whole. 
Many stations are not affiliated. 
Several states, such as Alabama, 
are without membership in N. A. B. 





} 





CBS MIKE INSIGNIA 
STOLEN—AT NBC, CHI! 





Chicago, Nov. 14. 


For the last minute pick-ups of | 
the Republiéan commentators the | 
day before the election Columbia 
was invited to install its micro- 
phones in NBC studios here. This} 
was done for convenience of all! 


concerned. 
While their equipment was in the| 
heart of the enemy's fortress some- | 
body detached the mother-of-pearl | 
backing of the Columbia ‘special 
eecasion’ microphone and stole it. 





2d Coast 50,000-Watter 

San Francisco, Nov. 14. 
KPO network of NBC goes to! 
60,060 watts on its new transmitter 
late in April. Construction started 
On transmitter this week on ground | 
recently by NBC 
four Relmont in 


purchased about | 
miles from 
Mateo county. 

kK FI, also NBC, is the only othe. | 
watter on Coast. i 


an 


| 
i 


the 


| series 


i 


NAB. Convention 


HOWARDS VICE PRICE | 


Chase & Sanborn Tea eee ee 
Nets and Talent 





Chase & Sanborn Tea shifts from 
CBS to NBC when the current con- 
tract runs out Jan, 2. With the 
change of networks, Georgie Price 
will be replaced by Willie and 
Eugene Howard, now working for 
the same outfit, Standard Brands, 
on the Royal Gelatine show. 

Price will most likely be taken 





care of on one of the other Stand- 
ard Brand sessions. 


Chi's Stations 
Scooped Nets 
Gabby Experts 


Chicago, Nov. 14. | 
If Chicago may be accepted as | 
typical the local radio stations of 
the country, broadcasting election 
returns with one or two announcers 
in relays picking off A.P. flashes. 
were doing a much better job than 
the two networks. In Chicago sev- 
eral stations on their own initiative 
were scooping the networks by as 
much as 15 minutes on various im- 
portant news bulletins. 
Explanation is that the loca) sta- 
tions were confining themselves to 
reporting news as news. Both NBC 
and CBS, and especially NBC, were 
knee-deep in political analysis and 
experts who spent so much time ex- 
plaining the self-explanatory reports 








that the networks consistently fell 
behind and. were scooped by stations 
that had the same news source to 

draw upon as did the network. 
NBC affiliated stations like 
WMAQ, KYW, and WENR on sev- 
eral points broadcast bulletins only 
to become part of the hook-up a/ 
few minutes later and have New | 
York repeat the same items. WBBM | 
and WGN were likewise tending to | 
get their stuff in well ahead of their 
j 


Columbia pick-ups. 
| 





RESTRICTS AIR TALENT 


Toronto, Noy. 14. 

Just when Canadian radio talent 
has secured a fairly firm hold on 
the advertising appropriations of 
major manufacturers, nationaliza- 
tion of broadcasting and the ap- 
pointment of a federal radio com- 
mission to supervise al] ether pro- 
grams may sound the death-knell 
of their hopes. 

A meeting here of 200 advertising 
men from all parts of Canada was 
told that the nationalization of ra- 
dio presented problems which, to 
date, had no _ solution. The _ so- 


| Republicans at 





called ‘spot announcement’ may be 
banned from the air by the newly- | 
appointed commission and will set | 
back the advertiser and his agency | 
who have been using ‘spots’ effec- | 
tively as a section of their adver- | 


| tising plan, 


Another problem is the proposed 


1/5 limit on advertising time. When | 
| one considers that 5% of a 15-min- | 


ute program leaves only 40 seconds | 
for advertising, the problem be-| 
comes acute. Not much can be 
said in 40 seconds to sell goods. 
Consequently, advertising agencies | 
must invent means of making the | 
whole program do the selling, while | 
keeping. the actual advertising’ 
within the legislative limit. 

Any initiative that is being un- 
dertaken to offset this predicament | 
is wholly on the part of the adver- 
tisers and their agencies. Radio 
artists approached express ignor-| 
ance of the coming measure and 
show reluctance to cope with an)| 
eventuality that may take away} 
their means of livelihood. 





Airing the Oil 
San Francisco, 
Melody Time’ 
Wednesday 
Nasal 


Nov. 

hits 

(16), as 
Oil. 


14. 
‘Arzen the | 
waves 
for Arzen 

Walter Beban's i 
Ben Klassen, tenor, are doing the 
program, 


orchestra 


| the Columbia network. 


| ‘eastern cold’ which she caught as 


i, ©oni) 





Doubling Up 





Chicago, Nov. 14. 

Without alleging anything 
more serious than coincidence, 
radio comedians are listening 
to each other with much care 
these days. Gag competition 
has become so keen that apart 
from any possibility of plagi- 
arism it’s a question of avoid- 
ing the other fellow’s gags. 
Comics are of the opinion that 
it’s too dangarous to follow 
anybody with the same jokes. 
It quickly gives a reputation 
for using old stuff even though 
it may be no older than half 
an hour. 

This care in avoiding ma- 
terial that has been used is 
making it tougher for those 
authors who sell the same gags 
to several people or slip across 
as original something they've 
heard elsewhere. Comics have 
been killing gags a few minutes 
before broadcast time when 
discovering that well known 
comics have used the same ones 
ahead of them. 

Recently the gag ‘I've got a 
verbal agreement but it’s not 
worth the paper it’s written on’ 
was used on three network 
programs all with prominent 
comics and close enough to be 
noted. As it happened the 
comedian with the best repu- 
tation used it last. 


VICK RESULTS 
PHOBIA RADIO 
CURSE 


Chicago, 14. 


With the elections over brvuad- 
casting people here hope that one 
aspect of an abnormal autumn has 
finally been disposed of. Although 
one or two agencies with ardent 
their head were 
making dire predictions of what 
would happen to advertising if 














Nov. 


| Hoover was defeated majority of 


the agency men were strictly im- 
partial feeling that either way was 
okay. 

There still remains one outstand- 
ing fact. Advertisers are looking 


| twice and thinking three times be- 


‘CANADIAN RADIO COMM. 


fore they leap into the radio pond 
This has been true since August 
Never has there been so much ‘in- 
terest’ coupled with such reluctance 
to sign. 

Practically all advertisers now in- 
sist upon two week cancellation 
clauses in radio contracts. Some 
try to get the privilege of cancella- 
tion without giving any notice at 
all. This is all part of the quick 
results attitude of advertisers. Hard 
times and tight money make cor- 
porations super-Missourian in their 
viewpoint. Former willingness to 
patiently give a radfo program a 
full 13-week ‘trial’ is displaced with 
a determination that radio expend- 
itures must demonstrably increase 
sales within three or four weeks. 

In this atmosphere of extreme 


| suspiciousness and with dozens of 


skeptics to be won over on almost 
any project closing a contract this 
all has been a nerve-destroying oc- 
cupation. Timidity, hesitation, in- 
creasing parsimony of agencies 
and clients has given the radioites 
high blood pressure. 

Hence the hope that the political 
turmoil being over a little of the 
tension has been relaxed. 





BARNSDALL’S 2D TRY 
Chicago, Nov. 14. 
Barnsdall Musical Memories, 
originating in Omaha may again hit 
Last year 
the program was suspended. At 
that time it was generally thought 


| pannings had killed the Omaha pro- 


gram. 
Notwithstanding, reports of an 
impending revival suggest a carbon 


copy of last year. 





Margaret Young’s ‘Eastern Cold’ 
Margaret Young is nursing an 


prior 
the 


soon as she left California, 
essaying a comeback for 
radio. 

Miss 


to 


Young (Mrs. Charlie Mos- 
was a standard single and | 
a best seller on the Brunswick | 


disks. 








CBS Guaranteeing $750 for Sus- 
taining ‘in Case’ 


Just before leaving for the Coast 
Ted Collins, Kate Smith's manager, 
tied the warbler up with the CBS 
Artists Service on a two-year ex- 
tension of her present contract 
which had several months to go. 

New convenant guarantees her 
an income of $750 a week as a sus- 
taining feature in the event any- 
thing happens to the LaPalina con- 
tact. Sustaining figure is the high- 
est assured any pop vocalist on 
either of the networks at the pres- 
ent time. 


Politics Jazzed 


Chains Chances 
For Gains in Oct. 








Gross receipts from time sales 
took another dip on both NBC and 
Columbia in October, making it the 
fourth consecutive months that the 
chains have slid under last year’s 
levels. Pressure from the political 
finger played an important part in 
the relatively poor showing of the 
past month. Rather than subject 
their programs to the exigencies of 





the campaign broadcast, a number 
of commercials postponed their 
starting dates until after the elec- 
tions. 

In comparing the billings of last 
month with those of October, 1932, 
the CBS loss exceeds that of NBC, 
but when it comes to showing a 
gain for the first 10 months of the 
year, CSS takes the lead. Up to 
Nov. 1 the CBS edge over 1931 was 
11%, while the NBC advance had 
been cut down to 9.9%. 

Columbia’s gross for last month 
amounted to $972,358, as compared 
to the $1,099,717 taken in the same 
month the year before. Difference 
here is a minus 11.6%. Previous 
month tolled off $1,064,059 in facility 
sales for the red network (WEAF) 
and $900,772 for the basic blue 
(WJZ). Respective totals for Oc- 
tober, 1931, were $1,188,836 and $990,- 
614. For the chain as a whole the 
setback for the past month came to 
11%. 

On the first 10 months of the cur- 
rent annum Columbia can still show 
a hefty gain for the like 1931 period. 
It’s gross at the end of October 
reached $10,490,761, as compared to 
the 1931 tally of $9,450,685, or a gain 
of 11%. Gross derived by NBC up 
to Nov. 1 of this year for both the 
basic blue and red tabulates $22,- 
550,628, contrasted with last year’s 
total of $20,510,477 the margin gives 
the network 9.9% to the good. 

Regardless of the clip in gross 
revenue for the month of October, 
Columbia, in particular, will show 
a juicier net profit on the final com- 
parison. Though down 11.6% on the 
receipts the chain has an operating 
expense around 20% lower than that 
of a year ago. 





KMPC Squaring Self 
For Anti-Semitic Talk 


Los Angeles, Nov. 14. 

KMPC will donate a half hour 
every month to the B'nai B’rith 
lodge to be used as a goodwill pro- 
gram. Initial period will be on to- 
morrow (15) night. 

Station is taking this means of 
making up for anti-Semitic attacks 
broadcast during the primary cam- 
paign by a politician, who was re- 
moved from the air after station 
officials caught the drift of his re- 
marks. 


Air Plug for ‘Kid’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 








$875,000 for NBC-CBS from Major 
Party Spiels—G.0.P. Spent $555,000 


KATE SMITH’S NEW DEAL | 


Two national networks came out 


of the presidential campaign with 
around $875,000 gross from the Re- 
publican and Democratic parties. 
In the election of 1928 the major 
political parties between them 


spent a total of $798,321 on radio. 

Aside from the gravy angle, the 
networks claim that the last cam- 
paign served to benefit the broad- 
casting business in two ways. First, 
it built up a sustained, night-after- 
night audience, and, secondly, it es- 
tablished radio as the most effec- 
tive medium for modern 
eering. 

Both Republicans and Democrats 
spent at least 75% over what they 
had originally intended for radio. 
It was during the last three weeks 
of the party 
strategists went reckless the 


war funds. Campaign committees 
started off carefully, picking their 
time and stations and demanding 
all they could get for little money. 
But toward the end all this caution 
was thrown to the winds, and or- 
ders came piling into the networks 
for all sorts of clockings and sta- 
tion hookups regardless of cost. 


Socialists’ Half Hour 

After the campaign got going the 
networks found themselves faced 
with considerable opposition from 
advertisers when it came to allot- 
ting their air time to political 
speakers. In a number of instances 
there were threats of cancellation. 
Most of the accounts objected to 
the phrasing of the commercial 


courtesies that preceded the poli- 
tical broadcasts and which gave 
them credit for ceding the time. To 
avoid making it appear that they 
were in any way partisan some ad- 
vertisers demanded that the cour- 
tesy announcements read, ‘At the 
request of the National Broadcast- 
ing Company so-and-so has relin- 


election- 


campaign that the 


with 








quished its period to the party.’ 

During the initial period of the 
campaign the networks failed to 
take into consideration the overlap- 
ping of political speeches into 
scheduled commercial sessions; and 
the chains found themselves making 
heavy reimbursement to accounts 
for talent. This cost NBC about 
$80,000 and CBS $30,000. 

CBS has the Democrats billed for 
$167,171 for a total of 26 broadcasts, 
aggregating 17% hours. Repub- 
licans bought from CBS 29 broad- 
casts, taking up 18% hours, and 
expended $194,624. Socialists took 
two quarters from CBS and laid 
down $6,380. Columbia’s gross in- 
come from the three parties totaled 
$386,175. 








DURANTE IN AIR OFFER 
ASKING $4,000 A WEEK 


An air offer for Jimmy Durante 
is being negotiated through the co- 
median’s personal representative, 
Jack Harvey, and a metropolitan 
advertising agency. Harvey is now 
in New York. 

Following an inter-office audition 
reported over Columbia and coming 
from the Coast, queries were sent 
out by the agency. Durante is re- 
quested to name salaries for four 
optional periods of 13 weeks each. 
Harvey was reported to have named 
the Durante figure at $4,000 weekly 
for the first 13 weeks. 

The whole thing hangs at pres- 
ent. 








3d Pepsodent Program? 





Chicago, Nov. 14. 
Pepsodent toothpaste in limiting 
its two programs, Amos’n’Andy and 
five 





Tieing up with CBS, ‘Kid From ]|‘Rise of the Goldbergs’ to 
Spain’ musie and members of cast; nights a week instead of six is 
will be introduced Saturday night | omgne to be readying for a third 
(19), over the national network at | program, a Sunday show, 

9:30 in conjunction with the Stan-| Over six months ago Bill Hay, 
ley Smith orchestra from the Bilt- | announce r, Was reported a possi- 
more hotel. bility for a bible-reading Sunday 

Cast and staff will appear at the | program. It is now believed that 


Garden room of the hotel that night 
as a pre-premiere plug. 


ithe 


Pepsodent has decided to sidestep 


controversial angle. 


religious 
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“Peter Arno fg now the moving 
spirit of a new Saturday night sup~- 
per club at the Pierre hotel, where 
the original Pierrette started (it's 
now at the Waldorf), and Charlie 
Journal has the Sherry’a Saturday 
Supper Dances getting under way 
Oct. 22 at Sherry's? 

In addition the Central Park Ca- 
sino started a Sunday nite series of 
supper dansants to an inclusive 
$7 50-per-hoad fee this past week- 
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AIR LINE NEWS 


By Nellie Revell 





Roxy’s first start in show business was in the back room of his father- 
in-law’s saloon in the coal fields of Pennsylvania. He rénted a motion 
picture machine and borrowed a sheet from his mother-in-law which 
he used as a screen. He borrowed the chairs from a neighboring un- 
dertaker. And when there was a funeral, Roxy could not give a show. 
Thus assuring the deceased of at least one mourner! 

According to a prenuptial arrangement, the Morton Downey heir will 
be baptized and raised in the Catholic faith. All of the Bennett family 
are Protestants. 

Lucky Strike is planning to put Irene Castle, Arthur Murray, Tom 
Howard and Round-the-Towners on Columbia and are waiting to clear 
time for @ cross-country hook-up simultaneous with their program on 
NBC, 

The Jocur Hairwaving program on WABC Sunday, although a com- 
mercial, the guest artists work gratis on speculation of future work for 
sound studios. Gus Haenschen and his orchestra, however, are paid. 

No wonder the Tel and Tel stock stays above par, for Mrs. Paul 
Whiteman is in California and she and Paul keep the telephone oper- 
ators busy. She will return in time to supervise Paul’s Thanksgiving 
diet. * 

Frank Luther, who was once a singing evangelist in California, and 
Scrappy Lambert, are being taken off the Royal Vagabond program, 
but Ward Wilson, the Howard Bros., and the orchestra remain. 

Teonard Lewis, concert and operatic baritone who holds a contract 
with the Montreal Opera Company for next season, is hiding under the | 
nom de plume of ‘Beau Balladier’ on WEAF. 

John Steele’s Nom-de-Air 

John Steele (who popularized Irving Berlin’s song, ‘What’ll I Do?” 
in the ‘24 Music Box Revue’) is singing on WLWL under the name of 
Donald Raymond, He wants to get radio experience. 

Wendall Hall, ‘the red-headed music maker,’ former. headliner on the 
Majestic and Shell hours in Chicago, is now sustaining on a small local 
station there. Just a year ago Hall refused $300 a week to go to Detroit. 
He was holding out for $500. 

Edward Klauber, executive v. p. of Columbia, is back hard at work 
after his six weeks’ European trip. Klauber is a nephew of Adolph 
Klauber, erstwhile dramatic critic of the N. Y. ‘Times,’ who is now 
convalescing at his home in Louisville after a serious breakdown. 

According to the representative authorized by James J. Walker to 
offer him to radio, the largest offer he had received up to going to press 
was $2,500, Walker furnishing his own script. The offer came the day 
before Walker sailed. ' 

WLW in Cincinnati is combing New York for talent. Billy Dauscha, 
the melody maid of Manhattan, who's been on WINS for three years, 
was drafted by them the other day and has left for Cincinnati. 


Grofe’s Commercial 

Ferde Grofe will direct a lucrative commercial broadcast before Yule- 
tide shopping time. And Mildred Grizzelle, the first Mrs. Grofe is now 
the wife of Jeno Bartell, who conducts the Hotel George Washington 
orchestra and is heard over WOR. 

Ernest Hutcheson, concert pianist, has his own piano under lock and 
key at Columbia which he changes every three months because of the 
dry air in the studio. (Then he shouldn't play dry airs.) 

Herman Schaad, formerly of the NBC Artists Service, and now a 
personal representative, had Benny Rubin and Russ Columbo and his 
orchestra up for audition at Columbia last week, with Russ doing straight 
for Benny. This may in a measure reconcile Columbo's spurning the 
Riviera program which would have meant a juicy commission for WABC. 

Now that the Goldbergs are only on five nights a week, Art Daly, their 
production manager (he’s mine too) gets a lot of golfiag in on Saturdays 
and Sundays. The sponsors using the money saved on the Saturday 
night program to put on five midnight shows each week which reaches 
the coast. This is the first time the Goldbergs have gone past the 
Rocky Mountains. 

Welcome Lewis has returned from a vaudeville tour and is preening 
her plumage for the new commercial which Santa Claus will bring her. 
And that engagement of Welcome to Burt McMurtrie, Columbia manager, 
Was a great space-stealer, for Burt and Welcome have no intention of 
getting married, at least to each other. 

The five Messmer Brothers have resumed broadcasting over WOR. 
They are real brothers and during the past eight years they played 
practically every broadcasting station in the Metropolitan district. And 
if you want a real laugh, you should see them and their 20 instruments 
pile out of a five-passenger sedan in front of a studio. It looks like a 
film comedy gag car. 

The Stork Club 

That cymbal-crashing MacDonald of the Paul Whiteman Rhythm 
Boys. Don’t know what they’ll call the baby. But since ‘Mississippi 
Mud’ was made famous by her husband, Mrs. MacDonald has already 
been nicknamed Mississippi, Mudder. 

Leslie Joy, NBC audition manager, has put the stork on a sustaining 
program. 

And wait a minute, before we get off the subject, Mrs. Chester Hazlett, 
whose husband saxes for Paul Whiteman, is also knitting little pink 
Sweaters. 

Short Shots 

Frank Mason, NBC’s v. p. in charge of press, left for Washington and 
points south on a good will tour...Leo Rosotto will be Radio City’s 
concert master...Harry Neville of the Radio Guild, has seven boils on 
his head and forehead, and is he sore!...Mildred Bailey is slated for a 
couple of those Vallee-Fleischman commercials...The greatest request 
for passes at Columbia are for Fred Allen’s Bathtub Club on Sunday 
evenings...I thought Saturday night was bath night!...May Singhi 
Breen has lost 27 pounds—and I found them...No reward-...Thelma 
Nielson, model for cigaret ads, and Al Dary, of the Rhythm Boys (Paul 
Whiteman), will answer ‘I Do’ in March...Mabel Zoeckler, well known 
on radio, drew columns of praise from the music critics of the dailies 
on her Town Hall recital last week...Walter Bishop, of Jacques Belsers’ 
Pianists, joined the Diaper Dan club last week...It’s a girl!... 

‘Dancing With Love,’ by Sally Silverman, will have its first airing 
Tuesday evening on WOR...Claire Stetson Russotto, contralto, replaced 
May Sprintz as WINS Lullaby Lady...Whatever happened to Con 
Conrad’s much-ballyhooed tenor, Bob Royee?...Well, for that matter, 
Whatever happened to Con Conrad!...A complete change in the sym- 
Phonic orchestra department at Columbia is in the cards!...In the event 
that Woodbury switches to NBC as planned, Morton Downey will still 
have to pay commissions to Columbia as he is under contract there for 
two years!...Vaughn de Leath and her husband, Livingstone Geer, the 
painter, no longer use the same night key, and Vaughn is being towed 
around by Bob Koller...Franklin Owens has left the sales department 
of NBC and has joined an advertising agency...Col. Stoopnagle and 
Budd going to Detroit this week to talk with salesmen of Pontiac, figur- 
ing that they’ll be salesmen themselves and want to get the right view- 
point...Sam Pickard, Columbia exec., has gone south for a vacation... 
Jim Post has left the sales department of NBC and Ted Allen is the new 
service manager of that air factory...Katherine Parsons, Columbia's 
Girl O’ Yesterday, is the wife of George Clark, city editor of the ‘Daily 
Mirror’...Kate Smith, who has been pulling the moon over the moun- 
tains for two years, got her first glimpse of a rea] mountain last Sunday 
When she passed Mt. Shasta on her way to California...One of New 


Columbo Wants to Bow | 


Out of NBC Contract; 


Russ Columbo is trying to get a | 
release from his NBC Artists Serv- 
ice contract which has another year | 
to go. Network can’t make up its) 
mind whether to consent to the re- | 
quest or hold him to the remainder 
of the term. 

Warbler-bandman wants to be 
free to make his own commercial | 
contacts for an ether contract and! 
at the same time go under the man- 
agement of an indie booking office 
that has approached him. Throuzh 
pretty consistent theatre bookings 
the network has managed to keep 
itself within the income guarantee 
figures in the Columbo contract. 


$1,500,000 FOR 
COAST NBC 
TALENT 


San Francisco, Nov. 14. 

NBC on the Coast will spend a 
cool million on sustaining talent 
and orchestras for 1933, according 
to Don Gilman, western manager. 
In addition the '33 budget will con- 
tain another $500,000 for talent on 
sponsored programs on the two 
Coast NBC networks. 

Expenditure isn’t far below that 
of the New York and Chicago stu- 
dios of NBC and nearly as high as 
CBS in New York. NBC maintains 
a high level on its daylight sched- 
ule, going in extensively for orches- 
tras and other expensive artistry 
during that period. 

Million and a half talent expendi- 
ture is just half of the approximate 
annual gross out here, 


Truce in Coast Bread 
War Dooms Bakeries’ 
Big Vaude Broadcasts 


Los Angeles, Nov. 14. 

Indications are there’ll be no more 
of those mammoth vaude-broad- 
casting shows that have irked the- 
atre men, as a result of a truce in 
the local bread war, with the ending 
of which is an agreement between 
the baking concerns that no more 
premiums will be given with pur- 
chases. ; 

Ending of the bread war will af- 
fect mostly the Franco-American 
baking company which staged the 
two 7,000-audience shows at the 
Shrine auditorium on _ successive 
Sunday nights over KFWB, ad- 
mittance to which was 20 wrappers 
from bread. Previously a similar 
scheme had been worked for admis- 
sion to the Warner studios to see 
and hear the weekly Franco broad- 
casts, dubbed ‘Hi-Jinks.’ 

Truce was called when rival con- 
cerns admitted that the radio-vaude 
show topped all skirmishes of the 
past several months that had in- 
cluded giving a loaf away for every 
purchase of another loaf; the give 
away of biscuits, cakes and other 
bakery products, all in a price-cut- 
ting war similar to the gasoline 
wars of the Coast. ° 

Bread war has been a bonanza 
for the local radio stations, with 
virtually every one of the baking 
companies using time. Some sta- 
tions got as many as five accounts 
from as many rival companies, all 
using some type of giveaway as a 
come-on. 




















Fur Co.’s 13 


Canadian Fur Trappers has 
signed for a string of 13 stations 
on the NBC-WEAF link, with Dec. 
5 the tentative starting date for a 
weekly show. Nick Kenny, N. Y. 
‘Mirror’ radio columnist, will do the 
m.c.’ing, with a different name out 
of vaude or musical comedy in- 
serted in the bill each week. Con- 
tract for time stipulated a minimum 
of 13 weeks. 

Program’s regular coterie of en- 
tertainers will consist of John 
Fogarty, Pearl Osgood and a 10- 
piece band. Sophie Tucker has 
been booked for guesting on the 
debut session. 


Inside Stufl—Radio 


Popularity contest now being promoted by the Bosch radio set makers 


has a number of ether names out doing their own electioneering. Some 
of them have induced their commercials to lend a helping mitt, with 
the result that those who are backed by chain store outfits look set to 
reap a whirlwind of ballots. 

After the directors of the poll announced that Jessica Dragonette was 
leading the femme warbler class, Ted Collins, Kate Smith's manager, 
got busy and wired a flock of war veterans, firemen’'s, ladies’ aid, and 


whatnot organizations to dig in on the balloting and do the right thing 
by their ether favorite. That move swamped Bosch with thousands of 
votes, 

Frank Parker prevailed upon his paycheck signature, the A. & P. 
stores, to send out ballots in his behalf, and when contest’s toll the 
week ending Nov. 5 was taken he was around 30,000 in the lead. 

Poll winds up Dec. 4 and will present a gold cup te winner in the an- 
nouncer, comedian, dramatic actor, instrumentalist, orchestra leader, 
singer and general performer classifications. 





With Amos ‘'n’ Andy and the ‘Goldbergs’ cut down to five nights a 
week, there isn’t a single commercial act intended for adult appeal on 
either NBC or Columbia doing a six evening a week stint. Even those 
coming within the five night a week category have been dwindling 
appreciably the past few months. 

Only act on CBS clocked for every night but Sunday is the ‘Skippy’ 
serial, chiefly compounded for juvenile consumption. Of five-time listing 
on this same chain Wrigley’s ‘Myrt and Marge’ affair furnishes the lone 
evening survivor. , 

On NBC the remaining five-a-weekers are split between three adult 
and two kid shows. These constitute Sunoco’s Lowell Thomas, Oval- 
tine’s ‘Orphan Annie,’ Listerine’s ‘Country Doctor,’ Stanco’s ‘Johnny 
Hart in Hollywood’ and Kelloge’s ‘Singing Lady.’ 

Outside of ‘Skippy’ there are only two commercials supporting six 
night periods a week on a chain but neither of the pair use the same 
people throughout the six broadcasts. They are Pepsodent, now using 
the Fields and Hall team to replace Amos ‘n’ Andy Saturday nights, 
and Chesterfield on CBS, which splits the week’s warbling assignment 
among the Boswell Sisters, Street Singer and Ruth Etting. 





‘Ace,’ former dramatic critic of the Kansas City ‘Journal-Post’ and 
now co-star with his wife, on the ‘Easy Aces’ series over the CBE, com- 
municates with radio columnists who favorably comment on his air 
feature, offering to send an occasional gag for their department. ‘Ace’ 
tells the radio critics that during the 12 years he was columning a letter 
of praise seldom came his way from readers, but that if he did any pan- 
ning. there was a deluge. The offer to send gags is frankly stated to be 
one of reciprocity. ‘Ace’s’ letter is sent from the Hotel Ambassador, 
Chicago. £ 

Interest in getting a squint behind the studio scenes hasn't waned 
any, judging from the results of NBC’s clocking during October. Month 
had 14,495 visitors to the studios at 711 Fifth avenue and 14,351 on hand 
to watch the broadcasts at the network’s Times Square studios. Com- 
pared to September it was a jump of 2,438 for the Fifth avenue layout 
and 1,152 for the ex-roof garden atop the Amsterdam theatre. 

Chain also clocked the artist personnel at these two places last month 
and found that a total of 2,438 did their stint before a 711 mike, while 
1,152 others did their broadcasting out of the Times Square studio. 








. 
Four Marx Brothers’ contract with Standard Oil of N. J. makes the 
comedy team the highest paid act on the air coming from the stage. 





Their salary figures at $6,500 a broadcast, with extra coin for the script 
used in the program. 

Other stage acts rating in the big money as ether attractions are Al 
Jolson, $5,000 net for himself and extra coin for his scripts and musical 
director; Ed Wynn, $5,000 a week for his own performance, and Eddie 
Cantor, $3,000 per show for his work before the mike and $500 extra te 
cover script costs. 


Ted Lioyd, a keyhole commentator on radio and Broadway personali- 
ties, who is syndicated weekiy under the caption ‘Air-ialto,’ recently 
remarked in his column that a certain booker of bands might better 
return to his wife and child who was ill. Shortly afterwards Lloyd 
took a severe beating from two unknown tough guys. 

However, the booker returned to his home and the kid recovered. The 
columnist said the kick he got out of that result about evened up for 
the rough stuff and he isn’t sore about taking it. 





Japanese nation got an earful of what President-elect Roosevelt had 
to say the day after the count as the result of the enterprising move 
made by its broadcasting system, JOAK. Jap chain radioed M. H. 
Aylesworth Wednesday (9) to kindly let it know immediately when the 
U. S. new chief executive was scheduled to make his first broadcast as 
such so that the Nipponese service could pick it up and rebroadcast it. 
Time. flash reached the Orient in ample time to clear the Jap airlanes 


for the message. 

















Radio columnists are commenting on Rudy Valiee, who often has taken 
leader said, ‘This song is sung in that photoplay indictment of all of 
us who sing songs softly.’ Radio writers hopped on the phrase ‘all 

Los Angeles, Nov. 14. 

Recently getting an okay to go 
Federal Radio Commission for per- 
mission to broadcast on a frequenc Columbia has renewed its time- 

4 y buying arrangement with WGN, the 
ee edgy Ee xed bs ee ee contract have been modified to the 
ces. extent that the station only has to 
‘LADY’ OFF . ; 

work’s commercials. Clip in guar- 
San Francisco, Nov. 14. anteed time brought a reduction in 

weeks of ‘The Singing Lady’ pro- | lect $2,000 a week. 
Sram. After the network lost WMAQ to 
over KPO of the ‘Tarzan’ transcrip- | “prib’ agreed to turn over three 
Uons. hours of its evening time to chain 





exception to the word crooner. On a recent Fleischmann broadcast of 
of us.’ 
from 5,000 watts to 25,000, KNX will 
of 59.000. Chicago ‘Tribune’ mouthpiece, for 
furnish two and a half hours an 
Kellogg Co. goes off the western | the check forthcoming from CBS, 
Signal Oil has renewed for an-| NBC in the fall of 1931 CBS worked 
commercial in return for a fee of 








York's most important dailies will discontinue its radio department 


the song ‘Three’s a Crowd,’ from the picture, ‘The Crooner,’ the band 
KNX’s Big Power 

file application next week with the 
Newly installed equipment will another year. Former terms of the 
evening for local release of the net- 
NBC network Friday (18) after 13| From now on the station will col- 
other period its nightly etherizing | out a deal with WGN whereby the 
$3,000 per week. Guarantee of 





within two months!...Maybe sooner!...Ed Dukoff, radio pa. was /$i56,000 a year was the highest 


married Saturday to a non-professional... 
A broadcasting station is being erected in England to send programs !| by the network to any one of its 


to America. No doubt the call letters will be Y-I1-O-U. 


| franchise figure paid up until then 


éaffiliates. . 
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| Little Bits from the Air | 


| 





Bugs Baer was a nice interlude 
with the political returns on CBS 
He started off breezily, introducing 
himself as IKxate Baer, the ! piness 
girl, or some such thing, and mixed 
up his nifties for a very effective 
five or six minutes. 

On NBC mornings, out of New 
York, John Fogarty has a nice 
quaritel hour with his tenoring, 
aided by Irvin Miller at the piano 
Both are forte on the musical com- 
edy stuff, although Fogarty rings | 
in an Irish ballad every so often. 

The singer rates a better nite 
spotting and will probably achieve | 
it. He also portends good stage 
possibilities. 

One of the most signal interna- 
tional broadcasts was the recent 


NBC-WJZ 
the mammoth 


neiworked pick-up of 
Argentine orchestra, 


conducted by Fresedo. It came di- 
rect from the Politeama theatre, 
Buenos Aires, and while chiefiy 
purveying characteristic South 
American music there were othe 


novelty instrumental numbers, nota- 
bly a railroad effect that was a gem. 
Anita Palermo, vocalist, accom- 
panied by the Danefi orchestra, and 
a 12-guitar combo headed by Mario 
Pardo were associate artists. 





George Gershwin was a corking 
top-off to the Fleischmann Yeast 
variety program. The composer 
labeled ‘I Got Rhythm’ his personal 
favorite number. 


Kate Smith’s farewell before 
going to Hollywood for her Para- 
mount picture was a nice blow-off. 
Ted Collins, her personal manager, 
also did his stuff, foiling with the 
songstress. 

‘March of Time’ remains the most 
ecannily produced air show. The 
dramatization of the week’s news 
events is thrilling, and the simula- 
tions of the voices of the sundry 
public figures are almost uncanny 
in their realism. Hoover's take-off 
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RADIO SOLDIERS 
OF FORTUNE 


?aramount Theatre, New York 
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JORDAN and WOODS 
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RKO Theatre, Milwaukee 
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STATION WOR 








wasn't so hot, but Roosevelt sounded 
like the real thing. 

There's showmanship to this pro- 
sram, mixing up the important news 
with humorous trivia for comedy re- 

| lief. One bit was about the Scotch 


lad who borrowed a book from a 
| free library in 1894 and who re- 
| turned it last week when the library 
announced a ‘free week,’ when there 
would be a moratorium on fines 
| for volumes kept overtime. It was 
| during that week that the 1894-is- 
sued book finally came home to 
roost. 


Singing Sam, who yowls almost 
nightly for a shaving soap, has 
about the softest spoken system of 
any yet devised, to sing songs with- 
studying. Sam usually says, 
here’s a letter from Minnie 
|Palooka of Philadelphia. Minnie 
| wants to listen to the sad _ sea 
waves. Here you are, Minnie.’ Sam 
‘somehow forgets street addresses. 


; out 
| ‘And 


|He has friends in every city. Try 
} and find them. 

| tiere’s another sample: ‘Well, 
|} well, well; my old pal Harry Sea- 


bury in Seattle located me somehow. 


| We used to knock around together. | 


!Harry wants to hear ‘Asleep in the 
, Deep.’ Listen in, Harry, old pal.’ 
It Sam ever learns a modern popu- 
lar song he should somehow try to 
make it known,. otherwise he’s the 
pipe cinch of radio for laying off 
while working. 





While the NBC links in New York 
were vamping till ready, in antici- 
pation of picking up Pres. Hoover's 
arrival at and address from Boulder 
Dam, Nev., the Golden State com- 
pany probably got a better national 
break as a result than if it hadn’t 
relinquished its time. Several times, 
‘courtesy’ acknowledgements were 
made to the G. S. co. for having 
given up its time for the presi- 
dential address. 

In between, from ‘Frisco and 
other spots there were orchestral 
interludes under Dunn's baton; also 
Emil Pollack’s orchestra, and also 
vide Paul Carson at the studio 
organ. Carson’s ‘Romance’ and kin- 
dred type selections were tip-top. 
Later on, Barbara Blanchard and 
Eva Grenninger also got their duets 
in, and still the Pres. hadn't arrived. 


4 MARXES ONLY SET AT 








Only act that Standard Oil of 
, aw Jersey by yesterday (14) had 
set and under contract for its series 
of five different programs a week 
‘over NBC were the Marx Brothers. 
| Comedy foursome’s contract guar- 
| antees them $6,500 a week for a 


minimum of 13 weeks, with extra 
money for the scripts used in their 
radio act. Band and warbling solo- 
ist to work in the same program 
have yet to be picked. 

Among the program ideas that 
the commercial has in mind for the 
network splurge is a contemporary 
short-story writers’ series. Dif- 
‘ferent author, under this plan, 
would be interviewed each week, 
with part of the broadcast being 
devoted to the dramatization of 
some story by this particular writer. 
Standard Oil is now dickering with 
Fanny Hurst to inaugurate the 
authors’ series. Similar idea 
, created by H. H. Van Loan and Ray 
| Coffin out on the coast was under 
| negotiation but a disagreement over 
Ee price resulted in the whole thing 





being called off. 








; The Lone Star of Texas 
Will Soon Be a Nationally 
Known Star on Radio 


THE TEXAN 


The Swestest Voice in the World 


| Commercial had been in hopes 

that everything both in the way of 
| programs and station hookups 
| would be set so that 
|} could start next Monday (21). But 


!launching date would 





'night, at the earliest. 








$6,500 PER BY SOCONY 


the series 


indications vesterday were that the 
have to be 
| put off until the following Monday 


| News of the Daihes 


(Continued from page 4% 


the American Academy of Arts and 
Letters. She recently returned 
from retirement. 





appeared before Judge Fairbank 
and got warrants against seven men 
on charges of conspiracy and in- 
timidation. Union racketeering is 
alleged. 





Vicki Baum told Chicago she got 
around $25,000 from ‘Grand Hotel.’ 
That takes in book, play, and film. 
She gave a lecture at the Drake 
Hotel on ‘Looking At Life.’ 


J. Fred Coots in Cleveland wrote 
a new song, ‘Marilyn Ann.’ He 
dedicated it to a grand-daughter of 
Mary Burke of Lyon & Healy. 


‘Pirates of Penzance’ was taken 
out of the moth balls by the In- 
stitute Players, Chicago. Ralph Hal- 
perin staged. 








Costica Flourescu complained to 
| Chicago police that his assistant, 
| Hugh Hass, has scrammed with a 
{truck containing the rigging and 
equipment for Flourescu’s act. Asst. 
|left the owner at the Cass Hotel 
; ostensibly to garage the truck. He 
never came back. 





Palace, Akron, O., drew a bomb 
in a labor squabble. It wrecked the 
lobby. 


Cc. J. Bulliet moved over to the 
Chicago ‘Daily News’ from the de- 
funct ‘Post’; started writing about 
art. He will be the ‘News’ all- 
around high brow, although on the 
‘Post’ designated dram ‘ec critic. 





Svelyn Cushing, 24, holder of 
‘Miss Illinois’ beauty honors, was 
named by Mrs. Sophie Weiss as a 
home wrecker. Latter is suing her 
hubby for separate maintenance, al- 
leging Weiss and Miss Cushing had 
held rendezvous in the Belmont 
hotel, Chicago. Weiss owns a cafe 
in Kenosha, Wis:, and his wife de- 
clares he has a $1,500 monthly in- 
come. 


McCarty and Elliott rodeo closed 
after the Ak-Sar-Ben event in 
Omaha. Cowpunchers and lasses 
will reunite in January at Denver. 





An aeroplane purchased from 
Wayne King, orchestra leader, was 
the cause of death for Earl Boyer, 
16, and Anna, 17, his sister, in Chi- 
cago. Lad was a mechanic at an 
aviation school and had obtained 
permission from his superiors to 
go up. 


Kay Francis told Chicago that 
Warners were breaking up the Kay 
Francis-William Powell combina- 
tion. She was alone on her way out 
to Hollywood, her husband Ken- 
neth McKenna, staying behind in 
Manhattan to direct a play. 


Olive Isen celebrated her divorce 
from Lew Leondar with a party in 
Chicago. The press in facetious 
mood gave hubby rather the worst 
in the news accounts. 


Irene Rich ended her vaudeville 
engagements at Cleveland to go to 
New York for a picture. Marshall 
Neilan will direct. 


Mr. and Mrs. Benny Davis have 
adopted an_ eight-year-old _ girl. 
Child is in the east. 


Gilda Gray’s father, Max Michal- 
ski, 63, died in the county alms- 
house at MilWaukee. He had been 
the cause of periodic emharrassment 
to his daughter whose celebrity was 
more than he could stand. Only a 
few months ago she had to return 
$98 poor relief, which he fraudu- 
lently obtained from the city. 

Miss Gray was notified in Spring- 
field, Mass., of his death. 








Fred Stone ani his 84-year-old 
father are invited to have Thanks- 
giving dinner and shoot quail at Rex 
Beach's estate in Sebring, Fla. 
Beach is Stone's brother-in-law. 





VOICES oF NESTLE’S CHOCOLATEERS 
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ARRANGER 
__ CHARLES TOUCHETTE 


FRED WILSON ROY HALLEE 
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THREE TONES 


SYLVIA STONE 
MARTHA BOYER 
BARBARA WEEDEN 








NICOLAI 


SAMAROFF 


“The Unusual Basso”’ 


“CHICK” 
FARMER 








PHIL, 


INDER DIRECTION OF 


SPITALNY 





Robert Garland, New York critic, 
flew to Clevéland to attend the pre- 
miere of a Robert McLaughlin pro- 
duction. Mrs. Garland (Queenie 
Smith) is heading the cast. 





Bob Murphy and his stooges re- 
hearsing at odd moments on their 
midwestern RKO dates for pending 
| appearance with White's ‘Varieties.’ 


Claudio Muzio returned to Chi- 
cago following her engagement 
with the San Francisco opera. She 
will give a concert Nov. 20 in Or- 
chestra Hall. 








| Florence Eleanor Sage, concert 
| piainist, died in Terre Haute, Ind., 
her home town, to which she re- 
turned a few years ago. 











- 


Chicago restaurant and cafe men | 


East 


Morton Downey's new theme song 
is ‘Remember Me,’ by Gus Kahn 
and Jack O‘Brien, published by 
Robbins. 

Leon Belasco for five years was 
the off-screen musical emotion for 
Colleen Moore whom he moved to 
tears with his violining. 

Sammy Watkins orchestra broad- 
casting two midnight shots weekly 
from New Kenmore hotel, Albany, 
over WGY and an NBC hookup, 
first time the chain has regularly 
picked up an ork from the Capital 
district on a sustaining program. 

Ed. E. Herwig, news broadcaster, 
substituted for Jim Healey, of 
Hearst’s Albany ‘Times Union,’ 
over WGY. Herwig long broad- 
cast over WOKO, a CBS link, for 
Gannett’s Albany ‘Evening News,’ 
rival daily. 

George F.. McClelland, NBC exec., 
spent two days with L. B. Wilson, 
owner of WCKY, Covington, Ky., 
while en route to Nashville, Tenn., 
for the formal opening Saturday 
(12) of WFM as a 50,000 watter. 

Jack Miller will do a bit of 
warbling on the ‘California Melo- 
dies’ show (CBS), while on the 
West Coast with Kate Smith 


Agnes Ayres has had her second 
audition at the CBS studios. 


Bob Taplinger found out later 
that the stranger to whom he had 
unloaded a CBS buildup during the 
election night festivities at the 
Hotel Biltmore, N. Y., was none 
other than Richard C. Patterson, 
new NBC executive v.p. 

Number of script acts on the air 
are now placing their material in 
advance with the Washington copy- 
right bureau. 

Kate McComb who’s been doing 
the ‘Mrs. Kerrigan’ character on the 
‘Goldbergs’ show the past year, hails 
from legit. 

Floyd Gibbons drew around 5,000 
returns on his first Elgin Adven- 
turers’ Club broadcast. 

CBS auditioned Benny Rubin for 
another commercial prospect. Also 
talking about putting the comic on 
for a sustaining stretch, 

Frank Mason, NBC press v.p., on 
tour of goodwill among the South- 
ern newspapers. 

Hats are back on the racks in 
several of the NBC departments in 
the home office. 

Colonel Stoopnagle and Budd are 
penciled to do a five-minute bit in 
Paramount’s ‘International House.’ 

Vincent Sorey and his Gauchos 
with Tito Guizar are being readied 
for a vaudeville act. 

It’s costing NBC $500 a week for 
Max Fleischer’s rights to ‘Betty 
Boop.’ 

It looks like a cosmetie account 
for Bing Crosby. 

‘Goldbergs’ hookup has taken on 
14 more stations, with the West 
Coast included for the first time. 

Marion Brewer, radio ed on the 
Albany, N. Y., ‘Times-Union,’ gave 
the inside workings of the NBC 
studios the double o. 

Musicians’ union okays the NBC 
pickup of the Ted Weems band 
from the Pennsylvania Grill. 


Kresge chain now on disc is slated 
to go NBC network soon. 

Ivy Scott, whose contact with 
NBC dates back to 1925 and before 
that to WEAF as an indie, now 
doing the ex-prima donna role in 
the Broadway musical, ‘Music in 


the Air.’ 
‘Chandu, the Magician,’ now 
scheduled to go NBC network 
May 6. 


Nat Brusiloff having gone to the 
Coast with Kate Smith, Paul Moss 





is giving up his office and Joe Hoff- 
man is desk spaceless. 

Connor’ Twins with a new ‘Mel- 
ancholy Babies’ radio idea, piloted 
by Lou Irwin. 

Roy Bargy and Harry Frankel 
(Singin’ Sam) reminiscing over all 
the crack jazzists that came out of 
Kansas, Iowa, Indiana and Illinois. 

“When the Wandering Boy Comes 
Home’ is new theme by the air’s 
‘Wandering Boy,’ authored by the 
same trio that fashioned ‘Shanty- 
town.’ 


West 


Tommy Watkins’ band, at the 
Brown Palace hotel, Denver, will 
be featured over NBC network 
once a week through KOA. 

May company program, opening 








big sale, brought together again 


Denver theatre orchestra under 
Howard Tillotson. Ted Mack's 
Harmonettes, Lefholts Sisters and 
Cheerio Boys. 


KLZ, Denver, starting new fea. 
ture, ‘What’s New in Style and 
Song.’ Promoted by Mrs. Pat 
Burns, and will feature Key Web- 
ber and other local musicians. 


Ulis and Clark, vaude act, spotted 
on the Optimistic Doughnut period 
every Friday over KNX. 


Guy Earl of KNX, Jerry King of 
KFWB and Earl C. Anthony of KFT 
and KECA are attending the NAB 
convention in St. Louis. 


Mid-West 


Yank Taylor, Harold Essex, Steve 
Trumbull and Richard Finnegan 
handled the WBBM-‘Daily Times’ 
election broadcasts in Chicago and 
scooped the town by having Gov- 
ernor-elect Horner first on the air. 
WMAQ, KYW and WENR got Hor- 
ner in that order afterwards. 

C. Houston Goudiss of WOR vis- 
ited Chicago. 


William Rambeau, Girard Ellis, 
among others, attending St. Louis 
radio convention. 


South 


Joe Geiattina and band finishing 
fourth year at WBRC, Birmingham, 
and has been on the air there longer 
than any other ork. 


Officials of KXYZ, Houston, are 
getting around the conference rules 
prohibiting football broadcasts by 
leaving out the name of the teams 
in the advance programs, billing 
the broadcast simply ‘football game.’ 

Helen Meier, radio pianist of the 
‘Polly of Hollywood’ hour on KTRH, 














Houston, is vacationing with her 
husband, Jack Jaster, in Yakima, 
Wash, 

Metropolitan theatre, Houston, 


had an idle organ and KTRH need- 
ed an organ program. Eddie Collins 
okayed the idea of a free plug for 
the theatre in exchange for use of 
the organ, 
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RADIO’S DREAM GIRL 
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Headlining at the 
LYRIC THEATRE 
INDIANAPOLIS 
(Week Nov. 12) 
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Sponsored by TASTYEAST 
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She was | 
once musically prominent in Lon- |} 
don, Paris, New York and Chicago. | 
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, 
Df 








‘es - 























Periods on the air for the first time, or resuming commercially Hollywood, Nov. 
‘ World Broadcasting System, li- 0 
;censee of Western Electric, has ney ames id win 
amie aC oie j started radio record operations with | 
WEDNESDAY, NOV. 16 ° a agen ge alg 
‘Trade and Mark’ (CBS). Smith CANTOR S GAGS discs for the “Tarzan of the Apes 
~ ‘ peo erial as the first recordings 
rothers Cough Drops and Syrup | ; . . = ’ ‘leis an Yeast hour Thurse- 
presents a program similar to the | — & S. Comic After More Laff Pat Campbell is in charge of re-| CLIQUOT S$ IDEAS B. . a xs poe ¥ VR oo hy ab 
one it’s now running on NBC, with Scriptists—Touring Plans cording, with the new ERPI ‘hill SN aS Ie iy al tt Ante AF’ net- 
sa <iae . work, With an average or five icts 
Scrappy Lambert and Billy Hillpot aay and dale’ vertical process being ; , : x 
and an orchestra. CBS hookup takes Eddie Cantor is scouting for | used. Revisions Primed for Veteran Air| working with Rudy Vallee’s va- 
in 26 stations, with oe program | More material writers to anager od Scassdisitaiehiigiiian Commercial jriety hour, is budgeted moderately, 
originating from WABC, N. Y., 8:45 | to his Chase & Sanborn show. Th - despite the pretentiousness of some 
to 9 p. m., EST. comic is working out a deal uel Cliquot Club is working on & re- of the names. Said budget ranges 
FRIDAY, NOV. H. I. Phillips, the syndicate espana | vision of its Friday evening pro- jfrom $2,500 to $3,000 _ the acts, 
‘Big Six of the Air with ‘Al Jolson’ | ist, whose last ether contact was gram over NBC. Harry Reser and |™ ith some as low as $200 and oth- 
(NBC). Chevrolet has contracted | as m. c. on the Robert Burns Cigar [his band stay intact, with the|°"s “P to $1,008. 
time for this one over a period of : ‘ Phe pee ages ; J. Walter Thompson = agency 
39 weeks with the hookup extending | PTOS™@™. Just before the account | Singer ale account figuring on in-|+))oueh its NBC ccntact, Mort Mil 
vege 4. th >|was taken over by J. Walter | serting a girl wabler and a speaker 7 a — , - 
throvgh the basic red, the north . nan, sells the talent on the theory 
west, the southeast, the south cen- Thompson and Burns and Allen | |either of the educational or humor- lot ‘showing’ for the air, and it's 
tral, the southwest, the mountain, | Were brought in. ple jist category. | favorably "regarded along those 
the orange links and KFSD and While on tour with his road Slated for auditioning here are/lines. It has worked out that way 


KTAR, Program besides Jolson will 
carry an orchestra and quartet. 
Originating from WEAF, N. Y., 10 
to 10:30 p. m., EST. 
TUESDAY, NOV. 29 

‘The Barbasol Program’ (NBC). 
Barbasol Company switches the 
talent setup of its session from Ray 
Perkins and the Peter Van Steeden 
orchestra to Carson Robinson and 
His Pioneers (John and Bill Mitch- 
ell and Pear! Pickens) in hillbilly 
specialties. New contract is for 13 
weeks and includes 17 stations on 
the red network. Originating from 
WEAF, N. Y., Tuesday and Thurs- 
days, 7:30 to 7:45 p. m., EST. 

SUNDAY, DEC. 4 

‘Jergens Presents Walter Win- 
chell’ (NBC). Lotion maker has the 
columnist tabbed for 26 weekly 
broadcasts. Originates out of WJZ, 
N. Y., from 9:30 to 9:45 p. m., EST 
and over the southwest, south cen- 
tral, mountain and Orange links 
from 11:15 to 11:30 p. m. 


EXTRA YEAR FOR ‘ANNIE’ 

Wander Company, of Chicago, 
maker of Ovaltine, has renewed on 
its ‘Orphan Annie’ program with 
NBC for another year. 

oxtended contract rune uatil Oct. 
20, 1933. 














“The Voice of 
Experience” 


WOR Daily at 12 Noon 
Aiso Saturday 6:30 to 7 P.M. 








An unusual series, running the 
entire gamut of human emotions 








JACK DENNY 





Tg 





Management 
ELMER A. ROGERS 
M4 OB. 4ist St., New York Os 











AWD ORCHESTRA 
wear @ = wase 


Waldorf-Astoria Hotel 
Victor Records 
Lucky Strike Dance Howr 
Whitman Candy 


Wz @ WOR 


Management M. CG. A. 














ON 

ni WEAF 
AND 

WoR 


HOTEL LEXINGTON 
48th St. at Lexington Av. 





show Cantor will be picked up for 
the coffee program no matter where 
he’s playing. Rubinoff and the 
band will do the broadcasting out 
of New York. Only question to be 
settled is the James Wallington 
m. c. angle, with the commercia! 
inclined toward letting Cantor use 
his own m. c. out of the road show 


WLW BOOKS 7 OF 500 
AIR ACTS AUDITIONED 


Cincinnati, Nov. 14. 

New mike vibrators at WLW are 
Alice Remsen, contralto; Aaron 
Sisters, harmonists; Joe Lenzer, 
musical sawer; Billie Dauscha, 
blues singer, and Frank Henderson 
and Paul Stewart, dramatic. 

They, together with the Mooney 
Bros. and Florrie LeVere and Lou 
Handman, with his sister Edythe, 
were signed in New York by Cros- 
ley’s talent sleuths, John Clark, 
Richard Nicholls and Gene Perazzo, 
from among the 500 out of 800 ap- 
plicants they auditioned in a few 
days. The testing was done at the 
New Yorker hotel. WLW heralded 
its search for talent by a prelimin- 
ary ad in ‘Variety’. 

Oklahoma Bob Albright, who re- 
cently started on sustaining at this 
station, began warbling this weex 
on the International Oil Heater 
program. Joe Emerson here for the 
past month, has been given an 
across-the-board dinner spot. 


Ippolito Wants Lesser 
Partnership Dissolved 


In the receivership and account- 
ing suit of Frank L. Ippolito versus 
Theodore J. Lesser, the two the- 
atrical lawyers who had a financial 
falling out over Lesser’s alleged re- 
tention of percentage earnings 
from their radio clients, Ippolito 
has made a motion for judgment on 
the pleadings. That is, Ippolito 
wants his partnership ordered dis- 
solved. Lesser had admitted that 
it was a partnership at will, and in 
view of this Ippolito has petitioned 
Judge Bernard J. Shientag in N. Y. 
Supreme Court to grant the dis- 
solution. 

This is apart from the motion for 
a receiver which Justice McCook 
has had under advisement for a 
number of weeks. In this latter 
plea Ippolito set forth how Lesser 
allegedly is withholding for his own 
use sundry monies, collected from 
radio artists such as Burns and 
Allen, Seeley and Fields, Jessel. 
Price, Sylvia Froos and Jack 
Benny, chiefly in the form of 10% 
for services as personal representa- 
tive or manager. 

Lesser, ostensibly 
these clients essentially as an at- 
torney, also is set forth as having 
collected insurance premiums, and 
getting a percentage thereof, for 
annunity policies which he had in- 
fluenced these show people to take 














NEW YORK out. Lesser, stated Ippolito in his 
ss } complaining affidavit, received 25% 
VICTOR RECORDS |commish on the premiums. 
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First major move made by Rich- 
ard C, 
executive v.p. 
reorganization of the 
sales department. Several salesmen 
have been dropped but the execs in 
all divisions remain intact. Slated 
as next in line for a reshuffling and 


Patterson since his entry as 
of NBC has been the 





representing | 


general revision of duties is the 
program department, 
terson particularly interested in 
working out a closer co-operation 
between the NBC Artists Service 
and the program department. 

Under the setup put into effect 
in the sales department the com- 
mercial operations of the network 
has been split into two parts, one 
the service division and the other 
the sales or new business division. 

Former faction will concentrate 
exclusively upon taking care of the 
talent, publicity, merchandising and 
other needs of the account already 
on the NBC books, while the other 
division will have nothing to do but 
keep after new business and keep 
the old customers in line as far as 
renewal of contracts are concerned. 

Service and new business depart- 
ment will function under their indi- 
vidual district managers. On the 
New York end Theodore F. Allen 
had his title changed from assistant 
general sales manager to that of 
Eastern Service manager with D. S. 
Shaw stepping in as Eastern Sales 
manager. In the Chicago division 
Kenneth G. Carpenter was moved 
into I. E. Showerman’s spot as mid- 
west sales manager while Shower- 
man assumed the title of midwest 
service manager. Shift on the Pacific 
coast division spotted Harry Ander- 
son as western sales manager and 
Glenn H. Ticer as western service 
manager 


COAST SCRAMBLE FOR 
KTM, KELW CHANNELS 


Los Angeles, Nov. 14. 

BE. L. Cord, owner of KFAC, and 
W. L. Gleeson of Oakland are latest 
applicants tor the wave length of 
KTM and KELW, in danger of be- 
ing taken away from these stations 
by the Radio Commission. Cord 
would substitute the frequency at 
KFAC, but Gleeson’s intention is to 
use it either in Sacramento or Sa- 
linas, Calif. - 

Guy Earl of KNX also is trying 
to get the frequency for a station 
at Sacramento, while William Ran- 
dolph Hearst has a deal on to buy 
the two stations if the commission 
decides to allow them to retain the 
disputed wave length. Earl C. An- 
thony has also put a bid in for 
using the wave length at the pres- 
ent KECA, one of the local NBC 
outlets, 











3 KFRC Outs 


San Francisco, Nov. 14. 

KFRC has a few letouts. Eugene 
Eubanks got his notice as assistant 
to head of production department, 
Fred Lane out as announcer, and 
Eleanor Allen off the payroll as or- 
ganist, 

Earl Towner succeeds the latter. 





| Which is a Sunday night CBS coast | 
| 
| 
| 


| 





STAGE M.C. FOR KHJ REVUE 

Angeles, Nov. 14. 
KHJ will use a permanent m. e 

for its Merrymakers revue hour 


Los 


service. 

Several picture house m. e’s will | 
be spotted on future broadcasts in 
order to get fan reaction. Charles 
Irwin handled the first program | 
Sunday (13). 

Hour will also use more stage | 
acts, having been heretofore an al- 
moet exclusive station talent affair. 





jas the 


network's | authority 


Henshaw 
while the 
assignment 


and Annette 
vocal candidates, 
prospect for the other 


Lee Wiley 


include Dr. Louis K. Anspacher, 
on the drama and play- 
| wright, Strickland Gillian, piped 
into New York from WRC, Wash- 
ington, Clem Bevans, H. M. Neeley 
and Albert K. Rowswell, ether 
philosopher and humorist. 


with Col. Pat- | 








SAT. NIGHT BUGABOO 
ON BOTH NETWORKS 


With the broadcast season sup- 
posedly at this period in full flour- 
ish, the Saturday evening clockinz 
continues as a commercial bugaboo. 
Unfavorable reaction against the 
weekend night set in the latter part 
of last winter and the networks 
haven’t made progress toward over- 
coming this layoff attitude. 


All told on the three links of the 
chains there were only six commer- 
cially supported programs last Sat- 
urday (12) night. WEAF at 6:45 
had the General Electric quarter 
hour and at 10 o’clock Lucky Strike. 
On WJZ Pepsodent filled 15 minutes 
at 7 o'clock and a half hour with 
the El Toro session two hours later. 


WABC had nothing sponsored be- 
tween 6 and 8, at which latter time 
Phillips dentrifrice took up 15 min- 
utes. Chesterfield bridged 15 more 
at 9 and Carborundum a half hour 
later made its debut on the network 
with a 30-minute band recital. 











Involuntary Bankruptcy 
Move Against WIBO, Chi 


Chicago, Noy. 14. 


Charles H. Garland and Joseph 
Fisher doing business as Audio 
Service and G. W. Stamm doing 
business as ‘Broadcast Advertising’ 
are petitioners before Federal Judge 
George A. Carpenter to throw Sta- 
tion WIBO into bankruptcy. Case 
is due for a hearing this week. 


Allegation is made in the bill of 
complaint that Nelson Brothers, 
owners of the station, have shown 
other creditors preferred considera- 
tion and secondly that the property 
and assets of WIBO were trans- 
ferred to a new Delaware corpora- 
tion, Nelson Bros., Inc., on Aug. 4, 
1932, for the purposes of ‘hindering.’ 

Audio Service, which prints and 
distributes program listings claims 
$378.19 while ‘Broadcast Advertis- 
ing’ claims $200. Nelson Brothers 
are identified under the corporate 
name State Investment Company. 

WIBO was formerly an NBC af- 
filiate but has been without network 
connection for over a year. It has 
a pact with Balaban & Katz for 
reciprocal advantages and a studio 
in the Chicago theatre building. 
One of the oldest stations in town 
and billing itself ‘on the top of the 
dial’ WIBO’s wave length is sought 
by Ralph Atlass of WBBM and Co- 
lumbia for his Indiana station 
WJKS of Gary. 





i; too, Milton 


| favorably 


Berle and Helen Brod- 
among others, impressing so 
that they're in line for 
13-week contracts for air commer- 


erick, 


cials, 

The Broadway agents also wel- 
come this open sesame to the per- 
formes. For the agent it estab- 
jlishes a much sought for contact 


|; With the more or less obscure pow- 
ers-that-be in the networks and in 





the ad agencies who purchase the 
‘talent. They are learning what it 
means to go up before a program 
board on an audition, along with 
|} the many other angles. 

The Broadway type of talent, 
either from the varieties or legit, 


is also favorably disposed to these 
Fleischmann opportunities. 
Exception 

There are exceptions to the price 
range such as George Gershwin last 
week who collected $1,250 for his 
end of it. Marie Dressler (as re- 
ported in the picture dept. of this 
week's issue) is set for this Thurs- 
day at $2,500, which is a new top. 
The Vallee band is payrolled at 
$2,000. 

Ross and Edwards and Val and 
Ernie Stanton, both standard vaudee 
ville acts, are set for the Fleische- 
mann programs for the next two 
weeks. 








Why Does a Chicken 
Cross the Street? 


OU may know the answer, 
but you may not know 
the answer too good 
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WABC 
Daily at 9:30 A. M. 
I'm Introducin’ 
“A Pair of Red Heads” 
Pegyy Keenan & Sondra Phillips 


| R YOU WATCHIN’? | 
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ELECTION RETURNS : a 
With David Lawrence, William 

Hard, William Frederick Wile, 

Edwin C. Hill and Ted Husing 
Talk 
Sustaining 
WEAF, WJZ, WABC, New York 

It took the broadcasting of the 
election returns to bring into sharp 
relief the fundamental differences 
in outlook and methods of opera- 
tion between NBC and Columbia. 
More than that the event served as 
a precursor to the class lines that 
the two chains will eventually as- 
sume. 

Dependent upon government fran- 
chise grants for their very exist- 
ence, their political color must 
never change from nonpartisan. 
But aside from this phase of their 
@ctivities the trend will be entirely 
different directions. As time goes 
on NBC will assume a more con- 
servative policy with relation to the 
entertainment and advertising con- 
tent of its programs and direct their 
appeal to the element symbolized by 
say, the N.Y. ‘Times’ or the Chi- 
cago ‘Tribune, while the other 
chain will grow more enterprising, 


| ROXY and HIS GANG 
Songs, Orchestra, Talk 

Sustaining 

WEAF, WJZ, New York 


Tom-toming of Radio City got its 
launching on the air last Sunday 
(13) afternoon with a 90-minute 
| parade of crack entertainment, neat- 
ly blended to the popular taste, un- 
der the Roxy ringmastership. For 
the occasion Roxy, managing direc- 
tor of the developn ent’s theatrical 


enterprises, brought together quite 
a representation from the old Gang, 
augmenting them with a slew of en- 
tertainers he has picked for spot- 
ting into either the New Roxy or 
the Music Hall. The broadcast was 
shortwaved around the globe and 
given a rebroadcast in Germany. 
This initial broadcast out of Radio 
City came as an auspicious rebirth 
of the Roxy Gang idea. That its 
popularity will far excel that of the 
old series is assured by the fact that 
Roxy under the new contact will 
have a larger and wider assortment 
of names and types to play around 
with. And it goes without saying 
that upon these broadcasts will fall 
the major burden of giving country- 
wide exploitation to the center’s two 








be inclined to play around more 
and more with innovations and take 


on the. complexion say, of the 
(Scripps- Howard) N.Y. ‘World- 
Telegram’ plus the less jazz fea- 


tures of a Hearst morning paper. 
In the magazine field the compari- 
son would align NBC with the ‘Sat- 
urday Evening Post’ and CBS with 
a combination of ‘Cosmopolitan’ 
and ‘Liberty.’ That's the future, 
but coming back to the election re- 
turns: 

‘ NBC handled the broadcasting of 
the poll's compilation with a stodgy 
conservatism and dignity that made 
them less exciting than they actu- 
ally turned out. CBS went at the 
job like a pack of cub reporters 
intent upon making a showing. It 
was a slow-moving, dry _ recital 
from the NBC camp. William 
Hard’s staccato style did little to 
relieve the rambling quotation of 
names, places and figures by his 
Washington colleague, David Law- 
rence. Most of the time during the 
course of the evening NBC seemed 
to be running 15 minutes behind 
the opposition chain when it came 
to the latest results. 


Reason for this becomes clear 
when the news collecting organiza- 
tions set up for the event by the 
two chains are compared. In ad- 
dition to the A.P. the Columbia 
network had at its call the Hearst 
Newspaper Service and the two 
telegraph outfits (Western Union 
and Postal). CBS main studio was 
organized into a city room with 
each of a large staff of men, under 
Paul White, the network head p.a., 
assigned to a specific task. Fig- 
ures as they came in from these 
various sources were quickly com- 
piled and turned over to one of the 
three men m@nning the mikes for 
broadcast and then added to the 
total of a huge blackboard carry- 
ing the results by states. 

To Ted Husing went the job of 
announcing the presidential re- 
sults, Frederick William Wile did 
the general commentating on these 
results, while Edwin C. Hill dealt 
with the local elections. To this 
Was added a touch of hokum. A 
lightning calculator, Dr. Salo Fin- 
kelstein by name, was occasionally 
ushered to the mike for his —_ 
adding them up on the blackboar 
and reciting the total into the mike. 
But like the use of the clicking 
Morse sets for background during 
the entire proceedings it wasn’t 
overdone. 

At 8:15 CBS decided to take a 
chance. Only 4,000,000 votes had 
been compiled, but the indications 
Were enough for Wile to give 
Roosevelt the election. But none 
of that recklessness on the part of 
NBC. Long after the N.Y. ‘Herald- 
Tribune,’ stoutly Republican, had 
itself conceded the election, NBC 
held off but waited until things 
looked hopeless, around 10 o'clock. 
before it tossed the pot to Roose- 
velt. 

But ft took that same chain to 
pull the ace stunt of the night. It 
introduced at intervals for incisive 
and impressive comment on the 
election three of American news- 
paperdom’s rajahs, Walter Lipp- 
mann, formerly editor of the N.Y. 
‘World’ and now writing for the 
‘Herald-Trib’ syndicate, Arthur 
Brisbane and G. E. Parker, editor- 
in-chief of the Scripps-Howard 
newspapérs. M. H. Aylesworth did 
the introductory honors. Earlier in 
the evening, however, CBS had 
Bugs Baer on for a line of divert- 
ing chatter. 

Up until the eleventh hour it 
looked as though the. networks 
would be stumped for a national 
poll collecting service. U.P. had 
arranged to sell its service, but the 
week before, reacting to publisher 
protest, had called all bets off. 
Aylesworth finally got together with 
Kent Cooper, head of the A.P., and 
out of this appeal came a discovery 
by Cooper that a resolution in the 
A.P. membership charter would 
permit him to let down tke bars. 
This resolution holds that in the 
public interest it would be amen- 
able to broadcast news of ‘trans- 
cendental nationalimportance.’ This 
latter phase was interpreted as per- 
taining to presidential elections. 

Since it was now okay to furnish 
the results to NBC, the same serv- 
ice ° ild have to be acco 
lumbia. : Odec 


showhouses. As for Roxy, the debut 
étherization from RC revealed the 


MONARCH MYSTERY TENOR 
With Charles J. Gilchrist 
COMMERCIAL 
WMAQ, Chicago 

Let’s be kind and simply say the 


| program is poor. 


The mystery of the ‘mystery tenor’ 
is not who but why. ‘All America 
is wondering who he is,’ the billing 
states. In the advertisements and 
the window displays for grocery 
stores the mystery tenor is depicted 
wearing a mask and the sponsor 
gravely hints that you would be ut- 
tery amazed if you knew who their 
tenor is.. To which the natural re- 
sponse is: ‘oh, yeah?’ 

Each number is prefaced with 
some comment. For example, the 
last time the, mystery tenor sang 
‘That’s My Baby’ the Czar of Rus- 
sia, Mata Hari, and Lloyd George 
were in the audience. Or if he is 
about to render ‘O Solo Mio’ he re- 
calls that it was‘in the old Boston 
Opera House and Cardinal O'’Con- 
nell, Ralph Waldo Emerson, and 
Lily Langtry were enthralled spec- 
tators. 

All this flapdoodle may or may 
not be accepted by Chicagoans as 
fact. It’s plausible to assume some 
will believe part or all of the 





old mike personality and manner of 
putting the troupe through their 
paces unchanged. The sentimental- 
ity was as thick as ever, the rave 
intros hadn’t lost an adjective, and 
the gay banter and persiflage with 
the performers that help ease things 
up and give it distinctively intimate 
tcuch were there unaltered. 

Of the Gang oldtimers presented 
on this first Radio City , program 
there were Harold Van Dusen, 
Gladys Rice, Douglas Stanbury, Wee 
Willie Robyn, -Jeanie Lang, Betsy 
Ayres and the Three Graces, with 
Erno Rapee, now head of things 
musical at the centre, batoning the 
orchestra. Gathered among the 
newcomers who got their initial alr- 
ing under the Roxy auspices were 
Rudy Wiedoft, Weber and Fields, 
Eric Rhodes, baritone; Dave Apol- 
lon, Lester Allen, the Southeraires 
quartet, Ladimir Padois at the keys 
of a newly devised piano imported 
from Germany; Miriam Miller, blues 
warbler formerly with Barney Rapp, 
Frau Viola Silo, operatic singer, and 
Julia Glass, concert pianiste. 

Weber and Fields contribution 
was an old bit, last heard when 
they were on the Webster Cigar 
program. Lester Allen did a medley 
that had to do with going back to 
Indiana. That Russian dialect un- 
coiled by Dave Apollon in his few 
minutes of crossfire with Roxy in- 
dicated much comedy promise for 
the air. For the more musically 
discriminating a Tschaikowsky con- 
certo by Julia Glass, with the or- 
chestra in support, was the out- 
standing highlight of the hour and 
a half occasion. Odec. 





WILLIAM STOESS 

AND FLYING DUTCHMEN 
With Charlie Dameron 

Orchestra 

Sustaining 

WLW, Cincinnati 

There's a gag in the title of this 
program. Any who dial it on a 
Sunday midnight over national’s 
blue hookup with the expectancy of 
hearing something hurdy-gurdy are 
going to be fooled. If they like sym- 
phonic dance music, there will be 
no more dialing through the ha!f- 
hour period. 

Stoess, who is Crosley’s musical 
director, has a balance of reed and 
brass, which permits pleasing re- 
ception from the string section. The 
assortment of the seven pieces that 
are played in the broadcast like- 
wise smacks of class, the selection 
being from current and standard 
sweet tunes. Not unnoticed is the 
nifty style of arranging employed. 

At this hearing, Dameron tenored 
the refrain of the first and fourth 
numbers and was featured for the 
fifth, ‘That’s Why Darkies Were 
Born.’ He is a vet in radio and 
has a following in these parts. 
Choruses of two others were sung 
by Morrie Neuman, who has a high 
voice and apparently is out of the 
combo, 

Singing relief for Dameron would 
be better in either femme or low 
pitch for the sake of variety. Oth- 
erwise there are no air pockets. 

Kolling. 





NORM SHERR 
Pianist 
Sustaining 
WBBM, Chicago 

Norm Sherr and his announcer, 
Palsy-Walsy, are not experts at ad 
libbing. 

Palsy-Walsy has just the best 
time for that informal, ehummy 15 
minutes, It’s all so funny and gay 
—in the studio. Maybe they are 
under the impression that by their 
numorous gifts an otherwise con- 
ventional piano recital is elevated 
into an attraction. Let them dis- 
abuse their minds of any illusions 
along those lines. They are suc- 
ceeding only in being a little annoy- 
ing. Not very annoying since its 
so easy to twist the dial. 

Norm Sherr is a nimble-digited 
performer upon the ivories of con- 
siderable musical charm, He should 
stick to his art and leave the com- 
edy by-play for the locker room. 
|In private he and Palsy-Walsy can 
| be just as cute as they please since 
be tuned 





in. 


Land. 


the public won't 


chummy talk about great men and 
dazzling women. But will any ap- 
preciable portion of the population 
be driven mad from the tantalizing 
mystery of the mar behind the 
mask? Vote, no! 

What is quite_ciear from the pro- 
gram is that an ordinary parlor va- 
riety tenor has been made just a 
little ridiculous by the exaggerated 
claims. Without all the masking 
and secrecy and the -thick layer of 
hyperbole he could have sneaked by. 
As it is the promise and the reality 
are too incongruous and since the 
part of Charles J. Gilchrist in the 
program is small and the tenor is 
singing constantly the derisive spirit 
grows stronger as the program pro- 
gresses, 

Gilchrist spiels a bit on radio per- 
sonalities. He’s been doing it be- 
fore as radio editor of the ‘Daily 
News’ and it’s a necessarily left- 
handed compliment to him to say 
he’s the best part of the program. 
Giichrist could keep in faster com- 
pany. Land, 





LASSES and HONEY 
Comedy 

Sustaining 

Blackface 

WSM, Nashville, Tenn. 


Lasses White has played more 
minstrel dates with his own show 
than Juliet had dates with Romeo. 
If there is any blackface artist in 
the country that knows and studies 
negro humor it is Lasses, and with 
the aid of a feeder he brings to the 
air some of the lines typical of the 
old minstrel days. WSM has him 
on the air three times a week, with 
a partner known as Honey. 

The program caught was well bal- 
anced and will compare with any 
blackface program on the air, not 
excepting Amos ’n’. Andy. Lasses 
puts a tang into the program that 
other acts lack, that is, real honest 
to gosh negro humor, found only 
in the Tennessee and Alabama 
negro. 

Lasses and Honey follow a con- 
tinuity something like all other hu- 
mor blackface programs. In the 
script, they are organizing a min- 
strel show to tour the south and 
Lasses is starving for something to 
eat. 

That screeky voice of Lasses is 
well known, and when it went on 
the air it needed no introducing, 
particularly in this sector. This bill 
is capable of climbing. Bobbie. 





ALKA-SELTZER HOOSIER 
EDITOR 

With Frederick Landis, Mary Miles 

Music, News Comment 

COMMERCIAL 

WBBM, Chicago 


‘Any fellow that unfurls a red 
flag ought to be made to eat it.’ 

This militantly partisan sugges- 
tion hardly fits in with the descrip- 
tion of ‘philosopher’ which is ap- 
plied to Landis. Nor does his gen- 
eral line of comment indicate the 
calm reflective sort of soul the word 
suggests. 

Landis is pretty trite. His edi- 
torializing is stand pat im tone, re- 
actionary in sympathy, and free 
from either brightness of observa- 
tion or cleverness of statement. It’s 
just exactly what the billing ‘Hoosier 
Editor’ suggests—small town know- 
it-allness. Alka-Seltzer chose a 
natural pace-setter for yokels. 

Musical portion of the program is 
nice without being distinctive. Har- 
low Wilcox handles the advertising 
blurbs which also lack any element 
of unusualness. Land, 


TOMMY WATKINS Orchestra 
3 Mins. 
WJZ, New York 


NBC'’d from the Brown Palace 
hote! (Casanova room), Denver, 
Tommy Watkins surprises with a 
thoroughly metropolitan brand of 
dansapation. That means. that 
Watkins’ll come out of the Rockies 
shortly and shift into big league 
cities. 

He evidences general astuteness 
by the manner in which he mixes 
lup the jazzique in addition to his 
| instrumental delivery being very 
oke. Abel. 





FRANCO-AMERICAN HI-JINKS 
ist Anniversary Party 
Combination Vaude Show and 
Broadcast 
COMMERCIAL 
KFWB, Hollywood 
Putting over a public broadcast 
from the Shrine Auditorium, the 
largest hall in Los Angeles, is the 
outstanding attempt at radio show- 
manship on the coast. Around 7,000 
persons crowding into the hall to 
listen and see this program in ac- 


tion, with another 4,000 turned away 
on tickets, for whom a succeeding 
‘see and hear’ affair Will be staged. 
Event was something for the thea- 
tre men, who figure that radio is a 
competitor, to think about. 

Judging from the applause that 
came over the air from: the audi- 
torium, the audience ‘ate the show 
up, but from the receiving set end 
it was not so acceptable. Running 
two hours, with more than 20 acts, 
the show was topheavy on comedy. 
This over-balance was evidently 
with an eye to satisfying the imme- 
diate audience, but it got boring for 
the real audience, the air listener, 
before’ it reached the half-way 
mark. . 


This strain to appeal. to the audi- 
ence which they could see evidently 
accounted for the blue aspect of 
some of the acts. The off-color re- 
marks and gags get the reached-for 
response at the auditorium, but it 
was bad taste to include them on a 
broadcast which was going into the 
homes, and which as a weekly pro- 
gram has built up a heavy kid fol- 
lowing. Red Corcoran, chief of- 
fender, was also guilty of some 
unnecessary quips on contemporary 
personalities. Most of the gags were 
of the Joe Miller ilk that have been 
doing yeoman service on the vaude 
stage for a decade or more, but the 
audience went for them in a big 
way, nevertheless. 


Despite these features of the 
broadcast the show reflects credit 
on Johnny Murray, who organized 
it and.m.c.’d. It was handled with 
expert snap and free of long blurbs 
for the bakery concern that paid the 
bills. There was too little music 
interpolation, but whenever Jack 
Joy’s orchestra was spotted in the 
combination it was effective. 


Standing out were Dennis Beau- 
fort singing ‘Sweeping the Clouds 
Away,’ mimicking Chevalier; Clar- 
ence Muse heading an octet singing 
negro songs; Maxine Castleton, so- 
prano, and Bernard Weber in oper- 
atic arwias. Others on the program, 
for the most part regulars on the 
weekly Hi-Jinks, were Jack Doug- 
las, chatter; Harry Greene, Hebe 
comic; Ken and Sally, boy and girl 
malapropos routirne; Eddye Adams 
and Margaret Lawrence, blues 
singers; Red Corcoran, gag comic; 
Buddy Gatly, baritone, and Nat 
Epector, tenor. e Stan. 


BRING ’EM BACK ALIVE 
With Frank Buck 

Talk 

WEAF, New York 


Frank Buck, the wild animal bag- 
ger, has added the mike as a me- 
dium for cashing in on his reper- 
toire of adventure tales. Buck got 
his first taste at broadcasting while 
out around the country helping to 
exploit the ‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ 
picture, and the vocal impression he 
made at the time did a lot to spur 


‘em toward the box office. His Sun- 
day afternoon appearance over NBC 
currently are being bank rolled by 
A. C. Gilbert, the Erector toy man- 
ufacturer, with Gilbert himself right 
there beside Buck at the mike tak- 
ing part in the act and doing the ad 
spiel on his own product. 


Scripts used on this series by 
Buck are adaptations of the serial 
under the ‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ 
title that ‘Collier's’ ran prior to the 
film release. Each program opens 
with an informative comment on 
wild animals by Buck and then 
drifts on to an episode of Buck’s 
experiences with them. When the 
narrative gets to the climax a dra- 
matic cast joins Buck and the play- 
ers go through the furor of enact- 
ing the big scene. It’s not very 
graphically done, and prompts the 
impression that the results might 
be more effective if the dramatiza- 
tion were omitted and the entire 
unreeling confined to Buck’s own 
narrative. 

Gilbert steps out of his interlocu- 
tor role with Buck at the end of 
each episode to remark: ‘I hope you 
got a thrill out of Frank Buck’s 
talk. Well, if you did, you’re the 
sort of boy that will get a thrill 
out of my erector set.’ With that 
he moves out of the picture to let 
the announcer tell how the kids 
listening in can get a picture of 
Frank Buck in his jungle toggery 
and one of the Gilbert catalogs. 

Smoothly framed this program 
from both the narrative and plug 
angle, but not so forte when it 
comes to the dramatized intrusion. 
Defter dialoging would perhaps 
overcome the flatness of the effect 
here, but regardless Gilbert has 
something in this session’ that 
should easily pique both the juve 
and adult attention and get them 
tuning in on the successive epi- 





sodes. Odec. 
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CANADA DRY PROGRAM (New 
Series) 
With Jack Benny, Ted Weems, 
Andrea Marsh and Sid Silvers 
COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 
It took this revised cast the 
ginger ale affair several programs 
to blend on the give and take, but 


of 


by last Thursday (10) night's 
broadcast all the kinks had been 
eliminated, revealing a crack 
smooth-running comedy organiza- 


tion. And the Thursday night ses- 
sion was as funny a performance 
as anything Benny perpetrated while 
with the previous George Olsen- 
Ethel Shutta troupe. 

Every one of the cross-fire’ bits 
on this occasion sparkled with deft 
humor both in the writing and the 
interpretation. Sid Silvers as the 
‘one man in the South who voted 
for Hoover’ did a darb piece of goof 
straighting and Benny’s wife, Mary 
Livingstone, shone all over partic- 
ularly during the burlesque takeoff 
on a hillbilly drama. Here was 
spoofing of a rare quality on the air. 

In the band department, the Ted 
Weems: substitution for the switch 
to the Columbia network is all to 
the program’s good. This ace of 
novelty dance combos can still wrap 
itself around a slice of syncopation 
and give it all that it takes to make 
the tootsies want to romp. _ In- 
strumentally it’s got something dis- 
tinctly different and the same goes 
for the ensemble warbling of the 
boys. 

Elmo Tanner is still there with 
the melodious whistling, while An- 
drea Marsh plies an appealing set of 
ingenue pipes. She's being grad- 
ually groomed into speaking parts, 
and indications in this department 
are all in her favor. Weems, who 


do the mike talking for him, has also 
been mustered into articulate serv- 
ice on this program. All he needs 
is a little easying up and he'll likely 
prove Benny’s best foil of the lot. 
For the fadeout the program has 
retained Ethel Shutta’s signature 
song, ‘Rockabye Moon.’ Olsen was 
surprised by the selection, but de- 
cided to let it go and dig up an- 
other for the missus. Idec. 


THE MELODY MILKMAN 
Songs and Instrumental 
COMMERCIAL 

WGY, Schenectady 

Larry O’Day, Irish tenor, is fea- 
tured on this, a new 15-minute 
morning shot once weekly. Spon- 
sors: a Troy creamery concern and 
an Albany milk company. Small 
ensemble which he calls ‘The Boys’ 
assists O’Day. 

He has a pleasing voice of the 
type usually described as ‘sympa- 
thetic.” The tone is mellow, with 
a slight brogue and a suggestion of 
romance that makes it ideal for 
Irish and pop ballads. 

O’Day’s voice may not be trained; 
in the lower registers there is a bit 


tener will like O’Day’s singing. 

His speaking voice is also sooth- 
ing to the ear. In fact, this chap 
has such an ingratiating manner 
before the mike that he should click 
as a regular announcer-entertainer, 

Ensemble does well in its spot, 
with the violinist standing out. 

Broadcast has a contest angle to 
stimulate sale of sponsor’s products 
and to serve as a check on pro- 
gram’'s pull. This is the only ad- 
vertising, thanks be. 

An enjoyable program. 





HARRY LANGDON and VERNON 
DENT 


Comedy 
With ‘California Melodies’ Hour 
WABC, New York 

Etherized from KHJ, the Don Lee 
key station of the CBS’ coast affili- 
ate, WABC brought Harry .Langdon 
and Vernon Dent, his straight man, 
to the east in great style. It was 
the film comic’s air debut. 

It was a laugh productive inter- 
lude, simply contrived, including 
the ole slapstick-bladder to punctu- 
ate the gags, with Langdon on the 
receiving end. Script had to do with 
a rehearsal of their vaude act. Dent 
was an able foil and was on a par 
with Langdon in the total effect. 

They were introduced as part of 
the ‘California Melodies’ program 
which is a regular late-hour Satur- 
day night affair from Los — 

el. 





Everybody’s Doin’ It 


All show biz is ogling radio. 

People like Lunt and Fontanne, 
Hope Williams, Smith and Dale, D. 
W. Griffith, Dr. Rockwell, Sophie 
Tucker and Bill Demarest, are 
among those lately auditioned for 
the ether. 





MARLBOROUGH’S WBBM TEST 
Chicago, Nov. 14. 

Marlborough cigarettes, one of 
the lesser brands, has gone on the 
air over WBBM here. Harriet Cruise 
plus a 17-piece studio orchestra pro- 
vides the talent. 

It’s a first time and a trial bal- 
loon for Marlborough with a net- 





work expansion if the local results 
encourage the sponsor. 


heretofore had elected to let others’ 


of throatiness, while on higher 
notes, he uses a sort of half-fal-, 
setto. Regardless, the average lis- 
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International Copyright Involved 
In Keit- eit-Engel Suit Vs. C.-C. Robbins 


Harry Woods, prolific American 


gongwriter, who has |} t a cycie of 


pop song hits of late, is at the bot- 
tom of an injunction suit brought 
by Keit-Engel, Inc., against Camp- 
bell-Connelly, Inc.; C-C, Ltd., and 
the Robbins Music Corp. over two 
gongs, ‘Echo of the Valley’ and 
‘Hustling and Bustling for Baby,’ 
both written by Woods. The suit is 
the more significant in the trade in 
that with the depressive conditions 
in tin pan alley the last few years, 
expenses for lawsuits have not been 
legal costs have not been conducive 
te court actions. On top of that, 
an old rivalry between Harry 
Engel of Keit-Engel and Jack 
Robbins is given new fire as both 
were formerly partnered as Rob- 
bins-Engel, Inc., before the latter 
bowed out of the firm. 

A technical international copy- 
right mess is involved in this suit. 
Campbell-Connelly, Ltd., is the 
British song publishing firm. Camp- 
bell-Connelly, Inc., is the American 
adjunct, of which Julian T. Abeles, 
as attorney for Jimmy Campbell 
and Reg Connelly, of London, is 
their managing agent, and, as such, 
empowered to make ali deals on 
behalf of C-C, Inc. 

Abeles, who is also attorney for 
Robbins Music Corp., refused to 
turn over the ‘Echo’ and ‘Hustling’ 
songs to Keit-Engel, and instead 
gave ‘Echo’ to Robbins for Amer- 
ican publication, ‘Hustling’ doesn’t 
actually figure as  Keit-Engel’s 
‘prime grievance is that ‘Echo’ was 
placed with them by Harry Woods, 
its author. 

Reciprocity 

Woods, as the writer, apparently, 
may be kindly disposed to Keit- 
Engel publishing his numbers in 
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Stockholm, Nov. 2. 

Due to the growth of Eng- 
lish-Sweden accord prompted 
by the visit of the Prince of 
Wales to Stockholm it is be- 
lieved that there will be no 
further investigations into the 


English bands and bandleaders 
who are now playing this 
country. 


Most of the ciass places are 
advertising English bands as 
the natives find no dansapa- 
tion in the work of local music. 











America, but technically he is 
bound to Campbell-Connelly for 
the next 20 numbers as he just’ 
came back from London, where he 
had been taken by Jimmy Campbell 
of the music pub firm to write some 
new material. This deal gave the 
enterprising British music publish- 
ing firm of C-C first call on Woods’ 
next 20 numbers, of which ‘Echo 
of the Vailey’ and ‘Hustling and 
Bustling for Baby,’ along with 18 
others, are suddenly in demand by 
the American music publishers. 

Joe Keit, of Keit-Engel, argued 
with Abeles that Jimmy Campbell 
had authorized the K-E firm to 
have ‘Echo’ for America, via a 
trans-Atlantic phone call. Abeles 
differed. For one thing, he pointed 
out that as the managing agent of 
C-C, Ine., since 1929, which is the 
authorized American representative 
of C-C, Ltd., he alone could make 
any and all American deals. 

He also recalled to Joe Keit that 
Campbell-Connelly were obligated 
to Robbins in that Robbins had 
previously relinquished the rights 
to anather Harry Woods _ song, 
‘We're A Couple of Soldiers (My, 
Baby and Me)’, 
ethical consideration that Robbins 
could thereafter have first call on 
any Woods number of the new 
batch. Under that conditon, Rob- 
bins elected to publish ‘Echo’ and 
take it away from Keit-Engel or 
any other firm which might want 
it. 

K-B now comes into court, on its 
motion for an injunction which 
came up for hearing today (Mon- 
day), with the argument that the 
heads of C-C, from London, on the 
‘phone, had agreed to the deals for 
‘Echo’ and another number, Sleep- 
ing on Benches,’ which guaranteed 
$1,000 advance and $5,000 guaranty 


on the first statement. Those are 
unusual terms, especially these 
dave. 





in exchange for the; 


Irv Mills to Europe 
For Biz and Pleasure 


Irving Milis of Mille- Rockwell en- 
terprises sailed Nov. 12 with Mrs 


| Mills on an extended business and 
pleasure trip. They are getting off 
| first at Villefranche, the 
| seaport, for their preliminary 
cash on the Mediterranean. 
From there Mills goes to Vienna 
Berlin, Paris and London, 
a, Genoa and Rome, which 
cities have all made offers for Mills- 
Rockwell clients, notably Duke ElI- 
lington, Cab Calloway, the Mills 
| Bros. and Ruth Etting. 


va- 


| these, through their records, are " 


demand for foreten bookings. 


UNION EASY ON 
N. Y. BAND 
SPOTS 


Of the name bands holding down 
what are considered the nine choice 
dine and dance epots in New York 
only three combos are actually un- 
der the proiection of a guarantee 
that covers the full union scale. 








musicians’ local this season has 
been inclined to ease up on some of 
the stringent rules and permit or- 
chestra more than usual leeway in 
speculating with cafe or hotel op- 
erators on the cover charges. 
Loosening of the regulations has 


bands that have had to establish 
themselves: locally to order to be 
close by the agency for their com- 
mercial broadcasts. Case in point is 
the Ted Weems unit, which opens 
at the Pennsylvania Grill _ this 
Thursday (17). After Weems landed 
the Canada Dry contract the Penn 
was made available to him, but the 
local union demurred against his 
entry both on the grounds it con- 
flicted with the loeal’s rule prohib- 
iting an out of town band holding 
both spot and commercial pro- 
gram engagements and that the 
figure guaranteed by the hotel did 
not cover the required travelling 
scale. Penn’s offer to Weems guar- 
anteed $800 a week and a substan- 
tial split on the covers and bev- 
erages. But the union finally came 
through with its okay after Weems 
consented to make a $5,000 con- 
tribution to the organization’s un- 
employed members’ relief fund. 
Deal under which Paul White- 
man is operating at the Biltmore 
guarantees him nothing from the 
hotel. Underwriting here was done 
by the NBC Artists Service, which 
agreed to make up the difference 
on any week that the covers anid 








DOWNEY NO LIKE GIVING 
UP 207% COMMISH TO CBS 


Probability now is that when the 
Woodbury Soap program moves 
over to NBC Jan. 4 from the Co- 
lumbia network Morton Downey 
will go along with it. Warbler has 
rejected the new contract offered 
him by the CBS Artists Service to 
take the place of the one expiring 
Feb. 1 on the grounds that the guar- 
anteed income isn’t high enough. He 
also objects to giving up 20% of his 
radio and theatre salaries to CBS. 
Woodbury had optioned Donald 
Novis when it goes NE€ but 
chances are will be shifted to an- 
other of the agency’s (Lennon & 
Mitchell) accounts if and when 
Downey is set to move. 


Song Writers for Metro 


Dick Rodgers and Lorenz Hart 
are set with Metro on a musical 
talker, their first assignment on 
that lot. Team, in New York for a 
fortnight’s vacash, return to Holly- 
wood around Dec. 1. 

















| Rodgers and Hart will sit 


M-G-M, 
in on 
the added scenes of the Al Jolson- 
UA talker. 


3efore going over to 





Coast Bands Shift 





Holly wood, Nov. . 


Bin Hogan’s orchestra replaced 
the Slim Martin combo at the 
Frolics club, Culver City. 

Harry Owens, now at the Grand 
hotel, Santa Monica, goes to the 
Westward Ho, Phoenkx, starting, 
New Years eve. i 





| WEAF 


eral Petroleum Co., wae revealed 


beverage percentage failed to come 


‘up to $3,000. However, in all the 


six months that Whiteman has 
held down this stand there has 
been only one week, and that was 
early in the summer, that the net- 
work has had to dig, with the filler 
amounting to less than $300. Dur- 
ing this stretch the band on several 
weeks has netted as high as 4,700 
covers at a buck each. 





Olsen Band, Van, Shutta 
For G. M. on NBC Jan. 4 


Oldsmobile show with the George 
Olsen band, Gus Van and Ethel 
Shutta starts on NBC Jan. 4. Flat 
price paid by General Motors for 
the talent combination is $4,000, 
with the contract calling for a 
minimum of 13 weeks. 

Program is being spotted on an 
early evening release over the 
link, with the network’s 
traffic department now working on 
the clearing of the supplementary 
stations designated by GM. 





Frisco’s Heavy Romances 


San Francisco, Nov. 14. 

A series of marriages in loca} ra- 
dio ranks was brought to three this 
week when Eva Gruninger Atkin- 
son, NBC and opera soprano, filed 
notice of intention to wed Dr. 
Thomas Essington Gibson, dentist. 

Bill Schreier, KGGC announcer, 
married Ivy Beatrice Kennedy, sing- 
er, after a romance that started in 
the studios. 

Anita Bolton, see to Jennings 
Pierce, NBC chief announcer, was 
married four months ago to W. J.| 
Poynton, district manager of Gen- 





this week, 


Riviera |; 


also to| 


All of} 


With conditions what they are, the, 


applied particularly to out-of-town | 
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$825,000 ERPI Money Tied Up on Sam 





| 10 Best Sellers 


Pollowimg are the 10 best 
sheet music sellers for the 
week ending Noy. 12 as gath- 
ered from reports of sales 


made during that week by the 
leading music jobbers in New 
York: 


1. ‘All-American Girl’ (Feist). 
2. ‘Say It lisn’t So’ (Berlin). 
| 3. ‘Please’ (Famous). 
4. ‘Let's Put Out the 
(Harms). 
5. ‘How 


(Berlin). 
6. ‘Shantytown’ (Witmark. 
7. Little Street Where Old 
Friends Meet’ (Morris). 
&. ‘Play, Fiddle, 
(Marks). 
9. ‘Sweethearts 
| (Witmark), 
[ 10. ‘I'll Never Have to Dream’ 
(Feist). 


SOC. ASKS SUGGESTIONS 
ON RECLASSIFICATION 


American Society is trying to 
work out a new system for class- 
jification of the publisher mem- 
| bership. Admitting that the method 
,now in effect has outlived its use- 


Lights’ 


Deep Is the Ocean’ 


Play’ 


Forever’ 




















fulness and that a revised setup) 


| civing special consideration to the 
radio source of income is needed, 
ithe ASCAP board of directors has 
appointed a committee mull over any 
suggestions, for a _ reclassification 
scheme that are submitted. Making 
up the committee are Sol Bornstein, 
Bobby Crawford, Walter Douglas, 
Max Dreyfus and Gustav Schirmer, 

Among those who have handed in 
a reclassification plan is Larry 
Spier, general manager of Famous 
Music Corp. Spier system would 
split up the point division into five 
parts, with 60% or more of the 
points assigned to the performing 
phase of the society’s music. Un- 
der the Spier plan there would be 
set aside 10 points or less for lengin 
of membership in the Society, an- 
other 10 points or less take into 
consideration a member's standard 
catalog, a third 10 or less would 
apply to stage show affiliations, 
while the fourth 10 or less woull 
pertain to the standing of the pub- 
lishing house as regards the num- 
ber of songs turned over the pre- 
vious year, the number of hit tunes, 
ete. 

Remaining 60 points or so, as 
Spier has it figured out, would ap- 
ply to the actual number of per- 
formances, with an accurate system 
devised for clocking them on the 
air, in the theatre, dance spots, 
etc. Number of points for each of 
these mediums would be determined 
according to the proportion of an- 
nual income devised from such 
sources by the Society. 


- WBS Expands 


| World Broadcasting System has 
| taken over the studios in the Chi- 
| cago ‘Daily News’ building formerly 
used by WMAQ for dise recording | 
purposes. Same outfit has also 
taken a lease on space in the Met- 














Fox's Squawk; Southern Co. May Sue 





t - 

Division of the $825,000 received 
by the MPPA in settlement of the 
‘bootleg’ seat tax suit against ERPI 
is being held up by Sam Fox's re- 
fusai to accept the share allotted 
him. Unless Fox agrees to arbitrate 
his differences over the money, the 
MPPA declares that it will go into 
the Supreme Court and ask for the 
appointment of a referee to preside 
over the dispute. 

MPPA committee in charge of the 
divvy has set aside about one-sixth 
of the settlement coin as the share 
due Sam Fox Music Co. This share 
was based upon the points garnered 
by Sam Fox music over a period of 
five years, or the full term of the 
ERPI contract. Fox has rejected 
this method of accounting and is 
insisting that his cut on the settle- 
ment be figured on the picture 
music points his firm piled up the 
past two years only, which calculae 
tions would bring him about one«- 
third of the $825,000. 


Bowes, Arbiter 


Publishers makmg up the divvy 
committee have asked Fox to get 
together with them and select an 
outside arbitrator to settle the con- 
troversy. Among those already sug- 
gested to Fox for the assignment is 
Major Edward Bowes. 

As for the $60,000 claim made by 
the Southern ,Musie Co., RCA Vic- 
ter subsidiary, upon the ERPI pay- 
off, the MPPA committee ruled that 
the points submitted by that firm 
were invalid on the ground that re- 
bates had been made on the license 
fees collected and declared that 
Southern had no_rights at all in the 
settlement. MPPA, as a result of 
this move, anticipates a suit from 
this source, which will further tie 
up the distribution of the ERPI 
money. 
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ropolitan Studios in Hollywood. 

A. J. Kendrick has been trans- | 
ferred from here to take charge of 
the Chicago branch, while Pat 
Campbell will do the supervising on 
the Hollywood end, 





Upton-Kearns Teamed 


Frances Upton and Allen Kearns 
from legit are preparing a radio 
skit on a bid from NBC. It'll be 





chatter and songs, with terms de- |} 
pending on the result of two audi- 
tions, 

Couple were together in 
Crazy’ last season, 


‘Girl | 





‘Today’s Children’ Gets B. R. 
Chicago, Nov. 14. 
*‘Today’s Children,’ which has been 
sustaining for the past three months, ! 
be bank-rolled by! 


| will hene-fore 
| General Foods over WMAQ. Irma 
Phillips ie author-leading lady of 
the script, which includes Bess 
Johnson, Walter Wicker, Freddy 
Van, and Jean McGregor, 

Program is reported to have 
drawn as high as 39,000 etters 
weekly. j ?, 
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program every Wednesday, 11:4(5 
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| 
More and more songs are being published and all getting a good ride | 
on the radio, which is avidly devouring everything being fed it. Getting 
an air plug is virtually a cinch these days in view of the greed with 
which the mike feeds on the new pop songs. The tunes are popu- 


larized so speedily it behooves the publishers to rely on a multiplicity 


of product—figuring that the accumulated turnover of copies will mean 


This, 
perhaps something of more lasting quality, with attendant larger sales, 


something for economic survival. coupled with the chance that 





is about the remaining hope for the publishers’ existence. 
I I 


Incidentally this has accounted for so many obscure show tunes get- 
About 


and ‘Flying Colors’ are all getting a good whirl. 


ting a radio ride. a half dozen each from ‘Vanities,’ ‘Ballyhoo 


Less conspicuous tunes 


are coming to as much attention as the accredited ‘hits’ of each show, 


for the bigger band leaders proceed on the theory that everybody’ll play 
the hits, hence their distinction in picking on the lesser known airs. This 
has accounted for ‘Louisiana Hayride,’ for example, from ‘Flying Colors,’ 
enjoying such a vogue, although there are two or three other tunes in 
the Arthur Schwartz score of more popular appeal. 

These show tunes, getting such a play, are reacting in 
favor, according to the Harms people, publishers of the scores, as the 
musicals are not overly strong. In the past a firm like Harms was most 
meticulous about restricting radio performance either on its own initia- 
tive or the demands of the hit show producers who rightfully have main- 
tained that such over-exploitation kills off their shows. However, in 
these instances the ether is counted on for builder-uppering purposes, 
and everything is released. Harms, in the past, concentrated on only 
one or two show tunes, usually trading permission to perform one show 
hit in exchange for a plug of a more difficult song that has yet to be 
made. Jerome Kern, on the other hand, restricts everything of his from 
the ether—with but rare exceptions—on the theory that the bands kill 
him off at the box office. 


the shows’ 





The original Dixieland Jazz Band with Their Orchestra, an elabora- 
tion of twice the personnel of the original jazz pioneers, is being reor- 
ganized under Nat Cook’s direction with only Eddie Edwards, trom- 
bonist, and Tony Spargo, drummer, of the criginal band in the person- 
nel. Larry Shields, the hot clarinetist of the original Dixielanders, is 
retired in Chicago, as is Nick LaRocca, who was the business head of 
the quintet. LaRocca ‘lost his lip’ for trumpeteering some time ago 
and is doing nicely on his income, with his family in New Orleans. 
Henry Ragas is dead. 

Cook has spotted Kendall Capps, dancer and musician, to be the fig- 
urehead in front of the band. Capps was formerly an m. ec. 

The Dixieland Jazz Band is planning to remake for Victor some of 
their old best sellers, most of which were also composed by the bunch 
in ensemble, including ‘Tiger Rag,’ ‘Bugle Call Rag,’ ‘Livery Stabie 
Blues,’ ‘Clarinet Marmalade,’ ‘Margie,’ ‘Fidgety Feet’ and ‘St. Louis 
Blues,’ which titles incidentally constitute perhaps the cream of jazzique 
Americana. 


J. Russel Robinson, contemporary songwriter, was a latterly addition 
to the Original Dixieland Jazz Band. 





Dance combos with a noontime network pickup from dine-and-hoof 
spots are coming in from considerably more attention from the pub- 
lishers’ reps who do the song placing. It’s because the sheet music men 
have found that the plug value here has almost as high a rating as it 
would on an evening release. These mid-day broadcasts may not get 
the young and single element but they are heard by the younger house- 
wife set and the latter constitute an equally important source of sheet 
music buyers, say the publishers. 

As a case of what these mid-day plugs can do to stimulate the sale of 
sheet music Shapiro, Bernstein cites Johnny Marvin and ‘At the Close of 
a Long, Long Day.’ -It’s the Marvin signature number and to this chan- 
nel does the publishing house attribute the song’s reaction on the sales 
chart, 


The MPPA admits it’s having a tough time trying to split up the 
$850,000 it has received from ERPI in settlement of the ‘bootleg’ seat 
tax. Rather than leave the allocation to accountant unacquainted with 
the trade angles of the business or the standings of the claimant pub- 
lishers, the MPPA appointed a committee from its cwn membership to 
do the divvying. 

Group now engaged in cutting up the melon consists of Walter Fisher, 
chairman, Sam Fox, Gustax Schirmer, Bobby Crawford and Sol Born- 
stein. Under immediate consideration is the lump sum of $500,000, paid 
over by ERPI as the initial payment of the settlement. Balance was 
covered by a series of notes extending over a period of a year. 





RCA Victot’s revival of the ‘His Master’s Voice’ Victor dog is now 
being applied to the new Victor bi-acoustic radio. The Victor dog, one 
of the most famous trademarks, was revived by the RCA at dealers’ in- 
sistance. The slogan was literally translated into almost every language 
in the world and the Victor product was often ordered not by that product 
label but under the ‘master’s voice’ monicker. In England, the H.M.V. 
disks carried no other name. 

When Victor sales fell off so sharply the franchise-holders demanded 
revival of the famous dog, with Victor carrying the thought through to 
the radio sets as well. 


Regarded as of pertinent bearing upon the two suits brought by Max 
Mayer of Richmond-Mayer Music Corp. against the MDS and the pub- 
lisher-members is the decision recently handed down by the U. S. Dis- 
trict Court, western division of Virginia, in connection with the govern- 
ment’s conspiracy suit against Appalachian Coals, Inc. Court ruled that 
although the coal selling and distributing ccmbine had been organized to 
‘relieve deplorable conditions existing in the coal industry, resulting from 
destructive competition and wasteful trade practices,’ the plan was in 
violation of the Sherman anti-trust act. 


Wayne King and Andrew Karzas have patched up their differences 
which for a time kept King off WGN, Chicago. Orchestra leader squab- 
bled with his boss at Aragon ballroom over a number of matters among 
them, but not most important, Karzas feeling that King was neglecting 
the ballroom patronage for his radio audience and not playing enough 
music for the dancers. 
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“STRANGE INTERLUDE” | 
“—AND SO TO BED” 
“LISTEN TO THE GERMAN BAND" 
(Hits on Two Continents) 


MILLER MUSIC, INC. 


62 West 45th Street 
Vanderbilt 3-3035 
New York City 








Meyer Horowitz is contemplating 
moving his Village Grove Nut Club 
ito a new Village location, opposite 
the present site. 
Matter of capacity 
set-up of the 


physical 
the 


and 


room prompts 
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No Prizes? 


Birmingham, Nov. 14. 
A new low in night club 
prices is revealed by The Barn 
of Memphis. Club is advertis- 
ing dinners, etc., with nothing 
over two bits. 
Also a free spaghetti dinner. 
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$235,000 POP. 
MUSIC SOLD 
IN OCT. 


Pretty accurate estimate of the 
wholesale turnover of the pop phase | 
of the music publishing business 
can be obtained from the aggregate | 
business handled by the Music! 
Dealers Service, Inc. Distributing | 
combine, which clears about 95% of | 
the pop music now, did a total of 
$235,000 in October. 

Month before, the initial stretch 
of its operation, the MDS did 
slightly over $167,000. 











VICTOR’S BOUQUET 


Held a Plaster "Midst the Flowers 
—Lombardo Must Stand Exam 








Guy Lombardo will have to stand 
examination before trial in connec- 
tion with the breach of contract 
suit brought by RCA Victor. Rul- 
ing to this effect was made by Su- 
preme Court Justice Shientag in 
answer to Lombardo’s.plea for an 
order vacating the notice of ex- 
amination. 

Victor is suing on what it claims 
to be a two-year contract on the 
Lombardo band’s exclusive record- 
ing services. Action was filed 
shortly after Lombardo went over 
to Brunswick. Band leader was 
served with the papers during his 
opening night at the Roosevelt 
hotel last season. 

During the excitement of the oc- 
casion Lombardo readily accepted 
a bouquet that was handed up to 
him on the bandstand. Buried in 
the bouquet was the summons. 





Femme Jazzistes Reorg.; 
Bon Johns New Leader 


Original 14 Bricktops, long a 
standard vaude act, has been ac- 
quired by Frank Fishman of Har- 
risburg, Pa., who will tour them in 
midwest ballrooms and radio sta- 
tions. 

The band has been revamped 
with complete change of personnel, 
younger girls replacing many of the 
older members who have been with 
the combo for years. Bobbie Grice, 
many years director of the band, 
has been replaced by Bon Johns, 
who has had her own band in 
vaudeville. 


Veil Off-Dance Hall 


Old Silver Slipper on Broadway, 
which took the padlock veil for a 
spell, reopens Thanksgiving Eve as 
the Cosmopolitan Casino, dance 
hall. 








HERE AND THERE 


Gerald Marks in from Detro: 
with a flock of new ditties. 


Chico de Verdi’s orchestra at the 
Cafe de Paree, formerly the La- 
fayette, Los Angeles, and has one 
hour nightly over KFAC., 


Georgie Joy (Berlin’s), did a 
Prince of Wales and now has his 
collar-bone in tape. r 


Harry Bloom has been admitted 
as a publisher member to the Amer- 
ican Society. 


Ray Toland is now playing at the 
Detroit Leland Hotel. Toland was 
formerly with Rudy Vallee and left 
to form his own band, 


Billy Chandler now doing radio 
and professional contracteering for 
Olman Music. 





Ben Edwards has ‘joined the Joe 
Morris Music Co, professional de- 








move. 
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New York, Nov. 7. 
Gus Van is the attraction at 
Meve Horowitz's Village tarn 
resta ivrant in Greenwich Village, a 
lnovel.y in rustic motif in being 


‘Russell 
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VILLAGE BARN 


nite club. 
ends for 
astute 


New York's sole country 
That's where the novelty 
Horowitz, an otherwise 
Greenwich Village impresario, who 
has made his Village Grove Nut 
Chub somewhat of a metropolitan 
institution, has a very conventional 
floor show at the Barn. 

It offers little more than what 
is to be had at so many other nite 


spots. There’s nothing particularly 
rustic about Van, Betty Froos 
(Svivia’s sister), with her songs; 


Betty Dodge (the other Dodge Twin 
is married and expectant), with her 
dances; Mackie and LaVelle, okay 
enough knockabout acro-dancers; 
Townsend and Bold, and Enters and 
Borgio, some more ballroom dan- 
cers; and Ina Ray, specialty hoofer. 
That's the talent lineup in addition 
to Joe Furst’s nifty NBC orchestra 
which is further distinguished by 
Furst being a dead ringer for Vince 
Barnett. 

The $2 minimum check and $3 
on Saturdays and holidays (no cou- 
vert) is no bargain considering the 
present-day scale of things. As a 
matter of fact, when it comes into 
that class of nitery, the Hollywood 
restaurant’s lavish floor show 
makes all the others suffer by com- 
parison. 

Horowitz has a very cute card 
explaining all about the cost of the 
entertainment making the $3 min- 
imum imperative, etc., but in view 
of the geographical problem he has 
to contend with, it’s going to be no 
cinch for Van or anybody else to 
draw ’em to West 8th street. 

The Village Barn started out as 
a freak with Sheriff Joe Medders 
and lots of bucolic trimmin’s which 
are still in evidence, including a 
clever intimate angle of decorating 
the walls with personality phrases 
by newspapermen and radio per- 
sonalities, Abel. 


EL GARRON 


New York, Nov. 9. 
Class midtown nite spot, with a 
$3 couvert (it was $4 on Saturdays 
until recently when the $3 thing 
obtained straight), is under the 
same management as the equally 
swank El Patio. Both are in the 
Times Sq. sector and both are of 





Ramon and Rosita’s management- 
ownership. 
The Garron like the Patio is 


primed for that Continental thing, 
with a tango orchestra augmenting 
Leon Belasco’s corking rhythm- 
pators. Belasco, too, has a touch 
of the old world in his music, mix- 
ing up the American tunes with 
characteristic Russian, French and 
German tangos and folk songs. 
With it there’s a smart little floor 
show which Dora Maughan paces. 
Georges Fontana and Anna Lud- 
milla are the name attraction but 
nothing like the draw of the old 
Moss and Fontana. Miss Ludmilla, 
charming enough and a finished 
danseuse, shows her ballerina 
schooling, which is oke for the stage 
but lacks in an intimate class spot 
such as the Garron. There’s also 
Johns, nice personality 
pianologist, Who succeeded DeLys 
and Clark, here ever since the room 
opened. 

Johns has a nice personality and 
evidences the whyfore of his gen- 
eral adaptability for class. nite 
spotting in any Anglo-American lo- 
cale. He’s an American, just re- 
turned from England. 
toire includes ‘It Would Be Won- 
derful,’ from the European success- 
ful ‘White Horse Inn’ operetta. 

Miss Maughan’s work is standard, 
forte on the clever lyric, and a nat- 
ural for a conservative spot such 
as this. 

The room is Moroccoan, with its 
colorful reds and blues a nice flash, 
contrasted to the original decora- 
tions which were more subdued 
when the El Garron was designed 
as a replica of the old Garron, 
Paris. 

Situated in a building owned by 
the management, there’s no 3 a.m. 
curfew and 5-6 a.m. sessions are a 
regular thing. It gets a bigger late 
crowd than early most often, the 
crowd shifting over from the sis- 
ter Patio and other niteries. 

Abel. 


BISMARCK HOTEL 


Chicago, Nov. 10. 

Art Kassell has returned to the 
Eitel tavern for his third consecutive 
season. Depression has cut one man 
off the payroll. It’s now 10 men in- 
stead of 11, with Kassell at the sax- 
ophone himself a good deal of the 
time. Otherwise the personnel is 
intact. 

For a novelty Kassel has a new 
type of harp-vibratone-celeste, the | 
first of its kind in a hotel dining | 
room. This is operated by a special | 
keyboard appended to the piano. 
Sound chamber is about the size of | 
a picture theatre organ console. | 








partment, 


This instrument performs an impor- 


His reper- |}tWwo-year contract with 


ROBB 
cor”. 


tant function in the rendition of 
‘Hell's Bells,’ the satanic tarantella 
composed by Kassel and now hig 
trade mark as well as the No, 4 
release at present on the Columbia 
list locally. 

Another novelty is Kassell’s use 
of one of the busboys, Chico, a Mexe 
ican speaking very little or no Eng- 
lish. Chico sings in Spanish duri 


ng 
a couple of rumbas. His voice ig 
especially good for the radio. While 


many people are prone to smell a 
mouse, Chico is a bonafide busboy 
in the dining room. After finishine 

(Continued on page 63) ~ 





Retrenchment Closes 
Tiajuana Play Spot 


Mexico City, Nov. s. 

After ten year of continuous op. 
eration, the Foreign Club, gaming 
and drinking station which 
big draw for American visitors to 
Tiajuana, has closed. Seems biz 
was okay, but wrangles between 
management and employees about 
pay, durations of shifts, vacations, 
etc., prompted the closing. 

Management desired to reduce 
staff and cut pay of those retained, 
propositions which employees no 
liked to extent of threatening a 
strike. Management beat them to 
shut down. 


Tex’s Gang of 27 


was a 





Texas Guinan took a 27-people 
troupe of Americans, including 
Tracy and Gale, along to Montreal, 
where she started a return engage- 
ment at the Frolics cafe last week. 
Like the summer run, this one’s 
also on percentage. 

Tex's booking is for eight weeks, 
including New Year’s Eve. 


Coslow on KHJ 


Los Angeles, Nov. 14. 
Sam Coslow will be used as the 
star attraction on the California 
Melodies hour over CBS, Saturday 
(19) from KHJ. 
Coslow will sing several of his 
own compositions. He also will be 
spotted on other KHJ programs. 


Music Writers Writing 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Ralph Rainger is writing the 
songs for the Mae West picture, 
‘Ruby Red,’ at Paramount. 
Sam Coslow and Arthur Johnston 
are doing the score for Kata 
Smith’s ‘Moon Song’ (Par). 














Marlo Leaves MDS 


Latest publishing house to sever 
its connection with the Music 
Dealers’ Service, Inc., is the Marlo 
Music Corp. 

Claiming that the sales coming 
through MDS channels did not suf- 
fice to make continuance of the dis- 
tributing arrangement profitable, 
Marlo asked for a release from its 
the com- 
bine and got it. 


Film Song Discs Lead 


The Hague, Nov. 2. 
A survey of disc sales here re- 
veals a big majority of records 
taken from German sound-films. 
Compilation shows: German film 
songs, 30%; jazz numbers, 25°: 
other dancing records, 25%; opera 
and overtures, 20%. 
German records mostly are made 
by Lindstroem concern, while of 








American discs the Brunswick rec- 
ords are in favor. 
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Editor Tossed Out 

Last Monday (7), D. W. Scripps, 
owner with his sister of the 
Scripps-Canfield chain of newspa- 
pers on the Coast, walked into the 
editorial offices of his Los Angeles 
‘Record’ between editions and dis- 
charged H. B. R. Briggs, for 15 
years editor and publisher of the 
daily. Succeeding Briggs is Neal 
Jones, one-time managing editor of 
the Omaha Daily ‘News,’ and later 
editor of the Scripps-Canfield 
Seattle ‘Star.’ 

Discharge of Briggs came through 
his continued attacks on the Rev. 
Robert ‘Fighting Bob’ Shuler, pro- 
hibition candidate for United States 
senator. For five years, Shuler, un- 
til the Federal Radio Commission 
revoked his license, panned the 
‘Record’ as a yellow sheet in his 
thrice weekly broadcasts. When the 
paper was cited for contempt of 
court, Shuler appeared against it 
as a witness. William Gibbs Mc- 
Adoo acted as the paper’s attorney. 
Record’ supported McAdoo’s politi- 
cal campaign, until Scripps walked 
into the editorial rooms Nov. 7 
with the second edition coming off 
the press. 

When the third edition came on 
the streets, McAdoo had disappeared 
from the paper as a political can- 
didate for office. In his place were 
the smiling photographs of ‘Fight- 
ing Bob’ and his wife, with the an- 
nouncement that a last minute 
switch had been made in the edi- 
torial policy of the paper regarding 
Shuler. No mention was made of 
Briggs’ discharge. 

Final tabulation of election re- 
turns found Shuler trailing McAdoo 
by 150,000 votes. For two days fol- 
lowing the ‘Record’s’ switch, sev- 
eral thousand subscribers phoned in 
their objections and in most cases 
cancelled their subscriptions. Gen- 
eral feeling is that the paper will 
suffer a decline through its support 
of Shuler. Present circulation is 
around 51,000 daily, smallest in town 
with the exception of the Holly- 
wood ‘Citizen-News’ which has 
climbed to about 30,000 daily in the 
Past six months since the ‘Citizen’ 
and ‘News’ merged. Previous to 
the merging, both Hollywood dailies 
had a circulation of about 10,000 
each. 





Golden’s 3-By-Lines 
Robert Golden’ discovered he 


Cincinnati staff writer for the ‘Bill- 
board.’ It needed six years though 
for Golden to find out his trouble, 
but now he has gone back to the 
daily newspaper work . 

As Gasoline Bill Baker, Golden op- 
erated a weekly department for the 
pitch man of the outdoor amuse- 
ment field. Pitchmen could really 
be called pick-up men rather; they 
pick-up anything they can and 
anywhere they can. When through 
with his pitching for the week, Gol- 
den became Bob Emmett and told 
a few minstrel men left in America 
what a pity it was the business had 
gone to hell. 

At other times he was just Rob- 
ert Golden, the dramatic stock 
editor of the paper. His show ex- 
perience on the ‘Billboard’ after six 
years should qualify Golden to Le 
all the dramatic and film depart- 
ments of any two or three dailies, 
and then he’d probably find plenty 
of time for golf. 





New Dime Pulps 

That trio of new pulp mags on 
which Harry Steeger and Harold S. 
Goldsmith have been at work the 
past few months, are out in a 
group. It’s a new Steeger-Gold- 
smith subsidiary under the trade- 
mark of ‘Popular Publications,’ and 
includes ‘Dime Western ~ ‘agazine,’ 
‘Dime Mystery Book Magazine’ and 
‘Battle Birds,’ also a dime. 

Ten-cent price of the trio of new 
mags indicates the trend to lower 
sales price for pulps. New Dell 
pulps are even lower-priced, selling 
for a nickel. 

Numerous new pulps a boon to 
the lesser scribblers who, up till 
six months ago, had seen their 
markets graduaily growing smaller. 
With the many new pulps it’s like 
old times again, even if some of 
them are paying only a cent a 
word, and some on publication, too. 





‘Shopper’ to Start 
N. Y. ‘Retail Shopper,’ announced 
s0me months ago, was delayed in its 
Start, but is now ready to go to 
Publication. Paper will be delivered 
to 500,000 home gratis. Work will 


c. Williams, executive v.p., and 
Louis Schwarts, sec-treas. The 
stores will not hold stock, as is 


usual in such ventures, but will con- 
trol the policies through an advis- 
ory council of advertisers. Line 
rate will be based on actual cost ef 
production, with as low as 25¢ on 
large contracts. 





Ballou Holding On 


Robert O. Ballou is holding on to 
the books and authors he brought 
with him to Brewer, Warren & Put- 
nam, and those properties did not 
figure in the sale of Brewer, Warren 
& Putnam to Harcourt, Brace. It’s 
the intention of Ballou to issue 
them on his own, marking his sec- 
ond embarkation into book publish- 
ing within the past vear. 

Ballou, when breaking away from 
Jonathan Cape, the British publish- 
er, took a number of literary prop- 
erties with him to Brewer, Warren 
& Putnam. Understood at the time 
that Ballou became a firm member 
although his name was not added 
to that of the triumvirate. 

Reported, also, that Ballou offered 
to run Brewer, Warren & Putnam 
entirely on his own when the dis- 
posal plan came up for discussion. 
Thus when the firm went to Har- 
court, Brace, Ballou retained his 
own books and authors, at least. 

Ballou has taken a temporary of- 
fice until he can fully organize. 
Won't say as yet who, if any one, 
will be associated with him. 





Winchell Faces Suit 


Walter Winchell and the ‘Daily 
Mirror’ will have to stand trial on 
the $100,000 libel suit brought by 
Georgette Carneal, author of ‘Great 
Day. Appellate Division last week 
refused to set aside a Supreme 
Court order denying the Winchell- 
Mirror motion for a dismissal of the 
suit. 

Writer brought her action against 
the columnist and tab following the 
appearance in the Winchell column 
of April 1, 1932, of a line reading, 
‘Helen Woodward rewrote Georgette 
Carneal’s tome ‘Great Day’.” Imme- 
diately after the complaint was filed 
Winchell and the sheet asked for a 
dismissal of the suit on the grounds 
that its cause was insufficient, but 
Supreme Court Justice Ford held 
that, to him, the language com- 
plained of tended to injure Miss 
Carneal in her profession as an 
author. 





Press Photog Gets L. H. 


Tapping a press photographer for 
the legion of honor is a new break 
for the blank-plate boys. Rating 
goes to Louis Piston, 45 years snap- 
ping celebs and regal mob around 
Paris. 

Honor, oddly, came for non-per- 
formance of duty rether than ex- 
cellence of prints. Piston with other 
cameramen saw the shooting of 
President Doumer by a Russian nut, 
Gorguloff, sincs guillotined. 

Rest snapped everything they 
could get. Piston instead crowned 
Gorguloff with his camera in an 
effort to K.O. the killer. 

Went home plateless as a result, 
but can now sit for his own photo- 
graph as an office of the Legion of 
Honor. 





New Radical 


Everything is in readiness for the 
publication of a pretentious new 
mag, a weekly, ‘Common Sense,’ 
which, its sponsors hope, will be 
the leading organ of radical thought 
on current topics. Will cover a 
wide range of subjects, from the 
theatre to politics, and contain fic- 
tion also. Illustrated. 

The publication will be edited by 
a board of four, comprising Walter 
Liggett, Alfred M. Bingham, C, C. 
Nicolet and Sheldon Rodman. A 
larger group, in addition, will act in 
an advisory capacity. 





‘Sun’s’ Night Life 

New York ‘Evening Sun’ is now 
carrying cafe advertising under the 
heading of ‘Night Life.’ It is paid 
advertising in alphabetical order 
quite similar to the directory form 
used by legit theatres and appears 
on the same page as the latter. 

The department was started by 
Neil Kingsley. Rate is 53c per line, 
as against the 88c line rate for 
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‘Light in August’ ($2.50) 





Best Sellers 


Best Sellers for the week ending November 12, as reported by 


the American News Co., Inc. 
Fiction 
‘Invitation to the Waltz’ ($2.00)...........+..By Rosamond Lshman 


‘Mutiny on the Bounty’ ($2.50).By James N. Hall and Chas. Nordhoff 





s,s oss eee de wuldbebe ne By Charles Morgan 
ET SED -5.6506bh0i04)06'n0censionee=s By Phyllis Bentley 
‘Narrow Corner’ ($2.50) ..........:. ssee+.-By W. Somerset Maugham 
Non-Fiction 
‘March of Democracy’ ($3.50) ...... «+.+-By James Truslow Adams 
‘Death in the Afternoon’ ($3.50).............- By Ernest Hemingway 
‘Princess Marries the Page’ ($2.00)...... By Edna St. Vincent Millay 
“Seams We Bae we GEeD Ke octctccccices By Abbe Ernest Dimnet 


ceeececccecs By William Faulkner 








Favorite indoor sport, or rather 
business, in the book publishing 
houses just now is dislodging scrib- 
blers from their old anchorages. 
Raids on each other’s authors 
growing to tall proportions, and a 
publisher, to retain a scribbler who 
turns out the stuq that sells, has 
to keep him under lock and key. 


Notable changes in _ publisers’ 
lists have occurred the past year. 

Loyalties, service and the rest of 
the things hat used to keep a scrib- 
bler tied to a publisher don’t mean 
anything any more. The one that 
offers the most money counts now. 


Used to be a time when scrib- 
blers were bound to publishers by 
every tie but money. Money didn't 
count. And there was an unwrit- 
ten code of ethics between pub- 
lishers as regards scribblers, at 
least. It’s all different now. Pub- 
lishers no fonger want to make 
seribblers. Many of them won't 
even read first novels. They want 
the writer whose stuff is selling, and 
they will pay handsomely to wean 
him away from the competiting 
publisher. 


Changeovers of egcribblers in the 
past year includes some of the big- 
gest of writing names, writers who 
have been in one publisher's lists 
for years. 


Pronounced example was Charles 
Morgan’s capture by Houghton, 
Mifflin. Knopf introduced Morgan’s 
‘The Fountain’ over here, and the 
book for an extended period headed 
all best-seller lists. When _ that 
happened Houghton, Mifflin took 
Morgan from Knopf at terms far 
in excess of what Knopf could do. 
Another important change over 
was that of Harold Bell Wright to 
Harper. Guided by Appleton over 
many years, Wright had been built 
up to a point where the sales of 
his books reached into the millions. 
Going on another raid, Harper 
swept in Louis Bromfield, also a 
best seller and a Pulitzer prize 
winner. It was Stokes’ loss. 
Like Harper, Houghton, Mifflin 
not content with a single capture. 
In addition to Charles Morgan, 
Houghton, Mifflin has taken J. P. 
McEvoy from Simon & Schuster, 
and Radclyffe Hall from Covici, 
Friede. Miss Hall came to notice 
with her ‘Well of Loneliness.’ 

Of numerous other raids on the 
ranks of scribblers, additional out- 
standing ones have been — Live- 
right’s capture of Tiffany Thayer 
from Clande Kendall, and Farrar 
& Rinehart’s acquisition of Colette 
from Putnam, 





For the Dance 

‘Dance Events,’ an _ eight-page 
weekly, its initial bow first week in| 
November with J. A. Greenberg as 
editor. Announced idea is to pro- 
vide dancers with information of 
dance events, to promote attendance 
through advertisement and theatre 
parties and to promote the art gen- 
erally. 

First issue was only 8 pages, as 
a sample, but will up to 16. Will 
give attention to dance events in 
regular shows, but chiefly to an- 
nounce recitals, 





Tea and Talk 
Authors League Fund Bundle 
Shop, campaigning for money with 
which to aid indigent scribblers, 
has arranged a series of six Sun- 





theatres. Requirement is 30 inser- 
tions, the list appearing three times | 








be done by Donnelly corp., which 
handles and distributes telephone 
red books. Distribution will be in 
Sections most likely to patronize the 
advertising stores. 

Pubs will be N. Y. Retail Shopper, | 
Inc., with Morris Cohen, pres.; Geo. 


\ 


weekly over a period of 10! 
weeks. 
| 
Vines’ Two for Spautding 
Elsworth Vines has signed a con- | 
tract to do two books for A. G 
Spaulding. One will be on ‘Tennis’ 


ence in championship matches, 
Deal was made by 
Sper syndicate. 


and the other narrating his experi- | 


the Norman 


day afternoon teas to be held at 


‘Van Loon’s Geography’ ($3.75) By Hendrick Willon Van Loon 
ee WE OS ciccccessceresos By James Truslow Adams 
Piratical Pubs. win), Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Barton 


land Mr. and Mrs. Tony Sarge. 


| Talks and other matters of in- 
| terest to the literati will be a fea- 
iture of each of the teas. Katharine 


Brush and Richard Crooks will be 
| the speakers at the first of the teas, 
| to be given at the Brewsters. 

i] 


j —_-—_ — 


Tried on the Dog 

Before he signed to write a daily 
religious article of 500 words for 
United Feature Syndicate, Dr. 
seph Fort Newton, well-known 
| Philadelphia clergyman, sent a 
dozen samples to the editors of daily 
papers, asking for ‘ruthless criti- 
cism.’ Reaction of eds. was so fa- 
vorable that Dr. Newton, who edits 
a sermons-of-the-month column for 
McCall’s Magazine, decided to g0 
ahead with the daily-talk feature. 


Dr. Newton was recommended to 
Monte Bourijaily, genera] manager 
of United Feature Syndicate, by 
Malcolm W. Bingay, editorial direc- 
tor of the Detroit ‘Free Press.’ 





Sam’s New Way 


Sam Warshawsky, ex-pic p.a., 
after collecting five advance royal- 
ties from as many legit managers on 
his play, ‘Woman of Destiny,’ got 
tired of it all and novelized the 
story for ‘Woman’s Home Compan- 
ion,’ which purchased it. 

Now Sam figures the mag serial 
will improve his chances for the 
play’s production. 





Hearst’s Embarrassment 
A blow to William Randolph 
Hearst was the discovery by him 
that the $600,000 mortgage on his 
San Simeon ranch is held by Harry 


Chandler, his longtime enemy and 
publisher of the Los Angeles 
‘Times.’ Chandler got control of 


the mortgage through buying up 
units of the paper which was too 
large for a single bank in the San 
Simeon territory to handle. 





Kathlyn Hayden On Coast 


Kathlyn Hayden has returned to 
the coast representing London 
‘People,’ and a string of Amalga- 
mated papers and magazines in 
England. Miss Hayden spent two 
months around the _ studios last 
summer, but is now back to have 
a permanent correspondent’s post 





in Hollywood. 





Robert Foresman Dead 


Robert Foresman, 76, one of the 
founders of Scott, Foresman & Co., 
died in New York of a heart attack 
Nov. 10. He was a writer and col- 
lator as well as publisher, his sub- 
ject being music, and in his late 
years he had given most time to 
the furthering of singing in the 
public schools, 





Tagging Winchell 

Reason for the Walter Winchell- 
Jimmy Starr feud is laid to the wife 
of the latter. When introduced te 
Winchell she is said to have 
acknowledged the honor by saying, 
‘So you are Jimmy’s rival.’—-From 
‘Variety’s Hollywood Bulletin.’ 





Real Names of Authors 
Anthony Abbot, author of ‘About 
the Murder of the Circus Queen,’ is 
Fulton Oursler. Ralph Connor, who 





the home of as many prominent 
members of the Authors’ League. | 
First is scheduled for Nov. 20, with} 
the others to follow monthly. Tar-4 


| iff is $5 for each, or $3 each for the | 


series 


Those at whose places the teas} 
| are to be held are Mr. and Mrs 
John Hull Brewster, Mr. and Mrs 
Arthur Guiterman, Mr. and Mrs |? 
Everett Dean Martin, Mr. and 
dirs. ill Irwin (inez Haynes Ir-| 


wrote ‘Arm of Gold,’ is Charles 
William Gorden. Maxim xorky, 
whose newest book is ‘Days With 
Lenin,’ is Alexei Maximovich 


Pyeshkoff. 





Jo- | 


a 


Eisenstein and Sinclair 


The other side of the Hollywood 
| fable is given in the first available@ 
| insight or. Sergei Eisenstein’s ex. 
| perience in Hollywood and Mexica 
| Inside comes from a letter just are 

rived from the Russ director in 
| which he explains that after he was 
‘rescued’ from Hollywood, he exe 
perienced actual interference for the 
first time in a serious way. 

First Eisenstein repeats the now 
familiar story of himself going to 
Hollywood and the Paramount lot 
on Jesse Lasky’s assurance that he 
would be given a free hand. ‘And, 
of course, they wouldn't let me 
alone.’ 

‘But,’ goes on Eisenstein, ‘] have 
learned that it could have been 
worse. A nice liberal Socialist 
named Upton Sinclair decided to 
give me a chance. He rescued me 
from the wicked Hollywood capital- 
ists. He told me to go to Mexico 
and use my own judgment on mak- 


ing a film there, He gave me 
enough money and again, a free 
hand. I went to Mexico and shot 
about 220,000 feet of film. And 


when I was through I wasn’t even 
allowed to edit, cut, or handle the 
footage in any manner or way be- 
cause Mr, Sinclair had decided to 
do some editing on his own.’ 

At which point Eisenstein reaches 
inside himself for use of a sense of 
f{humor. He rushed right back to 
tussia, he says, and started work 
on his first comedy. He has no 
squawk coming, but— 

And that but—‘I’'m sure that the 
Hollywood folks, in their most tn- 
terfering moments, wouldn’t do that 
to a director—take away from him 
the right to assemble his own film, 
the right to decide what he wants 
kept in and what thrown out.’ 





Copyright Counsel 

John J. Wildberg, formerly with 
the Paramount-Publix legal staff as 
copyright specialist, has become 
counsel to the American Fiction 
Guild, which includes among its 
membership the leading pulp mag 
writers. 


Paul Cowles an Editor 

Paul Cowles, who retired recently 
as executive assistant to the gen- 
eral manager of Associated Press, 
has assumed editorial management 
of the Santa Barbara, Calif., ‘Morn- 
ing Press. Paper will continue 
Republican under his direction. 


Now It’s ‘Shane’ 

Peggy Shine has adopted that 
signature since her marriage to Ted 
Shayne. Previously used ‘Wood- 
ward Boyd’ when contributing to 
Scribners. Her first book under the 
new name, ‘Tangled Wives,’ is just 
out, published by Claude Kendall. 
Deftly woven crime mystery along 
new lines, and should get the 
reader. 


Chatter 
Fannie Fox, who has a piece in 
the current ‘Cosmopolitan,’ is Edna 
Ferber’s sister. 


Margaret Ayer Barnes in town. 


Chaliapin’s autobiography hitting 
Paris whilst he himself is hitting 
celluloid on the Riviera, 

Harry Hansen is the new chair- 
man of the O. Henry Memorial 
Award Committee, succeeding Dr, 
Blanche Colton Williams. 

Barbara Starke back. 

Harry A. Franck wants sugges- 
tion as to which country to visit 
next—and write about. 

John J. Wildberg national coun- 
sellor for the American Fiction 
Guild. Copyright lawyer formerly 
on legal staff of Paramount. 

Knopf is bringing out Chaliapin’s 
autobiography, ‘Man and Mask’ in 
Feb. Russian basso got into N. Y¥. 
Nov. 10 on the Bremen. 

Genevieve Taggard, author of 
‘The Life of Emily Dickinson,’ {is 
lecturing on the poet before college 
groups. Miss Taggard, who is @ 
poet herself and the writer of a 
volume entitled ‘For Eager Lovers,’ 
is connected with the Experimental 
College, recently established in 
Bennington, Vt. She passed her 
early years in Hawaii. 
Lester Cohen coming 
place a new novel. 

John Drinkwater here. 
Literary Guild has picked Isabel 
Patterson’s ‘Never Ask the End’ for 
January. 

Lynd Ward has another novel in 
woodcuts, called ‘Wild Pilgrimage.’ 





East to 





*Mirror’s’ New Col. | 
Howard Brubaker, most recently | 
contributing to the ‘New Yorker,’ | 
has been added to the N. Y. ‘Mir- 
or’s’ staff of columnists and 
started his 4 column yesterday 
(Mon). 


‘Modern Quarterly’ goes monthly 
in January. 

Isabel Wilder, who is Thornton 
Wilder’s sister, has placed her first 
novel. 

Lewis Browns lecturing. 

Guido di Napoll, the voice cul- 
iturist, back from Europe, is putting 


(Continued on page 62) 
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| receiver. 


Hollywood Scenario agency sued 
for $3/3 advertising services by an 
assignee of Graham Hughes. 

Southern California Tel: pe Co. 
filed Municipal court suit against | 
Jeannette Lofft to collect a bill of 


$449 allezed to be due since Novem- 
ber, 1930. 





Mulnay Leasing Corp. of New 
York, operating the Edison hotel, 
brought suit in Municipal court 


against Ben Blue. to recover $89.66 
on a check that it is claimed he 
endorsed and against Carter De 
Haven for $44 rent. 





Sol Pincus, San Francisco press 
agent, filed a $100 wage claim 
against Harold Berg, producer of 
‘Intermission,’ which played the Co- 
lumbia, there. 

Claude Tompkins, accountant, 
obtained a Municipal court judg- 
ment for $300 against Cliff Edwards 
for services rendered. 








Default judgment for $348 was 
entered in Municipal court against 
Antonio Moreno as his share of 


Scientific Instrument Co., Inc., of 
which he held 25% of the stock. 





Edward Rainey, state superintend- 
ent ,of banks, is suing the Pico 
Amusement Park, Inc., and Louis 





|} out to the 


and B. Bellman to enforce payment 
of three notes totaling $1,255 made 
First National Bank’° of 
Montebello, of which Rainey is now 





M. Hazel Edgerton suing Monte 
Biue and Archie Hamilton for $108 
damages to her car in an auto ac- 
cident. 





Agfa suing Chadwick Productions 
in Municipal court to force collec- 
tion of a $123 raw film bill. 





Edward Stillman, advertising man 
for ‘Rose of Flanders,’ has entered 
a complaint for $20 unpaid wages 
against Finger, Gelberg and Royce, 
the producers. 





Two additional salary complaints 
against the Hollywood Sound and 
Radio Casting bureau include Vir- 
ginia McDonald, switchboard oper- 
ator, seeking $56, and C. C. Mc- 
Donald, sound engineer, $50. 





Bank of America suing Raymond 
and Francis Hatton in Superior 
court for $24,506, claimed to be due 
on a promissory note originally for 
the sum of $25,895. 





Samuel 8. Salve, father of Clem- 
ence Salve, minor, accepted $300 as 
payment for injuries to his son on 
a slide at the Toonerville fun house, 
Ocean Park, Superior court docu- 
ments revealed. 





FISHER, DETROIT 


(Continued from page 40) 


tion. Girls to a line routine that 
is outstanding as a cute number. 
Incidentally this line, week in and 
week out, contributes routines that 
take a back seat to none. Girls 
outstanding for precision also offer 
routines that refloct credit on Evans. 
If talent would be as good con- 
sistently as the line and produc- 
tion this house would be noted for 
it’s good shows. 

The Radio Rogues offer a series 
of impersonations of radio stars 
over the p.a. system. In this case 
for the opening show they were off 
to a bad start due to the system 
not functioning properly. In this 
day and age it seems unusual for 
a p.a. system to fail. Otherwise the 
act got over fairly nicely with it’s 
impersonation with the lines used 
for laughs. 


Lowe, Bernoff and Wensley of- 
fered their burlesqued adagio, a dis- 
tinct novelty, and played broadly 
here for plenty of laughs. The Or- 
rantos was an unfortunate choice. 
Doing acrobatics and similar work, 
they are of a type not seen often 
these days. While nice performers 
for their type not right for this 
house. 

For the overture Benavie used the 
‘Armistice Day’ theme with the ex- 
ception of the violin solo by Lou 
Forbes which registered nicely. 

Arsene Siegel at the organ usual 
got a nice hand. Picture, ‘Three on 





a Match’ (WB), and business good. 
Lee. 


UNITED ARTISTS, L.A. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 10 

Eight radio performers from San 
Francisco hold the stage of the UA 
this week for an hour and give the 
regular customers, bolstered by 
plenty of radio fans, as neat a show 
as could be asked for. From the 
Blue Monday Jamboree, a _ coast 
CBS feature, the octet showed 
plenty of stage seasoning, coming 
from pre-air experience, 





clowning! two principals. 


~ | through a 





RKO STATE-LAKE 


CHICAGO 


Rosetta DUNCAN, Chas. KING, 
Al K. Hall and Al K. Hall, Jr., 
and others 
—On the Screen— 


“THAT’S MY BOY” 





before studio audiences, and prior 
personals. 

Opening day the sidewalk over- 
flow was almost as large as open- 
ing week, which had ‘Red Dust.’ 
From the applause the radio favs 
got, most of the draw was from the 
tuner-inners. Nora Shiller, form- 
erly of vaude, has gained plenty 
of seasoning, as well as a capital 
comedy flair, since seen last. Her 
clowning built up to a gem of a 
small town opera singer takeoff. 
Doakes and Doakes, York & King 
type of comedy team, scored both 
vocally and with their dancing. 
Tommy Harris’ singing, also fla- 
voréd with laughs, was a solid 
smash and Murray and Harris, who 
tripled between m.c.’ing, accom- 
panying, and singing, also clicked. 
Comedy of Pedro Gonzalez still 
smacks a bit of vintage radio ma- 
terial, but the fans ate it up. Mac, 
hill-billy singer and composer, also 
seored high, giving the entire bill 
a 100% rating. 

Jan Rubini overture was back- 
grounded by the most elaborate be- 
hind-the-scrim show seen  here- 
abouts, utilizing a line of eight girls 
and several dance teams to garner 
plenty of applause. Henry Mur- 
tagh’s organ speciality brought the 
audience in for full-force commun- 
ity singing of war-time ditties, com- 
memorating Armistice Day. Fea- 
ture, ‘Six Hours to Live’ (Fox), is 
augmented by a Laurel & Hardy 


= 


Some of the gags are pretty old, but 
Bergen gets them across. 


Annie, Judy and Zeke, ‘Georgia 
crackers,’ are welcomed back with 
their pleasing melange of eccentric 
comedy, singing, dancing and music 
and score once more, although not 
so emphatically as upon their initial 
appearance. This is an act that 
probably bears annual repetition, 
even though it comes practically 
unchanged. With her funny make- 
up, walk and mannerisms and her 
quaint singing, Judy probably car- 
ries off honors, but Zeke and Annie 
are. not far behind, the latter's 
piano playing winning approval. 


Harry Savoy, with his rough, 
wise-guy, snappy comedy, has no 
difficulty in carrying the next-to- 
shut position. His clowning, hokum 
and gags find a hearty welcome. A 
good-looking, stunningly garbed 
girl helps him to sell the act. Even 
the gags of ancient vintage—and 
there are plenty of them—do not 
fall flat. Near -the close, Savoy 
turns from hokum. to do his im- 
pression of John Barrymore as 
Richard III, and the audience likes 
this, too. 

Fletcher Henderson and his- or- 
chestra qualify easily for the head- 
line honors accorded them. Un- 
known as a name here, they quickly 
make good on their own merits and 
have the audience with them 
promptly. The colored band’s hot 
numbers fairly sizzle and the audi- 
ence applause response is generous. 
Henderson is minus investiture and 
there is no attempt at staging, ex- 
cept a chandelier which makes for 
bad lighting. He brings along, 
however, two dancers, one of them 
a Negro youth who performs some 
sensational Russian steps and con- 
trol and the other Cora LaRedd 
from the New York Cotton club 
who also sings and directs the or- 
chestra. There are 11 musicians in 
addition to Henderson. 

On the screen, besides ‘Washing- 
ton Merry-Go-Round’ (Col), Pathe 
News and a comedy. A good house 
at this late evening show. Rees. 


FOX 


Detroit, Nov. 14. 
Problem of this house is to dress 





slogan of ‘Biggest Show in Detroit.’ 
House seating 5,000 and with a big 
stage needs to fill it up to make 
an impression. The build-up this 
week is for the front part of the‘ 
show the stage unit running to tal- 
ent enough and with a line of girls. 
For the theme ‘Armistice Day’ al- 
lows for a little timely flag waving. 
In addition to the overture using 
wartime songs a choral group is 
present on the stage singing other 
martial favorites. Using as a back- 
ground a shack in France with 
singers dressed in appropriate garb. 
For the punch the drop flies with 
a legion bugle and drum corps and 
flag guard for a pretty and effective 
finale. 

Irene Kessler is featured singing 
two songs well suited to her voice 
in a low register. Girl is a regular 
feature on local radio station 
WXYZ and performs okay. 

In addition to its other handicaps 
this house suffers plenty from its 
similarity to a ball park. Having 
the largest stage and auditorium 
in town, anything except a sight 
act is only as good as the public 
address system allows it to be. And 





comedy, ‘County Hospital.’ 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Nov. 11. 

The current bill is devoid of box- 
office names, the first Orpheum 
show in many weeks to lack trade 
|pullers. However, with ‘Washing- 
ton Merry-Go-Round,’ a natural for 
election week, on the screen and 
With each of the five vaudeville 
acts holding more than an average 
quota of high-grade entertainment, 
the absence of stage luminaries 
imposes little handicap. 

Stone and Gibbons open the bill 
smartly with a lively dancing revue 
which utilizes the services of four 
good-looking girls in addition to the 
Costumed to repre- 
sent Pomeranian dogs, the girls go 
speedy acrobatic dance 
;routine. The assortment of splits, 

somersaults and whirls is carried 
|: niong swiftly by the hard-working 

and capable performers. Miss Gib- 
bons does a bent-over cakewalk on 
her hands which evokes enthusiasm. 

Edgar Bergen, a pleasant, smooth- 
working ventriloquist, fills the No. 
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2 spot well. He has the assistance 
of his wife, a blonde feast for the 
eyes and whose good looks alone 
are worth a visit to the house. Per- 
haps because he’s studying medi- 
cine during his off-time,. Bergen 
has built his act about a surgical 
idea. He is the surgeon; his 
dummy, the fresh newsboy patient, 
and his wife, the nurse. The set- 
ting is a hospital operating room. 
There are sufficient laughs in the 
banter to satisfy most auditors. 











— = 





Modern 
Creations 





Pat Your Act Over in a Big Way with an Attractive Stage 
Setting Skillfully Executed with Character and Individuality 


Los Angeles Scenic Studios, Inc. 


LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 


SCENERY 


For the 
Stage 








the sight acts can’t rely on in- 
timacy in the slightest. 

House offers a stage show, pic- 
ture, overture, Mickey Mouse and 
news reel all for two bits mats. and 
55 cents eves. And on Sunday 
morning you can get thrown in an 
hour’s symphony concert played by 
65 men. They get a lot for their 
money here. But playing Fox pic- 
tures exclusively the gross stands 
or falls on the picture. 

Picture ‘Sherlock Holmes’ and 
business fair. Lee. 


MASTBAUM, PHILA. 


Philadelphia, Nov. 14. 


Afternoon house looked fairly 
strong considering a general absence 
of stellar stage names. Stage show 
unpretentious but fortunate in the 
presence of Ray Bolger, who shapes 
up as a first class entertainer. 

Stage interlude opens with minia- 
ture clock set and the Porcelain Ro- 
mance which is a sort of Colonial 
adagio set to ‘Blue Danube’ music. 
It is gracefully done by two men 
and a girl but much too long for 
best effect. 

Bolger is on with a goofy mon- 
olog that gives him strong applause 
before he reveals his dancing talent. 
He leaves that for his second ap- 
pearance on the stage, making way 
for the Six Lucky Boys, an acro- 
batiec team from ‘Hot-Cha,’ that puts 
its clever results over with the aid 
of novelty surprises. It is a flash- 
bang act from start to finish, strong 
on laughs as one trick after another 
is trotted out, and their feat of triple 
exchange through the air.is no 
cinch. 

Bolger on again and this time 
gives the audience his remarkable 
pantomimic dancing, always leading 
to a laugh, and going easily and 
gracefully from one variation to an- 
other without ever wearing out on 
novelty or ingenuity. His speedy 
turns which make him dizzy, his 
lapses from step, and the running 
slide that takes him way out to the 








up the stage show to justify the] 


wings lett a pleased set of custom- 
ers. 

Act is closed by the Roxy Artists, 
12 songsters before a Southern 
plantation set to prepare the way 
for the picture, ‘Cabin in Cotton’ 
(FN). 

Creatore as guest conductor of the 
orchestra, here for his third week, 
plays the ‘Il Guarany’ overture, and 
Milton Charles gives the customers 
some more of the local talent he 
seems so able to procure, 

A lad named Tony Lapetta, whose 
dad is on the orchestra at one of 
the hotels, handles a guitar like a 
veteran and puts over a song num- 
ber like a miniature Chevalier. The 
other vocal efforts showed good 
voices but lack of training. Waters. 


IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


Toronto, Nov. 11. 


With the old 'iptown ballet back 
under the leadership of Jean Hems- 
worth and Teday Joyce m.c.’ing, 
the Imperial stage looks like old 
home week. Despite the presence 
of the local line and the home- 
town m.c., here are two surefire 
angles that have been. entirely 
passed up in exploitation. The line 
is not specifically billed and no 
mention is made of Joyce being a 
protegee of Jack Arthur, the house- 
band conductor. Where an audience 
is as provincial as the Imperial 
clientele, these two factors should 
never have been ignored. 


Headliners of the stage bill are 
Ben Turpin, Snub Pollard and Wal- 
ter Hiers. Latter is a nephew of 
Canon Ferguson, local church dig- 
nitary, another exploitation angle 
that was ignored. The three vet- 
erans of old-time comedy days are 
on for two appearances, and offer 
nothing outstanding. No _ singles 
and time -a stage is short. Line of 
in ‘one’ before a silver drop, gir!s in 
black trunks, white shirts and black 
braces. Usual high-kick routine and 
drop flies for full stage set with 
pit band at rear. Set might repre- 
sent anything. There’s a series of 
chronium arches before an urban 
ams pleasing effect but meaning- 
ess. 


House band offers hot-cha num- 
ber, with solo step-outs, and into 
‘Shanty Town’ as Teddy Joyce takes 
up refrain in youthful, tenor voice 
that gets over nicely. Cathleen 
Bessette, in white bodice and crim- 
son trousers, out for high-kick rou- 
tine on toes, brunet getting nice re- 
ception. Then Joyce for a violin 
number on darkened stage with pink 
spot and clever double-stopping 
registering. Tops with a legmania 
spasm with leaps and snake-hips 
trimmings. 


Then the Turpin-Pollard-Hiers 
trio for a Hollywood recitation that 
was bad on delivery, with Turpin 
unintelligible beyond the first ten 
rows. Appearance is short and 
house band into ‘Mood Indigo’ in 
slow tempro as Mary Miles, in green 
pajamas, eases on for acrobatics 
and finales with torso-tossing trim- 
mings that got a big hand. Blossom 
Sisters trail, blonde comedy pair, 
that do a Spanish travesty, a ball- 
room number with Joyce and com- 
mit mayhem on Hiers. Ballet back 
in vari-colored gowns and droopy 
hats for waltz routine and Holly- 
wood trio back for a ‘Florodora’ bit 
with the Blossom Sisters and Cath- 
leen Bessette. Lamberti closing 
with trick xylophone for best recep- 
tion of the evening although act is 
not new here and shows no change. 
Ballet back for dance wind-up. 
Despite observance of Armistice 
Day, standees jammed back for last 


show. Overture was a _ patriotic 
medley. Feature was ‘Sherlock 
Holmes’ (Fox). MecStay. 


ORPHEUM, FRISCO 


San Francisco,Nov. 5. 

At 40 cents top RKO’s Orpheum 
is lowest priced first run house in 
town, coming a dime under its 
nearby competitor, United Artists, 
which latter house is without mu- 
sic. 

Customers at this Saturday night 
show got ‘That’s My Boy’ (Col), 15- 
minute concert by Uzia Bermani's 
string ensemble with five singers, 
‘Faust’ on screen, a Masquers com- 
edy, Pathe news, and Terrytoon. 
Even so the street barker’s shouted 
assertion ‘Your money back if you 
do not admit this is the best show 
in town’ is covering considerah! 


territory. 
Bermani, who conducted her 
once before, officiates at piano 


while putting his stringed group 
through the quarter hour session 
which is evenly divided betweer 
Spanish, operatic and musical com 
edy with vocalists stepping in a 
intervals for solo and ensemb! 
work. Five minutes of communi! 
singing led by orchestra is nex 
several of tunes being pitched t: 
high for average voices. Biz fair. 
Bock. 





—— 
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Literati 





(Continued from page 61) 


the finishing touches to a tome on 
voice culture. Reported that the 
book will be a ‘shocker,’ and not a 
little risque. 


Ida M. Tarbell in town. 


The Iconoclasts are plotting a 
mag. 


Knopf will issue the Feodor Chal. 
iapin autobig in February. 


‘Farewell, Miss Julie Logan’ ig 
James M. Barrie's first piece of fice 
tion in 30 years 


John Held, Jr., has titled his new 
book of short stories, ‘A Bowl of 
Cherries.’ The same title as that 
selected by Gilbert Seldes for his 
forthcoming book. 


Somerset Maugham getting at- 
tention again with a new book and 
a new play. 


Appears now that Geoffrey 
Barnes, author of ‘Dark Lustre,’ is 
not James Whittaker, but Edward 
Price Ehrich. 


E. Wickham Sweetland giving 
Benjamin De Casseres’ book on 
Spinoza a swell sendoff. 


John Langdon- Davies 
around. 


‘Modern Psychologist’ has 
prompted the revival of ‘Psychol- 
ogy Magazine.’ 


Harold Nicolson will accompany 
his wife, Virginia Sackville-West 
here. He's a writer, too. 


Michel Kraike and Joshua Alkon 
collabing. 


Claude Bragdon has placed his 
new book with Knopf. 


Harley McChesney in Spain for 
dope for a new novel. 


Burton Davis, who writes as 
‘Lawrence Saunders,’ is the new 
Justice of the Peace at Weston, 
Conn. 


Edward J. O’Brien married. 

H. C. Kinsey's trip to New Or- 
leans was tc get the publication 
rights to Lyle Saxon’s new novel, 

Carleton Beals still covering the 
Mexican scene. 


Maurice Samuel back from Pal- 
estine. 


John Day holding that Franklin 
D. Roosevelt book until his inaug- 
uration. 


Silas Bent debunking the news- 
paper craft. 


William Faulkner’s new novel 
will take three years to do. 
Claude Bowers, political column- 
ist of the ‘N. Y. Journal’ and biog- 
rapher of the Democratic party's 
historical worthies, is said by his 
intimate friends to be slated for 
the cabinet post of Secretary of the 
Interior. 
Lee Posner has started a new cole 
umn in the ‘New York American.’ 
Titled ‘This Whirl We Live In,’ and 
mainly nite club. notes, To be a 
standard Sunday feature. Posner 
is a night club p.a. 
Allan Dale, Jr., writing the drama 
news and reviews for the North 
Shore ‘Journal,’ of Flushing. 
Another weekly has made its bow 
in Long Island—The L. I. ‘Times,’ 
edited by Merle E. Carter. New 
weeklies on the island usually last 
about a month. 


getting 





LETTERS 


When ‘ending for Muil to 
VARIETY Address Maii Clerk. 
POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING or 
CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 
BE ADVERTISED 
LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
ONE ISSUE ONIY 











Brennan Harry M | Nesbitt Blanche 
Newman Lew 

Diaz Edward 
Dunn Sisters Richmond Bob 


Rogers Robert 
Schatz Phil 


Galloway James 
Garon Yoseph 


Hays Lora 
Hoffman Gertrude 
Hunter Georgie 


Von Andra 
Baroness Fern 


Ward Arthur F 





June Dorothy 





DOROTHEA ANTEL 


226 W. 72d St., New York City 


| My New Assortment of CHRISTMAS 

| GREETING CARDS Is Now Ready. 

1 °1 Beautiful CARDS and FOLDERS, 
Boxed, Postpaid, for 


One Dollar 
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OBITUARY 


HOMER B. WRIGHT 
Homer B. (‘Rasty’) Wright, 45, one 
of the most prominent theatre man- 
agers on the Coast, died suddenly in 
his home in Hollywood Nov. 11 from 
heart failure. Death occurred 10 


minutes after he had retired for the | 


night. 

Wright was a native of Canada 
and began his theatre experiences 
for A. J. Leach in Calgary. He 
‘joined the Jensen & Von Herberg 
forces in Seattle 12 years ago, op- 
erating the Strand. At that time he 
was instrumental in having Harry 
Arthur come to the West Coast. He 
later went to Los Angeles; manag- 
ing Loew’s State, Criterion and the 
Chinese for West Coast. Was active 
in Republican politics and re- 


signed his post at the Chinese to 
aid Ingle Bull, county chairman, in 
handling the Hoover campaign. 
Wright at the time of his death 
was in line for appointment to the 


William 


|dead at her home in Terre Haute 
She never revealed her age. At 16 
she toured Indiana with her own 


company. Following this she went 
to Chicago, New York, Paris and 
London. In 1892 she was accom- 


panist for Edouard Remenyi, Hun- 
garian virtuoso. 





JACK SELBINI 


Jack Selbini, noted bicyclist, 88, 
died November 4 in the London 
Sanitarium. Survived by three 
daughters, Leo, Misba and Lalla. 
Mrs. Lily Selbini, wife, died last 
year. Jack Selbini died of a num- 
ber of complicated ailments. 


LOUIS N. STARR 
Louis N. Starr, 62, famous as Tom 
in ‘Uncle Tom Shows’ two gener- 
ations ago, died Nov. 5 in Benning- 
ton, Vt. He organized his first Tom 
company when he was 19 and vlayed 





Morris 





police commission. He was head of 
the ‘Register and Vote League and 
a big figure in the boy scouts, Ro- 
tary Club and better government 
movements. : He was:'a member of 
the. Wampas, the Shrine,.and the 
233 (Masonic) Club. He is survived 
by his widow and two sons. 

Funeral Monday (14) from Ovber- 
holzer’s funeral parlors. 





EVANGELINE ADAMS 


Mrs. George E. Jordan, 72, died 
in her studio in Carnegie hall Nov. 
10, of cerebral hemorrhage. She 
suffered a stroke the preyious Sat- 
urday and a second stroke on Thurs- 
day was accompanied by the brain 
trouble which caused her death. 

As Evangeline Adams Mrs, Jor- 
dan was widely known to radio lis- 
teners in as an astrologer and her 
talks on the subject were accom- 
panied by horoscopes of those who 
had written in. She is reputed to 
have read more than 100,000 horo- 
scopes between her radio and pri- 
vate practice. 


ALEX. CLARK 
Alexander Clark, 66, prominent on 
the stage for more than 40 years, 
died in New York Nov. 10 after a 
long illness. 
' He made his first Broadway suc- 
cess in ‘Little Christopher’.and had 


IN LOVING MEMORY OF OUR 
DEAR DEPARTED 


MOTHER 


SARAH MORETTE 


Who Died Nov. 20, 1928 
Her Two Daughters 


Anna and Lillian Morette 





appeared with Lillian Russell, Wil- 
liam Collier, Sr., Fay Templeton and 
Lulu Glaser. He was equally at 
home in light comedy and musicals 
and was for long a featured player 
when not co-starred. His last ap- 
pearancés were in the road tour of 
‘My Maryland’ about four years ago. 

He is survived by his widow, Amy 
Ashmore Clark, ind a son, Alexan+ 
der Clark, Jr., actor and writer. 


WALTER DAVENPORT TURNER 


Walter Davenport Turner, 76, 
died in Englewood, N. J., Nov. 5. He 
had been a guest of the Actors Fund 
Home there for several years. 

He began his career as an actor 
With the Grand Opera House stock, 
St. Louis, in 1873, but turned to 
management in 1880, going to J. H. 


success. He was later with Hoyt & 
Thomas, Charles Frohman, William 
Harris, George C. Tyler,.and Nat 
Goodwin. Interment j~a the Fund 
Plot at Woodlawn. (Fra . 


a * 


FLORENCE E. SAGE 





every. role except those of Topsy 
and Eva. 


MABEL JOYCE 

Mabel Joyce (Joyce and. Lor- 
raine), died in Boston Oct. 29. She 
was the daughter of Edward Mc- 
Ghee, top mounter of the old 
Donozetta troupe and her mother, 
premiere danseuse, was brought to 
this country by Oscar Hammerstein 


IN MEMORY OF 


BEN THOMSON 


A Dear Pal Who Departed This Life 
Nov. 11, 1932 


BLOCK and SULLY 





for the ballet of one of his opera 
productions. 

Burial was in Mt. Hope céemétery, 
Boston. 


Morris Fox, 44, died Nov. 6 of a 
heart attack in the booth of. the 
Olympia theatre, Chelsea, Mass., 
just after he had run off the fina] 
reel of the day’s show. When he 
failed to leave the theatre other 
employees went to the booth and 
found him dead, slumped in a chair 
with a bottle of smelling salts in 
one hand. 





Mother of Harry Masters, of 
Masters and Grace, died following 
an operation at the Queen of Angels 
hospital, Los Angeles, Nov. il. 





Benjamin Thomson, 40, husband 
of Nan Halperin, died Nov. 12 of 
Brights disease. His condition had 
been serious for some time. Ser- 
vices Sunday (13) at Riverside 
Memorial Chapel. 

Mrs. Marie Jasper, 47, wife of 
John Jasper, head of the Roy Dav- 
idge Laboratories, died Nov. 6 at her 
home in Hollywood from cancer. 
She had been ill for many months. 





Lewis. W. Liddy, 50, screen writer, 
killed himself by shooting Nov. 7 at 
his Los Angeles home. Ill health 
given as the reason for the suicide. 


Mrs. Hattie E. Brown, mother of 
Johnny Mack Brown, died at her 
home in Atlanta last week. She 
moved to Atlanta two years ago 
from the family home at Dothan, 
Ala. 


Show Biz Candidates 


(Continued from page 3) 
Wash.;: Hull, Tenn., | 


Senators Dill, 
are present 


and McGill, Kans., 
cumbents. 


in- 


3 Friendly Govs 
The four gubernatorial candidates | 
considered ‘friendly’ were all elected. | 
White, O.; Cross, Conn.; Ely, Mass., | 
and Judge Horner, IL, all Demo- | 
ecrats. Horner is an uncle of Leo! 
Spitz of Paramount- Publix. 
Two established ‘enemies’ of the} 
theatre, Senators Barkley (D) of| 
Ky. and Bingham (R), were fe-| 


| 





Florence 
Said 
Piano 


Eleanor Sage, pianist, 
the first woman to eve) 
recitals -in “this country, is 


to be 


elected and defeated, respectivély. | 
Sen. Brookhart (R) of Ia., another | 
show biz ‘enemy,’ lost the nomina- |} 


tion and holds over only until in- 
duction of the 73d Congress. 

Show business, and especially 
radio, played a larger part in the 
last political show than ever in the 
past. Democratic observers declare 
the air speeches by Roosevelt, 
Smith, Young and others were 
largely responsible for the nation- 
wide Democratic success, while 
newsreels were similarly helpful. 
Many showmen, notably Louis B 
Mayer, a strong Hoover and Re- 
publican rooter, played important 
roles behind the scenes of the cam- 
paign. Frank Walker of the Com- 
erford circuit participated as treas- 
urer of the Democratic National 


Committee. 
Eddie Dowling, an actor, was 


again very active in the Democrats’ 
behalf, after similarly campaigning 
for Goy. Smith in 1928. 

Harry Fitzgerald, RKO agent, 
who turned down the Democratic 
nomination for Congressman of the 
First New York district (Queens 
and Long Island), apparently 
guessed right. Fitzgerald said he 
didn’t care to fight a useless battle 
in that strong Republican district. 
The Republican candidate was 
elected, defeating Sonny Whitney. 


Chatter 


(Continued from page 46) 


next year—if Chicago’s World Fair 
wants it. 

Patty Jean, health talker on 
WGAR, went into voluntary bank- 
ruptcy. 

Bob McLaughlin’s blaming cricks 





raps for brodie of his ‘Health Is 
Wealth.’ 
Booking and _ publishing office 


opened by Phil Selznick and Mike 
Allegreti. 

Ward Marsh, movie crick for 
‘Peedee,’ lecturing here before wom- 
en’s club. 

Robert McLaughlin has office-den 
full of curios but not one comfort- 
able chair. 

Alderilla Beistle and Harriet 
Grovers authored kids play for 
Playhouse. 

Practical jokers snipped off Le- 
high Valley’s mustache while he 
was asleep. 

Eleanor 
Benny Davis, 
Patsy Coyle. 

Kenny Ferguson, who broke neck 
diving, rejoins Karl at WTAM, all 
plastered up. 

Ida Howard, formerly of Taylor 
and Howard vaude team, buried 
here last week. 

When will Windsor French come 
out with that long-threatened 
colyum in ‘News’? 

Jannie Jannsel and Ralph Olsen, 
local hoofers, join act of Dalton 
and Rose on RKO time. 

Mildred Nekamkin, singer now in 
Hollywood, got. divorce here from 
Jack Kassman, salesman. 

Fred Borgerhoff, program direc- 
tor of WJAY, quits to take new 
post with Cincinnati station. 

Merle Jacobs goes into Hollen- 
den’s Crystal Room, doubling be- 
tween jade room on week-ends. 

Manus McCaffery nominated again 
as biz manager of stagehands’ union 
for two years. Ditto for Gene Cash- 
man as prez. 

John Gallaudet, brought here as 
Glenn. Hunter's understudy, 
scrammed back to New York after 
finding he wasn’t needed. 


Misethee 


By Frank J. Miller 


Farney, localite with 
changes moniker to 





Harry Billings has feft Majestic. 

Burlesque through for time being 
at Gayety. 

Al. Coughlin has recovered from 
his operation. 

‘Chocolate Soldier’ and ‘Another 
Language’ underlined for Davidson. 

Boy ushers are back at the Wis- 
consin with flaming uniforms and 
military bearing. 

Dave Miller back in the pit at 
the Riverside since the house went 
back to vaudefilm. 

Paul Dickenson now doing legit 
reviews for ‘News.’ Gladys Becker 
remains as drama editor. 

‘Whistling in the Dark,’ which 
reopened the Davidson, was written 
by Lawrence Gross, a Milwaukeean. 

Ralph Kettering interested’ in 
Harry Minturn Players at the Ma- 
jestic. Harry Minturn looks as 
young as ever. 





Cincinnati 


By Joe Kolling 





Stanley Jacques a Ky. colonel 
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branch office in Warner Bros. quar- 
ters, with Merrell Schwarz in 
charge. 

Happy Golden losing none of his 
German goiter since turning booker. 

Symphony Orchestra's Sunday 
pop concerts doing S.R.O. at 25, 50 
and 7T75c. 

Joe Goetz made unofficial con- 
stable of Peebles Corner by Walnut 
Hills B.M.C. 

Sign in window of a chain drug | 


store: ‘We are authorized to fill 
prescriptions.’ 

Idling pros going for amateur 
night prizes at nabes stunted by 
Jack Middleton. 

The ‘Post’ pepping circulation 


with $1,000 in prizes for 10-day pic- 
ture puzzle contest on local street 


Portland, Ore. 


Halfred Young back in town and 
making radio appearances. 

Kate MacKenna playing femme 
leads at the Taylor St. legit stock. 

Mark Daniels, radio baritone, 
turned legit actor with Ellison stock. 








Marc Bowman says he _ never 
heard of a republican until last 
week, 


Tom Chatterton playing leads at 
the new Taylor Street legit stock 
house. 

Escudero, 
with road show 
one day. 

Ted Gamble sells his F & M shows 
over KGW radio with personal ap- 
pearances. 

Other members of the local legit 
stock include Mary Grandjean, Vir- 
ginia Eastland, Kent Leigh, Con- 
stance Roth, Michael Stevens, and 
Lois Mathews. 


Boston 


By Len Libbey 


dancer, here 
auditorium 


Spanish 
at the 





Two more Publix nouses go vaude. 

The Mayfair night club closes its 
doors suddenly, $100,000 in red. 

Al Sheehan beginning to feel a 
little bit at home at the Wilbur. 

R. L. Gorman, veteran local show- 
man, will get the Tremont berth. 

Frank Shea and Ray Midgely 
threaten to renew musical stock 
idea at the Boston Opera House. 

Vie Morris complains of lone- 
someness, now that the Orpheum 
has abandoned vaude. 

Stanton White becomes city cen- 
sor of Boston upon the official re- 
tirement of John Casey on pension. 

Max Shoolman and Irving Isaacs, 
who built up the Olympia chain, 
taking over the Tremont for pic- 
tures. 

Herman Tetrykoff, harmonica 
vaudeville act, gets $5,000 damages 
og auto accident which injured his 
ip. 





BISMARCK HOTEL 


(Continued from page 60) 


his number he picked up a tray of 
dishes and blithely carried them out 
with truly professional busboy skill. 
Holding as heretofore to an even 
danceable tempo, Kassell’s band has 
no trouble getting the customers on 
their feet. Business at the Bismarck 
is distinctly good for hard times. 
Kassel is heard over WGN. Land. 








Frank Aston shearing upper lip. 
Joe Alexander's trick lobby 
flashes helping come-ins at Family. 
Local dailies, while editorially 
against reforms and censorship, are 
in unison on prohibiting run of | 
picture ad copy to which either of 
them objects, | 
| 

| 


| 
| 


Only by private backing will 
summer opera be revived at Zoo un- 
der plan of its transfer by city to 
citizens’ committee management. | 

M. Witmark & Sons opened 


GYPSY TRAIL 


New York, Novy. 14. 


Chicagos New Gangs! 
Jeopardize 1933 Expo, Is Fear 


er Murders 


Chicago, Nov. 14 
Gangsters will be gangsters. 
A series of murders following the 


usual cold-blooded automobile rides 
has recently upset the orderly con- 
ditions which have, in general, pre- 
vailed since Mayor Cermak came in, 
As a result, the reputation of Chi- 
cago is again in danger and the 
business community, which looks to 
the 1933 World's Fair for salvation, 
is starting to worry again about 
people being scared away. 

Gang killings are on top of some 
79 bombings of business properties 
which have occurred in recent 
months. It is understood the wun- 
derworid is in competition for the 
remnants of the system which Ca- 
pone dominated, but which has 
since been leaderless. Murders have 
been hitting page one with old-time 
frequency. 


For a time it looked as if the 
mob situation, at least as regards 
the unsavory publicity, had been 


cleaned up pretty well. The public 
at large has had a chance to forget 
Chicago’s reputation for gunplay. 
Hoodlums were being rounded up 
last week and it looked as if city 
hall was going to take quick action 
to stop the new flare-up of gang 
rivalry before the 1933 World's Patr 
is jeopardized. 
Cheap Excursions 


It is recalled that two or three 
years ago, when the fear of Chicago 


was rampant among outsiders, 
many timid souls were afraid to 


venture out of depots when passing 
through the town. Now, with the 
Exposition expecting $1 round trips 
from Milwaukee, $5 round trips 
from Detroit, $4 round trips from 
Indianapolis and similar excursion 
rates for other points, Chicago is 
afraid of the idea spreading thaa 
it isn’t safe here. 


Big Auditermms Can't 
Finance ‘Name’ Circus 








Chicago, Nov. 24, 

Charles Hall, owner of the Chit. 
cago Coliseum, has just returned 
from an extended tour of the coun. 
try during which he visited every 
public auditorium in the country. 
Hall was seeking to line up a tour 
for a giant indoor circus to be 
headed by Tom Mix and Jack 
Dempsey. 

It is understood that the proposea 
circus is unlikely to be consume 
mated this season for the all-sufe 
ficient reason that the public audi 
toriums have to blush and mod. 
estly bow out whenever money ts 
mentioned. 





— 


Coleanos in Europe 


The Coleano family sailed to play 
European dates last weck, re-unit- 
ing with Con Coleano. Tight wire 
artist suffered a nervous breakdown 
but recovered at Greenwood Laka 
N. J. during the summer. 

He was not in the Ringing-Bare 
num cireus for the first time in 
years, The Coleanos will probably 





Dario of Dario and Diane, the 
dancers who've just closed at the 
St. Regis hotel, has an opportunity 
for a real winner with his Magyar- 
type eatery, to pop scale, on West 
53d street, just off Broadway. On 
the site of the old Tokyo cafe, which 
has latterly been a taxi dance joint, 
Dario, with his brother and Frank 
Knez, former manager of the Hun- 
garian Village on East 924 street, 
has tricked the spot up very atmos- 
pherically. 


rejoin the big top next spring. 


—— 





Horse Marathon Now 


San Francisco, Nov. 14. 

A horse marathon is fhe latest 
gadget here. 

Disguised under the colorful title 
‘International Carnival of Horsemen 
and Pony Express,’ marathon opens 
tomorrow at Dreamland Auditorium, 





As the title implies, it’s forte on 
the Romany stuff although the band 
also mixes up its wailing gypsy airs 
with American foxtrotology. 


At $1.50 for the dinner, and the | 
food’s above par, it’s a buy. Once] 
the word gets around the comfort- | 


able capacity should be taxed con- 
sistently, as it’s a good load of the 


Old World atmosphere very handy 
to the Broadway sector. 

The East 92d street spot, inci- 
dentally, was put on the map by! 
Dario and his friends, Rosita and | 


Ramon, et al., who made the Broad- 

wayites conscious of the czardas |} 
style of cuisine. It has always been | 
an axiom around the midtown sec- | 
tor that a spot of this calibre, more | 
handy to the theatres and less of a 


distance to travel to, would be a 
money-maker, and Dario seems to 
have it. 

There's a corking : characteristic | 
string combo headed by Bela Lub-| 
lov, remembered fo J tricky 
Violining in ‘R j 


with Lunt 


Horsemen wil ride 500 hours, they 


hope, mounting and dismounting 
| 225 times, using 70 horses each. No 
pillows. 


FLORENCE FOUR’S LOSS 


Manchester, Ia., Nov. 14, 
Ilorence Four, high aerial act, 
lost their equipment and wardrobe 
in a blaze at the E. W. Williams 


cottage. Williams sec. of Delaware 
County fair. 

Losses reached $4,000, partially 
covered by insurance. 

dens pinata sie ascent 





ilso ad 


sayed a nitery engagement at 


the Old Vienna on West sOth street 
last winter but that was ill-fated, 
| Dario seems to have a much better 
chance, particularly with a strong 

professional following. 
There are also the usual assorte 
nent’ of gypsy singers and songe 
es. The coaling plant is an 
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*To the actress, a youthfully lovely complex- 
ion is essential,” declares LYDA ROBERTL 
“That's why I'm delighted with Lux Toilet 
Soap. It keeps my skin so smooth.” 


They have the supreme 
allure ef smeeth, soft, 
glerieusly yeuthful skin 


No WONDER the whole world loves these 
two marvelous girls—Lyda Roberti and 
Ruth Hall. 


When yousee them in Samuel Goldwyn’s 
new production, “The Kid from Spain,” 
you forget depression, forget trouble — 
you are swept irresistibly along on the 
sparkling, joyous breeze of their fascinat- 
ing beauty and charm, 

Both of them have gloriously smooth, youth- 


ful skin; and both of them care for these price- 
less complexions of theirs with Lux Toilet Soap. 

“It leaves your skin like velvet,” declares 
Ruth Hall. “It’s a wonderful soap!” “Lux Toilet 
Soap keeps my skin so smooth that even birth- 
days hold no fear for me,” says Lyda Roberti. 


Nine out of ten Screen Stars 


use Lux Toilet Soap 


Out of 694 important actresses in Hollywood, in- 
cluding all stars, 686 use Lux Toilet Soap regu- 
larly. Because of its enormous popularity, Lux 
Toilet Soap is official in all the big film studios. 

Get two or three cakes of this fragrant white 
soap today, and see how wonderfully smooth 
and youthful it will keep your complexion. 
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“A screen star simply must have lovely skin, if she 
is to hold admiration,” says RUTH HALL. “To 
keep iny skin youthfully fresh, I—like so many 
other screen stars—use Lax Toilet Soap regularly.” 











Lux Toilet Soap 




















1 <) 


TN | 


Ja 
wav 
new 
lead 

U1 
the 
band 
Engl 

cente 
atres 
arou! 





